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BE THYSELF.

*Pwas ones well sald, 1f thou be true,
Tnto thyself as God to you,

It follows as the night the day,

Thou canst not then e'er falsely play
To anyone, Bolook you well,

Let every act the trath foretell,

i Proclaim to all from sea to sen,

Let come what will, mysell I'll be,

Yes, be thyself, where'er thou art
In honeety act well thy part.
Choore thou to do thy heart’s command,
| And fearlessly employ thy hand
In building fiem each frlendship strong,
Avold deceit, eschew the wrong,
| In trnthfulness make good thy name,
And just and true ahnﬁ be thy lame,
—New World.
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A CHECK MYSTERY.
YOO IODIOO DOQN§
\ N the whole of my
long and eventful
experiguce 83 &
g tracker of criminals
there is one failing
which has puzzled
me more than any
b other thing in con-
nection with the
men whom 1 have
been fortunate
| L. enough to hunt
down, and that is
the extreme carelessness shown by the
cleverest of scoundrels. A man will
plan out & crime with the utmost sub-
tlety and ingenuity, providing for well-
nigh every contingency, and altogether
showing himself to be s Napoleon of
eriminality; but all the same, by sheer
rarelessness or want of foresight, he
will leave one glaring obvious elew
which brings his house of cards to the

ground and delivers him into the|m

clutches of the law, It is the history
of such a scheme, ruined by such an
oversight, that I will set down in the
linea that follow:

One morning I was instructed by
my chief at beadquarters to go to the
office of Mr, John Polaythorpe, in
Golden Square, to inquire into & forg-
ery ¢ase. I at once took my steps to
the office named, and after a short de-
lay was shown into M=, Pennythorpe’s
room.

He was a genial-looking, clean-
shaven man of some thirty-five years,
and he rose to greet me with a smile.

““Good morning, Mr. Blake,” he
said, as he motioned me to a chair.
“Iam glad that you have come so
promptly, for there has been some
bother over a check of mine.”

I prepared to listen to the details,
snd he continued: ‘‘Last Monday I
received from the’lank the usual paid
checks, which thefarein the habit of
returning to me every month. There
were fifteen in all, most of them for
small sums. One of them, however,
was for no less an amonnt than £300,
and directly I looked at it I knew that
it was a forgery.

*The signature and the body of the
check were apparently in my own
bandwriting, but as I had not drawn
anything like such & sum for months
past, I knew, of course, that the busi-
ness was & fraud, I atoncecommuni-
cated withs the manager of the bank
and also with Bootland Yard.”

“You seem unnecessarily agitated,"”
I remarked, after a pause, ‘‘for after
all the bank, I presnme, will bear the
loss and not yourself, In the case of
forgeries the bank is always liable.”

“:Quite so, quite 80,” he returned.
] myaelf do hot lose a penny; but
what agitates me is the knowledge
that I must have a forger near me,
for nobody but a man intimate with
me could have so gauged the amount
of my account. It was just £550, so
that after paying the amouni of the
check only £50 remained,

The bank has treated me very hon-
orably, and has written already to say
that my accouut has been credited
with the £300 in question, My inter-
eat, therefors, in finding the forger is
purely from the point of view of jus-
tice to the bank. Doubtless if the
scoundrel is discovered immediately
some of the money may be refunded.”

“No doubt,” I returned, quietly,
*'and now perhaps you will be good
enongh to let me see the oheck, also
a check bearing your genuine signa-

tu;]i." . :

. He took from a drawer in his table
a couple of checks. ‘Here is the
forged document,” he said, *‘and here
is a genuine one, Compare them and
you will detect absolutely no differ-
ence,”

No. There was no noticeable differ-
ence. I scratinized the forged check
with the aid of my glass, but the mag-
nifying process elicited absolutely
nothing, ;

“This is the most sirikingly clever
forgery that I have ever come avross,”
I said, after a pause. *‘I do not won-
der that the bank people wcre de-
ceived.” .

“Nor I,” he made answer, ‘or
upon my word I myself should have
been taken in by so extraordinary an
jmitation. And now, if there are any
details I can give you which may be
serviceable, pray command me.”

