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A History of the Colfax Riot

-statement that it Was a Massacre of Innocent Ne-
groes by Whites Without Cause or Any Rea-

sonable Grounds

of Juctification.

[From The Colfax (La.)

The following account of the
Colfax riot contains such a glar-
ing misstatement of some of the|
oceurences “on that memorable
Easter Sunday of April 13, 1878,
and does such injustice to a ma-
jority of the whites who took|
part in that unfortunate confliet,
that, for the purpose of corree-
tion, we publish the article entire.
It is from the N. 0. Mascot of
May 27, 1882;

During the summer of 1873, in the
town of Colfax, parish of Grant, the
nation was thrilied by one of the most
frightful massacres ever recorded in
the annals of this State.

According to the published state-
ments of the time, a negro ring leader,
named Ward, undertook to take forei-
ble possession of the parish offices of
Grant, and install negro incumbents, |
claiming to be elected in opposition to
Judge Rutland, and other white parish
officers, who held commissions from!
W. P. Kellogg, then Governor of Lou-
isiana.

The testimony elicited at the trial of
the case, before the U. S. District
Court in this city, was to the effect,
that Ward and a gang of negroes claim-
ed to be legelly elected officers of
Grant parish, after taking forcible pos-
pession in several instances, were fin-
ally driven by the infuriate whites, into
8 building, formerly a sugar house in
the town of Colfax, which was then
used as a court house. This edifice
was surrounded and fired by the whites,
and the negroes who attempted to es-
eape were at once seized and stood in a
long line, each being secursly pinioned,
After remaining in a standing position
several bours the signal was at last
given, and the massacre commenced.
The row of negroes were shot to pieces
where they stood, and the slaughter be-
coming general, negroes throughout
the parish were shot on sight. If the
writer be not mistaken in the summary,

in one heap told the dismal story, and
for duys together the birds of prey in
the parish fessted upon negro carrion.
The individual directly responsible for

brain conceived the murder, and who,
with deliberate deviltry, carried it into
execution, is a person named to The
Mascot by a prominent Republican,
who makes not the slightest objection
to the use of his name, and expressed
to The Mascot his entire willingness to
testify under oath to the exact truth of
the revelation be is about te make. To

very words, he said:
*‘One day in the spring of 1873, I

logg, Governor of Louisiana, when
Waerd, & colored member of the Legis-
lature, and a colored political leader
in Grant parish, entered the Governor's
office, with the commissions of the
newly elected Republican parishofficers,
which had just been received from the
office of the Secretary of State. I
heard W. P. Kellogg direet Ward to
deliver those commissions to the parties
designated, in person, and say to esch
of them that he, Kellogg, expected
them to take possession of their offices,
and exercise their fullest functions,
even if in exerting their authority it
were necessary to resort toviolence. I
heard Ward ask Kellogg if he were au-
thorized % tell these men that they
would be sustained by the Executive
of the State, and Kellogg replied, “if
necessary I will sustain them with the
entire militia furece under my command.”’
Ward had scarcely left, when Judgs
Rutland, parish judge, and the Demo-
eratic ieader in Grant, made his appear-
ance in the Governor’s office. - He aiso
had an entire set of commissions issued
to white Demoeratic officers of Grant
parish, Keilogg intimated, in unmis-
takable language, to Judge Rutiand,
that the Democratic party claimed a
majority of the votes cast in Grant,
and that he had commissicned them,
but that their ability to retain the of-

e e St e of | whites became terrorized and fled

Chronicle, June 3, 1882.]

ocratie and the other Republican, had
been issued for the parish of Grant.
When W. P. Kellogg was expostulated
with upon this exhibition of treachery,
be remarked sententiously: - “*We must

burn a little powder, and spill a little
blood, ‘The blood of the martyr is the
seed of the church,” and my govern-
ment has not been recogoized at Wash-
ington.”*

The statement of the Masecot,
in relation to Kellogg commis-
sioning two sets of officers for
Grant parish at one and the same
time, with the view of precipitat-
ing a conflict between the races,
is correct in the main, being well
known to hundreds of living wit-
nesses, and can be abundantly
substantiated.

The first misstatement of the
Mascot is in speaking of Judge
Rutland as the parish judge, and;
designating him as a Democratic
leader in this parish. Judge|
Rutland was-a Republican, not a|
Demoerat, and at that time was
simply a lawyer praeticing his
profession, and held and laid,
elaim to no office whatever. The!
contestants for the Judgeship at
at the time of the riot were Judge
A. Cazabat, Democrat, and Shep.

controversy, Judge Rutland, who
sympathized with the whites, !
made a visit to New Orleans in |
their behalf, as stated by the|
Mascot. After the riot Rutland
abandoned the Republican party
and became a2 Democrat.

