LAKE CUATAVITA XS LT WaS
= N a room on one of the upper
floors of a New York hotel a
man stood with a cigar box in
his hand and gazed proudly at
the articles that it contained.
They were not cigars—not any-
thing that one might expect to
find in a cigar box; they were
queer little rings and toys of
thin beaten gold, rough green
stones, dulied circles of golden-
brown amber. The man took
them out of the box and held
f them in his hand.

“El Dorado,” he-sald softly, “El Dorado, after
~genturies, The gifts of the golden man. The'
:treasure of the sacred lake.”

Out of the Indian legends of centuries ago, the
- wondertales of the Spaniards in the New World,
“the man with the clgar box explained, had come
these strange bits of gold and precious stones.
Modern enterprise is discovering the lost treas-
ure of a South American superstition. The sa-
.cred lake of El Dorado, the water of Guatavita
“§nto which Andean tribes threw their riches to
:appease their gods, has been drained; here are
wsome of its treasures.

{ Wartley Knowles, the man with the clgar box.
Is an English engineer who has made the exca-
vations and has now brought some of the things
fo America. He says himself that they are all
exceedingly valuable as antigues, and/ Intrinsic-
ally, as gold and gems. One of the Amerfcans
o whom Mr, Knowles has showed his treasures
adds that the excavation of the sacred lake of
the Andes brings with it a possibility that the
.sxcavator has apparently not thought of in dis-
coveries as to the lives of prehistoric peoples
and in civilization of prehistoric times.

The story that lured a modern Englishman to
South America, and iz interesting American col-
jectors in South American discoveries, s the
-same story that four and a halt centuries ago
.called the Spanish adventurers to conguest in
‘the unknown western world. It is the story of

El Dorado. It iz a tale that most of us have
heard long age, and long ago forgotten. It is
-the legend of the holy lake.

Upon the original story of the sacred lakes of
the Chibcha tribes in the northern part of South
America Innumerable myths have been built. The
early tales themselves are well-nigh shrouded in
mystery and somewhat obscured by legend. Yet
the story of El Dorado has its historical founda-
4lon, and the tale of the sacred lake of Guata-
vita, or Guatabita, 18 accredited by historians to-
ay. Much of the wonder-tale of El Dorado as
the Spaniards and their followers built it on
the first substructure iz probably untrue. But
‘the story of the lake, so far as historians have

been able to ascertain, Is a bit of real history— i

the tale of & people and thelr sacrifices, the rec-
.ord of wealth thrown away in a religious cere
manial as an offering to the gods, the true story
«of an ancient superstition.

Aceording o the legends told by travelers and
the facts set down by historians, the Andean
-tribes of the Chibcha venerated the mountain
‘lakes of their province, and into them threw
their jewels. Great feasts and great fastings, the
.accessions of rulers, the celebration of a pilgirm-
-age, the prayer for the tribe's good fortune—
these were all accompanied by gifts of the gods;
the gifts were thrown into the lake. Of these
‘mountaln lakes Guatavita was the largest and
most Important; here most of the feasts were
'held, the offerings made to the gods. And here
.excavators and engineers have gone from Eng-
“jand with the latest dredges and engines and set
mp modern apparatus to drain the lake,

The lake 18 draired now as nearly dry as the
-excavators dare to make ft. Quantities of pot-
tery, gold and precious stones have been taken
out. The excavations are still golng on, and it
48 belleved that the disccveries have only begun.
Various attempts have been made, in the last
four centuries, to find the treasure of Chibcha
plety;: this latest effort Is proving successful.

] ghould say that the gold and gems already
-taken from the lake bottom amount to about

" $20,000," saild Mr. Knowles. “How much there
‘fg Jeft 1 shouldn’t dare to say. But I think that
“‘we are just reaching the most interesting part
of pur work and our discovery.

@t most of what we have taken out

m the sides of the lake. We

pwn to the bottom, and we
'%uc\l more we have to dig

before we reach it. But, according to tihe ste-
ries, the bottom of the lake is where the richest
treasures are.”

We have most of us heard in our childhood
that the Spaniards of the sixteenth century
dreamed of “El Dorado,” the land of gold, and
that they sought for it in strange ana savage
and ever hopeful ways among strange and sav-
age peoples. We have read how the lust of gold
geized the adventurers of Spain, and they press-
ed into the wilderness and found and conguered
more and more land without ever finding the land
of gold. But, as a matter of fact, the Spanish
explorers did find El Dorado. Only E! Dorado
was not the land of gold; it was the golden man.
And the treasure of the golden man’s gift was not
a treasure that could be found on the land; it
lay at the bottom of a lake, and the Spaniards
could not drain it. The story of the real El
Dorado is the story of the religious festivals of
the Chibchas.

