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Facts of the Colfax iot
Written by the late Editor of the ChrI si r gpi Wmf j

[From The Colfax (La.) Chiroale., J.Te 3 KM.J

The following account of the Colfax i
riot, contains such a glaring misstate- :
ment of some of the occurrences on a
that memorable Easter Sunday of
April 13, 1873, and does such injus- c
tice to a majority of the whites who a
took part in that unfortunate conflict, I
that, for the purpose of correction, I
we publish the article entire. It is I
from the N. 0. Mascot of May 27, t
1882: 1

During the summer of 1873, in the :
town of Colfax, perish of Grant, the -
nation was thrilled by one of the most i
frightful massacres ever recorded in
the annals of this State.

According to the published state-
ments of the time, a negro ring leader
named Ward undertook to take forc-
ible possession of the parish offices of
Grant, and instill negro incumbents,
claiming to be elected in opposition to
J Ruge tland and other white parish
ofers, who held commissions from
W. P. Kellogg, then Governor of Lou.
isnaaa.

The testimony elicited at the trial
of the case, before the U. S. District
Court in this city, was to the etffet,
that Ward and a gang of negroes
claimed to be legally elected ol
of Grant parish, after taking fore~lhs
poiession in several instances, were
anally driven by the infuriated
whites, into a building, formerly a
sugar house in the town of C=eLaY
whih was then used as a court house.
This edifice was surrounded and fired
by the whites, and the negroes who

lat pted to escape were at ones
seized and stood in a long line, each
being securely pinioned. After re-
maining in a standing position several
hours the signal was at last given,
and the massacre commenced. The
row of negroes were shot to pieces
where they stood, and the slaughter
becomine general, negroes through-
out the parish were shot on sight. If
the writer be not mistaken in the
summary, one hundred and twenty
dusky corpses in one heap told the
dismal story, and for days together
the birds of prey in the parish feasted
upon negro canion. The individual di-
reetly responsible for this horrble
butchery whose fiendish brain con-
ceived the murder, and who, with
deliberate deviltry, carried it Into
execution, is a person named to The
Mascot by a prominent Repubtlesa,
who makes not the slightest ebjetlen
to the use of his name, and ex ssd
to The Mascot his entire willinges
to testify under oath to the exact
truth of the revelation he is about
make. To quote substantially the
gentleman's very words, he said:

"One day in the spring of 1897, I
was sitting in the oftlce o W. P. al-

g, Governor of Louisiana, when
Ward, a colored member of the Legis-
lature, and a colored politica leaer
in Grant parish, entered the Governm
or's office, with the commissions of
the newly elected Republican perish
officers which had just been received
from the office of the Secretary of
State. I heard W. P. Kellogg direct
Ward to deliver those commissions to
the parties designted, in rn, nd
say to each of them that he, Kplle, n,;
expected them to take possession of
their offices and exercise their fullest
functions, een if in exerting their
authority it were necessary to resort
to violence. I heard Ward ask Kel-
logy it he were autborised to tell
these men that they would be sus-
tained by the Executive of the State,
and Kellogg replied: 'If necessary I
will sustain them with the entire
militia force under my command.'
Ward had scarcely left, when Judge
Rutland, parish judge, and the Demo-
eratic leader in Grant, made his ap
pearance in the Governor's office. He
also had an entire set of commissions
issued to white Democratic officers of
Grant parish. Kellogg intimated, in
unmistakable language, to Judge Rut-
Lisnd, that the Democratic party
calmed a majority of the votes cast
ik Grant, and that he had commis-
sioped them, but that their ability to
retain the office would depend upnl
their exhibition of pluck. F
satisfied that a fearful conflict
leas was about to be precipitated, Itaed at the office of the Secretary
;f State, and discovered that two sets

other Republican, had been iassed
he parish of Grant When W. P.

was expostulated with upon
ethi ibition of treachery, he re-

Ssententiously: 'We must
a little powder, and spill a little

"The blood of the martyr is
tbh seed of the church," and my gov-

ment has not -been recognsed at

be statema t of he 1aot, in reo-a'. tia• to Kellogdg commissioning two

-asia of ofaers for Great pariah at
-s tad the same time, with te view
at precipittting a codlet between
the eases, Is arrmt In the , be h-

ug wD-oknmwn to hedreds o llvinm
witnesses, sad can be abadantly su>b
stantiated.

The rst misathteeet at the MUm-
cot is in speaking ON Juine Rutland
as the parish judger d desolgastlg
him as a Demeeratie l esr ti
parish. Judge Rutland wis a Repab-,
les., not a Demeesrt, end at that

time was simply a lawyer practideg
his protfeslao, and held and laid
caim to no aiLm whltever. The
contestaants forw he judgeship at the
time aof the let wer J A.
bat, Demomast, id a
Republica. In the conetrovay,
Judge Rutland, who sympathsed with
the whites, made a visit to New Or-
leans.in their behmif aistaed-b
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