“Pirst of all,” I said, slowly, “T
should like to ask where you usually
keep your check book.”

] am afraid,” haknnnarad, *that
1 have been rather careless in that re-

Its usaal place is in an ex-
posed position on this desk.” 5
“Who has access to room "

passbook with the returned checks, I
have always had go much confidencein
Jenkins that I have allowed him ab-
solute control of my bank business.”
“T gee. Has he appeared to you

paused for a moment, and then said:
““Well, yes; now I come to think "of
it. Only & week ago he asked me for
an advance of salary.”

“That may or-may not mean any-
thing. Aman may be hard up and de-
sire sn advance, and yet hesitate
about & deliberate forgery. Have
you any of His writing that I can lock
at?”

“Plenty. How will this suit you?”
He handed me a note from theclerk
in which the latter made some un-
jmportant communication. As I was
something of a graphologist, I thought
that doubtless the youth's calligraphy
might give a clew to his charncter, but
a shade of disappointment crossed my
face as I scrutinized the letter. It
was the stereotyped commercial hand
which is the bugbear of the handwrit-
ing expert, and which gives absolute-
ly no clew to the writer's tendencies.
1 tossed the paper from e, and gaid:
*“That won't help us a bit, Is the
young fellow here to-day?”

“Oh, yes. I could®ring for him,
and you could have a look athim with-
out his knowing your business. Shall
I do so?” {

He rang the bell, and a tall, thin
young fellow answered it. From a
sign made by Mr. Pennythorpe Iknew
that this was the clerk in queation,
and I watched him narrowly while his
employer gave him some instructions
juvented on the spur of the moment.
When he was gone the other turned to

e.
“Well,” he asked, *“what do you
think of him?" _

t‘He looks a simple, honest young
fellow,” I returned, as I rose to go;
“but of course appearances are mnot
often reliable. My next move will be
to go down to the bank and interview
the cashier who paid the £500 over
the bank eounter.”

Mr. Pennythorpe rose and held out
his hand. *I am sure you will do
your best for all of us,” he said, as I
took my leave.

- L] L3 - - -

Arrived at the bank, I had to waita
few moments before I could see the
manager, as he was engaged with &
customer. At length, however, the
visitor departed and I was vsheredia-
to his room.

“'Glad to see you,” he said, heartily.
] presume you have just come from
Mr, Pennythorpe's office, as he wrote
us that he was communicating with
Scotland Yard?”

“Yes, I have seen Mr. Penny-
thorpe,” I returned, “but the inter-
view has elicited verylittle. He seems
much agitated about the loss, al-
though it is the bank’s, I presume,
and not his."

*‘Quite 80,"” returned the manager,
gloomily. “‘As you koow, the law
provides that in case of forgery the
bank and not the customer suffers. As
to the justice or injustice of that lawI
will not speak now, Our object is to
find the culprit.”

“Which may be far more difflenlt
than you may think,” Isaid. “‘Ihave
always found cases of this kind the
hardest to unravel, At least fifty per
cent. of modern forgers are never
brought to justice.”

*Let us hope,” he replied, quickly,
“‘that this ease will belong to the other
ﬁﬁr-li

“With all my heart,” I said; “‘and
now, if yon will allow me, I should
like to have a chat with the cashier
who cashed the check in question,
which I have brought with me from
Mr. Pennythorpe's office.”

The manager's faca fell. *It is
rather mnfortunate,” he said, ‘‘but
Wilson, the clerk who paid over the
noney, is laid up just now with in-
fluenza. Btill, you might go down fo
his house and interview him.”

“What is his address?” I asked,
premptly. “I will go there without a
moment's delay.”

The clerk, it seemed, resided at
Olapham, and a few minutes later I
was hailing a cob ontside the bank.

*Fern Villa, Melthorpe road, Clap-
ham!” I eried, and presently we were
bowling along in the direction of the
southwestern suburb. ¥

After nearly three-quarters of an
hour’s drive, the cab turned into a
shady street made up of tiny houses,
Fern Villa being the last on the right
hand side. Here I alighted and rang
the bell, having previously teld the
cabman to await my return.

A small, white-faced woman, whom
I took to be Mrs, Wilson, opened the
door gingerly.

