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Katherine Giles Is Leading Fore-
caster of That Impor-
tant Crop.

B No Charms for One Tour
& s Whe Tricd It

eonntrics 1o ride instead of
&S 2 ponlie evidonee nI wealth,
| ot Mesopotamin the rtich man

ahideg would do well to e ,-'.‘.
f . before he embanks,
BB ot he may have a strange

made arrangements for
¥ Vajah one morning  without
nowing what sort of convey
B¢ lad jor mysell in for. 1 zoon
| 1gpout all about it.

| B be back of a mula were shing
;Tnﬂ'feresl wooden boxes, open at
| LREONt anad back to give air and o
vie tthe road, and into one of these
i I'hﬁﬂ. In the other box was the
-lmy American friecnd who was

BEGAN WORK AT $8 A WEEK

Her Reports, Gathered From Numer-
ous Correspondents and Skillfully
Prepared, Rank With Those
of the Government,

By RICHARD SPILLANE.
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become a  recogrized
throughout the world on
Crop I now means a thousand mil ;
Mon dollars or more g yedr to the |
American people. At times, as a re-
sult of a report which she issues, the !
markets of New Orleaps, New York, |
Liverpoo! and Hayvre are violently agi- |

tated.  Brokers buy and sell tens of

thousands of bales, risk hundreds or

usands of dollars and the change

in the value of cotton means millions

of dollars to the Erowers and the

spinners.  Thousands of men Aceept

her report with as great a faith as

they do that of the United States gov-

ernment in the preparation of w hich a

big foree is emploved In Washington,

She works alone, She sits in an office

in Broad strect that looks out on al

well made by skyscrapers. The post- |
4 man brings more than 30,000 pieces | MT. Freeman listened to her and to the Guif with
of mail matter a yvear to her. She | thnu_ght for a moment. He was paying | a girl does the clouds on the day of
has 2500 correspondents scattered | & fair amount to her ang probably was | a picnie. There isn't a shower in|
broughout the cotton belt, She ig |3 trifle annoyed because sp many of | the South of which she doesn't keep
a student of the soil, a student of the | D18 clerks had asked for more money. |a record. There isn't a place in any

weather and a student of cotton, the| “So you are dissatisfied,” he re-  one of the southern states of which
plant. She is a statistician par ex.| Mmarked. I dismissed a man two !Shﬂ cannot tell you the amount of rain. |
cellence and has made for herself a | Weeks ago for being dissatisfied.”  fall any day, any week or any month
position in the business world that is I She assured him she wasn't dissat- {in the whaole cotton year. She keeps
unique for one of her gex. | Isfied, She was anything but dissatis- | detajled records in regard to tempera-
The girl who went to Wall street | fled. . ftore. She keeps track of the acreage
was Katherine M. Giles. She ig a| 1€ Shook his head. Lo cotton in every county in the South
woman now with the gray beglnning A little later he left o note on her |land. She watches everything in the
to show in her hair, She was born Idesk saying that he would releage her J way of improvement in plantation
in Sulisbury, Orange county, N, Y. She from her engagement over the holi- | work juet as she does the ravages of

authority
cotton-—a | §
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“So You Are Dissatisfied,” He Remarked.

as much intensity as

was graduated in the public schoolg, | 987- In other words, she might go,

She never has been to college. As a
girl she had a bent for mathematies
and composition. The Giles family
was a large one. There were eight !
<hildren, six girls and two boys. Ev-
ery one of the girls has become a suc-
cessful business woman,

How She Got Her Start.

The man who gave Kate Giles her
first job had worked in the agricul-
tural department in Washington. He
<ame to New York and opened a sta-
tistical .bureau to furnish i‘éﬁb‘&n"bﬁ"
corn, wheat, flax, oats and eotton,

The principal work of Miss Giles
was to rule paper according to the
needs of this man and then copy the
reports as he worked them out. She
thought he was wonderful. Being
deeply interested in his business, she
naturally studied his methods of arriv-
Ing at the condition of the various
crops. His health was poor and she
did everything she could to lighten
his labors. The first recognition she
£ot that her services were appreciated
was when he gave to her the key to
his letter hox in the post office. That
was strong evidence of confidence, for
& crop statistician must be most care-
ful of his corrcspondence. Little by
little her duties were enlarged. In the
first vear of her service her employer
had 2 serious illness. The work was
more than he could attend to and he |
gradvally gave up reporting on corn,
wheat, oats and flax. She took charge
of the cotton. She made up the re- |
poris on this crop and sent them out |
in his pame until he died.

