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THR OLD STORY TELLER.

The Sage of Rocky Creek Tells
Good Bhort Ones.

Common Bense the Most Uncommonest
Thing in the World—The County Fair
—& vMost Hellatlons Bad Fight"—
“The Yaller Doy Clnose,”™

Takin the vain and fleetin things of
this life as they come and go—up onsg
gide and down
1am
bound to mein-
tain that good
cominon  EenNse
is one
goneleyest
mogt uncom-
monest things
ia all the rownd
created  world,
And 1 have like-
wise also took
: notice that you
sometimes find great gobs of common
egense where you aint lopkin for goods
and, chattels of that description. You
¢aa't sometimes always take the meas-
ure of a man by his general personal ap-
pearments.

After “thu Malnest Thing.”

You can see from the newspapers that
our last county fair was a roarin big
success. Everybody was there for miles
and miles around. The gate money
piled up scandlous fast, and conse-
quentialiy the fair is now out of debt—
nhead of the hounds, with no fences to
climb, .

In these days of hard and bard times
you mought maybe wonder how that
come to pass.

Well, the fair come out way behind
{he music last year, and it took our level

. blamdest to raise the necessary mangers

-

io give another performance. But in
ihe main time old man BunkWeather-
ford had been elected to a place on the
board. And swhen they met to count

‘noses and figurate on the question

whether to take out and quit or pro-
ceed with the performance, and man
Dunk riz up, he did, and took the floor.

“The mainest thing which we want,
fellow citizens, is the crowd and the
money which the crowd would conse-
gquentially briong in,” says he. *“We
don’t need po marvelsome big show, but
we must have horse races—good horse
races and plenty of horse races—high
steppers and record breakers.

“Ikpow human natore as she is in this
eountry,” old man Bunk went on, “and
everybody loves to see a tip-top good
horse race, Give us plenty of {fast
horses, and races steady and constant
every day,and we are bound to draw the
peaple, and when the crowd comes it
will bring the money.

“Understand mie now, I am for the
county fair, and you can put me in the
fizht—boots, blanket, saddle and bridle.
We can’t give up the sideshows, but yet
still at the same time the mainestthing
ig the crowd and the money. In or-
derment to let all farmers in we must
have a few big punkins and a hamper
basket of corn—red and yaller corn,
with the ehucks turped backwords so
it will look pritty. On thém general
grounds the farmers can come to the
county fair and bring their folks, pay
the gate money and—seethe races’

“Then we must have at leasl one
large and dovely quilt and a whole
passle of faney homemade garments
#o the ladies can turn owt in great
droves to hhe in the fmr and—see t.hc
TRCES.

“Morecver, fellow eitizens, I ruther
think it mought be best to serap upa
few fine chickens and fantail pigeons,
and pips and animals and things to
please the children, you understand, so
the old folks ean turn ont anonymous-
1y and bring all the children to view the
sights and—see the races. It never
would do to give np the show for good
and ali, but the mainest thing is the
crowd and the money—and the races.”

Well, the board hod all to win snd
nothin to lose, so witlh a risin vote they
passed the movement made by ihe
leval-headed’ gentleman from the Flat
Woods, They went in for horse races
and let the fair mostly take care of it-
self. They had the fastest borses and
the most races in all the recorded his-
tory of the county. There was a little
something scatiered around in all the
various and sundry departmenis—jest
enough fo call it a fair, so everybody
conld come and bring all their kinnery,
for the honor and glory of the grandest
and most loveliest covntry on the broad
bosom of the earth, and to see the roces,
At the people, at the peopie, at the peo-

le!

3 Fror the way things turned out the
fair was give up to be a tremendius big
success. And to everybody on the
grand stand it is as plain as a painted
harse rack in fen acres of burant woods
that old man Dunk Wetherford's see-
ont wife’s husband totes a head as big
ag & hamper basket snd as level ns &
squash.

The “¥aller Dog Clauss.”

1 waa ngM smart tickeled the other
day in regards to a red-bot political ar-
gification which was goin on overaf the
Cross Roads between Dlev Scroggins
and Lige Runnels.

In the main time, you must recol-
lect, Lige he had took and jumped the
fence in the general fall election and
wonldn't vote for the reglar democratic
congressmat. Whereas, Blev was say-

in everything he could think of, except

his Sunday school lesson, to Lige anid
givin him the sil-overest draggin you

“ever heard tell of, perhaps.