The second, most glaring andl
unjust statement, is as to the
manner in which the negroes
were killed. In order to put our
account of this affair in 2 con-
nected shape, we will rehearse
all the important occurences of
the day and of a few days pre-
vious. To begin with, the condi-
tion of affairs were about as stat-
ed by the Mascot, namely, two
sets of officers, one Democrat, the
other Republican, held Kellogg's
commissions, and had been in-
structed by him to hold their
places by force if necessary. The
whites secured possession first,
and were soon driven off by a
mob of negroes, who installed
their officers. A meeting of the
whites (Democrats) was called
for the first day of April, to as-
semble at Colfax, to consider the
propriety, and the best measures
to pursue, in order to gain pos-
session of the parish government.
The negroes, to the number of
two hundred or more, assembled
at Colfax early on the morning
of the first. They were nearly
all armed, and exhibited their
weapens with such freedom and
made such open threats of vio-
lence in case the whites attempt-
ed to hold their meeting, that,
although a large number of
whites came to town to attend
the meeting, it was deemed best
not to assemble. This action of
the whites seemed to give the
negroes greater confidence and
they began to boast and make
direful threats that they would
kill all the white men and take
tiie women and raise up a new
people, In the next fouror five
days several hundred negro men,
women and children athered at
Colfax, all making the most ter-
rible threats and conducting
themselves in such an insolent
and violent manner that the

|ed to fight it out.

night. The negroes finding the |Calhoun plantation for a stable

houses vacated broke them opest | (and never used asa sugar house

and took possession, rifleing the as stated by the Mascot). From
stores and residences of every-|this building they kept up a eon-
|thing in them. Their acts of|stant fire, wounding three white

ots G m Fye Witnesse; Correcting the Mic- vandalism during these days of /men in the meanwhile. The on-
U fon Ey - terror almost beggar deseription. 'ly approach to the building was

'Fln the house of Judge Rutland
| they found a coffin containing the

jremains of a child,” awaiting
transportation, which was ruth-!ble material, and, putting it in
.the hands of a negro prisoner
(glive at this writing) compelled

‘him to set the corner eaves on

lessly thrown into the yard, face
downward, and the lid broken
nearly off. Among the catalogue
{of erimes committed by them
was robbery, rape, and murder.
The whites were terror stricken
and the alarm spread into adjoin-
ing parishes like wild fire. The
call of the citizens of Grant par-
ish for help was responded to by
the adjoining parishes, who sent
about two hundred men to their
assistance. These men encamp-
ed within two miles of Colfax on
the 5th of April, and a demand
was made on the negroes to dis-
band and give up the offices and
records of the parish then in their
possession. This they refused to
do, and set to work throwing up
breastworks, saying they propos-
Capt. C. C.

at one end in which there were
no openings. The whites made
a torch of oil 'and other combusti-

fire. The wind being from that
direction the flames commenced
to spread immediately. The ne-

groes attempted to punch off 'the | conme

burning shingles, but by keeping
up a regular fusilade on the burn-
ing spot they were forced to de-
sist. In a few minutes flags of
truce were run out at various
windows. The firing ceased the
minute it became known the ne-
groes desired to surrender.
Right here the negroes com-
mitted one of the most dastardly
acts of treachery ever perpetrat-
ed by fiends in human shape,
Mr. James Hadnot, a gray-head-
ed, venerable and respected citi-

Nash, who is at this time a resi- |

dent merchant at Colfax, was
the acknowledged leader of the!

i whites, being the sheriff elected’

by them, and he made repeated

demands for the negroes to dis-
band or he would attack them

‘and drive them away by force.!of the door, a volley was fired at

Day after day the same demand |

was made and refused. Thus

ing of Easter Sunday, April 13,
1873, when the negroes were noti- |
fied to disperse, or else to remove

eir women and children, as an
attack would be made by the
whites on the breastworks.
The negroes sent off their women
and children and manned their
fortifications. The two opposing
forces were somewhat reduced
in numbers, owing to the faet
that the attack had been delayed
so long they thought there would
be no fight, and a large number
of men had left and gone home.
At the time the fight commenced,
a little after 10 o’clock a. m.,
there were about 150 white men,
some 25 of whom were kept de-
tailed to hold the horses, and
about 250 negroes behind the in-
trenchments. A kind of skirmish
was kept up all day until about
3 o’clock in the evening, when it
was decided to send a sort of
“forlorn hope’’ of thirty men
along the river bank, who were
to ereep up until they got behind
the breast worksg then to raise
up and open fire ®n the negroes
in the rear. This was to be the
signal for those in front to charge
to their rescue. These thirty
men were led by Mr. James Dan-
iels, a resident of this parish un-
til two years ago, when he re-
moved to Rapides parish, where
he now resides. The most of the
men who accompanied Mr, Dan-
iels were Grant parish men, and
a large proportion of them were
of the citizens living in the Rigo-
let neighborhood. While they
made their way along the river
bank these in front kept up a
constant fire to divert their at-
tention away from them. So
successiul was this storming
party that the negroes had mno
idea of their approach until they
opened fire on them in the rear
at a distance of about one hun-
dred yards. At the first volley
they were seized with a panie
and broke to run, the most of
them taking the road down the

