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MISFORTUNES OF MARK TWAIN,

Financial Reverses Compel Him at the Age
of Bixty to Begin His Work Aaew,

Mayi Twain is now impoverished and
t slave to a debi. He is in poor health,
confined to a modest lodging in London,
and burdened with age and the woes of
a broken heart, It is probable {hat the
end has come.

There is but a single hope for this
man, who for 20 years has shared the
field of American letters—as the Eus
ropeans estimate American letters—
with Bret Harte. He is home from a
trip around the world. Itbeganin Van-
cover and ended in London—a failure
from the start, He has been working
for weeks on the manuseript of the
story, but the few who have hunted
bim in the modest room fear that the
inspiration has gone. le is working
under forced conditions, and the pre-
diction is that the tale of the tour will
be like a plant forced to blossom in un-
natural econditions,

Mark Twain is 62 years old and handi-
capped by the fact that his best efforts
bave not been his latest.

There is mo question as Lo the posi-
tion he used to hold in the English and
continental estimate. No one has ever
divided his stunding as the Ameriean
humorist.  “The Innocents Abroad™
was translated into the tongues of the

leading nations, and since 1869 all the |

facts concerning his life have been
eagerly read. It was in looking for
these facts and searching for the early
incidents in the life of the man that
all Germany has come to know the
slory of Samuel L, Clemens. The jm-
portance that those facts attached to
Missouri led ‘many to imagine In the
usually intelligent grasp of American
affuirs by Europeans that Missouri is
the capital of the United States.

There are many stories abont hig
early adventures, It is known Le was
once a pilot on the Mississippi. He is
known nx g journalist, but the most
active journalism he ever talks about
is his term as city editor of the Enter-
prise, published in Virginia City, Nev.,
or is a joint reporter and deputy sheriif
ut Duteh Flats, in the Sierra Nevadas,
This was in 1862 and 1863, while he was
searching for fame and wealth in the
west and before he had published him-
self into the attention of the east or tha
admiration of the critics and people
over here.

He came over the Atlantie first in
1867. He had previously rambled over
the istands of the Pacific and had begun
the publication of articles which were
beginning to attract attention. He re-
turned to Amerien from the continent,
and “Innocents Abroad,” in 1869, rather
placed him in the public eye as a pro-
fessionnl humorist, It gave him the
reputation for bread and healthy hu-
mor. The first impression was that he
would not suceeed in any other field.

There is always evidence thal his life
on the big river left the most secure im-
Pressions on his mind. Tt was from this
period that he got the name under
which he went into literature and
vnder which he is known,

Clemens, as a boy, had the greatest
ambition to excel, Next to being at the
head of his class, he hoped to be a star
in a circus. He tells that he used to
give exhibitions of his prowess during
“recess." He could walk farther on his
hands, jump higher and turn nenter
somersaults than any other boy in
school. It was this romping, roving
epirit that laid the foundation for his
subsequent health, which eould not be
undermined by hard work, but which
is failing under the stress of disappoint=
meunt,

It has been insisted that Twain's
shambling step and drawling method
of speech are afiectation. The men who
remember him as a boy claim that the
two peculinrities were distinguishing
traite in the boy's young nabits. He
was then thick set, with shaggy hair,
end a face so full of freckles that there
wis not room for one freckle more.

He looked like & boy “created just for
fun,” and his perpetunlly tired, weary
gait and ludicious speech made him
such a joke that, had anyone ventured
to pick one of the Clemens boys as a
coming great man, the choice would
have surely fallen upon Henry or Orion
~—anyene but Samuel.

Mark Twain has been honored with
memberships in most of the leading
orders aud societies of merit on the
continent. He wore the ribbon of the
Legion of Honor, and when asked about
it he did not draw bimself up with
pride, bui replied that he had the dis-
tinction, “Few escape if,” he added,
with his custemary drollery. And the
rendinese of the bit of humor is but
characteristie of the rendiness with
which he =aw the fun in everything.
It was this readiness that made him one

of the best talkers that ever stood at a-

banquet table.

