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The "Backbone" Land Grant

Hon. N. C. Blanchard Gives History of the Controversy
With the Railroad and Says that Lands Cannot be

Taken Away from Bona Fide Settlers.

Shr'-veport. La...ne 14, 14, 1911.
Editor (thronicle, Colfax, La.:

Dea;r Sir-Replyinig to yours of re-

cenlt date, I beg so say that the sito-

ation with regard to the rights of

settlers on the railroad land grant is

about as follows:

The New Orleans Pacific Railway

Comiipany chlilmed what was known

as the "Backbone luandl Grat" in

Louisiana, which embraced the odd
sections of land in a grant twenty

miles on either side of the line of a

contemplated railroad from New Or-

leans to the West. This "Backbone"
land grant was one of the early

grants made by the United States
Government to a railroad company.

I was in Congress when this grant

was claimed by the New Orleans Pa-

ciflc Railroad Co.. and I sought to

have the grant forfeited for non-com-
pliance with the terms of the grant.

This was in the early 80's. I was
unable to secure the forfeiture of the

grant, and thereupon took steps to

secure the rights of settlers upon the

lands included in the grant.
Congress eventually confirmed to

the New Orleans Pacific Railroad,
whose rights were succeeded to by
the Texas Pacific Railroad, the land

in question, but at the same time ex-

cepted out of the operation of the

grant the lands to the extent of 160

acres held by actual settlers at the

date of the definite location of the

railroad through the parishes in

Louisiana, beginning with Caddo
a nd running southward, through

which the railroad ran. But before

Congress took this action, the Landl

Department at Washington, through
influences brought to bear on it by

the railroad, rushed the issuance of

the patent to the railroad; aud,when

the Act of Congress was passed in

1887, confirming the grant to the

railroad, but exe;npting the holdings

of the.ettlers out of the grant, pat-

ent had already been issued.

My recollection is that the Act of
Congress referred to was passed on

8th day of February, 1887a and the

intention of the Act was to grant to
all actual settlers the lands they oc-

cupied at the date of the definite lo-

cation of the line of the railroad.

The lands held by the settlers were
neverconflrmed to the railroad; but,
since the patent had issued, it be-
came necessary for the Government
to institute a suit or suits against
the railroad company to cancel the

pa tent, so far as it affected the rights
of the settlers.

A suit or suits for this purpose
were instituted in the Federal Courts

years ago, but through the fault of

somebody these suits have never
been pressed, and are still pending in

the Federal Court in Louisiana.

1 have always advised the settlers
to hold possession of their lands;

that the same cannot t~ taken from

them; and that the railroad or its

assigns dare not bring a suit to dis-
possess them, and such is the situa-
tion to-day.

I had no connection with the suits
against the railroad referred to

almve. That was a matter between
the Government and the railroads,
and if the suits have not been press-

ed it is the fault of the Government.

Somnething ouglht to be done to

press these suits that are now pend-

ing in the Federal Court, 81an1d this in

the interest of the actual settlers.

A week or so agon comlmunication

signed "Farlner," dated Peltley, La.,
June 1st, 1911, sppeared in the
Shrevepolrt liniies, which gives about
the true facts of the situation.

I wulhl adlvise that you hunt up
this comliunication in your files of
the Shreveport Tirnes and reproduce

Yours very truly,
N. C. BiLANCuARD.

The uniform sucoees that has attend

ed the use of Chamberlain's Colic,
-tCholera and Diarrhoes BRemedy. It

can always be depended upon. For sale
bv all dealers

Solicitation to Run for Representative.
Colfax. Lit., June 19, 1911.

