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A MARBLE FACADE.

How Mr. and Mra. Catbird Lost
Their New Home.

N a grove near
a small village
lived sa ecatbird
and his mate.

§ Yor severw!
| years they had
lived there and
had raised their
little ones in a
modest home
built in some
low bushes near
a stone wall
They were con-

“tented to do the
work God had
given them and
every day was
made happy by
love and toil. Nothing happened to
disturb their joy till a Mr. and Mr=. Ori-
ole came to live in an elm tree near by.
They selected a long, ful branch,
and in a fork far out from the trunk qf
the tree began to build a most artistic
and elegant home.

Mr. Catbird, going out for & soar one
morning, ecaught sight of the new-
comers as they were busily working on
the new house. Their bright eolored
garments, as they flashed in the sun,
sent a thrill—not of pleasure,] am sorry
to say—of jealousy to his heart. He
hurried home, and found modest little
Miss Pewee chatting with his wife. He
could not conceal his vexation till the
guest was gone, but burst forth: “Who,
Ishounld like to know, are those fowls
who have just moved into the neighbor-
hood and are setting themselves up
above their neighbors?”

“T believe,” said Miss Pewee, ‘‘that
they belong to the Blackbird family;
1 met Spink Bobolink the other day
and he said that some of his relatives
were going to move to Bird Grove
soon.”

“H'm!" broke out Mrs, Catbird,
*they have no reason to be stuck up on
nccount of family. The Grackles be-
long to that family, and of all the
noisy, gossipy birds I know they are the
worst. Why, they are as common as
the wvulgar erows. If you are going to
look to family to decide social stand-
ing, I think we shall have as good a
name asany. I suppose you know that
the mocking-birds, who are the musical
prodigies of the age, are closely con-
nected with us by family ties.” Mrs
Catbird was so eloquent on this sub-
ject that she could have chattered on
for an hour, had not Miss Pewee ven-
tured to remark:

“For my part, 1 like these new neigh-
bors. Their home promises to be a
marvel of architecture. - As for fine
cluthes, if they can afford to wear
them, I am glad for it gives me pleasure
to look at them; and their singing is so
fine, | am sure they are a great addi-
tion to this neighborhood.” These re-
marks so nettled Mr. and Mrs. Catbird
that they conld not conceal their ill
feeling, and, as a young friend who had
been paying marked attention to Miss
Pewee happened along at that moment,
she sailed away with him.

While they were standing sulkily, with
tails drooping, wings hanging down,
snd feathers not preened, thinking
what they could do to outshine those
oriole upstarts, a trim robin who had
been working earnestly for two hours
saw them, and, as they both looked as
though they were sick, he stopped to
see if he counld be of service to them.

“Oh, no,” said Mr, Catbird, ‘“there's
nothing the matter with us; but what
do you think of these new folks who
are flaunting out their wealth in this
guiet place?”

“Why." said Mr. Robin, ** I called
on them yesterday and found them very |

“You dared to call, did you?” Mrs.
Catbird eried ont. “‘I have felt that oar
clothes were not good emoongh, and
they would only look down on us. ™

Here Mr. Catbird remarked: “Our

HERE MR. CATBIRD REMARKED.

alate-colored garments are sarely rich
looking, my dear, and the mahogany
color under my tail is much more fash-
jonable than the vulgar and gaudy or-
ange which they wear in such abun-
‘dance. They pretend to take their eol-
ors from the livery of Lord Baltimore,
nnd [ suppose, if the truth were known,
they even use his coat of arms.”

Mr. Robin did not enjoy this gossip,
and so, meekly remarking that he
thought they wonld find their neigh-
bors very pleasant people when they
knew them, he fiaw. away. ,

As it is not the nature of envious and

persomns to try to remove
fee

picion of the trouble they were caus-
ing, worked away as happy as birds
could be, until one morning when Mr
Oriole poured forth an unusually tri-
umpharnt song. Mr. Catbird could en-
dure it no longer. His Moekingbird
blood grew hotter and hotter and he
resolved to put that “*squawking neigh-
bor” to everlasting shame,  So he
sneakingly perched himself where he
conld be heard but not seen, and imi-
tated exactly the notes which Mr.
Oriole had just sung, only at the end of
every strain he burst forth into the
most contemptuous, catlike ‘“‘meow,
meow,” and then, to make the Oriole’s
song seem more insignificant, he
poured forth such magnificent strains
that all Bird grove came out to listen.
The Oriole family were in dismay.
They could not imagine what they had
done to merit such abuse, but they re-
solved to go right on wilh their house
as though nothing had happened.