There is new no more personally
popular writer in London, The reading
public here knouws him as it knows a
household, but there are not many who
vealize the plucky fight he is making,
with all odds against him. He is
probably working harder now than
ever before. Bad it is the results do not
look promising.—London Cor. Chicago
Times-Herald.

Spring Dress Goods.

English whipeords with round threads
dosely twilled, forming a nearly smooth
suriace that repels dust, comne in light
spring weighits and in delicate shades
of brown, lLeliotrope, several beautiful
tinis in green, and in silver gray, doe
eolor and black. New. golf costumne

- ¢loths have a genuine highland air, and

show beautiful color-blendings on the

. sample cards, Domestic silks cop,

' these effecis will be sold for linings and
| mecessories. These will no doubt find
& ready purchase, for while not ex-

pentive they are of fine quality and

- closcly resemble the high-grode tartaus,
¢ (. Post.

—N. X
. —A Good Rule—*If anyone feels

~ angry he should count ten before ho

pays anything.” “Yes; when mly wife
s angry it always pacifies her if 1 count
"—Chicego

| WHEELING AND DANCING.

Bleyele Riding Impairs the fal
of Ladies In the Sall

The wheel no doubt makes the bicycle
girl's legs stronger, but when it comes
to pirouetiing about and tracing on the
ballroom floor the mystic figures so
dear to the heart of the debutante and
ber seniors, then, alas, the ill-effects of
the wheel are apparent. The
woman who has plighted her affections
to the bike in the season when it was
particularly in evidence, suddenly dis
covers that while in her mind she ia
thoroughly familiar with just what she
cught to do, she is absolutely incapable
of performing proper action. The mus-
cles of her limbs seem to have lost their
tunning. Instead of being able to “one,
two, three; one two; three,” as the
dancing master would have it, she finds
it hard to even “one,” and her parents
wonder what on earth is the matter
with the young woman, who, the year
before, danced as if she werea sylph.

The difficulty referred to is partic-
alarly noticeable in the waltz.” The
bicyele girl finds it absolutely impossi-
ble to execute the steady glide. Awk-
wardness does not describe what she
feels. She can only perform & move-
ment that is as eccentric in its way as it
lacks elasticity. The polka, the schot-
tische and the quadrille are almost as
difficult, although the latter, of eourse,
calls for much less exercise of skill in
the matter of executing the steps. In-
quiry among the young women who
ride the bicyele shows it to be an actual
fact that exercise on the wheel seems to
deaden and stiffen the set of muscles
that come into play In dancing.  Just
why this is so the doctors are unable to
:xplain, except in a general way that
they become lax and useless through
constant exercise of other muscles, and
that when the old-time museles again
are put in use they are awkward and not
inclined to respond to the call made
upon them.

Several of the young women who have
danced to the delight of thousands at
the theaters ruefully admit that their
affection for the wheel has cansed them
no end of trouble, “Why,"” said one
Young woman, whose merry eyes hava
zained for her an international reputa-
tion, “I took up the wheel for exercise,
don't you know, and liked it ever and
ever so much, but what was my sur-
rrise, after I had been riding awhile, to
find that for some reason or other it
was very much harder for me to danee
than it had been before. I couldn't
imagine what was the matter. Finally
I went to see my doctor and asked him
if there was anything wrong with my
muscles. He looked meall over careful-
Iy, and then said the only thing that was
wrong, so far as he could judge, was the
wheel,

“I asked himi what in the world he
meant, and he said that riding the wheel
deadened the musecles that I had used
in daoeing, and that every night, when
I bad been riding in the day, I would
find that the muscles for dancing
wouldu’t net as if I had not been riding.
Walking does not affect me that way at
all. 1 can walk miles and miles and feel
just as well as ever at night, so far as
the muscles are concerned, but do you
know I have just had to give up the
wheel? I have had to give it up alto-
gether, much as I hate to. You RS,
dancing is my bread and butter, and as
I find that riding the wheel hurts my
dancing I simply have got to stop it.
How does the affection make me feel?
Why, T have a sort of & ense of gone-
ness in my legs, just as if the museles
that T know are there were faking a va-
cation, or something of that sort. T
rannot make the little kicks and twirls
with my legs that I ought to in order {o
make my dance perfect, and so you see
have had to give up the wheel.”