Editor Colfax Chronicle:
Dear Sir-1 enclose you a petition

that my friends and former fellow
townsmen of the good old town of
Montgomery have addressed to me.
This petition is so flattering to me
until I hesitate to publish it, or ask
you to publish it, but I desire to use
the columes of your paper to thank
my loyal friends for the high esteem
they hold of me. It makes a fellow
feel good. Whilel know Idon'tcome
up the high plane my friends have
seen fit to place meon, still weall ap-
preciate good things said about us,
whether they are true or not, and I
certainly appreciate this sincere ef-
fort of their part to help me, and in
the future if I should decide to offer
for office such support as theirs would
elect any man to, most any office.
At present I had no intention of run-
ning for Repeesenative, but with the
proper solicitation I might make the
race for the Senate. I will not offer
for any office, though, until I feel suf-
ficient pressure, as I will not push
myself upon the people. and 1 don't
want any office unless the people
want me to have it. Now, as to the
office of Represenative, I feel that the
enclosed petition issuffilcient pressure
for ree to offer for that office, but
there is plenty of time yet to decide
on that. Thankingyouforthe kind-
ness of your paper,

I am your friend,
C. H. McCAIN.

The following is the petition:
Moutgomery, La.. May 19, 1911.

Clair H. McCain, Colfax, La.
Dear Sir:-W'e, the undersigned

voters of ward seven, recognizing
and appreciating the strong moral
character and upright conduct of
our former townsman, and believing
at this particular time we should put
our best young men forward, we
hereby ask that you submit your
name to the Democratic primary for
the office of Representative to serve
in the State Legislature for the en-
suing term to commence 1912.

Yours very truly,
L. Dow Wardlow, R. M. Dunn, W.

F. i)uffy, J. T. Smith, L. L. Thomp-
son, L. J. Harrison, R. A. Sellers,
T. J. Harrison, M. D., I. C. Dyson,
T. L. Deen, H. C. Dodson, W. L.
Dowty, L. E. Drewett, C. O. Sharp,
J. H. O'Neal, J. W. Dyson, O. P.
Harrison, W. Payne Harrison, Jno.
H. Williams, E. B. Tyson, J. W. Horn,
W. O. Harrison, E. W. Rodgers,
Henry Lewis, E. J. Barfeld, B. E.
Woods.

The Constitutioa of Arise. Attacked.
A new orator has appeared in

the ranks of the Republican mi-
nority in Congress. The opening
speech of the minority on the
Arizona-New Mexico statehood
resolution, a distinction accorded
to Representative Frank B. Willis,
a freshman from Ohio, turned out
to be a two hours' running fire
repartee and fight with the Dem-
ocratic leaders.

In supporting the New Mexican
constitution as President Taft has
approved it, Mr. Willis drew the
fire of Chairman Flood and a half-
dosen prominent Democrats. He
was armed with a mass of consti-
tutions and organic acts of the
various states and whenever a new
proposaitin wa advanced he would
say: "I've got it right here,"
while the Republican side cheered
and laughed.

The Republican speakers con-
demned the recall of judges in the
Arizonas constitution and approved
the plan to force Arizona to vote
again on that feature, but tble
declared no change should he
made in the New Mexican consti-
totion.

-- ~-a~*~i~iau~i~di ~d

Chairman Flood of the teiritori-
al committee secured an agree-
ment to have all debate closed on
the measure. Mr. Stedman of
North Carolina supported the res-
olution.

Washington, Lincoln, Jefferson,
Madison and Roosevelt would have
been victims of the recall had it
been included in the constitution
when they were in the presiden-
tial chair, said Representative
Kahn of California, speaking
against the initiative, referendum
and recall in the Arizona consti-
tution.

"When Washington sent the
Jay treaty to the seuate to be rati-
fled," said Mr. Kahn, "there was
was such an outburst of disapprov-
al on all sides that within twenty-
four hours thereafter the neces-
sary recall petitions would have
been signed by thousands of elect-
ors in excess of the required per-
centage.

"Lincoln would have been put
to the task of defending his title
as chief executive of the republic,
if during the dark days of 1862 the
recall had been one of the cardi-
nal principals of the federal con-
stitution.

"Does any one doubt that enough'
signatures could have been pro-
cured in the South for the recall
of President Roosevelt immediate-
ly after be had invited Booker T.
Washington to lunch with him at
the White House."

