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* 'hy gracious he wag skimmin along over

-spot.
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- lin up™H&gitths as if fo tdla on & was

et you by workin'a low :Iown trick.
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SCALLOP-BACK BILLY.

Proof That Fits Don't Bud in the.
I..ucas FamilY-

4 Qualnt and Characterisiic Story
Fromr Life as They Live It
in the Woods and
Hills.

In my Jay and geperation I have told
80 scand"k'u.s many terrifle big stories,
till right now Fean't
recollect for certaln
whether I have ever
told you the chap-
ter from Rocky
Creek history in re-
gards to Andy Lu-
U=, casandScallop-bock
Billy,as wearewont
to call him. Well,
anyhow, Seallop-
buelk BJH_}“ ia & cal-
Avp-sided mustane pony, with white
atockin feef and a skewbald face, and
dor #ome time paut he has been Andy's
wogular nfe.ndhy for tradin stock.

When “'e 'I‘,hrre Met,

Now, in them days It g0 come to
pass that X was right there preseént on
the ground 'when ihe flrst trade was
made, wherein Scallop-back Billy fell
inte Andy’s haands, and I recollect all
(#he whencencss end the whetelores
“thereof.

It would scem Iﬂle,fmdy and me hn,d
went to town together on Saturday
olong in the fall of the year, and on cur
return back home that evening we
struck rosd ocquaintance with a
stranger which, accordin to his own
«Joxology, hailed from the Crawford ect-
itlement way down in the river countrz,
birt dfrom the way things turned out
afterwards he was lyin like a yaller
dog about that.

Anyhow, the stranger was rldm al
= little high-headed, proud- steppin
horse,” with' cal co-palnted: sides. m:df
oiher “"nf:"' trimmins’on him., He was
Tikewise rigged out in 1 serealin new
waddle, with p red saddle blanket, and

the earth lilke a bird in great shape.
Andy he was powerful taken up with,
the genral appearments of the litthe!
horse, and he bantered the stranger for
& trade right then and there on the

The etranger hu responded back

| trade.”

{711l never do for you 1o go home ridin

!hat-dmﬁu!c—a.ctlom scallop-laelk thmg-—
never ‘it the created world, Rue ihe
trade—even pull if you can't do no bet-
ter—but rue the trade, Andy—rue the

“This mought be & devilish good time
of year for you to lay low and say noth-
in, Rufe,” Andy whispered back to me.
“You want me to play this game dead-
square into the stranger’s hand, and I
don't niost in generally always handle
the documents that way. It locks like
Yoth of you took 1~ or a natural-born
durn faol, but we will see about that,
Rufe—we will sec.”

Then turnin to the stranger,who was
now mounted on the mule with his hoots
in the siirrups, Andy smiled a pleasant,
homely smile, and went on tosay:

“Now, stranger, if you have got any
mgre scallop-back, walico horses down
in your country I would love the bestin
the world for you to bring a drove the
next time you are passin theough our
settlement. T have got a few head of
mules and horses over to wmy plantation
~—both straight baeks and scallop backa
and hwnp backs—and T'will trade with
you most any time and any way. The
seellop-back horses are all the goin this
country now, whilgt the straight backs
are way yonder out of the fashion,”

“Holy Moses and the twelve epistles,
what a lie!” thinks I to myseif, but as
Andy. had already give it out that my
time of year to say nothin had come, T
didn’t put my hand indo the game any
more, And yet still I did feel rale curl-
ous'nll over in spots from the fear that
the way in which he had got bit and
Lugged in the trade and the general
shock which struck wus when the
strapger pulled the waddin out of the
hole in that pony’s back, had kindly un-
strung Andy’s nerfious system and ad-
dled his mind.

Wlic Waa Ciazy That Dayt

In the main time I couldr’t help but
talce notive that the siranger kept hang-
in nround like he was waitin for some-
thin'to happen and would ruther oot go,
 whilst I thought, if it was me after
throwin as moch dirt on & man es he
lmd. ‘on. Andy I would be movin my

vashin in o swingin gallop.

Lut presently Andy he swung him-
self Into .his_saddle, = tightened <the
1eins on scallo?b&ck B:Hv wished the
stranger a whole lot of good luck,
waved hls hat at him in sayin good-by,
tangled his spure with the flank girth
and away he went. He pulled in and

that he wasthen ridin the best plece of-
‘horseflesh that was ever done up in that
amuch hide, and consequentially heswvant
in no wise particular keen 1o part com-
pany with him. But et the same time
he went on to say that he was & tradin
man and would swap anything he had,
except his wife and children, providin
of course he got the figgers ﬁxedto:mt
him.