Mr. and Mrs. Catbird made their home
in the usual way, of course, dead
twigs, dry leaves and grass without
and fibrous roots within; but all the
while they were making it they were
dissatisfied and were trying to find
some way to give a finish to it which
would fill Bird Grove with astonish-
ment. When the house was “nearly
completed, Mr. Catbird came home one
day with feathers ruffled and so ex-
cited he could scarcely speak. That
morning he was flying near a house
when he saw a freshly ironed linen
eollar lying on the ground under a
window. Not being posted in such
things, he supposed it was a piece of
marble. The black characters on the
outside near the bottom only added to
its beauty. He resol®d to capture it
for a stone front te his house. He
knew it would be stealing, but the
love of show had drowmed the little
voice which tells birdies what is right
and what is wrong, He told Mrs, Cat-
bird the plan, and she agreed to help
him. After dark that night they went
quietly to the place. They both
trembled, and their hearts beat sc
loundly that they were afraid of awak-
ening the persons in the house. Mrs.
Catbird could scarcely keep from cry-
ing, but her husband whisperd: *“‘Just
think how those Orioles will feel when
they see our house with a marble
facade!” This gave them courage, and
they each took one end of the collar
ond started home. It was heavy and
they could searcely lift it, but, by rest-
ing often, they at last carried it to the
spot. It was then too late to work any

MES. CATBIRD HELD IT IN PLACE.

more, 50, with aching hearts—for it
was their first theft—they tucked their
heads under their wings and went to
sleep.

Early the next morning they were
awake and ready for work. The
marble, as they called it, did not look
80 handsome as it did the night before.
but they had gone too far to back out,
so they lifted 1t up to the nest and

it around the ountside. Mrs. Cat-
bird held it in place while Mr. Catbird
took long dried grasses and bound iV
on. Hy the time the dwellers in Hird
Grove were stirring the work was done,
and Mr. and Mrs. Catbird started out in
search of brealfast When they re-
turned they saw that there was some
unusual excitement in the trees near
their home. On coming nearer they
saw a strange crowd. Several mem-
bers of the Warbler family, Mr. and
Mrs. Blue Jay, the despised Orioles,
Miss Pewee with her admirer tagging
close to her heels, the Buntings, and
many others were talking in an excited
manner. A noisy English Sparrow
was there making ®imself conspicuous
as & newspaper reporter. A little apart
from the rest, not perching, but con-
tinunally on the wing, was a Mr. Hum-
mingbird, who, though small, was a
well-known architect. While the rest
were talking he seemed to be making
a minute study of the curious dwelling.
When Mr. and Mrs. Catbird appeared
they were greeted with a flood of ques-
tions. They were so puffed up with
pride that they disdained to answer, so
the crowd soon broke up and went te
their work.

The very day after this new display
of pride, a gentleman and lady came
walking along near the lmsh where
this wonderful nest was bailt. The
lady, glancing up, said: “Why, what is
that curious thing up there?” They
stopped, and after loocking a minute,
the gentleman burst out laughing and
replied: *“Why, that is my collar.
There is the name, James MeNab, on
the outside. That is an ingenious piece
of work. Ah! my bird, we shall have to
make this our contribution to the Natur-
al History musenm. If I ecan afford to
lose the collar, you can afford to give
up the nest, and you will be punished
for stealing besides.” At this Mrs
Catbird flew off the nest. Her terrified
mate joined her piercing cries, but the
man coolly tore down the nest and
walked off with it. Here they were,
just at the time when Mrs Oricle’s
babies were peeping out of the shell
left without even a home. They felt
very sad, but they knew it was a just
ponishment for their and theft

SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY.

—8alt is cheaper in some parts of
Kansas than plastering sand.

—It is claimed that in almond and
Madeira nut culture the Pacific coast of
the United States bids fair to surpass
the world.

—The Poncho Springs in Colorado are
all on the side of & mountain, and hot
and cold water flows from the ground
in places mot more than three inches
apart. :

—In the new discovery for photo-
graphy in natural colors, when the
prints are viewed by transmitted. in
place of reflected light, each color is re-
placed by its complementary one.