That is just about the same way it
Beems to most of the young women who
have been questioned on this rather
delicate subject. So genern] has been
the practice of riding wheels by young
women the past season that thiseurious
nffection of the dancing muscles is a
matter of almost national interest. Go
into the ballroom where young women
of ordinary society are to be found and
wateh the movementsof the dancers,
There will at onee be apparent that lack
of grace and lithesomeness that is
usually characteristic of the American
girl. There is a dragging movement
about the feet as if a tendon was out of
order, or something of that nature,—
Thiladelphia Times.

Great loe Avalunche.

A mass uf ice comprising 4,000,000
tubie feet broke away on the 11th of
September, 1806, from the lower part of
the Altels glacier on the Gemmi pass,
in Switzerland. With the velocity ac-
guired in its descent this river of lce
rushed across the pasturage and up the
western slope of the valley to a height
of 1,300 feet along the rocky wall of the
Weissflugrat. Not being able to com-
pletely surmount this barrier, the main
mass came surging back--like a vast
sea-wave recoiling from the eliffs—
with such force that some of it re-
turned o a height of 100 feet up the
costern side. Isolated blocks of ice
were hurled clear over the ridge into
the adjoining valley, . The avalanche
was preceded by a terrific blast of wind,
which swept away chalets, trees, men
ond eattle, as though they had been
feathers, Thbese sudden avalanches of
ice or snow form one of the special dan-

Enquire
A Considerate Ofices,

“Well, why don't you arrest the
man?" asked the squire as the constable
came into the office alonpe. :

*I-—T didn't like to do it on account of
his family,” said the officer, standing on
one foot with the other crossed over it.

“What! You are getting a little too
considerate for this business.” .

“I dunno what you ecall it, but Tknow
that when 1 went after hini the old

in they would beat my head off."—Cin-
-elnnati Enguirer S :

gers of Alpine climbing.—Cincinnat]
T. y

‘nsan, his daughter and two.sons fiet me
al the door, and said if 1 tried to coms.

fARMER AND PLANTER.

BOOK FARMING.

Prejudics Agniust »Book Farmiog™ Grad-
ually Dylng Out.

The prejudice against what is termed
“book farming” is verr stromg, ul-
though based on unsubstantial
grounds. It is gratifying to know
that this prejudice is gradually de-
creasing, and as education becomes
more general, will be wholly elimi-
nated, By “book farming” the read-
ing of agricultural papers is implied.
There are not a few successful farmers
who decry bock farming, and yet in
their practice negative their position.
It will generally be noted of them
that they absorb readily, but
never give out any *information.
With great eagerness they gather up
coral hints and suggestions from their
neighbors and are the closest observers
of what is going on on their own farma
and .the farms of others. Will the
mere fact of the publication of their
own experience or what information
they may have obtained from others
in an agricultoral journal or io book
form invalldate the correctness and
value of that experience or informa-
tion? Does & reflector behind a lamp
destroy the brightuess of the light?
How can it demonstrate the correet-
ness of an experience by obtalning the
details of it orally? Why should read-
ing in print the same experience dem-
onstrate its uncorrectnesa

Books and agricultural journals, in
recording the experlences and observa-
tions of others, and the conclusions
drawn therefrom, serveas the reflector
belind the light to extend its focal
power and bring out more perfectly its
llominating power.

It may be said truthfully that every
observation wrltten is not absolutely
correet. Neither would it be correct
if it was spoken instead of being writ-
ten.

The real base of this prejudice Is the
fact that readers do not slways com-
prehend the real mission and object of
an agricnltural journal,

Let readers learn that the mission
of agricultural journals s not to lay
down a fixed rule for the guid-
anece of farmers, but to enunclate
principles whieh farmers can study
until they thoroughly nnderstand them
and afterwards apply according to
Yarying circumstances and conditions,
The agricultural journal does not sy
to the farmer: “You press the button;
we willdothe rest.” Theagricultural
Journal elucldates and explains the
general princlples underlying the prac-
tice and constituting the science of
agrienlture.