“Well, comin right down to business
aind rock bottom,” says Andy, “how.will
you change saddles and bridlea with
me

Andy was & ridin of a little plug mule
which he had traded for that day, and
which the same stood him in hand
about $40, and was well worth the
ma:ne.-jr.

“As I gaid in the outstart, I om not
ridin my swappin stoek to-day” - the
isiranger went on torectly, “and Iteekon
you would have tolay about $1 ;on your
snule’s back befora the chang '.an tale
place.”

“I am willin fo make it ten doHars:
even Steven,” says Andy, “and if that
boot ain’t big enongh I reckon we w}.‘l

hava 'to retire from the trade »idsi 4 *1

“Well, now, I have never yet seen tha
day when I come so low down.ag .tti‘.]:e:.'
five dollars bust up a horse swap” fhe:
stranger rvesponded, “and you are
traded with.”

The Seallop Shows 'l.‘-.p.’

The next minuta they bad both Ht
and dismounted and got down te round
up the trade. They changed uridlea
in the first place, and then as “Andy
ypulled his saddle off and wag takin a
darewell look at hig mule, the stranger
give a quick jerk and flung his saddle
irom the pony to the mule’s back, For:
somle minutes then Andy he looked at
me and then at the pony, and I looked
at the pony and thennt Andy, whilst his
eyes bulged out as big as a palr of sau-
cers, and I had o powerful hankerin to
langh.

When the stranger took off Lis gad-"
dle and then puiled all'the blankéts ont,
one Ly one, blamed if they didn't leave
4 hole in the pony’s baclk as big as a
hamper basket., You couldn't tell for
certain by lookin at Him what in‘the
thunderation had happened to him, but
it would seem as if' A big slice of his
back had been bit owt or chopped out
ut & very young .and eorly age.. We
found out afterwards that the dead
limb of & tree had fell on:him when ke
was a mere colt and broke his back.
And then when he got well and come
around on his legs onest more that ugly
scallop was still there, and there tostag.
'The S‘t\muger had a kind of silly look,
but it ain't o ways probable that the
Yool Killer had ever had any
pressin _ engogemenis at his  house,
ood he had filled up that ugly
hole in  the pony's back with
about 15 saddle blunkets, foldin them
every one a little wider and avider: till
he brung the valley up to o level w:t
the knobs and hills gurreundin.

“Well, man,sig; when he lifted hig sall-
die and blankets and pulled the waddin,
out and left that thunderin big' hole
there in ihe pony’s back he looked a
blessed sight mere like a drummedary
than @ piece of horse flesh. I thought
in my soul for a few minutes that Andy
Lueas would falat and fall down' in' it
in spite of all'thit eould be said or
doue; Lut he rallied  presently and

come back to his right, mind.aad proper "‘P‘-"“ “to rue the trade.
eplrits & 1 q  todk his Bait like a 1it-
. By this timne the stfanger YWus buck- 1_19 molm- wu bad stoed in my shoes, |

terbury mprement, and leanin over in

_ “That dadburned infernal reonndrel
heast hds swapped the livin gocks off |

‘barre!l and asTevel a3 & =quash. You

I fhen*felt plum certain that the man

. yourself g0 infernal much trouble and

Can’t yow stir up the mush in your

a painted horse rack in ten acres of

peneral opinions, if these is a man in

hair, whilst I ity to give you someof the
1 L mainest pints in ihe game,” says Andy,
as he nmnn‘hﬂi and we rid. on mwa.rda
Teme,'

traded with me back yonder has jest
simply swapped off the goose that lays,
rold eggs and never goes to s=t, as it
were, and [ saw through his trick like
‘a flash. ITe caleulated "that ywhen he
toal: off his saddle sonid pulled the blan-
Lets out of the terrilife hole in ‘the
pﬁmy- 5 bﬂck T would be paralyzedouthe