—Aceording to a German authority it
has been found that zine will rapidly
eorrode when in contact with briek-
work. To prevent this, roofing-felt is
placed between the zinc and the brick-
work.

—Two chemists, Freny and Verpeuil,
who have been experimenting for sev-
eral years in the prod nstion of artificial
rubies, report that they have now over-
come the difficulty that has hitherto
prevented them from producing large
rabies, and they can make them of rea-
sonable size. i

—The water of the central basin of
the Mediterranean has been found to be
warmer, denser and richer in dissolved
salts than the western. While a white
disk wae only  visible at forty-three
meters, photographic plates were
affected at 500 meters

—People who sneer at the suggestion
that aerial navigation is not practic
able should be admonished by the tre-
mendous triumphs of applied science
during the present century. A flying-
machine would not seem half so wild a
scheme as the telephone if both were
unknown.—Inventive Age.

—Weldless steel chnins are being ex-
perimented with in England. The
chains are eut from a blank after the
same general methods employed in cut-
ting out a chain from a single piece of
wood, As steel is used, it is asserted
that the weight ecan be rednced one-
third from what was necessary in old
chains of similar strength.

—As regards the encroachments of
the orchard moth caterpillars on fruit
trees, Miss Ormerod, entomologist of
the Royal Agricultural society, main-
tains that no thorough remedy is known
excepting spraying the trees with in-
secticides of such a nature, and s0 ap-
plied, as will kill the whole collection
of ravaging hordes at once without in-
juring the leafage or promise of fruit.
Solutions of Paris green, Bordeaux pur-
ple and other arsenical pigments have
been found effectual.

—In Franee tests huve been made with
sulphate of copper, lime and water as &
spray in preventing potato disease, with
much sucecess, it is stated, Another ex-
perimenter uses sulphate of iron in-
stead of the copper salt with equal ef-
fect. The value of those vitriols in com-
bination with lime was recognized in
this country many years ago, but if the
French experimenters can regularly ob-
tain the result stated—a great redue-
tion in the percentage of diseased
tubers—various methods of applying
the salts will be tried, especially with
sulphate of iron, which is much cheaper
than the copper salt.

—The latest investigations show that
bacteria are sphercidal, rod-like, or
spirak Under the gost powerful micro-
scopes they are found to have a granu-
lar mass in the center, surrounded by a
thin, structureless membrane. Uunder
favorable conditions, with plenty of
food they divide across the middle, each
part growing longer and again sub-
dividing and so on indefinitely. If this
should go on for a few weeks these
minute animals would become so nu-
merous that they wonld use up all the
carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, and nitrogen
there is available for life purposes. But
their increase is limited by the facts

—The Arrival of the Bore. — Tom —
“Here comes Harry.” Dick—*And hers
goes a pleasant eveuning.” — Yankee
Blade.

—"Did your audience appear to be
moved?” asked the youngactor's friend.
“Yes,” was the reply. “Clear out of
the theater before the first act was
over,"—Washington Post.

—RBobbie — “Look-a here, Uncle
Georgd! English ain't no dead lan-
guage, be it?” Uncle George — “Not
yet, Bobbie, but if you had the exclusive
handling of it it soon would be.”—Boa-
ton Courler.

—~Vaulting Ambition.—Visitor (at the
musenm)—*‘What ia the canse of this
terrible smell?” Attendant—"The fire-
eater was taken ill this afterncon, and
the India rubber man was just fool
enough to undertalre his tricks."—N. Y.
Sun.

—Modern Legislation. — Questioner
(meeting a lawyer with two books of
equal size, one undereach arm)—**What
have you there?” ‘“Laws passed winter
before last.” ‘‘And in the other hand?"
“Repeals of the same laws passed last
winter.”"—Fliegende Blatter.

—Jayway—*“l ran across a white don-
key down near Willow Grove, and—""
Hayway—*When was this?” Jayway—
“Let's see—oh, yes—the day I met you
down there.” And to this day Jayway
can't understand Hayway's coolness.—
N. Y. Telegram.