Wins Fight for Life
It was a long and bloody battle for

life that was waged by James B. Mer-
shon, of Newark, N. J, of which he
writes, ""I had lost much blood from
lung hemorrhages, and was very weak
and run down, For eight months I was
unable to work. Death seemed close
on my heel, when I began, three weeks
ago. to use Dr. King's New Discovery.
But it has helped me greatly. It is do-
ing all that you claimi." For weak,
sore lungs, obstinate coughs, stubborn
colds, hoarseness, lagrippe, asthma,
hay fever, or any throat or lung trouble
its supreme.- 50c and $1. Trial bottle
free. Guaranteed by all druggists.

Why Americans are Disliked in Mexico.
The Right Rev. Dr. Henry D.

Aves, Protestant Episcopal Bishop
of Mexico, contributes to The
Churchman an article in which he
points out the underlying causes
of the present revolt against the
Diaz government, and the growing
animosity toward American resi-
dents in Mexico. This animosity,
Bishop Aves says, is not a sudden
manifestation, but on the contrary
it has been developed slowly, and
the cause of it is given briefly as
follows: "The American has be-
come disliked because he is Ameri-
can-for there is remarkably little
race prejudice in Mexico-but be-
cause he represents vested rights,
pre-emptions, privileges, conces-
sions and advantages that are felt
to be prejudicial to the best inter-
ests of the native people."

This is a natural feeling and it
would exist in this country were
foreigners to obtain possession of
its wealth-producing resources.
It is estimated that nearly a billion
dollars of American capital is in-
vested in Mexican mines, lands,
railroads and other projects, and
there has been remarkable indus-
trial development in many direc-
tions for which the Diaz govern-
meut has received fulsome lauds-
tion.

But there is another story, and
it deals with the spoilation of
Mexico's rich resources through
corrupt concessions, grants and
special privileges, the great profits
of which have been shared by the
the American exploiters and the
high officers of the Mexican gov-
ernment, Diaz himself getting in
"on the ground floor" of every
deal. "The government is blam-
ed," says Bishop Ayes, "for thu-
giving to foreigners concessions
that admit them to the chief soarc-

es of thle country's riches; and the
grievance has voiced itself in what
has be, oma a political slogan:
'Mexico for Mexicans. Down with
the G(ringo.' "

The good Bishop admits that
American capital has done great
things in the land of the Aztecs,
yet Humbol>t's saying of a hun-
dred years ago is true to-day.
"Mexico is a beggar sitting on a
bag of gold," hence it is reason-
able to assume that the present
insurrection is due to the fact that
the beggar has been forgotten in
the eagerness of the foreign in-
terests to get their hands on his
bag of gold.-New Orleans States.

WHY WOMEN SUFFER
Many Colfax Women are Learaiag the

Cure.

Women often suffer. not knowing
the cause. Backache. headache, dis-
zlness, nervousness.

Irregular urinary passages, weak-
ness. languor-

Each a seeming torture of Itself.
Together tell of weakened kidneys.
Strike at the root-get to th cause.
Quickly give the help the kidneys

need.
No remedy endorsed like Doan's

Kidney Pills.
Recommnended by thousands-
Endorsed at home.
Here's convincing proof from a

Colfax citizen.
Mrs. J. D. Boston, insurance agent,

Colfax. La.. says: "I suffered a great
deal from pains in my back and hlps
and I always felt tired and languid.
Being told to try Doan's Kidney
Pills, I obtained a box and they gave
tme relief at once. By the-time I had
finished the contents of the box I
was free froml my trouble."

For sale by all dealers. Price 50c.
Foster-Milburn Co.. Buffalo. N. Y..
sole agents for the United States.

Itenellnim r t he uname-Doan's--and
take no otliher.

$25.00 Reward.
$2'5.01 rewarid will In paid for proof

suffic'ienit to convitt party or parties
citltiing tUnilwr oit llylilu IEstate.
Late trespass on Spanish (rant.seec-
tio ln No. 37. tp 6 Ii. r 2 w.