The agricultural journal should be
read for the purpose of learning the
why and the how, and more for learn-
lng the principle than the actual prao-
tice. It shonld be used by the farmer
as any other implement, intelligentl
and for the purpose Intended. Thus
used they are among the best invest-
ments on the farm.—Sonthern Culti-
vator.

HOME MANURES.

Cnipable Waste Not to Convert All He-
fase Matter Into Manure.

As so often urged, it is a culpable
waste not to convert all the refuse
materials which sccumnulate on every
farm into valuable plant food, Ifitis
inexpedient to compost these mate-
rials, the farmyard manure may be
bauled cut and nsed to topdress spring
graiu and grass crops, taking care not
to haul over the land when very wet;
or we may haul the uncomposted

manures and broadenast over § land
which is to be plowed for Pammer
erops.  Where convenient of ae-
cess and not too far to haul,

wood moeld, the rich earth ln fence
cornérs, etc., may also be hauled and
spread upon the galled or bare spota,
which sometimes appear on otherwise
well conditioned felds. But where
possible, we have found that compost-
ing is an economical as well as con-
venient method of utilizing - many
forces otherwise unused, and also that
it renders avallable much that would
else be wasted, or too slow in its ac-
tlon Lo benefit this season’s crops. If
in these compost heaps we use potash
in the form of kainit, and also some
good phosphate, we run no risk
of these ingredients leaching
out, and thelr presence will in-
sure  seversl beneficial results,
The potash, while furnishing
a much needed element for ovr crops,
will prevent the escape of smmonia,
and the phosphate will supply a de-
ficiency fn the farmyard manure, be-
sides adding its own valne to the
heap. If these are ted with

As to the propriety of turning nne
der sod with & heavy growth, we
would not advise that it be done thia
late in the season, As waateful ag it
seems, the grass, ete., should be
burned off before the plow, unless it
can be turned under deep enough to
be entirely out of the way. There
will not now be time for the thorough
decompoaition of thls matter before
the crops are to be planted, and its
rmcnu on the upper soll will be of
ittle benefit, besides being a constant
drawback to the succsssiul cultive-

tion of the growing erops.—Southern
Cultivator.

Farmers Bhould Ealse Mules.

A good mule is like a bale of cotton,
always marketabls at s fair price, and
in the case of the mule alwaysata
fair profit on the cost of production,
and it is slways convenlent to havea
mule or two to sell when money s
needed to rum the farm. To buy the
mules necessary requires the raising
at one time of gconsiderable money, or
as ls often the case, necessitates the
placing of a mortgage on other
property, while these same mules
might have been paised on
the farm withont any great outlay
at owe time, and would therefore
never have been missed, In fact, the
little amounts expended in their rais-
ing would be that much saved, for If
the produce were not fed to the young
mules it would probably be wasted.
It always did pay the farmer to raise
his own work stock, but there never
was a time when it became so imper-

ative as Lthe present.—Southern Farm
Gazette.

Avallablo Resonross.

For many years the cotton grower,
ignorant of the great value.of his
cotton seed, threw them away. Since
thelr use by cotton oil wmills the cotton
seed becomes an important part of the
cotton crop. Corn growers Hkewiss
for years left the cormstalks in the
fleld to serve as m harbor for insect
encmies and let & very valuable part of
the corn erop go to waste in the flelds,
But investigation proved the falue of
corn stover, and the wise farmers
now are using their efforts to ste
this leak upou the farm, Recently :S
haa been discovered that the pith
the cornstalk serves asa valuable cont-
Ing to vessels of war, rendering them
proof against missiles of destruction.
If this leads to the use of the pith of
the cornstalk for such purposes, the
demand will necessarily increase the
value of the cornstalk and add to the
revenues of the farm. These facts go
to show how unwise farmers are to let
anything on the farm go to waste.—
Dixie Farmer.

