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 Facts of the Colfax Riot

Written by the late Editor of the Chramicle to Refute Minstatements.

[From The Colfax (La.) Chronicle, June 8, 1882.] :
The following account of the Colfax Jing well -kmown to hundreds of living]

riot contains such a glaring misstate- | witnesses, and can be abundantly sub- |

ment of some of the occurrences on |stantiated.

that memorable Easter Sundsy of| The first misstatemsent of the Mas- |

April 13, 1873, and does such injus- [cot is in speaking of Judge Rutland |
tice to a majority of the whites who|as the parish judge, and designating
took part in that unfortunate conflict, |him as a Democratie leader in this
that, for the purpose of correction,|parish. Judge Rutland was
we publish the article entire. It is|lican, not s Demoerat, and at that
from the N. 0. Mascot of May 27,|time was simply & lawyer practicing
1882: his profession, and held and laid
During the summer of 1873, in the |claim to mo office whataver. The
town of Colfax, parish of Grant, the |contestants for the judgeship at the

According to the published state-{Republican. In the controversy,
mnntg of the time, a negro ring leader |Judge Rutland, who sympathised with
named Ward undertook to take fore- [the whites, made a visit to New Or-

ible possession of the parish offices of . . ;
:S)r:nl:;? and instill negro incumbents, leans in their behald, as stated by the

natien was thrilled by one of the most time of the riat A e = i
frightful massacres ever recorded in were Judge ol -8 o'clack- W-
the amnals of this State. bat, Democrat, and Shep WMIE.:.. “aemet of
»
river

claiming to be elected in opposition to Mascot. After the riot Rutland
Judge Rutland, and other white parish |[abandoned the Republiean: party and
u'mcer%( v{ha i‘::‘i c&r:misswmfhlgn became a Demecrat. {
W. P. Kellogg, n Governor o - - K
isiana. . The secomd, mest: glaring sod uly

The testimony elicited at the trial i
of the case, before the U. 5. District In
Court in this city, was to the effeet, af-

that Ward and a gang of n
claimed to be legally elected

of Grant parish, after taking foreible
ossession in several instances, were
I\‘Jlmlly driven by the infuriated
whites, into a building, formerly a
sugar house in the town of Colfax,
which was then used as a court house.
This edifice was surrounded and fived

san e e a8 I

iL

by the whites, and the negroes who
attempted to escape were at once ...
seized and stood in a long line, each
being securely pinioned. After re- hold
maining in a standing position several |sary.
hours the signal was at last gi!& firs:

and the massacre commenced, :
row of negroes were shot to pieces mob of negroes, wha inatalled

|
q
g_
i

truth of the revelation he is about to.
make. To quote smbal.lntialldy the |it was

;
I
|
sg
|

where they stood, and the slaughter |0fficers. A, mseting. of. the “
bedt:o;zh':ink ge}t;eral, n;g:oen thro h t:zglxli (Democrats) was called. for the: !
out the parish were shot on sigl pril, assemble at- Colfax, |,
the writer be not mistaken in the ::’;:.ﬁu ; : *lﬂ g
summary, one hundred and twenty propriety, :
. gli.lsakyl corpses iuli one Ié:ap told the |best measures “"?-h order. to
mal story, and for gain posssssion of. parish govern.
the birds of prey in the parish feasted ment. The negroes, to *m
upon negro carion. The individual di- two hundred : :
reetly responsible for this horrible. : or more, assewhled
bn.t.ch;ryﬂ] whos\:ﬂ ﬁendi;g hr;:? 3'6 wCelfu Muﬂv-n the morning of the
ceive e murder, & w L ware nearly all armed,
deliberate deviltry, carried it into and exhibited their wespons with such
execution, is a person named to The  freedom and 7
_ Mascot by & prominent Republican, - made sach open. threats |
who makes ot the sli;hto:: objection [of violence. in. case the: whitss af-
o the use of his name, and & tempted to hold their mesting, that,
to The Mascot his entire willingness |4 a wrkidten
to testity under ocath to the exact e
ze:t'g:m:n's yer{hwords'. he ntai‘m : This action of ‘the whites sesmed to
e day in the spring o |give the negroes grester confidénce
“ssitﬁhﬁ‘intheofﬂpceéw.l’. ahd they began to. boast and meke
logg, Governor of Louisiana, when e s g
Ward, a colored member of the Legis- |direful threats that thay weuld ki
lature, and a colored political leader |all the white men and tske the women
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in Grant parish, entered the Govern-!and raise
gl:;s ofﬁnlze. e‘;ith thﬁe coﬂmiuim of n;ln the - :