—Maligious. — Aunt — “Your rattling
of those papers is unbearable.” Niece
—*0), auntie, you are always looking
for paragraphson ‘How to be Beauti-
ful;’ here is one.” Aunt—*"“Well, what
is it? Read it!” Niece — “It reads:
‘Give up fault-finding.’' "—Demorest’s
Monthly.

of Bootless Bob, the tramp, ‘‘do yon
stick out the middle finger of your left
hand so straight when you eat? Was it
ever broken?' “No, madam; but during
my haleyon days I wore a dinmond ring
on that finger, and it has become
second nature with me.”"—Recorder.

—An Unsettled Question.—*It's & lit-
tle girl baby, isn’t it?” asked the ad-
miring visitor, ‘I am not entirely cer-
tain,” responded the Boston two-year-
old standing by the cradle, a shade of
perplexity crossing her thoughtful face,
“whether 1should speak of my infant
sister asa girl baby or a baby girl"—
Chicago Tribune.

—*“Sege here, my friend, that dog of
yours killed three sheep of mine last
night, and | want to know what you
propose to do about it?” *‘are yousure
it was my dog?” “Yesa” ®Well, I
hardly know what to do. I guess I
had betier sell him: You don't want to
buy a good dog, do you?"—Rochester
Talisman.

—Prompter (rushing in excitedly)—
“Wingley, the supe you stood off for
his salary has eloped this minuate with
all the unparalleled ‘Blue’ Hussar’
jewels, the costly set of ‘Cleopatra dis~
monds and ‘King BSolomon's’ best
Manager (sternly)—*It was
your place to guard the jewel chest,
Antonie. I shall have to dock yon $4.—
N. Y. Telegram.

—Too Thin.—*T'11 just tell you what it
is,” remarked a fat, jolly old soul to her
companion as the street car rumbled
along, ‘‘the doctors kin say what they
please, but 1 know it's just flying in the
face o' natur' to bring a baby upon a
bottle. You know Bally Aon Jimsom,
what lives next door to us?" “Yes”
assented the other. ““Well, she tried to
bring her baby up on milkman's mille,
and it died of water on the brain."—
Philadelphia Record. :

TO TEST MUSHROOMS.
Hew to Avoid the Folsonous Growths
Which Resemble Them.
Poisoning by mushrooms is generally
caused by the disregard of very simple
points of observation. In the  firgh
place, mo one should undertake to
gather these excellent foods without

that the food supply gives out, the sun | being fully informed as to their shape,

is their deadly enemy, and they exhale
various chemical substances that are
poisonous to themselves and to each
other.—SHchool Journal.

—As the interests and industries of
the west are more fully developed it is
reasonable to assume that the com-
meree of the lakes will gain in impor-
tance, giving cheap and reasonably
rapid service between the east and the
great producing sections of the north-
west. Certainly this will be the case if
the government should decide to make
the Hudson river navigable for sea-
going ships as far as Troy. Improve-
ment of the great water-ways of New
York is all that is necessary to keep the
tide of commerce at full flood upon the
lakes and through to the metropolis.
The west and northwest are inferested
no less than are the metropolis and the
Hudson valley in bringing to perfection
the great system of water communica-
tion between the army of western pro-
ducers and the sea-coast.—Troy Times

Tha Humors of Bathing.

Some of the experiences that have
overtaken maidens ambitious of be.
coming water sprites are very funny.
One young lady went down to the
water's edge with never a thought of
going in. She did ndt own a bathing
suit, but, becoming infatnated with the
looks of the sport, she determined to
hire a suit and sally forth. She picked
out a costume which she thought would
suit her size, and, bearing it off in haste
to a compartment, proceeded to get into
it. What was her dismay when con-
fronted with the fact that it had no
stockings! To -walk down the beach
barefooted was not to be thought of.
Bhe had a bright idea. She would wear
her own black hose, garter them firmly
abont the knee and plunge in, This she
did with fine effect, and then after re-
suming the rest of her street costume
she hung her stocking on the rail while
she, with her feet thrust into her shoes,
sat like a Turk in the sunburnt sand
until her dusky hose weredry! Another
girl in her hurry to get dressed and re-
join her party forgot te take off her wet
stockings and hastened away from the
bath room leaving her dry ones there
by mistake. That she did not catch her
death of cold must have been owing to
the virtues of the salt water more than