“Lige Runpels,™ ®ays Blev, “many
and wany’s the time 1 have heard yon
stand on the housetops, s it were, and
preach forth the doctrines of all-wool
demogracy. - Many and mang's the

“time 1 have heard you ewear by the liv-

in and the dead that you would vote for
a yailer dog if the democratic party
put him on the ticket. Now. whater
yer got fosay?” -3

“Ng duybts but what vou have heard

of the|

més makescme sich remarks to that gen
eral extent, Dlev,” says Lige. “But
dadblame it, yon see, Blev, at that time
I didn't hove nn idea that the partj
ever would put a yaller dog on the
ticket.”

Lige Runnels is one of the few and
scatterin men which have now abol
ished the yaller dog clause from thei:
politics. But Blev SBeroggins and Andy
Lucas—they aint gone nowheres.

That Hellatlous Bad Fight.

But if you ever saw a white man thot
needed a good soft place to lay down
and laugh all over, it was me af tlu
Cross Ilouds on last election day.

It wans way long in the shank of the
evenin before old man Dick Wallace
showed up to vote, and when he did
ccme he brupg with bim all the marks
and signs of a fight. He was black and
blue in spots, and all bunged and
bruiced up tgee scandlons extent. Bome
of the boys wanted to know of him
where he was when the eyclone passed,
unt(l] old man Dick responded back and
Bal

“Well, boys, 1 have jest naturally had
a most hellatious bad fight™

Now, as ever;bm}y knows, old man
Dick Wallace is one of these good, lazy.
good-for-nothin kind of men, and didn't
come from fightin stock nohow. Sc
the erowd was powerful sbrprised fa
hear the naws, and at onet the boys
wanted to know all about the fight.

“It was all on account of politics
no doubts—mwwhich I have been stickin
my finger in the pie considerable here
of late,” says the old man. “But atany
rates, way long in the dend houre of
last night three men rode up to my
house and hitehed their horses and
wanfed to see me in & hurry. When ]
responded to the call they met me &l
the door, they did, led me out through
the front gate snd took me off down
there in the woods, and tied me to a tree
end beat me up scandlous.”

“Wae that ali?"

*Yes, thank the Lord, that was all”
says old man Dick, “and I tell you, boys,
it was a most hellatious bad fight.,”

He “Must of Btralot Mer.,™

Alorg indurin of the summer and fall
campaign Col. Bob Milligan has madc
316 stump speeches, more or less, for
the cause of free silver and the people.
And pow coosequentially the colonel
is knocked ount and laid up for repairs
with varions and sundry complaints
of the throat.

As for me and Col. Bob—we have been
friends and fellow scrvants clost and
constant from way back there in onr
young and gallin days. But here of
late he always puts me in mind of Tom
Billy Simpkins and his old ariny mus
ket,

Years and ycars ago Tom Billy had
one of these old long army muskets
which stood about six feet and three
ax handles to the first peckenwood
hole. And the way Tom Billy umse tc
could shoot with that old musket was
plum marvelsome to behold.

“Whenever you sesc me throw long
Betsey acrost my shoulder and go forth
into the woods somethin is bound to
drap and there is meat in the pot right
now,” Tom Billy was wont to eay.
“She pever fliclkers and she never fails,
Rufe, FEvery time I draw a bead and
pull the tripger there is death and de
struction abroad in the land,”

Tom Billy down there at the bridge in
Bear Creele swamp. He had his “long
Eetsey” wvith him, but in his hend nc
game he brung, and he was lookin
powerful down in the mouth. When ]
Lelt him up snd wanfid to know what
in the pame of love and merey what was
the matter, with a sad and tremblin
voice he told me that “long DBetsey”
had flickered and went back on him—
that whereas he use to eall for fresh
meat at, every fire, he conidn’t take her
and hit the side of a meetin house now,

“What in oll the round discovered]
world do you reckorr has got the mat.
ter with her all of a suddent, Tom Dil-
Iy 7 eays I,

“Raley, Rufe, I couldn't say l'or cer-
tain what is the matter with her,” zays
Tom Billy, in a sad and chokin voiee,
“but the other day I shot her uphill
and hit a lightwood stump, and I reckon
I must of straint her.”

RUFUS SANDERS,

WIT AND WIZARD.

Bill Nye's Clever Trick on I'rof. Herr
mann, the Magiclan.