8. S. KEENER.
iprt inolll) Morllr. La.

Notice.
Notice is herehty given of my inten-

tion to enter the following dleserited
State land. viz: Lots 2. 7 and 9, set.
34,. township 8 north, range I east,
and Lot 7. see. 27. and Lot 6. sec. 3b.
township N north, range I east, ag-
gregating 13:.03 acres.

helna. La...1 ne 7. 1911.
S'I'EI'i EN H. TAYLO)R.

Estimated Budget of Parish Expenses.
()n IDotito of i ir. Purvis. swconal-

eI' by Mir. Italllitt, the following bud-
get. of Iex n'lt's was adopted. and
after havingl gione over the assess-
netslll a;d etiii;ltilug the expenses
of the parish, for the year 1911:
Sheriffs salary .............. A0..... 5.00
School fund ................................. 12.N .t
Court house payment........... 2.iN.t0J)
ridlges and roads ...............10.)0.00

C(ourt and criminal exlpensees 3.t:I.tN
Maintaining prisou ers.......... 2.4111.NIA)
District Attorney.................. (100.00
Treasurer................. ....... U.O00
Justices and lolntatle ....... 1,500.410
Printing..................... ........ U0.00
Per dlein and imileage........... 500.00
Clerk and Attorney ......... n10.00
Contingent expenses.. .......... 6,000.00

J. W. DUNCAN,
J. B. ROBERTS. Prest.

Secreta ry.

Notice of Filing of Final Accusnt.
13th Judicial District Court, Grant

Parish, Louslalana.
Succession of W. O. Cory, deceased

No. 250.
Notice In hereby given that W. A.

(Cory, administrator of the above
unaed succewsion, has thin day flkd
in this office his final arsccout as ad-
ministrator, praying that same he
honiologated and that he he dis-
charged and his bond tlcncelled.

You are therefore hereby notif•lled
to tile snuchli opposition ~s you may
have thereto within the time pre-
scri~ld bly I w', shitwing why saute
wbhoh-l not be homologated andt
madett tltw judgment of the court and
the administrator discharged as
prayed for.

Witnes Hen. W. F. Blackman.
jurldge of said court.

Thie June 6, 1911.
JAS. J. O'QUINN,

jel-3t Clerk Di)st. Court.

When in Alexandria Be 8ure
You Stop at

The Flowers House
W. H. Flowers. 1'roprletor.

iest 1.1K0 and 1.2'5 Hotel in the
city. Hlalf ,bhwk from, Court House.
All cars pass the dloor.

Special Attention Gives Ladies and
ChilMren.

'Pho ne 368 Alexandrlas Ia

A Dreadful Wound
from a knife, gun, tin can, rusty nail.
fire works, or of any other nHtur'. de-
mands prompt treatment with Buck
lens Arnica Salve to prevent bli.al gan-
grene. Its tie quickest, surest heaker
for all such wounds as also for burns.
sores, skin eruptinos, eczema. chapped
halnds,cors or piles. l2c at all druggists.

PROTECT
The Health of Yourself and

Family
Pope's Herb is prepared to pirovlide

a dependable household remeldy, loms-
ed upon the principle of purity of
blood insuring freetilssn from disense.
It Is a medicine for mlsladies such as
rheumatism. liver comllaints. con-
stipption,. fever and ague. fellunsle dis-
orders, indigestion. luluhago, kidney
derangesinent ic a a rrh. ick and Der.
viuss headaches. shms of appetite and
all allments arising from lunactvity
of the liver as:i kidueys.

It is a purely Ierslm. harks and
roots conmpound. It in put ip in
chocolate coated tablets pleasIng
and easy to take (or can be dlssolv-
ed in water).