With the death of her emplover she
had to look for another position. She
got one with a big cotton firm. Her
work there was of a character that
was delightful to her. Her employers
wanted her to keep in cloge touch with

very development in the South that |
affected cotton. How she was to do |
this denended largely on herself. The
reputaiion of the firm wasg excellent
and it had « good many clients in the
cotton belt, Lyt the most reliable in-
formution alout ecotton comes from
sBources that are not intimately con-
cerned with the size of the crap, It
was left {c her in epen up new fields
of cerrespondence, What her employ-
ers wanted was aceuracy, They judged
her by results. Sha remained with
this firm {or two Years and then re.
signed to accept a gimilar position
with Charles D. Freeman, who wag |
the beard man for Price, MeCormick
& Co. in the davs when that concern
was perhaps the largest in the cotton
trade in the world and who, when the
firm failed, went into business for him-
self and became one of the most prom-
inent operators on the exchange.

She had been learning more and
more' ahout cotton each season and
was broadening mentally, She is a

woman of Keen perception and calm
judgment and as exact and painstak-
ing where fgures are concerned as a
scientist i3 in any laboratory work |
he undertaies, She was perfectly sat-
isfied with Mr. Freeman as the em. |
plever and Mr. Freeman was per- |
fectiy satisfied with her as an em-
ployece, but alter she had been with
him two seasons shn got a notion that
alie cusht to get wore maney, SvVery-
one cise in the office bad received au
increase in salary. She couldn't quite
understaad why she had been lefi out,
B0 sie made an application for an |
Ancrease.

The holiday was Memorial day,
was a sad one for Kate Giles.
course she told her mother all about
it. Her mother advised her to £0
right back and work just as if noth-
ing had happened. Migs Giles re-
turned to the office, but was timig

ll.ahout speaking to Mr. Freeman. She

told him if he didn't mind she would
continue as before, He told her no,

“When you want to leave,” he saidg,
“you leave. You've done excellent

It | She knows the amount of fertilizer|
Or. that is purchased each spring and aver,

| the bell weevil and the &rmy warm.

| What section it is distributed,

fom their view. .

This fowl claims the distinction of
belmg the only bird in Boise to pos-
sesd & swallow-tail overcoat. Its own-

| She is conservative, She knows.
| her correspondents are honest and
rwelk intentioned. Probably no one
!1n the cotton world ever had a better]
|lot. But ghe knows, as everyane
 knows who has had anything to u:f
with agricultural correspondents, thag!

mes can
i3 B [RITII

?B%ér'ff : the ;Tutinn of be-

ing independant, of building np a busi-
ness for yourself. Follow that idea.”

Mr. Freeman did more, He had fur-
nished all the correcpondents of Miss
Gileg with an agrieultural publication
of particular interest to them. The
subscriptions to these papers he had
paid for a year ahead. He gave this
subscription list and the paid sub-
scriptions to Miss Giles, He was as
kind and generous to her as any em-
ployer could be, but she faced the
fulure with trepidation. It's one thing
to have a regular salary coming in
each week. It's another to trust to
luck as to what monetary return you
are going to get. It's hard for a men
to give up the surety of the pay enve-
lope. It's harder for a woman,

Miss Giles wanted ten subscribers
to her service. Subseription to such a
service as she planned costs g good
bit of money. She got the ten sub-
scribers, She had feared the fact that
she was a woman might make some of
the persons she applied to hesitate, It
didn't. Without her appreciation of
the fact, many men had come to know
vhat the reports from Charles D.
Freeman's office i were the work of a
woman and that the woman was Kate
Giles,

When she got her ten subscribers
she did a Very womanly thing. She
went to Mr., Freeman ang told him
he had been so kind to her that she
wanted to furnish the service to him
free of charge, He checked her befora
she had gone very far in her speech
and told her he had given his sub-
scription to her as a start in business
und he didn’t want another word from
her about it. .