‘bnt, havin came down from a pensra-
ta.am. of ;hgrs«a t@de
< my saddle mmemi@m &nﬁy.s&‘gﬁ ‘Fobyla

iz He i.houghh I won!:l ask hini and beg
him fora rue, m&ﬂln&taﬁe‘r tn swap
-baoly even in orderment

waited for me a mile or two down the
road, and when I rid up he was dis-
mounted on the grousnd, rubbin and pet~
tin that pony, and talkin and earryin
on -with himself like & man that was
borned & fool and had also wenterazy.,
“Andy Lucos,” talkin to himself out
loud so I could hear, “ycu may not be
smart énough to rup £Jr congress, but
the fatnily records will show that you
ein't all gorts of a fool on the same day.
You have got & bead as long as a flour

may show the whites of your eyes= and
lools foolish sometimes, but I'll be
doubly dadburned if there is anything
particular green in!your general rec-
ords.  Dut'it does raley look like it will
take some people forever to find out that
you are a natural-born horse trader,
wi gre'tt Zobs of serge, and that fits
don’t run in the Lucas family. Butyou
Jjest epit on your balt and wait, and then
when a sucker comes along and bites
you can throw bim out on dry land so
Le never can flutter back to water.”
P “i’_:lt. on your horse, Andy, and come
- It is gettin late and we would bet-
ler ‘be movin along towards horie,”
says I, soft and gentle as I could, cause

was not in his right mind.
“Say here, Rufe, don't you be givin

wotrrimnent sbout me,” he come baek,
kindly £rin up, like he was mad, “You
mionght maybe think I am as blind
as a mole and as ecrazy as e chinch.
A heap of people ain't got no better
sense than te think that, and you must
beone of the people this evenin. The
stranger we met back yonder in the
road—the idiot which swapped me this
pony for that old mule—has bacled his
own fool sell up agin that very enag.

mution head sufficient to see that I
have swapped the very daylights cut
of the stranger, and him a-lookin at
-me all the time? Don't you know this
‘eallop-back  pony is worth a small
drove of sich mules as that to a man
in the tradin busimess like me? Didn't
you gee the game that dadblame fool
was tryin to play on me, and can’t
you see¢ how the doenments have come
my way like a mill raee with the dam
busted? You saw the idiot grinnin
at me, and hangin arcund like & man
that was saunt for and didn't want to
go worth o hardly, and yet you couldn’t
see through his game. By the eternal
Jim-jams, Refe, it is ns ‘pImn to me as

burnt woods. And now, accordin to my
this erows that is & standin candidate

for the crazy siloam, his nome is S8an-
ders, and not Lucas by a durn sight.”

Andy Recovers Rapidly.
“Iow, see if you can't mapage so as
1o let a few idens soals throuph  your

“That blame fool stranger which

Bait . to ‘speakof.

to git rid

way he eould keep the bast mons y-I End
paid him and lapd $i0—clean, cold

it up in the big road. Pl bet my Sun-
day Loots, Rufe, that he has made 50
trades like that, You took notics of
how he kept hangin around and waitin
for me to say somethin, which I never
did say. WeH, he was jest simply beat
out in his own gane, aud I coukl scé
that it cut him to the bene. Rightnow
I will bet the best mule in the sottle-
ment that he would be moére'than glad
to rue the trade and let me name the
figgers. You only walt now tH]'my time
comes and let me show you how easy
the triek will work. Thero is some dirt
in it I know, but accordin to the serip-
tures anything is fulr in love and war
and polities and horse tradin,”

As we rid en towards home seallop-
back Billy dancedand prunced and went
s;drwnys and put on more airs than the
drum maijor of a brass band, Every»
body we met in the read had to turn
round and take a good look at Andy's
bigh-headed, calics pony. Torectly it
so happened that we met up with an-
other stranger. Andy tickled scallop-
back Billy in the flanks with his spura
and wouldr't let him bresk his galt,
But the stranger locked back at us and
hollered to Andy:

“Say, mister, ars you ridin sw appin
stock this evenin 7

“Not if the court knows herself and
she ruther thinks shedoes,” Andy come
back at him, “But at the same time I
come from swappin stock myzelf, and
You mought bring on & trade if you are
any ways sufferin for one,”

“Well, how will you change with me?*
says the stranger, which he was ridin
of a little roan mare some 12 or 13 years
old.

“This aint my time of year to trade,”
says Andy, “but if youwant to put your
own trappins on this pony you mought
pitech in and do the tradin. Maney
talks, and when yeu bit me right with
the figrers I will let you know."”

« Bo the stranger Le first made o poss
at Andy totrade even, and from that he
went to offerin boot.  All this time
Andy said nothin—oaly kept on shakin
his head—till the stranger run the fig-
gers up to $20, when the trade was

I dyc‘.n t enap and |

closed and Andy put the money in his
left flank pocket. Then they dis-
mounted and chapged bridles and
pulled off their saddles, And, man
sir, when the stranger walked around
and maw that aviful hole in the pony’s
bacl he dropped his saddle to the
ground and Y thought in my eeul he
would go off in a deed trance right
ihere in the big road.

