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;I‘mhe “Backbone” Land Grant

Hon. N. C. Blanchard Gives History of the Controversy
With the Railroad and Says that Lands Cannot be
Taken Away from Bona Fide Settlers.

Shreveport. La., June 14, 1911, ®

Editor Chronicle, Colfax, La.:

Dear Sir—Replying to yours of re-
cent date, I beg so say that the situ-
ation with regard to the rights of
settlers on the railroad land grant is
about as lollows:

The New Orleans Pucific Railway

. Company claimed what was known
as the *Backbove Land Graot"” in
Louisiana, which embraced the odd
sections of land in a grant twenty
miles on either side of the line of a
contemplated railroad from New Or-
lenns to the West. This " Backbone”

: land grant was one of the early

grants made by the United States

Government to a railrond company.

I was in Congress when this grant
was claimed by the New Orleans Pa-
cific Railroad Co., and I sought to
have the grant forfeited for non-com-
pliance with the terms of the grant.
This was in the early 80's. 1 was
unable to secure the forfeiture of the
grant, and therenpon took steps to
gecure the rights of settlers upon the
lunds included n the grant.

Congress eventually contirmed to
the New Orlenns Pacific Railroad,
whose rights were snceeeded to by
the Texas Pucific Rnilroad, the land
in question, but at the same time ex-
cepted out of the operation of the
grant the lands to the extent of 160
acres held by actual settlers at the
date of the definite location of the
railrond through the parishes in
Louisiana, begiuning with Caddo
und running southward, through
which the ruilroad ran. But before
Congress took this action, the Land
Depnrtmentat Washington, through
influences brought to bear on it by
the ruilroad, rushed the issuance of
the pateut to therailroad; aud,when
the Act of Congress was passed in
1887, confirming the grant to the
ruilroad, but exempting the holdings
of the settlers out of the grant, pat-
ent had already been issued.

My recollection is that the Act of
Cougress referred to wus passed on
8th day of February, 1887, and the
intention of the Act was to grunt to
all actual settlers the lands they oc-
cupied at the date of the definite lo-
ention of the line of the railroad.

The lands held by the settlers were
neverconfirmed to the railroad; buat,
since the patent had issued, it be-
came pecessary for the Government
to institote a suit or suits against
the railroad compuny to cancel the
putent,sofar as it afleeted therights
ul the settlers.

A suit or ‘suits for this purpose
were instituted in the Federal Courts
years ngo, but through the tault of
somebody these suits have never
been pressed, and nre still pendiog in
the Federal Court in Louisiana.

% 1 have always advised the settlers
' to hold possession ol their lands;
that the same cannot be taken from

i‘ them; and that the railroad or its

- assigns dare not bring a suit to  dis-

possess them, and such is the situa-|
tion to-day.

I had no connection with the suits
ngninst the railroad referred to
above., That wus a matter between
the Government and the railroads,
* " unil if the suits have not been press-
ed it ia the fault of the Government.

Something onght to be done to
press these suits that are now pemd-
ing in the Federal Court, aud this in
the interest of the actual settiers,

A week or 80 ngon communieation
gigned “Farmer,” dated Beutley, La,,
June Tst, 1911, nppeared in the
Shreveport Times, which gives about
the true fucts of the situation.

1 would advise thut you hont up
this communieation in your files of
the Shreveport Times and reproduce
B

me,
Yours very traly,
N, . PrLANcaARD.

- The uniform suceess that has attend
. ed the use of Chamberlain's Colic,
.\ "BCholera and Diarthoes Remedy. It

cun always be depevded npon. For sale
~ “Rby all dealers.

Solicitation to Run for Representative.
Colfax, La., June 19, 1911.
Editor Colfax Chronicle:

Denr Sir—1 enelose you a petition
that my f[riends and former fellow
townsmen of the good old-town of
Montgomery have nddressed to me,
This petition is so flattering to me
until I hesitate to publish it, or ask
you to publish it, but I desire to use
the columes of your paper to thank
my loyal friends for the bigh esteem
they hold of me. It mukes a lellow
feel good. WhileI know 1don’tcome
up the high pline my friends have
seen fit to place me on, still weall ap-
preciate good things said about us,
whether they are true or not, and [
certuinly appreeciate this sincere el-
fort of their part to help me, and in
the future if I should decide to offer
for office snch support us theirs would
elect any man to, most any office.
At present I had no intention of run-
ning for Represenative, bat with the
proper solicitation I might make the
race for the Benate. [ will not offer
for any office, though, until I ieel sul-
ficient pressure, as I will not push
mysel! upon the people. and 1 don’t
want any office nnless the people
want me to bave it. Now, as to the
office of Represenative, I feel that the
enclosed petition issufficient pressure
for me to offer for that office, but
there is plenty of time yet to decide
on that. Thanking you for the kind-
ness of your paper,

I am your Iriend,

C. H. McCaIxs.

The following is the petition:

Moutgomery, La., May 19, 1911.
Claic H. MeCain, Colfax, Lu.