C.l_ll Farming,

Cane tops were at one time used In
Lonisiana for seed as in the tropies,
but our climatic conditions necessitat-
ing the saving of seed cane separately
from the manufactoring season has
led to the entire abandonment of
planting cane tops. Asthe business
comes closer and the margins narrow,
it would seem very possible that
we shall agaln begin planting cane
tops, eatting our canes low in the be-
gloning of the grinding season, and
mattressing or windrowing the cane
tops in such a way that they will keep
until needed. As the industry changes
from planting on its present huge
scale to cane farming, as it surely
will in the early future, a resumption
of the planting of cane tops In Louiss
iana seems likely.— Louisiana Planter,

Work for Wet Days.

Besides the regular work of prepara-
tion which shounld go on wheuéver the
land is dry encugh to plow (dont’ plow
when there is too much water In the
soll; this is one kind of hurrying that
does not pay), there are various need-
ed repairs on farm buildings and
fences, tools, implements and harness,
which should be attended to befors
the pressure of spring work leaves no
time for these small but no leas im-
portant duties. On wet days, a great
deal of the trash as well as the bushes,
briers and weeds which have gained s
foothold in fence corners and other
neglected spots during the previous
year, may be uprooted and piled ready
tor burning. In destroying these we
often ineclude the larves and eggs of
many destruatire insect pests.—Dixi¢
Farmer.

.HERE AND THERE.

—In arrangiog for the differens
erops, don't be induced to cut the food
supplies short. And in plasiing cot-
ton don’t put this erop on land that
will ron the axpenses over seven cents!

—One good winter layer s mors
profitable than two who confine thely

leaves, trash, cotton seed, lot manure,
etc., the heaps properly Luilt and pro-
teeted from the weather, the fermenta-
tion ecarefully regulated to prevent
fire-fang,” and the whole cut down
and thoroughly mixed befors applica-
tion to the land, we have a plant food
which is not equalled by the most per-
fect commercial fertilizer yet coms
pounded, and whose beneficinl effects
sre iar more lasting.—Dixie Farmer,
i o
Bpring Oat Crop.

Upon our lighter lands it is well to
get in the spring cat erop at the sarli-
est practicablo moment, and In erder
to take the chances of escape from in-
Jury, we wonld always sow s part st
lesst of the ¢rop in February.
care shonld be taken in the selection
ofseed. The home-grown seeds, which
is undoubted!ly the best for our use, are
often filled with rust pores, end for this

1 reason should alweys be treated with

blue-stone or with hot water, accord-
ing to the Jansen method. The water
should be heated to 140 @ and
each sack of oats suspended in it, s0
that the water will rench every part for
sbout tHree minutes, not more. If not
%o be sown at once, the seed should be
spread out to dry, taking care that
there are no rust spores which ean
again come in contact with the seed.
Drying Is not necessary if they ars to

‘be sown at once, but we have found

that'it ls o good plan to roll the damp
seed In plaster. This will not oniy
help the crop, but enables us to

.| accurately as to the quantity of peed|

Great

iness to & few of the warmer
months, Therefore, cause your heng
to lay in winter by giving them laying
feed and care.

—To suceoed best with any system
of fertilizing, we have first to adopt
careful and aystematic rotation
erops, so managed as to give the farm-
er power to utilize to the best advap.
tage ull the home manures he .can
malte. i I

—Itisa mistake to think that tb
young stock do not pay well for goo
atteation given them, There i ¢
time in the life of sn animal ::::
there is better profit returned for
care and feed given tham during the
growing period,

—Congresa still adheres to the fi
sted buslness and a 1% 1] -
000 for that purpose. Itis §
ble whether the results of thia
distribution of seceds justify this lavish
expenditure.