“Say, mister, I swouldn't ride that
dang thing home and turn him loose in
my father’s lot for §50,” says the youug
n:an when he 1ccorered from the shock
sufliient to talk.

“iou made your own trndo, wung
man,” says Andy, “and if you don’tlove
to ride, walkin is tolerable good at
this season of the year.”

“I want to ruo back and go home,”
says the young mazp, whilst his volce
wavered and trembled like he was
fixin to ery.,

“I don't know how it iz over in your
settlement," says Andy, “but we don’t
trade horses that a way around Rocky
Creek.” %

“L will give you the peny even trade
{for my mare, and you can keep the
boot money,” the young man went on,
lookin powerful sorry like and piti-
ful. “Durned if I wouldn't tote my
saddle and walk home before I would
ride this infernal freak of nature.”

“You have done made one trade al-
ready ihis evenin, and if nothin else
will do T reckon, I will bave to let you
make anotherone,” says Andy. “Throw
your snddle on the mare and go on back
home to your ma, apd the next tima
Yyou start out on a horse swappin stam-
pede fieht shy of the Rocky Creek
settlement.”

Scallop-Dack Heorses AJl the Go.

The young man was so tremendius
glad to swap back most anyway till e
went off rejoiein, whilst Andy bLe rld
bome on zcallop-baek Billy, with $2n
spot cash landed safe in his left flank
pocket.

Nobody knows for certain how many
times Andy has swapped off scallop-
back Dilly, but he gets him back every
clafter with alittle boot meney throwed
in for good measure. The stranger
which first swapped him to Andy seat
4 trader into the settlement onecst, and
sent him after scallop-back Dilly atany
price. But Andy got onto the trick,
oud when finally et last the trader
shook $160 at bim for the ealico pany
Andy would only shake his head and
sayt
“Not this year. Scme other year,
prehaps. Teli the man which sent you
here that I love him iike a twin brother,
I do. And tell him moreover also that
the scallop-back horses are now all the
go around Mocky Creek.”

Axnd so if it ever comes to pass that
¥ou mought pitch out 1o try your hand
with ewappin stock, you can keep in
mind that there is one man in thisgreat
country whieli always falls like a cat—
on his feet.-, It would pay you likewise
also to recollect that fits don’t run in
the Lucas family.

RUFTS SANDERS.
The Contradictory Sex.

“T do not understand it,” said the
phiiosopher.

“What is botberiog you pow?” in-
guired the other.

“If o man is two hours late in arriving
at home his wife raizes a row, while if
he is gone two yeurs she will give hima
royal weleome. Wemen are peculiar”
—Tit-Bits.

*Average Helghe and Weight.
The average Lieight of man is five feet
six inches, his waight 141%, pounds.
The average helght of woman is five
feet; two inches, Ler weight 12412

'Imunﬂ.s.

Got the Pr’m
"\‘E’h&t do you call this stuff, wmt.ar?“
“Floating izland pudding, sir.”
““Uml  Most of the soil serms to ave
fallen to me.” — P‘hﬂ driphls Naorth

It

of the scallop-back pony, and ir-M

Ame*h':s..:

cagh—in his flanks as easy as piekin

TRANSMITTING POWER,

Compressed Air Is a Da.ngsroua
Rival of Electricity.

it is Alrvendy Used fn Mining Opera=
tlons, Guonery and Maay Trades
and May in Time Displace Sleam
nund Elecirto Locomotives,

{8pecial I.etuar}

I\o subject is of greater coming im-
portance to- mechanical engineers and
transportation companies than the com-
parative merits of electricity and of
compresged®air as motive powers, To
speak of either as motive powers is in
a teehnical sense an errov, for both are
rather the meuns of storage and trans-
mitting power, than of originating it.
In ihis sense, the term motive power
will be used, although technicnily the
words are not strictly accurate.

Compressed air as & power for sireet
railways has made its way against the
netive opposition of the electrical en-
gincers, The controversy has been
long and bitter. In spite of its oppo-
nentg, compresszed alr has made marked
progress, Itisin daily usein Europe on

the button for the last time, the eards
are colleeted by a cierk, the time en-
tered in & book. The services of a time-
Leeper are dispensed with by the vse ol
the device,

Many other avtomaticand contrelling
mechanisms are operated by ecom-
‘pressed air. 1t is said to be vertain in
its action, without being subject to the
deliente conditions of electrieity.