Dear Bir:—We, the undersigned
voters of ward seven, recognizing
and apprecinting the strong moral
character and upright conduet of
our former townsman, and believing
at this particular time we should put
our best young men forward, we
bereby ask that you submit your
naine to the Democratic primary for
the office of Representative to serve
in the Btate Legislature for the en-
sning tern to commence 1912,

Yours very traly, =

L. Dow Wardlow, R. M. Dunn, W.
F. Duffy, J. T. Smith, L. L. Thomp-
son, L. J. Harrison, R. A. Sellers,
T. J. Harrison, M. D., 1. €. Dyson,
T. L. Deen, H. C. Dodeon, W. L.
Dowty, L. E. Drewett, C. O, Sharp,
J. M. O'Neal, J. W. Dyson, 0. P.
Harrison, W. Payne Harrison, Jno.
H. Willinms, E. B. Tyson,J. W. Horn,
W. O. Harrieon, E. W. Rodgers,
Henry Lewis, E. J. Barfleld, B. E.
Woous.

The Constitution of Arizona Attacked.

A vew orator has appeared in
the ranks of the Republican mi-
nority in Congress. The opening
speech of the minority on the
Arizona-New Mexico statehood
resolution, a distinction accorded
to Representative Frank B. Willis,
a freshman from Ohio, turned out
tobe a two hours’ running fire
repartve and fight with the Dem-
ocratic leaders.

In supporting the New Mexican
constitution as President Taft has
approved it, Mr. Willis drew the
fire of Chairman Flood and a half-
dozen prominent Democrats. He
was armed with & mass of consti-
tutions and organic acts of the
various states and whenever a new
propoeition wae advanced he woald
say: “I've got it right here,”
while the Republican side cheered
and laughed. :

The Republican speakers con-
demned the recall of judges in the
Arizona constitution and approved
the plan to force Arizona to vote

in on that feature, but
d.%nmd no chan shouldﬂ)l?a
made in the New Mexican consti-
tution.

Chairman Flood of the teiritori-
al committee secured un agree-
ment to have all debate closed on
the measure. Mr. Stedman of
North Carolina supported the res-
olation.

Washington, Lincoln, Jefferson,
Madison and Roogevelt would have
been vietims of the recall bhad it
been ineluded in the constitution
when they were in the presiden-
tial chair, said Lepresentative
Kahn of California, speaking
agaiost the initiative, referendum
and recall in the Arizouna copsti-
tution.

“When Washington sent the
Jay treaty to theseunate to be rati-
fied,” said Mr. Kabn, “there was
was such an outburst of disapprov-
al on all sides that within twenty-
four houra thereafter the neces-
sary recall petitions would have
been signed by thousands of elect-
ors in excess of the reguired per-
centage.

“Lincoln would have been put
to the task of defending his title
as chief executive of the republie,
if during the dark days of 1862 the
recall had been one of the cardi-
nal principals of the federal con-
stitution.

“Does any one doubt that enongh
signatures could have been pro-
cured in the Sounth for the recall
of Presideut Roosevelt immediate-
ly after he had invited Booker T.
Washington to lunch with him at
the White House.”

Wins Fight for Life

Itwas a long und bloody battle for
life that was waged by James B. Mer-
shon, of Newark, N, J, of which he
writes, “I Lad lost much blood from
lung hemorrhages, and was very weak
and ruon down, For eight mooths [ was
upable to work, Death seemed close
on my heel, when I began, three weeks
ago, to use Dr. King's New Discovery.
But it has helped me greatly. It is do-
ing ail that you claim.” For weak,
sore lungs, obstinate coughs, stubborp
colds, hoarseness, lagrippe, asthma,
hay fever, or any throat or lung trouble
its supreme.— 50¢ and 81. Trial bottle
free. Guaranteed bv all druggists.

Why Americans are Disliked in Mexico.

The Right Rev., Dr. Henry D.
Aves, Protestant Episcopal Bishop
of Mexico, eontributes to The
Churchman an article in which he
points ont the underlying eauses
of the present revolt against the
Diaz government, and the growing
animosity toward American resi-
dents in Mexico. This animosity,
Bishop Aves says, is not a sudden
manifestation, but on the coutrary
it has been developed slowly, and
the cause of it is given briefly as
follows: “The American has be-
come disliked because he is Ameri-
ean—for there is remarkably little
race prejudice in Mexico—bat be-
canse he represents vested rights,
pre-emptions, privileges, conces-
sious and advantages that are felt
to be prejudicial to the best inter-
ests of the native people.”