=

their homes under cover of | building, formerly

zen of this parish, desirous of al-
lowing the negroes to escape
from the burning building, rush-
ed up to the door in company
with five or six other white men,
in order to make terms of capitu-
lation as quickly as possible.
When they got within a few feet

them from the inside of the build-
ing, mortally wounding Mr. Had-

Williams, Republican. In the Uhings wenton until the morn- not, Frank Moses and Sidney
{ Harris, and slightly wounding

two others of the party. After
this act of treachery the negroes
attempted to escape in the con-
fusion that ensued. The whites
were enraged at the perfidy of
the negroes, and, as they rushed
out of the building, shot them
down like dogs, and those that
escaped the first fire were ridden
down in the open fields by men
on horseback and ‘shot without
mercy. Notwithstanding this
fearful carnage, some 40 prison-
ers were taken by those disposed
to be more humane. At 4 o’clock
all firing had ceased and the
whites were masters of the situa-
tion. The prisoners were march-
ed into the back yard of a resi-
dence, so they would be conveni-
ent to a cistern of water. They
were not bound, nor was even a
guard set over them longer than
one hour, after which they might
have gone without let or hind-
rance, had it not been for fear of
ineurring the displeasure of their
captors. The wounded whites
were taken into the house, sp as
to be convenient to the same cis-
tern to which the negroes had ac-
cess. There was a general dis-
bandment of the whites, many
of whom went home thinking all
wasover. Aboutdark the steam-
boat Southwestern came down
the river and landed at Colfax,
taking Mr. Hadnot, who was then
in a dying state, and other seri-
ously wounded whites, on board,

While this boat was at. the land-|y

ing a number of the whites drank
pretty freely and became intoxi-
cated. Among them were the
sons, relatives and warm sympa-

thizers of Mr. Jas. Hadnot, Af-

ter the boat was gone, and ncar-
Iy all of the sober and influential
men had lain down tosleep, these
parties, all of whom were young,

determined to go to
where the negroes were, and kill

A tremendous effort is now
bing made to secure the repeal
of that provision of the Panama
Canal Act which exempts Ameri-
can vessels engaged in coastwise
erce from the payment of
tolls, and this effort is likely to
succeed unless those who are op-
posed to legislation by the Con-
gress of the United States which
is in the interest of Great Britain
and the transcontinental rail-
ways, rather than of the Ameri-
can people, shall enter a prompt
and energetic protest,

The National Rivers and Har-
bors Congress at its convention
in 1812 unanimously passed a
resolution commending the 62nd
Congress for its exemption of
coastwise commeree from the
payment of tolls, and this action
was unanimously reaffirmed at
the convention of 1913. The ex-
ecutive officers of the Congress,
therefore, consider themselves
in.duty bound to use all legiti-
mate means to prevent the re-
peal of this portion of the law.

It is claimed by Great Britain
that the “‘free tolls” provision
is a viclation of the Hay-Paunce-
fote Treaty, but the members of
the Senate who voted to ratify
that treaty held a different view.

don while the negotiations were
going on and afterwards was in
charge of the treaty in the Sen-
ate, Senators Clapp and Perkins,
former Senator Bard, the late
Senator Davis, who was chair-
man of the Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations and an ac-

allaw, and Theodore Roosevelt,

the darkness.

five negroes killed. All the ne-
gro bodies that had not been
moved by their friends or
tives were buried on

No birds of prey feasted on their

fight was that there was

Is Fighting His Proposal to Repeal Sec. 5 of the Pana-
ma Canal Act, Which Exempts American Vessels
Engaged in Coastwise Commerce from Pay-
ing Tolls to Pass Through Canal.

Senator Lodge, who was in Lon- |«

who was then President, all be- :
lieved that under that treaty we|

In all there were some ninety- "

being placed in the diteh which|
they had dug in making their|M.
fortifications, and covered with|

had the right to treat our own
shipping as' we pleased: other-
wise, the treaty.would ncver have
So far as it relates to domestic
commerce the Panama Canal 1 =
purely an American waterway
and should be treated in the
same manner as other American
waterways. Placing tolls onin- |
terstate commerce through the =
Panama Canal would overturn
the custom which has been fol-
lowed from the foundation of

sorbed by a monopolistic combi-
I- .. I Iof I m
shipper. A ship with a n
istered tonnage of 10,
would pay $12,000 in
time it passed through the canal. °
If our coastwise shipping consti-
tutes a monopoly so strong that
the remission of tolls would
sult in no benefit to shippers,
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petitions and resolutions may be
sent to' the Senators and Repre-
sentatives in the Congress of the
United States urging them to

maintain American rights’ #nd

knowled authority on internation- | clause.

carcases before they were buried. | 11:00
One remarkabie feature of the {of
not aj.