Tools aperated by compressed air have
a wide aud various field of usefulness,
Chipping and dressing iron, steel and
stone, riveling boilers, calking the joinia
of ships. sandpapering the sidesofears,
eleaning car eushicns, carpets and rugs,
anud painting are a few of them. Dress-
ing tools have n wonderful effectiveness.
Inside of a bandle stock, a chisel ia
driven by air at the rate of 300 strokes
te the minute. It takes n strip half.an
inch in width from tke edpe of a half
(inch piece of boiler iron, eight feet
lovg in 20 mioutes. Marble or granits
may be chiseled at the same high rate
of speed. A modification of the same
little machine is used to rivet the joints
of beilers and for calking the seams of
ships, In the manufacture of ears, the
cars are built in some shops without
further dressing of {he Jumber than il

receives at ithe paasping mills, After

tramwaks, nolably in the suburks of
Paris, and in the Swiss mountain town
of Berne, where it has shown itseH io
be economical and effective. In the
United States, air as a power for street
cars is in the experimental stage. It
has been tried in Toledo with satis-
factory results. The Metropulitan Trae-
tion company, of New York, has shown
its faith in air by ordering seven cars
equipped with compressed air niotors
for use on its elevated line. Within
two yenrs, the company has planncd to
extend the use of air to all of its cross-
town lines,

Another company to look with favor
on air as a power is the Manhattan ele-
vated, of New York. It has ardered a
locomotive to be run by compressed air
on its lines, as a meaus of giving this
means of propulsion a thorough irial.
Experiments with air aa a power are
in progress on the Chicago General rail-

COMPRESSED AIR MINING DRILL.
way, the roud started by ex-Congreas-
man MeGann.

Nor are the experiments with air
for transportation purposes contined tu
ears. A company®has been arganized in
KNew York to put a compressed air,
horseless ¢ab on the market, which is
expected to leave Lbhe eabbies without
an occupation. These cabas will be
running by April 1. Apother applica-
tion of air to the same purpose is by a
Chicago inventor, who has built a com-
pressed air trieyele, The first use of
his wuchine will be for the delivery of
light goods and packages. It will Le
followed at un early date witha trieyele
for passenger use, for which a great fu-
ture is boped. Power for both elasses
of vehicles will be supplied from a een-
tral compressing plant in Wabash ave-
nye.

Probably the mogt general use of air,
except for respivatory purpeses, is in
the tives of bieycles. It bhas been sue-
cessTully employed also for bicyele sad-
dies and bandle prips, 1In the big office
Luildings of the cities it hus found a
wide and novel tield. All of the clocks
in the Fisher building, Chicago, are
run by compressed nir. In every oflice
of the building isa clock of peculinr con-
struction, 1t has neither sprivgs nor
weights. Its hands do ot move forward
with a slow continuous motion, bulin
a series of jumps, at intervals of 30 see-
onds,  Neither bas it a tick like other
cloeks. It is, in fact, a clock only In
regard to its face and hands. These
bands are moved at intervals of halfu
minute by another clock in the base-
ment, ealled the “master elock,” which
acts by compressed air, through a sys-
tem of pipes, on its subordinates in the
different offices. A smallenginein the
bagement supplies the power. "The sys-
tem is said to be successful in its op-
eration,

All of the steam radiators in the
same building are regulated by com-
pressed air. Connected with every radi-
ator is a thermomaostat. 1f the temper-
siure rise too high, it aciz on a mech-
anism which closes the steam valve in
the radiator. When the room becomes
colder than a certain temperature the
rame antomaton opens it again, An-
other wse of compressed air in this
building is for opening and closing the
docrs of the elevator shafts by toueh-
ing a2 button. Letter copyving presses

uperated by compressed air are in use

lu the office ¢ of a manufseturing firm,
cowmpresseil air has been employed for
the novel purpose of keeping the tine
of the meun. At the wain door of the

4 the switeh.

PNEUMATIC LOCOMOTIVE.

the sides are in position, a man with a
eandpapering machine driven by com-
pressed air rapidly smooths them, The
eoat of paint which follows may be np-
plied by anotber compreszed air ma-
chine, throwing a finespray. When the
finished car is in use, a combination of
cups and tubes, operated by compressed
air will suck the dust from tire cushions
efitsseatsand blow it from the window,