Mrs. J. C. Meade, of Hyattsville,
Md.. says:

"For years I have suffered with
backache, headaclles. neuralgia and
nervousness and extreme fatigue. I
tried many remedies without relief.
Four nonths ago as grateful friend
induced lme to write to Pope Medi-
cine Co.. Washinlgton, D. C:, for a
box of Pope's Herb (Compoulnd Tab-
lets. the very first dohe of two talh
lets gave Sie relief. I used Inot quite
a $1 box and I am entirely cured of
the pan in my back and have no
more headache."

Dr. J. V. Hennewtr, a prominent
physiclan and suroope of Albany, N.
f., Is part says:
"AM a blood purifier. liver. kidney

and system regulator I prescribe
Pope Medicine Co.'s of Washington.
D. C. Herb Comspouand. as I have
done for the past 20 years. anid I
have found it t.. lie a great resledy,
which seldous If ever fails. There
are thousaunds of letters fromn user
of Pope's Herbs that have been belie-
fitted and cured by its prolper use.
Poue's Herb Cmulnpulnii 'Talebts are
put up 2l10 In a box, "sxI month's
treatment," and will toe sent post-
paid on receipt of $1. Each bmx con-
tains a printed guarantee binding us
to refuasd the purichaese price If the
remedy falls to benefit., also full di-
rections.

GOaraated by the Pope Medkict ('o.. Inc.. as-
der the Pure Food and Drugs Act, June a. 01,
No. s . /

For terms to agepte In unoccupied
territory, address

POPE MEDICINE CO. Inc.

Pepe Bldg. Washingtem, D. C.

Do you know
about our

$1
Window

Every Monday we fill
one of our windows
with all kinds of things
from our regular stock
and sell anything in
the window for $1.

Our regular price on
these goods is anywhere
from $1.25 to $5.

Make it a point to see
this window. It will
pay youea.

C. A. SCHNACK
Jewelry Co. Ltd.

ALEXANDRIA, LA.
Id Street, Opposite City mIIlI Watch Inspectors
IromMt and L&A. Ryu.

vm se YEARs

san aab* mid4 pd
HssvC~ssr

T'he woman of today who has guo I
health, goad temper, good eenee, bright
eyes and a lovely ~omplexion, the result
of correct living and good digestion.
wine the admniraton of the world. If
your digestion is fanlty Chamberlain's

Htomuah and Liver Tubleta will oorrwa
it for kale by all dealern.

i 8try 016
Takern up by I'rnuly Keed. of ware!

6. (irant lInriah, Lan.. ncc, retl anel
while 11spottedl cow, auarkwl wit i
Ilutnder shlle and pIeIlp r alopes 111 bI.
ear. tnd crrIp. gldlt aniit arder•il In
right ecar. anhut 7 yearn old. Apl-
Iprslerl Iby A. Hlffanilster and J. V.
Ctlrmiklek to he worth $11. .

Unless wliner CeoIles forw•t. and
pays all leIal cher.ge an•s•a wlU be
sold on June 24. 1911. at .r; eek a oft
the 6ih Justice ('ourt to thirnaL and
highest billder for cash.

This May 'S, 1911.
J. K. GRAY.

Mag•strate Ward six.

Petitioe and Ordimauee Ordering Spec-
lal Ehctlesa District 13.

loa,. La.. March , 11.
To the Honorable Preeldent mad Memberof thet

Parish Boed of School Directore of Grn.t,
State of Looltanas:

The pstioe at theadwedd properly tax.

that roar Noraib hudy order a eped elec.
tUo ield . the lmacme required by law. for thepptt of dterual"a whher or not a peal
iW is) .t t for lye (I) year•. bhe.sieg

Inclve be levied ed I. the said

schion dicsrtrt of the aforesal State and part aes,
on all property Il the said sechooldelsict mcbhet
to 8sta tae xation, for the prpom of eoamtracr.
lag. reperlag nd eqnpping pubic nhoef b4atd4.
l•re, purchasia echool ite . e nesary, tle
to wbhich shall be vested I the bile. for payilag
teachern i fact r gnor erao stioal peepe-

NAMES OP PITIONIIRs.
P. M. Dee•. Joe AU eIhti . I A. W . 0. t.