“What can I do for you, sir?” she
asked, timidly.

“Ts Mr. Wilson sble to receive &
visitor?” I asked. *'I have just come
from the London & Suburban Bank,
the nianager of which place tells me
he is Iaid up. My business is impor-
tant.”

*The doctor is upstairs now, sir,”
she said, quietly, “‘but he won’t be
long. Will you piease walk in?"

Ientered the tiny parlor and sat
down. Presently I heard steps on the
stairs, then a slam of the house door,
which led me to think that the physi-
cian had taken his leave. This was
the case, as Mrs, Wilson appeared sl-

« have onlyone clerk, and he
and goes when he likes.”

Do you suspeot bim?”

sMy dear sir,” he engreered, as he
arcse snd paced the roum, “it is im-

: ible for me tosay. He has al-

“z‘md h.mm man?”
“ wThree yesrs, He eame fo me

most liately and informed me
that, if I would walk up, her husband
would see me. .
“'From the bank, sir?’ he -said,
anxiously, as I entered. *‘Thopenoth-
ing is wrong.” 2
*Nothing so far as you are con-
cerned, Mr., Wilson,” T returned
cbeerily. “Ihave merely come toask
iw to be kind enough to give us a
ittle help. I am Detective Blake

understand that this check” (here I
produced

some two wesks ago.”

pounds and signed by John Penn
thorpe, paysble to ‘Belf,’” he o
sery #“Yen, I have a very distinch
recollection of taking in this check,
becaunse it happened to be the first I
lately to be in want of money?" He |pashed on my return from my holi-

I brightened considerably.

““That is exceedingly fortunate,” I
out description of the
it may be of great as-
sistance. 1 presume you are able to
deseribe him?”

He fell back and shut his eyes, as
though striving to aid his memory in

remarked, ‘‘for
man who cashe

“Yes,” he said, after a pause, “he
was » rather tall, thin man, of some
sixty years, He had a white beard,
hair and mustache, and wore gold
His features, as far as I re-
member, were commonplace. I think
he was dressed in & black frock coat
and he wore no gloves.”

“What makes you so cerfain about
his not wearing gloves?* I asked,

““Ah, that’s the point which I am
more certain about than any other: 1
am positive he wore no gloves, be-
canse I remember remarking how
ghockingly his finger-nails were bit-
There was hardly snything of

I jumped up so suddenly that he
looked as though he thought me mad.
““What's the matter?” he asked.
““What's wrong?”

“Wrong!" I echoed.
trary; everything’s as right as can be.
By Jove—the blackguard!
me ‘taking a hasty leave, Mr. Wilson;
but, really, I think your informstion
ismore than sufficient. Goodby. Hops
you'll eoon be better; and thanks, very

“QOn the con-

stairs, Ibade Mra,
Wilson a hasty good afternoon, and,
jumping into my cab, ordered the
man to drive back to the bank where
I had engaged him,
Curionsly enough

Rushing down the

, the manager was
just issuing from the building as we

“Mr. Venn,” I said, epeaking very
quickly, *'I think I have a clew. May
I ask you to accompany me in this cab
at once to follow the same up?”

He seemed rather surprised at my
manner, but acquiesced without a

“Where are we going?’ he asked,
as the eab drove off.

“We sre going,” I answered, ‘“‘to
Mr. Pennythorpe’s office. We shall
find our man there, unless I am very
much mistaken.”

The cab set us down in Golden
Square in twenty minutes, and we at
once took onr way to the room which
I had quitted that morning.
Pennythorpe was seated writing as
we entered. He recognized the man-
ager and wished him good afternoon.
Then he turned to me and said;
“Have you found a clew?"”,

“More than that,” I eri
found the man,

ed. “I have
John Pennythorpe, 1
arrest you, in the Queen’s name, on
the charge of attempting to defraund
the London & Suburban Bankin the
sum of £500."
In my time I have seen many cases
of moral and physical oollapse, bui
never have I seen such an utter break-
down as took place in that little room
Pennythorpe
up—his face
blanched with terror—his eyes were
well nigh glazed, his knees shook.
ever guilt, was written on his face, it
was written on his face then, He
clung to the table for support as he

proof—what proof have yon?”