A few years.ago, Bill Nye and Herr-
mann, the magician, met for the first
time in a small Ohio town. They
Silnpped at the same hotel, and were
given seats at the same table in the
dining-room, They bowed politely and
began talking about the weather, cach
believing that the other did not recog-
nize his vis-a-vis. Just ns Nye raised
his krife and fork to cut a dish of let-
tuce salad, Herrmann uttered a ery of
protest. “Excuse me, sir,” remarked
the wizard, “but I thought 1 saw some-
thing gueer there in your lettuce.”
The humorist carefully looked over the
salad, leaf by leaf, but found nothing,
and again raised his knife to cut it.
Again be was stopped by a sharp ery
from Herrmann, who added, apoleget-
ieally: “1 beg & thousand pardons, but
there is something there. Excuse me”
—aund he pointed toa large lettuce-leaf,
raised it, and disclosed underneath a
magnificent diamond cluster  ring.
Nye slowly picked up the ring, and,
without the slightest manifestation of
surprise, drawled out: “This sort ot
thing has gona just far emough. I'm
continually shedding diamonds wher-
ever 1 go. Day before yesterday I lost
a eolituire ip a sugar-bow]l in Pitts
burgh, and in Cleveland this morning
{he chambermaid, in sweeping my room.
found three or four more. It is posi
tively giving me brain-fag to keep track
of these things, and 1I'm going to give
it up as a bad job.” Beekoning to 2 wail-
ress, he glipped Herrmann's ring inte

‘her hand and ssid: “Here’s a trifie for

you. Keep it to remember me by; it's
yours.” It took the owner of the ring
shout half 4 daT to recover it.—8ar

Franecizco Argopaut,

But onct upon & time I met up witlh.

ARP HEARS BRYAN.

Was Muoch Impressed with His
Bpeech in Atianta.

Words of Troe Demoeracy—How o Clever
Clocinnatl Drommer Fooled the
Feople Along the Line of
the State Road.

It was a charming spectacle. I had
been in the Grand opera house before,
but was in the auditorium with the rest
of the good people and had no bird’s-
cye view of my surroundings; but on
this great vecasion a friend secured me
a sent on the platform with the digni-
iaries, where 1 was near Mr. Bryan and
could view the magnpificent scene before
me. I a speaker feels equal to the we-
casion, there is pothing more inspiring
than the Lind, expectant faces of a re-
fined, intellectual audience. Of conree,
Mr. Bryan knew that everybody there
was his friend. No eynies, no canstic
erities, no unfriendly npewspaper re-
porters, no heartless artists with scari-
fying pencils, The ipspiring strains of
delicious musie had already soothed us
into a dreamy, heavenly peace of mind
when the great Nebraskan came upon
the crowded platform and received
with grace and modesty the plaudits
of an admiring peeple. He wouid be
veln if It were possible to make him so
with praise, A friend asked him at
Pittsburgh how he felt when standing
before thousands who were shouting
paeans to his burning eloguence, and he
emiled as he replied: *1 fecl like the
missionary on the Caunibal islands
who said that whenever he had them
most sffected under his preachicg he
could not drive away the apprehension
that they would rather eat him than
bear him.” Mr. Bryan had no such
feeling here. The ladies, perhaps,
would like to kiss him, but they would
not bite. Oh, no, they mnever bite.
On Tuesday night when the West-
ern & Atlantic train came gliding
down {o our town about a hundred men
apd some women gathered at the depot
to see the distinguished man and cheer
him on his way to Atlanta. He wasnot
aboard, but some mischievous passen-
gers pub their heads from the windows
and eried out: *Mr. Bryan isin the rear
car; call him outl.” This they did in
an excited and voeifercus manner, and
8 smooth-faced Cincinnati drnmmer
appeared upon the platform and with a
gracions and grateful manner thanked
them for tbeir distinguished considera-
tion, When they called for a speech he
explained and apolpgized by saying
that his contract forbade him from
making speeches en route, but that he
would with pleasure shake hands with
noyone who desired it. Then eame the
frantic rush for the preference as the
train bell rang, and the distinguished
drummer began to glide away. A ven-
erable maiden exclaimed: *“0h, I
thought he was going to kiss us!” A
snspicious  young silver democrat
whispered: “I'll be dogged if that was
Bryan, His hand didn’t shake like it.
It was elammy and cold and never mag-
netized me a bit—dog on his hide, T
believe he was an impostor.” Before
long they learned that Bryan was on
the Southern line and that this sume
drummer had played off on the people
at every station, Tt is now difficult to
find & man or a woman who was at the
depot.

Hut Mr. Pryan's subject, “The An-
cient Landmarks,” was not one to pro-
voke any strains of eloquence or to
illustrate his eminent gifts as an or-
ator, What he said about goveroment
as it was esfablished by our forefathers
waos intended to impress and teach and
linger with us and make us more mind-
ful of our duty as good citizens of a
good government; our duty to our chil-
dren sfid our children's children to pre-
gerve it and perpetuate it in its pristine
purity. The indifference of the best
people to take an interest in palitics
was the greatest danper our justitn-
tions had to apprebemd. We all felt
guilty of this indiTerence, for we aban-
don the field and let corrupt politicians
occupy it and are never arpused until
the corrupt work is dome. “The late
campaign,” he said, “hes been n cant-
paign of education, and the people have
thought more, studied more npon the
great political guestions than they have
done for halfa century. Twasdefeated,
but I feel that a wonderful work has
been done by both sides in discussing
the great issues that are still unset-
tled. Both parties are guilty of the
corrupt use of meney in carrying elec-
tions, and this is a growing evil and
will mot stop umntil the better clement
ot our citizenship takes a deeper inter-
est in politics and puts the seal of con-
demnation upon §t."

