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'A'HM ERS AND THE SINGLE TAX.

By THOMAS G. SHEARMAN
VRIS, S
[Continued from last week.]

These counties respectively represent
the exireme contrasts between the cities
and the farmsof the State. Thus, in
Hamilton and Cuyahoga, the assessed
value of town lots is about seven times
the assessed value of the farma, whereas
in the five rural ies the d
value of farms is nowhere less than ten
times that of townlots, while in Geanga
county the farm lots are worth twenty-
®Beyen times as much as the town lots.
Hamilton county, which includes Cin-
cinnati, is the typical city county of
Ohio, while Gesuga, which includes no
large town, is the typical rural county.
FARMERS PAY LARGEST SHARE OF TAXES

0N PERSONAL PROPERTY.

Now, the first thing which strikes the
eye, on looking over the statistics of
these counties, is the following compar-

"

Assessed value Aszessed value

of Real Extate. of Chattels,
City counties.. $417.:51,6% 3,340,067
Rural cotinties lil.':'!i.ﬂ ui(.mm

Any one can see that, in the counties
which inciude all the large cities, the
nssessed value of personal property is
only about one-fourth of the whole as-
sesament, while in the rural counties
personal property constitutes nearly one-
third of their whole assessed value. In
more exact figures, the value of assessed
personal property in the city counties
is 20.28 (say 26){) per cent of the whole,
while in the rural counties it is 32.49
(say 321) per cent. If, vherefore, all

property should be exempted
from taxation, the farmers of these five
exclurively rural counties would pay 8
Per cent leas taxes than they do now.
+ That this result is nota mere acci-
dent, owing to some peculiar condition
of these particular counties, is easily
proved by testing the same question in
other ways. Thus, if we set apart the
four great city counties and compare
them with all the rest of the State, in-
cluding tarming districts and smaller
towns indiscriminately, we find sub-
stantially the same result, as follows:
Beiste.  Broperty
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Here, in the counties which include
all the great cities, personal property
amounts to 26l per cent of the whole
valuation, while in the remainder of the
Btate it amounts to 82 per cent.

But if we compare single counties,
such as Hamilton, in which town lots
compose about 85 per cent of all the real
estate, with Medina, in which town lots
compose only 10 per cent of the real es-
tate, we find the result as follows:

lﬂ.go. Froj s
Hamilton..... ... ... BI85, 765580 §83,14d, 1%
Medina........ RI0LTI0 601304

Here we find that the real estate of
Hamiltoa county is adsessed at twenty
times the value of Medinacounty, while
the persomal property of Hamilton is
assessed at leas than eleven times that
of Medinas. More exactly,
property constitutes 243{ per cent of the
valustion of Hamilton, and 37X per
cent of the valuation of Medina. The
total* ption of p 1 property
from tazation, therefore, would, if taxes,
were divided only between the counties
of Hamilton and Medina, relieve the
farmers of Medina from 16 per cent, or
exactly one-sixth of their presemt bur-
dens, This is probably an extreme
case; but not a single instance has been
yet found in which a rural county would
not find its burdens diminished, in om-
parison with those borne by Cincianati,
it persomal property were exempted
from taxation.

TAXATION OF MONEY UEAVIEST ON
FARMERS,

But let us test this question in still
other ways. The chief clamor in tavor
of taxing personal property has been di-
rected toward the taxatiom of momeys
and credits; and the money lender, who
is supposed to have vast sums on deposit
in bank, and the merchant, who is sup-
posed to bave vast outstanding credits
due from. the poor farmera, are the
special objecia sgainst whom this
method of taxation is aimed—all for the
‘relief of the farmers. Let us see how
this works, by a comparison of the same
‘typical counties. The auditor's report
for 1887 shows that their relative assess-
ments were as follows:

Roughly stated, it thus appears that,
if taxation were confined to real estate
alope, the city counties would pay
eleven times as much as the rural coun-
ties; whereas, if taxation were levied
on money ajoune, they would pay less
than six times as much, and, if levied
on credits alone, alittle more than three
times as much, while if tazation were
levied oz both money and credits, they
would pay about four times as much. Con-
sequently the burden of taxation in rural
countles, as compared with the large
pities, is nearly twice as heavy om
mohey as it is on real estate, and nearly
three times as heavy on money, loans
and credits of all kinds taken together.
The only rauit, therc¢fore, of tazing

three times asmuch as i$ woald 1t

were levied solely on real estate.

is not much evidence here of any
vantage gained by the average farmer
through his diligent search after the,
money lender and the creditor. !

THE BETTER THE SYSTEM, THE WORSE
FOR THE FARMERS.

For many years, and, in fact, persist-
ently, ever since 1846, when Ohio
adopted the present system of taxationm,
Ohio farmers have been clamoring more
and more loudly for protection from un-
just taxation, for greater burdems upon
merchants and bankers and for a more
stringent enforcement of the law. The
taxation and assesment laws have been
asmended again snd again, in obedience
to this demand; and State officers have
been continually more persistent in
their efforts to shift the burden of taxa-
tion from farmers to capitalists, by
means of a rigorous cafo t of tax-

FARM AND GARDEN.

A CONVENIENT LADDER.

Belf-Bupporting, Perfectly Secure and Very
ortabile.

A little forethought during the leis-
ure hours of the winter season will pro-
vide many a useful implement for®the
farmer and gardener. During fruit sea-
son it s almost impossible to have a
superabandanco of ladders for gather-
ing fruit. The followins illustration is
re-engraved from the Canadian Horti-
culturist, which says: It rests om five

bearings, threeof them adjustable as to |-

length and position and easily adesed
to all inequalities of surface, pzztectly |
secure, and very portable. A &-foot |,
ladder weighs about forty pounds. The |
crane, or basket and hook holder,
rotates, or may be shifted to either side
of the operator; will support thirty
ds of fruit in basket with ease, and

ation wpon persenal property. Let us,
therefore, inquire whether there is any
tendency improv t in these re-
spects, and whether the history of the
last few years encourages the hope that
the evasions of the ‘“‘Shylocks” ean be
put an end to and the honest farmer re-
lieved, by & more thorough assessment
of personal property. For thia purpose,
let us again compare the typical coun-
ties of Hamilton and Geauga—the former
having an almost exclusively eity popu-
lation and the latter being occupied al-
most exclusively by farmers.
WATCHES, CAHRIAGES AND MONLY.

It there are any items in which the
Shylocks ought to make & better show-
ing than the farmers, surely watches,
pleasure carriages, money on hand and
credits would stand first on thelist. LLe
us take them in succession: "
mber of Watches, 1682, 1847,
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sorrowful tale

of poverty and destitution among the
poor farmers of Cincinnati, while théy
indicate that the bloated capitalists of
Geaugs county are the ehief patrons of
the fine watchmakers of Paris and
Geneva. Let us turn fr.w ‘his sorrow-
ful picture to
Pleasure Carriages. W
Hamilton..
Here one finds some slight rel’ »f, not,
indeed, in the increasing prosperity of
any part of Ohio, but in the fact that
the poor farmers of Cincinnati do not
seem to have given up any larger pro-
portion of their pleasure earriages than
the Shylocks of Geauga; while a deso-
lating wave of poverty has swept over
the entire State, resuiting in the loss of
nearly one-eighth of all the carriages in
the State. Let us look at
Money on band. lﬁel?. 1887,
Rasiiton. ¥nee Mihom
BaZLE3 22,116

Here, again, wave of poverty has
flooded the whole State, in tolerably
equal proportions. Toney is evidently
rapidly vanishing, for the total stock ol
the State haas fallen off $11,000,000 in five
years, diminishing twoenty-fire per cent
in Hamilton, but only twenty per cent.
in Geauga. We now look at