“‘Quite enough,” I anawered coolly;

““your disguise, Mr. FPenn i
which represented you asa
old gentieman of sixty, was doubtless
exceedingly artistic, and would prob-
ably have insured you agsinsi detec-
tion had you taken the simple precau-
tion of wearing gloves.”
He looked rapidly at his hands, and
T could see that he understood all, and
realized the clew which had tracked
him. There was a long pause, at the
end of which he turned to the manager,
who had stood a silent spectator of the
scens and said, brokenly:

“‘Mr. Venn, I admit the charge, 1
was at my wite’ end to know where ta
obtain a thousand pounds, and I hil
upon the idea of obtaining five hun.
dred by this trick, the other five hun-
dred, of conrse, coming tome in the

ry way, Iwrote and signed the
check, and, disgnised d recogni-
tion, I eashed it at the bank.’ Therell
have confessed all now, and trust you
will not be too hard on a manwho
took & desperate step beocause his po-
sition was more desperate still.” He
broke down and sobbed.

The three of us then went io the po-
lice station, where Pennythorpe was
given into custody.

The trial came on shortly afterward,
but as the bank di

from Beotland Yard. I am givém tols

be ; ad the document) *was-paid |/
+he 1 : Mnm by you fo & certain: individual |

goes Harouinlﬁbuduém.ﬁ..”
! the slip of p - hundred |

Excuse

ignified

d not the

mmpor:i.th [ e
light sentence. His case is interest
ing in view of the fact that itfurnishes
one more proof of the carelessness of
the most ingenious criminals, for had
he taken the precautionto wear gloves
on that fatal morning, the mystery of the?
" gheck on the London & Sub-
urban Bank would doubtless have re-
mamned a mystery until the

end of |
time, —Tit-Bita. 4

E ical Road Impro t

A tribute to the superior cheapness
of good roads, even when made of
dirt, was paid by Captain Browne,
one of the delegutes to the Virginia
Good Boads convention in 1894, dn
the conrse of some remarks Captain
Browne said:

“The question of good roads comes
home to me with great foree, for I
have in Northampton County good
dirt roads to haul over, and in another
county bad dirt roads. I put four
earts, each one with a mule to it, on
the scales, and the loads which were
hanled over the Northampton roads
averaged 2466 pounds; in the other
county, 800 pounds is the universal
load in delivering produce. In Nozth-
ampton thetaxfor 1oad purposesis ten
cents on the $100, and in the other
county, where the roads are bad, it is
twenty cents on $100 worth of prop-
erty. This difference is owing to the
adoption of improved methods, which
reduce cost and give much advan-

Captain Browne’s description of the
road equipment in Northempfon may
be of interest to Kentucky farmers
who are struggling with dirt roads.
The county, he said, owned one road
grader, plows, carts, hand implements,
six mules, one superintendent for the
whole county, who employed five la-
borers and had a tent in which all
could shelter. The superintendent
was directed to begin the worst roads
first and to work in all parts of the
county. He began April 16 and by
HSeptember 80 had made seventeen
snd onme-hall miles of good road,
thongh the force had been idle
twenty per cent. of the time owing to
the lack of teams. The highway
made cost only $55.17 a mile, but this
could be rednced half by the purchase
of four more mules. The monthly
expense was $175.75; the extra mules
would add $40 a month, but then
thirty-five miles could be madeina
year. Tbe whole cutfit had cost §1,-
011.24. The farmers had been very
much pleased with the results and
would not now adopt a different plan.
In time Captain Browne hoped they
would get to macadamized roads.
It seems hardly worth while to be-
gin & campaign for better dirt roads
when macadamized ones could be se-
cured with a little more effort. Still
every upward step counts. Communi-
ties which ean mot undertake exten-
sive improvements might combine this
plan of working dirt roads with the
one adopted by Angusta County, Vir-
ginia. This] county was not in debt,
and tho people there, as in a grest
many counties in EKentucky, were op-
ed to any issme of bonds. The
oard of Bupervisors hit npon a con-
tractor who sgreed fo build the road
and take a certain sum every year. It
took nearly a year to build the road,
and he received his firsi, payment the
next year from the proceeds of a tax
levy. The third year he was paid an-
other part and the fourth year all.
The county in the meantime had got
gixieen miles of badly needed mac-
adam, and the farmers had then been
convinced of the benefits of macadam-
izing and were anxions to continue the
work. Many men who had at first re-
fused to contribute to the building of
the road then offered to come in and
contribute toan extension.—Louisville
Courier-Journal.