Mr. Bryan's enrnestress end manifest
sincerity are his strongest characteris-
tics. Tle'is a great and good man. If
the people before whom he is to stand
will not expect too much of him asan
omator, but will listen to him as a
tescher, his mission will be a lasting
supecess. T deard him say mpexi day
and sinea that he told us nothing new
—mnothing that we had pot heard or
thought before, but we are more decp-
ly impressed with these truths than
ever before. One man said: "I have
often neglected do vote, but I am sat-
isfied that it is better to vote, even if
you vote wrong, than notto vote atall.”

After the lecture mapy of us went
forward to be introduced and to take
the great mian by the hand. It wasa
privilege to do so, apd his hand was
warm and moiet and welcome, There
is a good deal of character in the grasp
ef the hand. ;

Our Hal Lewis introduced the speak-
er in a most fitting and cloguent manp-
ner. I cannot imagine how it could
bare been better done. Mr. Bryan was
affecled by it. and =aid it bendicapped
him, for he felt that the awdiznce had
Yrunic on more cloguence and oratory
from Mr. Lewis than they would get
from him. The fact is that Mr. Lewis
had the best subject, for he had Dryan,
eud Eryan liad not & hero, Lut o theory
~g philosophy ae solemy and serious as

that of Plato or Beneca. Iet him go on
and scatter seeds of virtue and patriot-
jsm all over this broad land, We can
efford to pay him for it. for we do not
live for ourselves, but for our children.
Indeed, a state or & nation could not
spend money more wisely than to em-
ploy a number of great and good men
to teach the people by popularlectures,
Some years ago I heard Prof. Practor,
the grest astronomer, deliver three lec-
tures on astronomy, and I have had
far more respect for the science than 1
ever had before,

The Christmas holidays are here, and
we have gathered our boys from New
York 1o Mexico, and our happinesa is
only marred by the thought that they
are goon to leave us for their distant
homes and we may not see them any
more in the land of the living. But tha
Lord’s will be done.:

Onee more I must do what I can to
help a poor old soldier who wants to
find some officer or member of his
command by whom ha can prove his
service in the late war, s name is
G, M. Stewart.  His post office is Yark-
borough, Gordon county, Ga. He joined
the first Georgia regulars in February,
1861, company C, Capt. Cannon com-
monding, and served three years and
two months, and was then transferred
to the navy yard and was taken prison-
er, carried to Point Lookout and kept
in prison until June, 1865. I see by
Col. Avery's records that Col. H. D. D,
Twiggs commanded that regiment,
Will some survivor who kuoew Mr.
Stewart in that service write to him or
to me? The old man is an invalid and
very peedy.—Bill Arp, in Atlanta Con-
stitution.

REMARKABLE PIGS.

Habits of the Kooters of the South Sea
1slands.

When the pig is not only a domestic
animal, but a family friend, as e ap
pearas to be in the Marquesas islands, ke
develops unsuspected cleverness. *In
the South Secas,” one of Robert Louis
Stevenson's last books, gives many in-
stances by way of proof, “Many
islanders live with their pigs as we do
with our dogs,” Mr. BStevenson ob-
served; “both erowd around the hearth
with equal freedom, and the island pig
is a fellow of activity, enterprise and
EENER. :

“He busks his own cocoanuts and—
I om teld—rolls them into the sun to
burst; he is the terror of the shepherd
Mrs, Btevenson, senior, bus seen a pig
fleeing to the woods with a lamb in his
mouth; and I saw another come rapid-
ly—and erroneously—to the conclusion
that the Casco was going down, and
swim through the flush water to the
rail in search of an escape.

“1t was told us in childhood that pigs
cannot swim; I have dknown one tu
leap overboard, swim 500 yards to shore,
and return to the house of his original
owhner.

“I was once, at Tautira, a pigmaster
on a considerable scale. At first, in my
pexn, the utmost good feeling prevailed.
A little sow with a bellyache eame and
appeared to us for help in the manner
of a child; and there was one shapely
black boar, whom we called Cathelicus,
for he was a particular present from
the Cathelics of the village, and who
eatly displayed the marks of courage
and friendiiness.