Here we see that Ohio, as & State, ls a
money lender to the extent of one per
cent more in 1887 than im 1882, But
sgsin the poor agriculturists of Cingin-
natli come to the fromt, with a loss of
$836,000, or 121§ per cent. of their total
stock, while the loss in Geaugs county
is only about ome-third as much, ora
trifle over 4 per cent

THEE MOOS-STRUCK THEORISTA,

Figures like these might be colleoted
not only from the statistics of Ohio, but
from those of every State and couniry
under the sun, where statistics are kept
and personal property is taxed. They
are the moon-struck theorists, who, in
contradiction of all the facts and all the
experience of the world, persist in the
vain endeavor to tax personal property,
and in the absurd assertion that thia
form of taxation tends torelive farmers.

Farmers cannot éonceal their sheep
and oxen, their plows and implements;
and they have enormous difficulty in
concealing their wealth in any form,
because their waffairs are so well
knowa to all their neighbors. If they
have any money in bank, all the vil-
lage knows it. If they have loaned
money or sold goods om ecredit, their
debtor is pretty sure to be some one in
the immediate neighborhood; and all
the ciroumstances are known to fifiy
people. The average farmer, whea
making his returns to the assessor is
afraid to understate his weslth very
greatly, becaase he could hardly look
the assessor in the face sfter doing so,
being comscious that, if the assessor
does not already know the truth, he can
with very little difficulty find it out for
himself. But in large towns and cities,
scarcely any man knows, intimately, the
affairs of his neighbor, and the assessor
knows least of all. People are reputed
to be worth $1,000,000, who in reality
are not worth $50,000; and others are re-
puted to be worth only $100,000, who in
reality are worth £2,000,000. Even if
the tof any man’s wealth isap-

moneys, credits and similar investments,
18 to relieve the burden of the cities and in-
erease the burden of the farmers.

Let us test this particular {llustration
by comparing the occunty of Hamilton,
in which the town lots are worth seven
times as much as the farming lands,
with Geauga, in which the farm lands
are worth tweniy-severn times as much
as the town lots:

mm s 88, 75°, 045
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I.cn(lll;r stated, Hamilton county is The

assessed for nearly thirty times as much
real estate, less thaneeven times as much
“money and less than eleven timeaasmuch
credits as Geaugn county. If taxation
:were levied exclusively upon money in

proximately nown, none of his neigh-
bors know how that wealth is invested,
unjess it is put in real estate. The as-
sessor therefore has absolutely nomeans
of ascertaining the value of suy man's
reonal property, except by returns
that man hii:\wlf. n‘r tm{n the cor-
tions with whom he may ha to

If an Ohio man mlgen prin-

nvest.

ci in ts in tiona out-
of the the assessor is entirely

at the mercy of the . He can

‘hand, Geauga county would pay between

‘four and five times as much a8 it would | the farmer’

if the taxes were levied exclusively on
real estate. IF taxes were levied solely

upon svedits, Geauga would psy nrarly

the legs all fold in when required
The object is to provide a safs stand
and st the game time increase the facil-

SELF-3UPPORTING LADDER

itles of the operator im picking fruit,
pruning trees, ete., giving him the full
use of both hands and placing the
basket within easy reach of the same,
thereby saving time in tran the
fruit from the tree to the basket, The
fruit can also be handled with less dam-
sge from bruising, and it will therefors
bring more money.
KILLED HIS HORSES.
A Muryland Farmer Fed Corn and Cloves
Bilage with Costly Results.

I fed some sight or ten horses on corn
silage some two winters ago with good
results, but subsequently came to the
eonclusion it was much better for catile
than horses, and bave not fed it since to
horses, excopt occasionally as a change.
Iam feeding my dairy cows omn corm
silage at this time with t uccess.