In the aperation of railroads znd rail-
road shops, compressed alr finds many
other avenues of usefulness. In rail
rond yards, it is employed for glgnaling
An automatie device for a
Btreet crossing gate lowers a gate, while
ringing a bell vigorously, on the ap-
proach of a train. Other devices malks
the signals used {n switching trains, and
throw the switehes themselves. In ths
riflroad shops, air has proven itsell a
valuable servant, for lifting and hoist-
icg, A long and slender eylinder is
hung from an overhead crane or der-
rick above the objeet to be moved,
compressed air is forced into the eylin-
der, aud the pair of locomotive wheals
or other ponderdus weight is moved
with eage,

In no other line of industry has eom-
pressed air proved itself a more val
table auxiliary than in mining forcoal,
gold and silver. Many of the most mag-
nificent operations of mining are de-
peodent upon the compressed air rock
drill, It has the additional advantage
uwf furnishipg a supply of pure air for
ihe men to breathe, In cenl mining
queer-looking machines are used to a
great extent, The miners, who regard
them as a sort of uncanny thing, cail
them {he “iron men.” I'laced onan in-
clined platform at the botiom of a tun.
tel, they are, with two helpers, zaid ta
do the work of ten men, The machines
themselves are among the etrangests
isoking things ever set on wheels. The
eompressed air locomotive has been
found a valuable contrivance in mines
too low for the use of mules. Twolong
reservoirs, a pair of eylinders and a set
of wheels make up thie compressed air
locomotive.

The government has given reccgnis
tion td compressed air by building dy-
namile guns to be fired by air, and tor

T

PNEUMATIC DYNAMITE GUN.

pedo boats in which air is the pawer.
‘Ihe pneumatic dyvamite gpun has up-
dergone a successful test ot Fort Win-
field SBeott, near Ban Franeisco, where
it throws projectiles weighing over
1,000 pounds nearly a mile, Com-
pressed air s used instead of powder,
from the fact that any attempt to fire
dynamite out of a cannon with pow-
der would be likely to result in greater
destriction to the gonners than to the
enemy. The government eruiser Ve-
Suvius is equipped with three stationary
dynamite guns, gL

The government torpedo boat De.
stroyer will discharge a projectile by
compressed air at a pressure of 4,000
peunds to the square inch a distance of
600 feet under the surface of the water,
1t explodes by contact. The Whitehead
terpedo is itself propelled by com-

shop is a beard studded with num-

bered buttons, llach of the empioyes ?
hes a pumber corresponding o ohe of
the buttens. On euiering the door, ke
touches his butten, swhen a G&Tice.nilcp
nted by compressed uir stamps his wom-
lrer and the hour or kalf hour on u eard,
Iis leaving for Junch and arrival after
the noon hourave rexislered in the sgms

r...:.-: Bor. At mght lhe 'hurkn;drl wuchu l

it tuy be set to either sink- or rise. ' Iig

pressed air. 16 is 12 to 19 feet long,
with a dinmeter of 12 to 153 inches.
With the churze of air in ifs rescrvoir
itwill run ﬁaﬂgnrd‘i 1fin ihatdistance
it does mot strike the ship cof an enemy

ehiarge is 30 to 100 pounds of gun m*—'
ten.  The cost of these forpedos
 the government is $1,009 each.

{ borses with breeching on to hoid byck
{ when going dowa hill. What

ARP'S NURSERY SONGS.

Chorokes Philosopher Passes His
Seventy-First Birthday.

Qaesar's Langunge Guoted — Bartew
Sage Deciares That Moses Had the
Zluea and Lois of Tronbies

some Times,

“How many miles to Milybright?"
“Three score dnd ten.”

I can't help thinking of that ald nur-
kery song, for I lave just passed my
seventy-first birthday and am therefore
just 70 years old. 1t is like crossing the
Rubicon, and like Caesar I may say: |
“The die is cast.” I have reached theal-
lotted age, and now every day that 1 live
isapersonal privilege—afavor not prom-
ised nor deserved. There is something
solemn and sericus in the word, for
Scripture and an anclent history seein
to have made it significant. There were
70 elders of Israel and the Lord sent out
70 missionaries; 70 learned men trans-
lated the Old Testament, and man’sage
was cut down by degrees from 900 to
70, nod there the Lord called a halt, and
Moses saith that all the excess is labor
ond sorrow. Moses was feeling very
blue when he wrote that. The old man
lived to be 120 and had a troubled time,
but I know some men and many women
who lived past 60 and whose last days
wera their best days, Those who have
lived right or tried to and have becn un-
gelfish and are blessed with a good wife
or a gpood husband and loving children
ean take all the risles that attach to
four ecore years, Labor and sorrew do
not necessarily follow old age. 8ydney
Smith said, when he was 74; “I am at
ense in my circumstances; in tolerable
health; & tolerating churchman—much
given to talking, laughing and noise;
I am, on the whole, a happy man; have
found the world an emtertaining world
and am thankful to Providence for the
part allotted mein it.”