Touching State Ald.

When public highways first began
to receive attention their care was dele-
gated 1o those who lived along them,
presumably on the principle that they
were chiefly integested in having pas-
sable roads. At a later period, as
towns and cities grew up, and fravel
increased over the highways with the
development of commerce and the in-
terchange .of commodities, the wear
and tear became so great that the bur-
den of keeping the main roads in re-
pair was too much to be borne by the
inhabitants of the rural districts.

Macaulay slluded to this fifty years
ago when he wrote his picturesque ac-

hundred and fifty years before. Even
then: the inadequacy and injustice of
the plan had bedome ap t, and it
was graduoally realized a change
must be made. Macanlay saysof this:
*“One chief canse.of the badness of
the roads seems to have been the de-
fective state of the law. E i
was ‘bound to repair the highwaya
which passed through it. The pesa-
eantry was forced to give gratuitous
labor gix days in the year, If this was
vot sufficient, hired labor was em-
ployed, and the expense was met by &
parochial rate [local tax],
*“That a route conneoting two great
towns, which have a large and ive
be

obvionsly unjust; and this injustice

the great North Road, which traversed
i inhabited dis-

connt of the condition of Engiand s |

was peculiarly glaring in the case of |

The Highways of New Jersey.

Thirty years sgo sbout the firsl
macadam rosds in the State were buill
in Essex County, N. J. The work
was gradually extended, and was
taken up by Union County, and thest
two counties laid many miles of stone |
roads before the system of State aid
was insugurated. At the present
time, nearly every county in the State
is building macadam roads. The State
bears one-third of the expense, but sc
many applications are now made for a
share of the annusal appropriation
that the $100,000 appropriated will
need to be raised to three times that
amount if the contemplated roads are
to be built.

In 1891 the appropriation was $20,-
000, In 1893 it was increased to §75,-
000, but only $20,000 were spent. In
1894 four counties were building roads,

in 1895 six counties were at work; in
1896 there were eight counties; in
1897 eleven counties, and mow nine-
teen out of the tweniy-one counties in
the Btate have made application for
their shares.

Thers are now so many miles of
stone roads in the Btate that it can be
traversed in nearly all directions with-
out leaving them. During the past
year the expenss of building macadam
roads was considerably redaced. In
order to preserve good and im-
prove bad ones, it is proposed to give
a rebate of a dollar-and-a-half in taxes
for each wheel inhabitual use on heavy
wagons whose tire is four inches or
more in breadth,

Under the law passed last year com-
missioners have determined the value
of some of the toll roads, and if the
policy is pursued the State will soon
possess nothing but free public high-
ways., .

Economy of Eroad Tires.

The Missouri Experiment Station
(Columbia) recently published an il-
lustratgd ‘bulletin describing a series
of interesting experiments on the
dranght of broad and narrow tired
wagon wheels, The testsa were made
with each kind on macadam,gravel and
dirt roads and on farm flelds in all
conditions. The experiments are sum-
marized as follows:

The broad tires pulled materially
lighter on the macadam streetd and the
gravel roads; also on dirt roads in all
conditions, except when goft or sl

on the surface, underlaid by
roadbed, sand when the mud was very
deep and sticky. In both these ¢bn-
ditions the narrow tires pulled con:
siderably lighter, Tt should be borna
in mind, however, that the roads are
in these conditionsfor a comparatively
short period of time, and this at sea-
sons when their use has naturally
been reduced to the minimum. The
tests on meadows, pastures, stubble
land, corn land and plonghed ground
in every condition, fromdry, hard and
firm to very wet and soft, ahow, with-
out a single exception, = large saving
in draft by the use of the broad tires.