“No other anlmal, whether dug or pig,
was suffered to approach him at his
food, and for human beings he showed
a full measure of that toadying fond-
ness, so common in the lower animals,
ond possibly their chief titie to the
name.

“One day, on visiting my piggery, 1
was umazed to see Catlfblicus draw back
from my approach with cries of terror;
apnd if T was amazed at the change, ]
was truly embarrassed when 1 learned
it reacom.

“Ope of the pigs had been that morn-
ing killed; Catholicus biad seen the mur-
der, he had discovered he was dwelling'
in the shambles, and from that time his
confidence and his delight in life were
ended.

“We gtill reserved him a long while,
but he vould not endure the sight of
any two-legged creature, nor conld we,
under the cireumstances, encounter his
eye without confusion.”—Yaenth’s Com-
panijon.

THE OLD AND THE NEW TERROR.

A Placs af tho url:him,'ﬂu Hidden Awsy
Eomewhera in the Fresent Boonitor.

1t is known generally thai the moni-
tor Terror, which has just gome into
commission, has been building for &
score of years. The same is true of the
other monitors, Paritan, Monadnoek
and Amphitrite. The Mirntonowch,
which went into cormmission about {wo
vears ago, was also started at the same
time that the others were laid down.
That was in 1874 and in 1875,

This group of monifors represents o
different grade of vessel from that for
which they were intended originally.
The delay in finishing them has result-
¢d in making them modern. They are
now unsurpassed in their fighting qual-
ities, They have modern gung, modern
srmor, modern engines and twin screws.
These ships have been built and rebuilt.
Tn convert them into fighting machines
of an advanced type it has been neces-

gary to rebuild them under the guise.

of “repairs.” It is believed generally

that the Terror has never been in com--

mission until recently. The executive
officer of the Terror surprised his mates
in the wardroom the other day hj" say-
inp:

“Do you know, 1 once sailed jnto Hir-
vana harbor on this very ship. That is
to say, the Terror was in commission
when I was a young officer and I was
altached to her. This is supposed to
be ibe same vessel. Tt is 3 pew ship
instead. Still there must be some one
piece of the old ship in this one, She
hes been completely rebuilt under the
‘repairs’ system. Bome day I'm poing
to try to hnat around and see if Icaun
find that piece of the eviginal vessel
Tt must be here somewhere, but 1 ven
tere to say it will be many moons be-
fore we find {t,"—N, ¥.Bun,

in the Lonisville eity court the cihef
day there was 2 rii'grm 'mté red hair,

WOMENM COUNTERFEITERS.

Every Gung Ever Arrested Had at Leasi
One Femsis Bember.

Women have a weakness for coun-
terfeiting. The first person ever exe:
cuted for that erime wvas » womas.
She was an Englishwoman named Bar
bara Spenecer, and was put to death in
1721 for making false shillings. Bhe
was strangled and burned at the stake,
Curiously enough, her accomplices were
acquitted.

Naney Kidd was one of the most re-
markable female counterfeiters ever
known in this ecounfry., She belonged
to a family of noted forgera, She car-
ried on her pefarious trade for more
than 30 years in Chicago and was ar-
regted there many times.. On one ol
these oceasions a lot of fiber paper was
discovered on her person. The gov-
ernment officinla were completely at a
loss to know how she had obtained

‘this, TFipally she confessed that a
chemieal solution had been used to
wash the faces of the nobtes and malks
them perfectly clean. Thus, she was
in the habit of taking one-dollar bills
and changing them into larger denomi-
nations, The government authorities
released her in return for this valuable
information and for telling them whal
the solution was. However, they had
her shadowed by detectives and finally
caught her with $17,000 worth of coun-
terfeit money in a box. She was found
guilty upon seven different indietments
for " counterfeiting and was senienced
to eight years in the state prison, whers
she finally died. g

One of the cleverest tricks ever
played on Unele Sam was invented by
a woman who lived in Philadelphia.
Her plan was fo take $10 and $20 gold
pieces and with a small dnill worked
by steam power to bore out the insides
and thenrefill them with some bage met-
al, being very eareful that they should
weigh exaetly the right amount when
she had finished. This she accomplished
by drilling through the milled edge
of the coin, and then, after Alling the
hole, coverad it with o little of the ox:
tracted gold. Im this way she made
#1750 on every eagle and about $16 on
every double eagle, The officials of the
secret service say that this is the safest
device ever invented for cheating the
treasury.

Counterfeiting is very apt to run in
families. This, of course, is natural,
as a {ather brings up his son or daugh-
ter to follow his profession. Women
who would otherwise be good are often
led into this sort of erime by men whe
carry it on as a business. But some.
times it works the other way., Women
teach their hnusbands how to make faise
money. This is what happened when
Ben Boyd married Mary Ackerman, of
Indiana, - Her father was one of the
most successful covnterfeiters of his
day, and his daughter had a thorough
acquaintance with the art. Mrs. Boyd
carefully taneght her husband all the
secrets of the trade, and he became one
of the most famous forgers of the age.