Longfellow lived to be 75. When he
was 70 be wrote his friend Childs: “It
Is like climbing the Alps; you reach &
snow-crowned summit and ses behind
you the deep valley stretching miles
and miles away, and before you other:
surnmits, higher and whiter, which you
may have strength to climb or you may
not, Then you sit down and meditate,
and wonder which it will be. This ia
the whale story.”

Dr. Holmes saw so much fim in m'en
thing that he couldn’t help making
funny rhymes about an old man:

“ And now hignose i3 thin |
And it rests upon his chin
Like a stalf;
And o erock iein his hack,
And a melancholy crack
Ia In his laugh.**

Then he was sorry that he wrots it,
for he says:

* I know it I a sin

For me to =it and prin
At him here.”

The doctor didn't expect to live to be
8%, for long ago ke said: “Our brains
are 70-year clocks; the angel of Jife
winds them up once for all, then closes
the case and gives the key to the angel
of the resurrection.”

- But an old man is not obliged to have
a crook in his back nor a.crack in his
langh. We see many aged men whoare
straight as an Indian and have not lost
the musical tone of their voice. Habit
and pride of person have much to do
with this. I know an aged matron, a
neighbor of ours, who when she is it~
ting hardly touches the back of a chair,
and yet she is not stiff or awkward—
always graceful, always beautiful. She
is kind and gentle in her age, and hag a
warm welcome wherever she vigits, If
she cannot hear all that is said she ia
not embarrassed, for she says what she
Ineks in hearing she makes up in seeing
andd reading and is thankful for the fac-
ultien that are still left ber. I never
saw her with a troubled look, though [
know she haa had trouble and deep
grief. Now, contrastsuch a woman with
one who is always complaining of her
hard lot, or saying something disparag-
ing about her neighbors!

But the old-time mothers had some
exause for bent shoulders, for it was the
faskion to sleep on pillow and bolster,
and it was the fashion to lean to the
child while it was nursing. Habits be-
gun in childhood and econtinued in
motherhood will pever be broken in tlie
decline of life. I believe that the habits
of {he girls of this generation are an
improvement on those of the past. They
do not lace like they used to, and they
carry themselves more gracefully. They
have betler fitting shoes and corsels.
They have more comfortable seats at
rohool ard are not allowed to lean for-
ward to their books or slate or writing
pad. The life insurance companies have
at last discovered that women live as
long aa men if not longer, and policles
are issued to them on equal terms, The
iongevity of both sexes is increasing,
glowly but surely, and the only draw-
back is intemperdnce—whisky -and
opinm. Were it not for these, the three-
score-and-ten limit would scon be ad-
vanesd to four score and give us a
stronger and handeomer race of people.

Shakespeare gave us some types of
old age thal seem to have fitted the
timea in which he lived, but they are
very rare in ours. Prince Hal zald to
Falstaff: “Have you not ail the char- |
acters of age—a moist eye, adry band, 2
yellow' eheek, & white beard, a decreas-
ing leg, an increasing eorporesity? Is
rot your voice broken, your wind short, {
your chin double, your wit single and:
every part abouai, you bicated with an-

gator, Thers is some ef itthat does not
fit me, I know. These poetsare too fond
of poking fun afold men. The she bears |
soght to come along. The Scripture
gays that old age is honorable and ihut
the young raer shall rise up whe :
old men come in at the gates Theold |
men are tho balance wheels of all the
nischinery of government. If it were
3t for them the boys would run sway
ith the wagon. There mnst be wheel

jump a ten-rail fence any more, noe

kick a college ball nor ride a bicycle,
but these things are nonessentmla and
don't have to be done. We can look
after the grandchildren and point a

the young idea how to shoot withont
earrying a pistel in a Kip pocket. Sol-
omon says that the glory of an old man
ia his childreu’s children, and he might

no grandparents did not have their
share of happiness in this world.