Has Host of Cerrespondents,

As her own boss Miss Giles has done
things according to her own ideas.
There isn't a district of any impor-
tance in the cotton belt in which she
hasn’t a eorrespondent. She hasg se-
lected these correspondents with care,
Some of them are cottonseed oil men,
some are hankers, some are mer-

| chants, some are cotton growers, some

are colton ginners. Twelve times a
Year she sends to each of them for
information as to the situation regard.
ing cotton in their particular neigh-
borhood. 1t costs nothing to them to

furnish the inforriation except the |

time and trouble in the writing, She
furnishes printed blanks for them to
write on and the postage to cover the
cost of the mailing. Each correspond-
ent gets a moderate compensation,

| In addition te answering each ques.

tion she asks, the correspondent is in-
vited to add such remarks a8 he sees

i

Reports from 2,500 picked corre-
spondents have decided value,  But
these only form one source of infor.
mation to Miss Giles. She watclieg
the weather reports for every part of
the South, from Cape Hatteras to the

' Rio Grande and from the Ohio river

She has to gauge the humab element

her calculations. She takes her 2508
{reports and studies them, putting
| down figures and comparing them with
others that she has already prepared.
Then she has to consider these figures
in the light of the acreage, the pre-
cipitation, the amount of fertilizer and
the various other things that enter
into the making of the cotton crop,’
With all her figures and all her infor-
mation in hand she has to make her
own deductions hased upon her own
special reasoning and her individual
judgment,

Twelve times a year she has to do
this. She sends out one report in
May, two in June, two in July, two in
August, two in September, one in Oc-
tober, one in November and one in
December, She gets out her report
from three to five days in advance of
that of the United States government.
Sometimes the government statisti-
cians have blundereq egregiously,
Miss Giles, working alone, has been
right more times thap has the agri-
cultural department with all its faeili-
ties. In 1905 her reputation was es-
tablished throughout the world by rea~
son of the verification of her predic-
tions hy the outturn of the crop. She
immediately became a market factor.
Since then the Giles report is watched
for with deep interest. She has to go
to extremes to safeguard it from being
made public before her subscribers re-
celve it and before they can take
advantage of its information,

Only Fourteen Subscribers,

She limits her Bubscribers to twelve
persons in the United States and two
in Indla. One of her foreign sub-
scribers is in Bom bay and the other in
Viramgum, To the foreign subserib-
ers the report ig cabled. To her

the vision of the reporter is eoloredli.
g i Iy h o 3

- |
.._{”

as well as the elements of nature !ni ¢

er lakes a personal interest in all her
hens, and it was with some concern

that she noticed during the summer |.

that cne of the late spring chickens
faild to develop any feathers on its |
back ; |

Vib e cool evenings came on |

jie: shirt a unique coat, mod- |
after a full-dress coat, with no
Irof to epeak of, but plenty of back |
angtail.  Slits were arranged for the
bid's wings, and the fow! seems to |
offers in the ecop to be particularly |
sptd of the costume.

elega

Tales of Pragress. {
e “aluminum that is as hard as
fol,” has been invented again. This
ke the invéntor ic an Australian,
i the claims made ‘or his discovery
dftainly do not err - . the side of
MRlesty. In additior tc superior hard.
s, he announces that his new alloy
& be welded and soldered, has a
hih tensile strength, and is noncor-
8lve. This last quality, of course, be-
Oks to all forms aof the metal.
#e world will look on such claims |
R a skeptical eye, and yet, the)r[
clesent the goal toward which thei
weld is moving. Sooner or later, by |
& Bdden discovery or a long series of |
slof advances, aluminum will be made |
to® most of the work that now falls |
Oongron and steel. Aluminum has
maly advantages. It is light in weight,
it @es not rust, It is found everywhere
anf n inexhaustible quantities. Every
claf bank is a mine of it.

feginning of Great Invention.

far back a8 1668 experiments
Wwel being made with what savants
callf an “ptacousticon,”  which
braghi distant sounds to the ear and |
wall, far.oft promise of the “long dis-
tan@' and “wireless” messages of to-
dayd Samuel Pepys was abroad In

| gineer could sleep.

tho# days, and of course he saw the

his Wiary. He went .
Brodpker to “the Royal society,” and

American subscribers the report is de-
livered at 9:3¢ 4, m. on the day it s |
issued. All get the report at the same |
time, their representatives meeting at |

She has & Secondary service,
Wwhich is sent by mail to five subscrib-
ers. This ig simply hep regular report,
All sorts of gy bterfuges are resorted
to by persons whg want to get Miss
Giles' opinion regarding eotton. So
far as possible ghp secludes herself.
You won't find her name in the tele-
phone directory. 8pe had it taken out
because go many men called her up
and by adroit questioning endeavored
to get some ides from her regarding
the crop, Tn her subscribers her re-
horts may be of great value at times
| of grave doubt ag to the crop, it kept
| from the knowledge of others,
| Miss Giles is the only woman wha
|15 a cotton crop forecaster or statis-
tician,  Another woman entered the
field, but didng last. She hag been in
| the agricultural department apg Wis

fairly capable, byt she couldn't make
| beadway N

Misef Giles’ office at that hour and re- | danciy
CE!iVI!]g the sealed paper from her |