They carried on the business with such
& high degree of gkill that they were
not eaptured for years, and wwhen al
lasst the secret service Hawlkshaws did
run them down not a single counter
feit plate, note or coin was found in
thefr possession. ¥When their house
was searched $8,000 in pood money was
found. This small amount was all
the money they had aecumulafed dur
ing all their years of erime. Of counrse,
the officers could not touch it. After
warda sufficient evidence was secured
to convict them and they were sent te
prison. They both claimed fo be con
verted while in stale prison, and aftes

their release settled in Chicago, where

they apparently liverd an honest life,

A case that nonoyed the sceret serv
ipe very much was that of a woman who
employed a clever dodge. She went to
a large shop and selected a valoablz
showl. To pay for this she handed
tlie elark a United States treasury note
for §1,000. He took the money and dis-
appeared, not returning for several min:
utes. When he came baclk she asked
him why he had kept her waiting, and
he eonfessexd that he had taken the bill
to a bank near by to be sure that i1
was good. Bhe pretended 1o be very
nngry and said that she would not buy
the shawl on any account, and walked
out of the shop. A little later in ths
day she retursed and said thab as she
could not find any other shawl thai|
suited her as well in the other shops
she had decided to take it in spite of
the insult offered her. 8he gavehim the
£1,000 bill, and, getting the shawl and
the change, left the shop. The owne:
of the shop afterward discovered thai
the note he finally accepted was o
counterfeit. The first bill had beer
good, but on her return she gave him
the false one, which was a wonderfully
clever imitation. The secret serviee wis
much agitated about this and several
others of the $1.000 bills which turned
up, bul they have since capiured the
plates,

Practically every gang of counterfeit.
ers ever arrested has had women asso
ciafes, In the office of the secret serv.
iee in'Washington there iz a large frame
four feet square filled with the photo-
graphs of women who have either mads
or passed false money. Men almost al-
ways employ their wives or daughters
for the purpose of “shoving” their
counterfeits—Washingion Post.

Onght to Hare. 5

“Is it a fact,” asked the cynicone day,
“that, you improve each shmmg “min:
ute?”

“Yes,” answered t!:Le Busy Little Bee,
modestly.

“How long have you heen &omg
that?”

“Always.”

“Wall, you ought to he havieg o bet
ter time than yon seem to have if thai
is the case.”—Detroit Tribune, .

With Closed Doors,

Bhe — T'm learning a lovaly ekirt

dance, buk of eourse T dun’i let anyone

‘seeme. 1 pmctimi.narooma‘llbymv-

seli.
Tlee—Ah, I see. You follmv the Ans

tralian ballet avst;e.m — Bem«s Free|

Press.

ONLY A SCARE

Yhe Republican Blaff at an Internationsl
Monetary Conference.

Purseant to their recent campaign of
buncombe, hypoerisy and false pre-
tense, the republicans are getting ready
to give their international mobetary
agreement bluff a send-off at an early
day. Plunger Wolcott, who represents
the state of Colorado in the United
States senate, has been chosen ns master
ef ceremonies. He has his set of reso-
lutions oiled and greased and will pre~
sent them to the senate as soon as the
holiday recess is over.

It is said the resolutions represent
the hard work of a committes of five
eenators friendly to silver; but mnot
bolters, who were appointed some time
Lego for this special purpose by the re-
publican senatorial caucus. While Wol-
cott has his international agreement
resolutions on the silver question ready,
as hesays, he is not prepared to.go into
particulars or to outline how it is pro-
posed to bring it about, All that the
eenator in charge of this international
agreement humbuggery is willing to
divulge is that the president of the
United States ia to be requested by con-
gress to invite eertain  European
powers to call & conference to see if
they cannot grrive at some plan by
which silver can be minted and eireun-
Iated by the principal commerrial na~
tions as freely and unrestrictedly as
grold is, and fixing the ratio between the
iwo meials,

"The senator from Colorads knows,
ns do all his eplleagues in both houses
of congrers, that this international
agreement. talle is the same old bun-
combe with which the republican lead-
ers and their employing trusts and cor-
porations have been beguiling the
volters for the past 20 years. 1t ie nearly
that long ago since the first of these in-
ternational monetary conferences was
hekl, Four others have been held sinee,
end we are further aoway from a res-
toration of silver to ite old-time stabili-
ty and equadity MONey 48 We wWere
then.