This is a natural feeling and it
would exist in this country were
foreigners to obtain possession of
its wealth-producing resources.
It is estimated that nearly a billion
dollars of American capital is in-
vested in Mexican wmines, lands,
railroads and other projects, and
there has been remarkable indus-
trial development in many direc-
tions for which the Diaz govern-
ment has received fulsome lauda-
tion. .

Baut there is another story, and
it deals with the spoilation of
Mexico’s rich resources throngh
corrupt concessions, grants and
special privileges, the great profits
of which bave been shared by the
the American exploiters and the
high officers of the Mexiean gov-
ernment, Diaz himself getting ip
“on the ground floor” of every
deal, “The government is blam-
ed,” says Bishop Aves, “for thus
giving to foreigners concessions
that admit them to the chief soare-

es of the connlry’s riches; and the
grievance has voiced itself in what
has becoma a political slogan:
‘Mexico for Mexicans. Down with
the Gringo.'”

The good Bishop admits that
American capital has done great
things in the land of the Aztecs,
yet Humbolt's sayiog of a hun-
dred years ago is true to-day.
“Mexico is a beggar sitling on a
bag of gold,” hence it is reason-
able to assume that the present
insurrection is due to the fact that
the beggar has been forgotten in
the eagerness of the foreign in-
terests to get their bhands on his
bag of gold.—New Orleans States,

WHY WOMEN SUFFER

Many Colfax Women are Learning the
Cure,

Women often suffer. not knowing
the canse. Backache, headache, diz-
ziness, nervousness. r

Irregular urinary passages, weak-
ness, langnor—

Each a seeming torture of Itsell,

Together tell of weakened kidoeys.

Strike at the root—yet to the caure,

Quickly give the help the kidneys
need.

No remedy endorsed like Doan’s
Kidoey Pills,

Recommended by thousanda—

Eundorsed at home,

Here’s conviacing proofl from a
Colfax citizen,

Mrs.J. D. Boston, insuranee agent,
Colfax, La., says: *1 saffered a great
deal from paing in my back and hips
and I always felt tired and languld.
Being told to try Doan's Kidney
Fills, I obtained a box and they gave
me relief at onece. By thertime 1 had
tinished the coutents of the box 1
was free frow: my trouble.””

For sale by all dealers. Price be.
Foster-Milborn Co., Buffalo. N, Y.,
sule agents for the United Staten.

Hemember the name—Doan's—and
take no other,

$25.00 Reward.

$25.00 rewnrd will be pald for proof
entting timber on Bynum  [Kstate.
Late trespnss on Spanish Grant, see-
thom No, 5T tphn. r2 w.

S. 8. KEENER.
Monroe, La.

Notice.

Notiee is hereby given of my inten-
tion to enter the lollowing deseribed
State land, vig: Lots 2, T and 9, see.
34, township 8 north, range 1 vast,
amd Lot 7, eee. 27, and Lot 6, see. 35,
township 8 north, range 1 enst, ag-
gregating 13800 acres.

Selma, La., June 7, 1911,

STEPHEN R. TAYLOR.

Estimated Budget of Parish Expenses,
On motion of Mr. Parvis, secom)-
o by Mr. Bullitt, the following lnad-
get of expeuses was adopted, and
aflter having gone over the Arsess-
ments and estimating the expenses
ol the parish, for the year 1911;
Bherifl’s salary ......cocccovvinnn.
School tund........
Court house pay
Bridges and roads.,,
Court and griminal e
Muintaining prisoners...

apriGmo

District Attorney.. G00.00
Treasurer........... S0
Justives and Coustabl 1,500.00
Printing.........cuninins 0000
Per digm and milvage . .00
Clerk and Attoruey ..............  SL00
Contingeut expensen.. .......... 6,000.00
4. W. DUNCAN,
J. B. ROBERTS, Frest.

Hecretary.

Notice of Filing of Final Account.
13th Judicial Distriet Court, Grant
Parigh, Louislana,

Sueeession of W, 0. Cory, deceased
No. 2540,

Notice I8 hereby given that W, A,
(fory, administrator of the above
named succession, has thin day Hled
in this office hig tinal accounnt as -ad-
winistrator, praying that same be
bomologated aund that he be dis-
charged and his bond cancelled. |

You are therefore hereby notified
to file such opposition za Fou may
have thereto within the time pre-
seribed]l by Inw, showing why same
sho~ld not be bomologated and
made the judgment of the court apd
the ndministrator discharged ax
prayed for.