“her§to my great content, I did try |
the Be of the otacousticon, which |

newloy, tried it, and mentions it in !
with Lord |

Wwas Bly a great glass bottle broke |
at thihottom, putting thg neck to my |

ears,
of the oares of the boats in
the Wemes to Arundel gallery win-
dow, Bich without it I did not in the
least &
fTea-Drinking Nations.
Recd} atatistics show that the Eng

lish ref casily first among tea-drink-
ing DMpng  From these we learn
that if§ Englishman, an American,

B Russiy, g German, an Austrian, a
French®n, and n jtalian were to sit
down t@ether and order drinks in a
quantit¥hat would show the relative
COnBUMBon of these boverages by
their rdactive nations, some would
get enoleh for a bath, while others
would @tain only a few mouthfuls.
If the I'fsq sat down to tea, the Eng-

lishman §ould find himsell confronted
with 1.3 cups, the American with
100, the Besian with 273, the German
with 36.8he Austrian with 20, the
Frenchtify with 1§, and the Italian
with onlfpne

5

d there I did plainly hear tho !

| though it is usually two months old

{ rera
the bird, which struts with pride be- mt the company’s boat which had ex-. the advertised date, the Indians we

The little Grenfell cculd make about

' fourteen miles, and the river itself |

was making eight because the water !
was very high. It was liquid mud car- |
rying driftwood and logs—even whole |
trees. The sun slowly moved from
gouth to west, from west to northwest,
and then was hidden behind the river |
banks. That it had set we could not |
be certain, for there was plenty of |
light until abeut eleven o'clock, when |
wa tled up to the banks so the en-

Islands Are Numerous.

The river is full of islands. In the
300 miles there are about two hundred |
of them, covered with pine and spruce |
timber. As we proceeded the banks
grew lower and the river wider. That
night we tied up at North Vermilion
and went down to the river bank in-
stead of up, the river was so high
Here, 600 miles from the railroad,
there are two little communities of
whites and half breeds, one on either
side of the river. They get mail once
+ month and are glad to get it, al

W
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when it arrives. The whitea are well-
read, well-edueated, and have the true
northern hospitality. The half-breeds
form a clasg by themselves. They
read a Mttle French, but prayer books
and catechisms are all that are avail-
able to them iy French. Only a few
of them have been as far from home
as Edmonton, the cthers consider Ver-
milion the center of the earth,

were spent in ethnological work. Dur-
ing this time a trip was made to a
trading post on Hayv river on the oc-
casion ot “treaty paying.' Nearly all

With Vermilion as a baze six weeks |

| bected to pull out before us end did | nearly all back from the river secur-
not, we moved downstream. |

ing food for the winter.

A week's stay was made at Dunve-
gan, some mileg from which place
a band of Beaver live on the reserve.
Near them were several prosperous
agricultural settlements.

Many Bears After Berries.

Coming back to Peace River Cross-
ing was pleasant and should have
been easy. If one gits down on a raft
or in a canoe and sits still he will
quietly pass the 240 miles from St
John to Peace River Crossing. Our
luck was a canoe loaned to us. Be-
cause it was the homeward journey
the natural speed of the current, three
miles, was increased to five or six hy
the use of the paddles. It ig tiresome
work, but a few days of it puts a large
share of conceit into one when he
tries his muscles agalnst a loafer.
Yes, there were bears, there always
are on the Peace. This wasg the time
of ripe berries and there were many
bears. We know that they, Indian-
like, muet have “made medicine”
agalnst us, for nothing else could have
prevented oar killing one.

We were very happy when Sunday
nigzht at eleven o'clock, two hours
after darkness had come In the early
days of September, we paddled our
canoe alengside the company’s boat
Peace River. Kind friends helped us
unload. A cheery fire in the saloon, a
cupful of tea, and welcoming smiles
soon drove out the cold and stiffpess
accumulated since five in the morn-
ling. This was at the end of the tele-
' graph ling

Will the North pass as our West has
passed? Even when the Peace river
is #ettled as it soon will be, there
will remain a vast fur-bearing reginn,

the Indiang of Canada receive cash

ment once a year. A band of Hl;-.vj ¥
fndians, practically untouched by civ-
llization except ae to dreas, trade at

payments from the Dominion govern-

but that the peculiar types of white
people and Indians with their {JTH:-'"-M
| customs and manners ecan long survive
i3 a question, and they make the rea}
| North,