The tribes of the Chibchas, according. to recent
historians, occupied the plateau region of the
northeastern provinee of Colombla, and were
among the richest, the most magnificent, and the
most enlightened of South- American tribes. In
their wealth, their barbaric splendor, and their
bandlerafts, they ranked with the Aztecs of Mex-
jco and the Incas of Peru. Their land was rich
in emeralds. Gold they procured in great quan-
tities from their immediate neighbors. Rich tex-
tiles and dyed cotton stuffs, as well as the feath-
ers of beautiful birds, added to the wealth and
thelr magnificence. Amber they obtained from
their neighbors, and apparently from the other
gide of the world they procured in some unknown
manner some gquantity of jade.

Savage, uncontrolled in their indulgence of
the arts of pleasure that they hag cultivated
even more eagerly than the arts of war, they
were yet a thoroughly religious people. Their
helrarchy of gods and goddessey had passed be-
yond the simpie worship of the forces of nature
and included definite deitles with definite powers
—deitles to be propitiated. Occdsionally they
offered up human beings to thelr gods: often
they sacrificed talking parrots to avert calamity.
But for the m-st part they gave their possessions
to their deities, and worshipped, with barbaric
wealth of sacrifice, at the sacred lakes.

There were five of these lakes in the district
that we now know as Colombia—Guatavita, Guas-
ca, Slecha, Teusaca, and Uhaque; of the five,
Guatavita was by far the most important, Ubaque
being its nearest rival. The people made pil-
grimages to all the lakes, but to Guatavita most
of all, and with the richest gifts. And it was at
the lake of Guatavita that the great ceremony
of the Chibcha tribes took place—the installation
of the chief. Guatavita was the most important
center of the Chibchas, the religious “capital” of
the tribe. )

The chief who came to his kingdom with sac-
rifices to the holy water of the plateau was an
absolute monarch, whose power rested largely on
the assumption that he was semidivine. No sub-
ject dared look his leader in the face, but in the
royal presence turned aside or assumed a stoop-
ing attitude. No messenger might approach the
chief without bearing a gift, not to win the royal
favor, but merely to do homage to the royal state.
Over every detall of his subjects’ lives he ruled,
and ¥f a man of Guatavita wished to alter the
style of hizs dress he must ask his leader's per
mission and réceive the new garment from the
royal hand. In his “South American Archaeol-
ogy” T. Athol Joyce of the British Museum de-
seribes the state of the Zipa of Bogota: “His gar
ments were -of the finest cotton, his throne was
of gold studded with emeralds, and he traveled
in & ltter hung with golden plates. His head-
dress was of gold, and a golden crescent orna-
mented his brow; nose and ear ornaments were
of the same material, and also the breastplate
he wore upon his chest.”

For five years or more before a Chibcha chief
became his people’s ruler he must remain in se-
clusion, preparatory to the great ceremony of
the lake. At the end of his rigorous period of
probation—for it was also a period of stern self-
denlal—the chief's nose and ears were piérced
for the ornaments of %'= rank, and ho made gold-
en offerings to the ¢#¥s. Professor Joyce. who
in his book describes the ceremonies of the sa-
cred lake as historically attested facts, gquotes
from the history of the conquest and discovery:
of Mew. Granadd, by Juan Rodrigues ' Fresle,
writ*an in 1636: b

“Not only was the ceremonisj of Guatayita par-
ticularly claborate, it it gave rise to the stories
of El Dorado which so fired “he imagination of
the early conquerors and gave such an impetus
to the exploration of the inteiior. According to
Fresle, the population of the neighborhood re-
paired to the sacred lake of Guatavita clad in
their finest ornaments of gold and feathers. In-
numerable sacrificial fires ware kindled on the
banks. and the lake was eneircled with a cloud
of incense. The ruler-elect was divested of his
garments, anointed with an xdhesive earth, and
powdered with gold dust. Attended by his four
principal sub-chiefs he embarked upon & reed Taft
drnamented with gold dust and furnished with
four braziers for incense; at his feet was piled a
mound of gold and emeralds, and amid the shouts
of the multitude and the sound of whistles and
other Instruments he proceedad to the middle of
the lake. There he plunged into the waters and
washed off the offerings of goid dust, and the
gold and emeralds were thrown in at the same
time, the four chiefa making offerings on thelr
own account. The raft thep returned and the
proceedings terminated with the- revelry and
chicha drinking so dear to the heart of the Co-
lombians.”