If a monetary conferenca is called by
President MeKinley there is no reason-
able hope that it will effect any more
substantial benefit for bimetallism than
its predecessors did. Alleuch a meeting
een, do that may prove beneficial to the
-country will be the additional proof it
will give the American people that the.
democratic® party was right when it
made its m-;gmﬁmt. fight for the free
and unlimited coinage of silver at the
prevailing ratio, independent of the ac-
tion of any other nation. This bene-
ficial effect will be still further expand-
ed when hundreds of thousands of re-
publiczms in the middle western and

staying with their party last full with
the old siren song of an international
monetary sgreement will have their
eyes opened by the failure by Senator
Wolcoti's internptionsd eonference to
achieve the ¢mancipation of silver, and
will as a consequence vote with the dem-
cerats in favor of bimetallism at the
next election.—Kangas City Times.

AN OBJECT LESSON.

The “Advance Agent of Prosperity” Fails
to Work.,

Apropos of ore thing and amother, as
they come under its observation, the
Brooklyn Citizen remarks editorially:

“Informatisn given yesterday of the re-
duction of wages in shoe shops of Lynn,

some temporarily, lliustrates the value, o
perhaps the want of vaiue of the pre-elec-
tion praise of MeKinley as ‘the advance
agent of prosperity,” and the denunclation
of Bryan as ‘the advance agent of com-
mercial and industrial ruin." **

This: constitutes an object lesson in

| the value of campaign promises, sey-

‘eral of which the republican party will
have a high old timne Tedeeming duriig
the next four years. It wasafine thing
to be in a position three yesrs ago or
more, to charge the democratic party
with being to blame for the hard times.
It is not so fine a thing, however, to
be unable to ghift the blame for prom-
iscs unredeemed. The “advanee agent
of progpoarity” billed bis show all right,
but the atiraction is not filling its dates.
There’s something  wrong, evideptly,
and the people are naturally beginning
to wonder if they really voted for somes
thing on Noveniber 3; or-if it was all a
dream.

The mills of the gods gr:n:] E]OW]‘,F,
but they are the personification of hus-
tle in compasizon with the mills thal
republican, victory was to throw open.
—Binghemton (N. ¥.) Leader.

2 Free List i‘rodnctn.

Hurtful monopoly is usually gained
in one of two ways: Either by govern-
ment favor in the form of legislative ad-
vantages, or by railroad dircrimination
in the form of special rates or rebates.
Vemnally both advantages are enjoyed.
If the states visited severe penalties
upon riilroads guilty of diserimina-
tiones and upon corporations and indi-
viduals entering into combinations io
regufate production or prices, the trusts
and monopolies would be badly erip-
pled.  ‘The monopoly eombinations
could be almost weeded out of the
etates by the enforcement of the prio-
eiples of common. law, let congress,
in addition to making laws to prevent
the operation of trusts within the
scape of federal authority, adopi the
rule that every article handled by a
trust or combination shall be placed on
the free Jist and the corner stone of
monopoly will be knocked out. If the
republicans are sincere in their pro-
fesnion of a degire to smasgh the trusts,
hLere iz an opening.—8t  Louis Re-
public.

—T1f the radical r\epublican nmpa
pers of the conntry have their own way
the wishes of the extreme MeKinley re-
publicans wiil be respected by the en-
‘geiment of a new high protective tariff
law. But already there are indications
that the gentlemen at Washingion who
are to frame the pext tariff bili are
polng to have much opposition from

clently protected and whodo not want |
to gee it disturbed any more, ¢ven foran

western states who were cajoled into |

Maas., and vicinity, and the clesing up of |

thote whose business is already sufli-|

A PLEDGE RED=EMED.
How ERepubllean l..mnmlgn I‘reml-m Areo
Fuifiled.

The most comfortable theory we have
yet seen advanced is that which has ifa
origin with the Carnegie Bteel com-
pany. Thatcompany has issued a notics
to the effect that it will continue to
pay the same scale of wages during 1897
that it has paid during 1806.

The comfortable theory that goea
along with this notiee is the announce-
ment that the refusel of the company,
to raise wages is, in itself, p virtual iz~
erease of the wages of 6,000 men on ac~
count, of the reduction in the price of
products. This reminds us of the ag~
rigultural genius who tied green speec-
tacles on his mule and in that way in-
duced him to eat shavings, The idce
was orviginal and unconventional, and’
we have heard nothing to equal it un-
til the publication of the Carnegle an-
nouncement that a refusal to increase
wages is, in fact,when regarded rightly,
& virtual increase.