Witness Hon. W. F. Blackman,
judge of said court.

This Juone 6, 1911,

JAN. J. O'QUINN,
jeloat Clerk Dist. Court,

When in Alexandria Be Sure
anﬂhplt
The Flowers House

W. H. Flowers, Proprietor,

Best. 1.00 and 1.25 Hotel in the
city. Hallf block froms Court House,
All cars pass the door.,

Special Attention Given Ladies and
Children,

A Dreadful Wound
from & kmife, gun, tin can, rmsty oail,
fire works, or of any other nalurs, de-
manda prompt trealment with Buck
lens Arpica Balve to prevent blood gan-
grene. Ils the quickest, surest healer
for all snch wouonds as aleo for buros,
soreg, ekin eruptions, eczema, chapped
handds, cors or piles. 28c at all droggists.

e e e e e e -

PROTECT
The Health of Yourself and
Family

Pope's Herb s prepared to provide
a dependable household remedy, bas-
ed upon the principle of purity of
blood insoring freedom frons disease,
It Is & medieine for mnladies soch as
rheumatism. lver complaints, con-
atipation, fever and ague, female din-
orders, Indigestion, lumlsgo, kiduey
dernngements, cutavrh, glek and nel‘;l
voons headaches, lors of appetite an
all allments arising from ipactivity
of the liver and kidoeys.

It i& » parely berbs, barks and
roots compoumd. It I8 put up in
chocolate coated tablets pleasing
and easy to take (or can Le dissolv-
ed in water).

Mrs. J. C. Meade, of Hyattsville,
Md.. says: y

“For years | have snffered with
backache, headaches, vearalgla nnd
uervonsness and extreme fatigue, |
tried ‘many remedies without relief.
Four months ngo n grateful friend
induced me to write to Pope Medi-
vine Co,. Washington, D. C:, for 4
box of Pope’s Herb Compoumd Tab-
lets, the very first dose of two tab-
lets gave e reliel. 1 used not gaite
a 8l box and 1 am entirely enred ol
the pain in my back and have no
more hendache.””

Dr. J. V. Hennesey, a prominent
physiclan and suigeon of Albany, N.
Y., in part says: .

“A# n blood purifier, liver, kidney
and system regulmior [ preseribe
Pope Medicine Co.’s of Washington,
D. €. Herb Compound, an 1 have
Aone for the past 20 yenrs. nnd I
have found It Lo be a grent remedy,
which seldom ever Inils. There
ure thousands of letters from users
of Pope's Herbs that have been bete-
titted and cored by ita proper unse.
Pope's Herb Compound Tablets ure
put np 200 in a box, “six month's
treatment,” amd will be gent post-
paid on receipt of §1.  Each box con-
tains a printed guarantee binding ns
to refund the purchnse price H the
remedy Talls to benetit, also full di-
rections,

Guarantesd by the I Madicine Co., Ine., un-

For terms to agents In unoccupled
territory. address

POPE MEDICINE CO. Inc.
Pope Bldg. Washington, D. C.

Do you knoﬁ
about our

- i
Window

Every Mondav we fill
one of our windows
with all kinds of things
ioxe oo g
an
the window for $1.
Our regular price on
these isanywhere
from $1.25 to §5.
Make it a point to see
this window. It will

.

pay you.

C.A.SCHNACK
Jewelry Co. Ltd.

ALEXANDRIA, LA.
2d Street, Oppasite City Hall

Watch '
i Iron Mt. and L. & A. Rys. !'

b

der the Pare Food and Drugs Act, June 30, 1906, | Jion
suflivient Lo conviet party or parties | No- M6 !
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The woman of today who has gool
bealth, goud temper, guod sense, bright
eyes wod u lovely vomplexion, the result
of correct living and good digestion,
wing the adwiratlon of the world. 1E
your digestion g funlty Chamberlain'a
Stomach and Liver Tubleta will correct
it for sale by all dealera,

Tuken up by Pamly Reed, of wand
fi. Grant parish, La., ows ced ol
white spotied cow, markel with
under slope and w wlope o et
var, and erop, #pilt and anderbis in
right ear, abwot 7 yenrs olil. Ap-
priafeed hy A. Holfmister nud J, F.
Carmikle to be worth $12.

Unless owner comes torw-et and
pays all legnl charges anme will Ls
sold on Jupe 24, 1911, au vw oftice of
the 6th Justice Couart to rew'lnst and
highest bidder for cash,

This May 22, 1911. )

4. R GRAY,
Maglstrate Ward Six.
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