The chief with his gold-dust coat-was in real-
ity “El Dorado.” the goldes man of Spanish
legend and Indian history. D :

Splendld as were the ceremonties attending the
consecration of the tribal ghief at Guatavita, or
Guatabita, as Professor Josce calls it, the na-
tional pligrimages and fessts were still more
important. These pilgrimyges were made pe-
riodleally to all the chief iakes of the country.
The northern Chibcha honcred Guatavita almost
exclusively, while the southern tribes paid their
religious homage at Ubaque. south of Bogotsa.

While the chiefs and robles were throwing
thelr gold and jewels into the sacred waters, the
common people were burying theirs by the side
of the lake or in secret piaces not far removed
from the holy waters. Many curious bits of pot-
tery have been recovered from the meighborhood
of the lake of Guatavita.

When Mr. Knowles came to America a short
time ago he brought with bhim many of the
treasures that he had taken from the sacred
lake. Most of the pleces are small. Whatever
may be their value as ancient pleces of handl-
eraft, the emeralds are undoubtedly the richest
“finds” in 'intrinsic worth. _

M. de la Kler of the Hoyal Institute of Paris
is quoted as estimating the probable value of the
articles In the lake at several million English
pounds. But such estimates are, .of course,
guesaes. The bottom of the lake bas not yet
been reached, and is still in a semi-liquid muddy
gtate. It is belleved that the articles taken out
to date were thrown or buried In the sldes of the
lake and have been, in the zges since, earried
toward the center by the pressure of the mud.
The number of pottery v ls found to
substantiate this view.

The work done by Mr. Knowles' company—
which is incorporiated in London under the name
of “Contractors, Limited"—is but the final link
in a long chain of explorations that stretches
from the times of the Spaniards down to the
present day.

In 1562 Antonlo de Sepulveda of Banta Fe de
Bogota lowered the waters of the lake to fifteen
feet, or thereabout, and is said to have taken out
great quantities of gold and an emerald of rare
beauty. Depulveda had made his attempt by dig-
ging a trench, and before the work could be fin-
ished the sides of the tremch caved in, and the
waters began to rise again. During the three
centuries that followed several attempts to drain
the lake, always by means of trenches cut from
above, were made and failed. i

In 1897 a small company of native engineers
was formed and three years later sold out its
rights to Hartley Knowles and his company.

“I had read about the legends of the golden
man,” sald Mr. Knowles, who stands spbnsor for
the foregolng history of the attempts to drain
the lake, “and, being an engineer, 1 thought I
should like to have a try. I have been working
at it for twelve years. The lake Ils drained as
dry as I want it; If it is completely dralned the
mud at the bottom may solidify, and we do mot
want that. What we are after now is to dig down
to what was the bottom of the lake 450 years ago.
The present bottom 1is, of course, a sediment of
years. The lake iz cupshaped. It is about
10,000 feet above sea level in the Colombian
Andes. It took four years to drain the lake.
Now we are excavating. +

“The government of Colombia has beer most
kind In letting us make the excavations and take
out the things. Of course the. inievest that at-
taches to the treasure is for niguarians, mw

seums aad ccllectors.”

SPIES HELP TO WELLINGTON

Archivist of French War Office Says
Spanish Officers rd the
Great Napoleon.

An interesting statement was made
not long ago before the French Acad-
emie des Scilences Morules et Poli-
tiques, by M. Bonnal, archivist to the
Freneh war office. According to M.
Bonnal, Dumouriez, “coached” Welling-
ton froms 1808 to 1814, and Uhe latter
often reaped the benefit of Betrayals
by aristoeratic French officers who
had relatives in London. i

M. Bonnal goes to the archives of
the Spanish war office, there to hunt
up confessiors by Spanish officess in
the service of King Joseph Bonapurte
of their own fresson—some of thewse
confessiona recorded as early as 1915,
under Ferdinand VIL Without sy
sort of shame they acknowledge then
that they betrayed Jameph to secret
agents of Wellingtom.

poleon was fast using up the military
resources of France, and, indeed, all
but ita soil, climate and genius, and!
tiring out the latter. He managed tor
keep Spain an open sore in the ene-
my’s flank, and thus left hopes to the-

the Corsican if they could coalesce
against him.

M. Bonnal says that plans dictated
by Napoleon for his brother King Jo-
seph’s guidance were found by guerril-
las and passed or to Wellington. The-
idea of the lines of Torres Vedras to
defend Lisbon has been placed to the
credit of that renowned captain. Their
real author is now discovered in: the:
French Cclonel Vincent, who knew the
country and had served as a military’
engineer under Junot and Dupont. His:
plans to fortify the Torres Vedras
hills were stolen and sent to Wellings:
ton.

ALMA MATER ALWAYS LOVED!

To the End of Life College Man.
Thinks With Joy of His Golden:
* Btudent Days.

by the knowledge they acquired.—Paul.
Van Pyke, In Scribner’s Magazine.

In a time .of universal scare, Well |
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