But old age hay its trinmphs and con-
solations. It has passed all selfishness
and vain ambitions and tales comfort
in memories and philosophic medita-.
tlon. It realizes the wonderful progress
of art apd invention, for we old men re-
member when there was but one little
railroad in the United States and no
telegraphs; when the old stage coach
carriéd the mails and postage was 23
cents a letter; when there was no kero-

and but few hooks of any kind. 0ld
age is net alarmed about politica or
the downfall of the government, for
‘1hese same periodical excitementa have
agitated the country as far back as we
can remember, It isthe same old song,
but it does not disturb our seremity.

she advised my wife to Iook round and
“get o settled woman to take her
place.” “Dese young niggers hain’t got
sense enuf to etay anywhere long and
dey will be runnin’ off after every mfur-
shion and funeral and pienie dat come
along. Better get a settled woman,”
Ape does settle us wonderfully, and it
looka lilce a pity that we have to ghuf-
fle off this mortal coil about the time
we have gotten some sense and learned
the lesson of life. :

But we must accept our destiny with
grace and gratitude, and may the Lord
give us

“An mge that melts In unpercelved decay,

And glides in medest Innocenceaway.”

~—Bill Arp, in Atlanta Constitution.

DWARF’S OF THE PAMIRS.

Are Also Dwarfed.

At the worthwestern end of the Hin-
doo Eoosh range of mountains in Cen~
tral Asia lies the wild, desolate and al«
most unknown Pamir plateau, which,

known as the “roof of the world.” Tew
travelers or explorers have ever ven-
tured there, and those who did traveled
only in the southern and central parts
of the Pamirs, lying just beyond the
northwest frontier of India. But word

Danish officers, MM. Oloufsen and Phil-
ipsen, have ;[ust_arrived thera from a
very extended journey of exploration
in the northern portion of the eountry,
having covered o vast area hitherto un-
trodden by foreigners.

to the scientific world. They discovs
ered tribes of natives entirely different
from those inhabiting the other parts of
ilhe Pamirs, and they brought back with
them over 300 photographs of places
they have visited and typea they have
met. The people are all dwarfs, and the.
animals of the distriet, both wild and
domestie, are correspondingly diminu.
tive in stature. The Inhabitapte are di-
vided into numerous small tribes. The
herding of sheep and cattle {2 almost
their gole occupation.

During their travels the Danlsh ex-
plorers met, among others, tribes that
are still fire worshipers and are totally
uncivilized in their modes of life. The
full-grown men and women are rarely
three feet in height. Their donkeysand
their horses, whick in appearance re-
semble the ponles of @ the - American
plains, are about the size of large dogs.
The bulls and cowa are no larger than
the ordinary European foals and the
sheep are no larger than small poodles,

and their eyes appear like little black
beads sunk deep in their sockets, Thein
bair fs wvery long and bushy, their
noses large, their lips thick snd their
cheekbones large and prominent. Their
habitsare extremely nnelean. They dress
in skins, a long sheepskin pelisse cover-
ing the greater part of their bodies.
Many wear long, loose skin trousers
split at the bottoms of the legn. They
use much grease on their hair and their
clotbing is covered with it, Theirfents
ore made of gkins,

The use of money is unknown to these
strange dwarf people and their only
trade consists in the bartering of furs
and stock. Little respect is shown for

sold at the rate of five and six cows or
15 sheep apiece.—N. Y. World.

For Young Married People,

Try to be satisfied tacommem:a ona
emall seale,

Try not to look at richer homes and
covet their costly furniture.

Try to eculfivate the moral covrage
that will resist the arrogance of fash-
inm,

Try being perfectly independent from
the first, and shun debt in all its forms.

Try to avoid the {oo common miss

gin where the parents ended.”
Fry going a step further, and visit
the homes of the suffering poor when
sceret dissatisfaction is liable to epring
up.

| cle, no matter how anpoying may bethe
‘buginess eares and th;e hn-mekeeping
L trjals,

Try to cooperate cheerfully in  ar-
ranging the family expenses and share

I. equally in any memary nﬂm

snd economies.
work with skilifally, whileadersing the
render it eom‘htt&h}:eﬁmﬁ Fres

L. The Aﬂmﬂinn.
Jess—J never under&md why Mirs
 Fitz married Giglamps.

to break the e:ngngemen?-
 Jess—Why not? 7

mworal and tell them a tale and teach:

have said that the children who have

When our old eook concluded to guit

Pigmics Whase Domenstic Anlmni- 2

on accoupt of its preat elevation, is
hos come from 5t Petersburg that two

Their explorationd are of great valus )

These little saveges have dark spips

the women, and they are bought and

iake of making an wowise effort to “be-

Try buying all that s nm h'“
touse at. first with simply what will

Press. & sl e

‘Bess—Jlis was the iﬁaﬁmt ring she

eene oll and no matches, no steel pena

W - g

Try to be cheerful in the familyeirs -

Bess—8he eou!dn'tma.ke up her mlnd ;