O—It m
that eatt ey aré
seen licking each other to. get
briny exudstions from the skin.
course this may become a babit. Inm-
dlegestible ballsa of hair are

formed in the stomnoh, which can not:

but be hurtful.

want to or not, see thit they are coms
fortably housed and fed corn at night,
wheat bran, with a little sait in

hed drapped ins
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feet from froat-bites are made sound
by 6.5 :

ncobs Oil. It cures
First Burglar—“Hist] Here
janitorl”" Baoond Buceiar e i in
DN T, didmt et it e

ﬂmm'm“ fwmfhﬁ
owancad, T, Homad, Wit s . >
At comes as natural to 8 woman to know
W‘F&uﬂdoutoam to swear.—
ington Democrat,

. { of tism_have ended with
m’fy'sc. scobs Oil. Cures promptly.

lLike cabbage?” “Well, I never eat
i ,‘iumh it mtlm-'."—(hiu_p

feil; bad sprain.
-Ef'sn?mb-d 0l will cure it.
Generally, thoss who know the least are
the ones mm Quadm
g h kida and
bowels. Nmmwﬂmmgﬁ&m

We have never #e¢n a mean foo poor
n’w.namnndn,rﬁ.

Made worse eold. Neuralgia needs
&Jthi.‘lt:’m It cures,

thinks he was as feolish
-mlﬂw him,
Dicky—"They tell us you are living on
o i G
slace,™ era — *
I.nd filled cheese.”—Cleveland Plain 4
Most of the women who belong to li

Never

LRLA G |

eocieties use self-rising pancake flour,

“rising flour iz a sure sign of
e eeping —Atchizon Globe, ©
—— e
course a i d girl cannot wear a
wg!tedm:nd um?n the winter, but
rhe can wear i in the braids

down her back, and look stunning,—Atchi-
son Globe.

“Father mnfht you smoking onec of hia
eig'fr:, did he!? .AJ]:: what d;l‘l‘fvhhi::h—hti'ﬁ
rl IINO; h '!l A
3fade me wimoke it—right through.”—

i Iy think of it, when
Miss Elderwun—“Only tl nta;_n&'mtnh

I the room and ki

thmmwwna‘: a man there!” ;

*“Did yon eateh him or wns he too quick for
you?"—HBoston Transeript.

T i tell me the dif-
s Bl s TR
Msiny—"fg,nmw ution. “Dut when the
'8 ca ut wi
other fellows afraid, that is cowurdice.”"—
en Pm_y._‘__&.__

“T don't like your milk,” said the mis-
t the house. hat's wiong with it,
o | 1t drvadtally thin s Theres
no cream on it.” “After you have lived in
the town awhile, mum,” said the

y il
eneo ingly, i'll get over them
M of sesn e
"I hardly think,” said the lawyer, “that
you can 8 separation from your on
nceount of her making 1ce of | -
ing thi at the L s BAIG
o s ot e Sy
time 1l at the sl
ﬂ:’ me!"—Twinkles. ;

Dennis—“Arrah, Pat, and so yes have
come back to stay? Why didn” loike it
out west in that place where such s

Jjob?” Pat—"Och, it’s no place fer a
ian mon, Dennis. There ain’t a livin®

1,000 SALESMEN WANTED

IRE KURSERY 00., Bt. Lonis, Mo,

G pamcresmen

OPIUMZEDUNIENNESS

DROPSYESE®S

| about the place that hasn’t died wid the
mnpm”—&nc:hnﬂwm

boiling.

the

: Stick to the Directions,
\ if you wantto get '
Pearline. Otherwise, you’
in too much, and wasting the
and calling it expensive. Or you
won’t put in enou
won't getas mchd
you expected, an
J do more work,
every package

most

work

be putting

e

Bo':’l haveto
L3 o m f
for hot and cold

water washing, with and without

have revolutionized o

of washing.

out of

»

cup.
Be sure that
BAKER & CO.

the geauine
,II-':-ur.I-l.

REASONS FOR USING g s t :

Walter Baker & Co.’s|
Breakfast Cocoa.

i. Because it is absolutely pure. =
2. Because it Is not made by the so-called Dutch Process in

3. Because beans of the finest quality are used.

Because it Is mada by a method which
# lluue:qm:grdhmmmdh'
S. Because it is the most economical, costing less than ons cent.
. 4
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