newly  elected ublican parish S

cers whichhndjwﬂbeanmdvad eral hundred negro men, wommen an
from the office of the Secretary of |children gathered at Colfax, all mak
Btate. I heard W. P. Kellogg direct |ing the most terrible thraatsand con-
Waryd to deliver those commisgions to ducting themselves in such mm. E
the parties desi;ilnated in Ifemn and ng . -hl.r
say to each of them that he, Kellogg, |lent and viclent manner that the
expected them to take possession whites becam¢ terrorined and : flad
their offices and exercise their fullest|from their homes under covey of
functions, even if in exerting their|,. ht. The :
suthority it were neces to resort| & negroes fluding . m
to violence.. 1 heard Ward ask Kel-{houses vacated broke them open. ani
logg if he were authorized to tell ;

£
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took possession, rifieing the 'atores

these men that they would be sus-land residences of everything in.

tained by the Executive of the Stll:ei Their acts of vandalism T 'ﬁﬂ

and Kellogg replied: ‘If necessary m.

will sustain them with the entire|d8ys of terror almest baggar daserip-

%mrté‘h i;z‘mw u;derlefmy command.’ |tion. In the house of Judge Rutlen:
a ad scarcely left, when Judge ound eoffin contaising ¢

Rutland, parish judge, and the Demo- t:z‘if of P it

eratic leader in Grant, made his a - s child, &

pearanee in the Governor’s office. l¥; porfation, whichk was,

also had an entire set of commissions | thrown ‘into the yard, face downwaml,

issued to white Democratic officers of {and the lid broken. nearly off. Among

Grant parish. Kellogg intima inlihe tal of P s

unmistakable language, to Judge Rut- catalogme of erimn sommitiod

fand, that the Democratic party them was robbery, rape, and
claimed a mﬂonty of the votes cas The

in (;:-ia?tt. a 4 1.1151‘:’i hehhmi eommis- |, o
sion em, but that their abili
retain' the office would depen;llh - parishes like wildfire,
their exhibition of pluck, Fe:&; i

satisfied that a fearful conflict responded to by

races was about to be ipitel 1i:
called ot the office of ‘the Becretary |15heh Whe sent sbout twe.
of State, and discovered that two sets |MeD to their assistancs. Thess
of commissions, one Democratic and |encamped within two miles of Coltax
the ﬁﬂ;ﬂ e 5o D Sany issued fon the 5th of April, and & desmand
parish of Grant. P g ;
flogg was expostulated wei':.ll upon |08 made on the negress to disband
this :;h:bmc;n tt;f t{eache he re- gﬂ“”ﬁm_ 5 and seconds of
sententiously: e must parisk then in their pessassion.
a little powder, and spill a little | This. they 'Mu@hto do, and et to
. “The blood of the mutygigm - 1
the seed of the church,” and my gov- tkrowing up biresstwork,
ernment has not-been recognized at|they proposed to fight it out. Capt.
w gton. C. Nash, who is st this thme a resl-
The statement of the Mascot, in re- {dent merchant
Iation to Kellogg commissioning two |acknowiedged
' sets of officers for Grant parish atbeing the
one and the same time, with the view |he made repeated
of precipitating a conflict between [negroes to bishand

the races, is correct in the main, be-ithem and drive them
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