Expecting to have a number of hogs to
winter on an ad farm snd not
having a'silo, I deg s pit in the feld,
cuf and packed sixteen wagon frames of
green clover into i, most of it perfectly
wet and green. (The rain at the time
wasexcessive.) This was put up to feed
hogs, but losing all my hegs by chelers
in the fall I determined when opeming
the pit, if in good condition, to feed the
silage to horses and cattle. I omitted
to say, after packing it in the pit we
covered the mass with wheat straw and
returned four feet of dirt on it In this
way it remained until in December,
when it was opened and found to be in
good condition, the bloom and leaf of
the clover perfect in form, ineolor a
dark brown. The horses and cattle ate
it ravenously; all seemed to be doing
well on it for about four weeks, when
we found two of the horses down in their
stalls and before midday they died. We
sent a msn on another, apparently well,
for wedicine. Bhe ‘was taken sick on
the road and died about midnight, and
within the week I lost nine—all
a very old mule and two sucking colts.

I sent immediately to Dr. Clements,
who is employed by the g 1 Gov-

The “Air Line.,”™

To any one contempiating & journey (he
shortest and most direct line is always to
and wlere one can i“ this,
dati which can

no further {nquiry shonld
ou Evansciile & 8¢,

“Air Line" comprises each of
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Carolinas. Two Trains esch way daily.
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bealtE by using of all
for functional and

weaknesses, which are the bane of woman-
kind. We refer, of course, to. Dr. Pierce's
I'lwgt:‘ﬁ‘.m.. ption, the _only gwar
o women. Mhmnmhﬁ-
te-wrapper.
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germs, and Physicions ac
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Tax position of Minister of Gresce fs
Iooked upon as & fatofice.—Yonkers Btates.

ernment and has his laboratory in the
John's Hopkins Hospital, of Baltimore.
He came and dissectéd and took to his
laboratory different parts of the intes-
tines, and after esamination he pro-
nounped the cause of death from eating
the clover silage—{rom excesa of mitro-
gen caused by exposure to the air.

1 fod cattle on it at the same time
snd saw no perceptible ‘effect on them
but cne, and that was slobbering like
all the horsea, but this I stirib-
uted to second growth of some of
the clover. But this in the cows soon
passed off. My silo at the home plaze
fs a wooden structure, above ground.
forty foet by twelve feet, thirteen feet
deep, double-lined with tarred paper,
This keeps in elegant condition, but my
experimen ts in putting the cut corn, In
half-inch lengths, in a pit lixe the
elover experiment, turns out the best
silage [ have ever seen.

1 would like you to publish this let-
ter to put brother farmers om thelr
guard as to how they use the clover
silage with horses.— Breeder's Gasetia

. POWLTRY PARAGRAPHS.

Dox't be “‘chicken-hearted,” mor too
gregdy, in weeding out the culls.

Dox'r crowd the fowls. Buocess de-
pends in a great measure upon this

Hexs do not eat their eggs unless
they learn the habit from having eggs
breken in the nest. Never use stale or
frosen eggs as nest-eggs. -

I¥ buying poultry for breeding pur-
poses go to some reliable breeder who
has his reputation at stake. Itmaycost
A little more for the bird®, bat the bayer
can depend on what he gets. Culls are
expensive at any price.

To MAKE a good, warm breakfast for
forty fowls boil a heaping half-peck of
toes, mash them, add ome quart
of shorts and bran, a teaspoonful
of salt and pepper, and finish by
hot water enough to mix into &
dough.

Fowrs need fur more care d.lt:
P rainy weather then during

, cold weather of winter, or thedry,
warm weather of summer. Dampnoss
engenders nmumerous disorders, many
of which are difficult to cure. Thrre-
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readers who
send me their und post-ofice ad-
dress. &qmmr}. i M C,
181 Pearl street, New York
pever lie
b wu%- assets with its
hwhﬂts!l_w
Briv's Worm
g et T s e
have the desired effect. I kmow other
worm remedy so and in its
effoct.—J, 1. Clement, M. D., ¥ Ga.
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