s

color, odor and taste. There are many
books giving all these in detail. Here
it need only be said that any mushroom
which looks cleam and fresh, is not
worm-eaten, has pink gillsunder a buff-
colored cap, that $urns dark when
bruised or matured, has a nutty taste

fungi growing from what is called a
vulva or hollow cup at the base of the
stem. The writer's test, after noting
the above characteristics, is to taste a
small portion of the eap without swal-
lowing it. If the flavor is sweet and nut-
ty, and does not sting or burn the throat,
}the specimen, evem if uuknown, ia
placed among the candidates for eook-
ing. Some salt is always earried, and
a little is held in the mouth for a mo-
ment; still a little more is swallowed,
care being taken not to swallow a par-
ticle of the mushroom. When the
mushrooms are gathered, they should
all be carefully washed in water con-
taining salt and vinegar, and then
eooked with salt. These precantions
usually insure safety. In fact, when
poisoning by any kind of fungl has oe
curred, some carelessness of choice or
preparation has been noted. Old fash-
ioned cooks usually relied upon using s
silver spoon in cooking suspicious fungi;
but the test has not been proven infal-
lible. In case of actual poisoning use
the same treatment asfor narcoties, iLe.,
emetics, stimulating restoratives, and
the earliest possible attention of a com-
petent physician, It may be said in
that mushrooms are far more
t as an article of food than is
generally und They rank next
to meat in savor and Yiutriment, having
largely replaced it in the south during
our ¢ivil war.—Harper's Bazar.
Night Gown Sachets. L
Night gown sachets are easily made
and are a dainty device of the toilet.
They may be in the shape of & fan made
of a succession of creamy lace ruffles
and delicate lavender ribbons, and
padded with soft wool with a layer of
lavender flowers and lined with lavéh.
der silk. In this case, which should be
of ample size, several well-folded fresh
gownz may be kept. A flat, square
sachet made of tufted lavender silk may
be more convenient; though not as fluffy
and as pretty as a fan of lace
frills, it in to make. —Chicago In

—*“Why,"” asked the lady of the house |

PUNGENT PARAGRAPHS. SINGLE TAX gmmm The Cajorsa’ P wes

THE BOSTON GLOBE FOR THE
SINGLE TAX. .

age the employment of labor.
where in the state of Maine or else-
where in the wide world will Judge
Emery and tax commissioners find
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The farmer would be a great gainer
by the substitution of asingle tax upon
value of land for all these taxes,
for the taxation of land values wounld
f£all with greatest weight, not npon the
tural districts, where land values
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as improved land. Aere for acre,
$ proved and cultivated farm, with
buildings, fences, - erops and
wwldhth:qmnqk&nmw
be kept down, and that cultivated and
tmproved farms would have no taxes to
pay until the countzv around them had

population where it is too dense and to | ing

concentrate it where it is w00 sparse;
to substitate for tenement

unnecessarily dreary. He is not only
compelled to work early and late, but
he is cut off by the sparseness of popa-
lation from the ths |

while his children, as they grew up,
would neither be so impelled to seek
the excitement of a city nor would they
be driven #o far away to seek farms of
their own. Their mesns of living
would be in their own hands, and at
hompe.

In short, the working farmer is both
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ored people are as quick sy white peo--
pletolearn. This is shown in their

Fise trom alavery twenty-ive or thirty
years ago to their present intelligent
and ndependent position.

“Imndnchh:mhe:ﬁaidlﬂnd.
and 8o is the whole colored alliance.
In the official paper I keep thesingle tax
ides before the eye. The present land
and taxation system 1s & premiom "=
worthlessness.”

The Effort of
Rent to Public Use.

X

conclusion that not 5 per cent. of the
personal property in this state was
wgmmummu

P T A S N, )
Epwarp H. Baitey, of Bloomington,
IIL, writes: As an evidenee of the val-
ue and importance to the cause in plac-
Mr. George's works in public libra-
ries, I have to relate that to-day I called

at the beautiful public 1il in
city, where 1 learned “‘m
and

Poverty” was
tered I amsked the attendant, a lady
whom I found to be very intelligent, if
sbe could give me a printed list of the
books in the library on political econo-
my. She said she had no such list, and
inguired if I wanted George's works.
“Have you ‘Progress and Poverty?'”
asked. “I¥  ©belongs to our
but it is out now.”
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“What sbout the single t1x idea?™ 3
asked. B
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