Ga••me Tloe. B. Deei. Lr•o Hlammola. J. M.
Poeter. S. C. Sanford, W. P. n 0. W. mumay,
J. M. Agees. T. W. Toes M. Deem. m eao.5.Ober, J. B. Patteems. Jll Napgat. 3. ylde,

. 3. Goalam, D. C. M~ TI.
S OF NA.

Before me, toh ueeuaedm thome t preo am-
any name and appeared io J. N. Warner, whoe-ng r me t.t dCbl osUom hedhL to le
decaredo an d setpworat had ho e was onhe
18th day of May 1911. mad cow. . nury t
the Parlu, Board of 1chool Directors of the par-

Thegoing lo• a inte ad c.etet copy of the peb.`
o e Sled n with maid board am Ithe day ofMay, 1L11. together with a -i amem ged ste..-

to. sad acted upon by amid board at It oe
on te 18th day •r f May, 1511.

J. I. WA ils.
Swori to mand subeertlbed before me ti the

18th day of May. l91. J.R D. 0DB3T 5.
Te Nottary Public.

Tefoll owing remolutlon was omred by Mr.Nueut. ad neeoded by Mr. Jackeon, who mwv-
edoitr a . adoption:

Whberesm. thne h beam ried with thib
bo9 ar a psettil siged by onei arte of
pert .ta-payer. of School District No. 19 of

t dc o Grat. eligible to ote at msid ale.
tion, peayinr• that a peclal eetioa be ordered

fI and fors md diaurit No. IS. at wbLA shal he
lubmitted the foollowing •oldtiod . to-wit:
To levy a speedt ax lye ml emo the ds•e
all property ia school Distrit No. f entparleh. Louieiana, eubjct toate ."xatloa.an-

neally. forma period of lye year., for the purposeof eonstructg. reparl . Id sipI
BtaN b elleted by the pari h. for op mYh.l.In fart or enraledu4r ec, mab pareoue.

flld, w r i ollo i bord

Be it ordeled by tl o elrol pylard i letos Na
Irctr. of Guhe Prala t Graanth oua,,

at which shall be e•sitied the followhing propoiltkon. to-wit:
To~le as eiadl ax of vme ille o tle MO.
on roperty In deo it DMtct So.& I f

Gret oparlh. ie•eO•ua een lt tostate tlm.I
tien, mnmcaly. for a period of ire yesowhee1U d-

e hthe yIar d wthea year
e,11. both years lecludv* for It purpose of sae

bulldi aptta, ariteL , tithe to which haedl
bIe rested I o the p fr *paying tehbee, Io
fact for ral p eatlal purpoere. e

Section Two-.

etou meuloard Ia lpo one e thi e
tion, and I the following form:

PRO14lPOSETION.

13. of Urat parieb. Loelmam. for a
period of Ierye tea oad be• • l w l
the yeas l md 1 ad51 e" the
uyear rsil both year amul uetee. for- a

hie purpoe of contmuctg, iv-m-
l ag med ul g public ilt. I,,

met un•e i ta -.
efor pdlrI t ,o ha Pte a a t redr . a

emad sca o eet the m y heam
aG. 0prpert. 'm c

Th atw thearY p 11g tae, be oaid ae a .eh
.ion .e.b a. Ierhlw i.•1 eo u c d , a

ior atiecre r med .A.WaIll p•l u1

to iner. ta.hereoatj.T . .ult 'hey. b

orerdry hcF Lrtaam uto he i ase .
-c•o"la o lowaedlatbemmld Me

nlan. Iblt. thibe boctii meAt me t
Tenabnumn to oo d the 1 ba o otl

dar. the nelt d0, the l ,Iutl.

5, N. WARNE . ML Mll. i. i .
bo~~1lla S.rc mos um. ---'uUUJ ~ Puby.~ er~dsaat