It is to be hoped that the men wi]l
take the theory ss kindly as the sper-
tacled mule is said to have done, for ib
would be sad indeed if there should be

the theory which the Carnegle com-
pany presented to its worlanen as »
Christmas gift, Discontent a$ this tiine
svould be a poor return to make for the

“sound money” and protection—a poor
return for the great wave of prosperily
that is eaid to be preparing te flood the
eountry, having already hegun its work,
if the New York newspapers dre to be
believed, the day after Mr. McKinley's
election,

Consequenily, we would advise the
Carnegie men not t0 examine too closgely
the theory that has been thrust uphn
their attention, but fotake it sericus-
1y, and go about their business feeling
that they are richer and better off than
they were before they discovered that
= deeision not to reduce wages is, in
effect, an increase.

It may now be elaimed, and with ex-
cellent reason, that's rcduction of
wages is no reduection at all, but mere-
ly a substantial evidence that although
a reduction has been made, the wages
remain precisely the same. We trust
it will be long before this logical de-
duction from the Carnegie theary is
putinto actual nperation.—v—Atlanm Con=:
atitution.

THE POOR TO SUFFER.

—

Huxlnley Tuxatlon m,nlnl the Unpl-
tailst.

In none of the republican echemes
for increasing the revenues ig there

higher taxes on clothing, foad and

accumulated wealth or active capitall
This is the MeKinleyite programme.

otis and cruel tax on wogl, to Incredss

on' crockery and plass, 1o n-e:mpeee
duties on lumber, egps, potatoes, oniong,
cabbage and hay, but to continue the
exemption of wealth in every form.

000. They were all repealed.

Other taxes collected from wealth in
that year were:
071,932; from banks, :
‘panies, etc., $13,279,142; licenses, $18,-

per cent.—of publishers, telegraph, ex-
press and insuranes comptnies, steam-

-| boats, ferries, stage coaclies, thegters,

operas, circuses and museums. $10,-
002,707; legacies and suncessions, $1,-
170,978; stamps, $15,044,373. All those;

the instigation of wealth’s lobby,

ports, ete,, the proceeds of which bring
the total of internal taxes repealed im-
mediately after the war up to $240,000,=

whole burden of the eost of the gov-
ernment upon consumption—mainly of
the common necessitics of the people.
And this is where the party bossed by
Marlc Hanng, with McKinley as ita
figurehend, deliberately proposes to
leave the burden,

1 it shall do ﬁns. the history of 15080
will repent itself in the elections of
1808, —N. Y. Werld. :

PARAGRAPHIC POINTERS.

—Mr. Hanpa ie still hot after the
“pight sort” of 'senators—Atlanta’
Constitution.

——The republicans have uof yet ex-
plained how increasing taxation is go-
ing to reform the currency.-~Kansas
City Times.

publicans will: disremember thai they
made a few pledges to the people—
Atlapta Constitution.

—Whe-n a. republican grows noiq,
in his tail about trusts, he
guieted by the suggestion that all ar=
ticles manufactured by trusts be put
on the free list.~Louisville I'ost, -

~—The report that Hanna has given
orders for the adoption of certain meas-

of the extra session indieates that Han-
na s laboring under the  impression:

Btates.—St. Louls Repubiie.
. ——Senator Thurston, of hebrasm,
has had such a career as & railroad lob-

- pretenss of currency reform in orvder fo

Courler, - i

its operations for the presentﬂmal yea

ports will show an inorease of approxi:

}ncmmé pmtec:uoa.——ﬁ:,'mme (f(m-

A dler.

intely 850,000,000, wlnﬂb is ﬂmthex‘

: Wkwi.ztg Beglater, o

‘a suggestion of restoring any of Ghe
repealed taxes on svealth J\nw..a.mi,___

shelter, but no taxes on luxpries, on

Tt iz proposed to restore the barbar-

1he taxes on woolens, to raies the rates

In 1866 the internal taxes collected
| on manufactures, aside from whisky,
beer and toboeco, aggregn tedd 3122,000.-.

one after amother, were abolished at

ures by congress aud has fixed the date

byist that noone conld bave been mueh '
surprised when he recently sugpested . -
the abandonment by his party of ail

| pur imports wers noé ealy decreased,
which is one good thirg: b% ourex-’

any doubt or dubionsness in regard i

great vietory that has been won for

From incomes, §81,
railroad com-

038,007; gross receipts—from 21 to 3

Therewereothersmall taxes like thoss %
af malaries of public officials, on pase-

This _exemﬁticm -of wealth left the

— Tt is =0 ensy for a party %o forget
its platfornt that we are afraid there.

can Do

that his syndicate bought the United

win silver votes fo? pmtccum ——Buﬁ&b" e

~—+-Those gentlemen who xmed to ﬁli-. ;
the air with discordant howls aboutthe .
Wilson tarif bill will note that under .