The bulk of ihe hauling done by the
farmer is om the farm, in hauling feed
from the fielda and hauling manure
from the barns, ete. .The actnal ton-
nage hauled to marketis inpignificant
in comparison with that hauled about
on the farm, inasmach ae a large pro-
portion of‘the products of the average
farm is sentto market in the form of
live stock or its products.—TFarm and
Fireside. -

Bystem in Road Maintenance.

No one has ever unpgoud that rail-
road corporations spend money for the
mere sake of spending it, or adopt ex-
pensive methods when cheaper ones
are befter. It mnst be, then, that
there is some pretty subsiantial rea-
son for dividing their roadbeds into
sections, and keeping men constantly
employed on each in caring for them.
Precisely the ssme principle applies
to ordinary highwsys; the only
that they can be efficiently nﬂntd::s
is by establishing a similar system,and
the more expensive they are to con-
struct, the greater the saving that will
thereby be made, and increased effi-
ciency secured.

Good Roads Build Towns.
Three years ago & little farming
settlemant in New Jersey was inter-
sected by good roads. The location
was charming and invited the erection
of summer homes, With the advent
of highways, the residents came,
a prosperous village grew up—
made possible solely by the consirue-
tion of liard and durable highways,

The Pligrims’ Church Doomed.]
ported to the Blate D ent in
which the Pilgrim Fathers departed

torn down. It is the H
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from Languedoo and the orange from
Roussillon, and the northern limit of
many plant species has shifted far to
the sonthward.

Oocean waves have on a number of
occasions dashed over the tops -of
lighthouses which are 150 feet high.
As a wave in the open ocesn ia accom-
panied by a depression as deep as the
wave is high, s ship in the trough of
the sea encountering such wavés
would be banked by hills of water; if
the term may be used, 800 feet high,
The Russian Government has decid-
ed to adopt the metrio s The
United States and the British Empire
will thus soon_be the only important
countries which have not adopted the
decimal pystem of weights and meas-
ures. An imperisl commission has
aleo been appointed at 8t. Petersburg | @ ™
to consider the best means of aban-|@&'
doning the Russian calendar in favor | 9
of that which prevails in other parts
of the eivilized world, x
" Competition in the use of the X-|
rays seoms impending in England.
The Treasurer of St Thomas's Hos-
pital, in London, has writien to the
London Times protesting that where-
as some y fifty-seven cases of
the use of X-rays in the Liverpool
Hospital *were considered worthy of
mention, no account had been taken
of the416 similar cases at St Thomas’s,
which had involved the sppointment
of an assistant operator. g
Three of the best New York Central
men testify thsithqwouiﬁmmi:;:

NEW ORLEANS

DAILY,  SUNDAY.  WEEKBY,
12 per Vear. h.m.nrmr gr.o0 per l’nu

& Blop.
train in t
they shiit off the steam and
the air, and did nothing else; there |
wad only one quicker way to stop &
train, and that was to ran into some-
thing. They agreed that upon revers- |
ing, the pressure in the z8 |
was so grest as to lock the drivers !
canse them to slide, thus losing the
braking power of the losomotive.
Neither dg;thq approve of sanding
the tracks, Tor nothing seemed to be
gained by it. b bt
What Sleep Is. =
Tt was at one time supposed that
sleep the brain was richly ahugud
with blood. This is now to
Fbe an error. Bleep ensues when the

brain ia largely ,dennded of blood,
when cerebral snemis is established.
To partly the brain of its blood

emply . _
ply, to_keep the head cool, the
suficiently warm, and to send
the blood rather to the lower extrem-
itiea—this is the physical problem of
the sleepness. (o ot
During sleep a great number of nx
bodily functiona continne quite nor
mal withouk interfering with-sleep it-
self, and, therefore, sleep is’ o |
like death as some of the poets have
imagined. ‘Man asleep is not 80 pro-.
foundly different from man awake
;ha two chief points 1! gﬁ m'h
owever, being these: A gr o
drawing of oxygen and eshslation of
earbonio acid and a complete vaso-
motor rest. ;
“With a heavy sleeper there shonld
be no thick eurtains, but with » Light
eleeper curtaing Th: essential, as m
dight plays upon the optic nerve and
fouses that attention which it is the
onoe object of the sleeper fo keep in
suspended animation. -

Washington timt the o from | cupati




