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SCHOOL BOOKS A GENCY.

Opelousas is now without an offi-

cial repository for the sale of pub-
lie school books, and the school

children will therefore be put to

considerable inconvenience. The

fault is not altogether to be placed

to the two agencies here. Of

course, they had time to examine

the contract before accepting the
agency, and they should not have

agreed to its conditions unless they
intended to abide by them. But

on the other hand, the require-
ments of the contract are so unfair
(we might say absurd) that no one,
unless he is in the business for
pleasure, can undertake to carry
them out.

In short, the contract provides
that the agent shall buy sufficient

books to supply the demand. He
is to pay cash in advance for these
books, and the small margin of ten

per cent is allowed him for their
sale. When he has paid the freight
and drayage, that already small
margin is considerably reduced.
Now he is to receive books of the
same grade used last year in half
payment for the new books. In
other words, $500, worth of new

.books would only bring $250 cash
and $250 in old books. These old
books, received as part payment
for the new books for which the
cash was paid are to be kept by
the agent until a certain amount
is accumulated;'when they are to

be sent to the State agent in New
Orleans, who has the right to re-
ject or accept any portion of them.

Heaep, not only has the local
agent a lot of old books represent-
ing his hard cash on the shelves
idle for an indeflnate period; but
he runs the chances of these books
being rejected by the State agent--
in which case he is decidedly the
loser.

The agents here had adopted a
fair and just plan. They proposed
to give the purchaser a receipt for
the oildbooks, and upon its accept-
ance by the State agent, to pay
bhim the amount allowed by the
said State agent.

The law says that only books

usable are to be exchanged. A
book with one page torn out can

not be used, .that is plain. Now

are the busy local agents supposed
to ran over an old book, page by

page, to see if a page is missing?
And if they do not, and the State

agent discovers it, they naturally
have to lose the price of that old
book.

We fear that the State Board, in
its zeal to put down the cost of
school books as low as possible,
overreached themselves. In this

pariih it is impossible to comply to
the strict letter of the law at pres-

ent, because there are no books.

Both town agents have resigned,

and the other agencies are small
affairs and unable to supply the

demand. The President and Su-

perintendent are daily receiving
letters from toachersurging their
inabllity to comply wlth the law

on account of there being no books

available,.
LATER.-Stnce the above was put

in type, the State agent has return-
ed Mr. Jacobs' contract, and a sat-
Isfactory agreement has been
reached.

Fire Alarms.

Editor Clarion.--I noticed in the
columns of the Clarion that the
Hook & Ladder Company at its
meeting of July 9 divided the town
into four fire districts, and have
adopted a code of signals in order
to facilitate the location of fire in
the future. I think this an excel-
lent idea and that every good citi-
-zn should adopt it, and educate
themselves to its usage. In order
to do this with simplicity, take the
back of a visiting card, and draw
four separate squares one-quarter
of an inch apart. Write Bellevue
street between them In the space
running from east to west, and
Union street between the squares
In the space running from north to
south. Number the southeast
square No. 1, the northeast square
No. 2, the southwest squate No. 3,

u lagthwest square Ne. 4, Thy

will give you the four districts and

the number of bell taps which is
- the same as the number of the dis-

trict. Bear in mind, that Union
_ street runs from the old Catholic

s Church to Billy Fux's store, and
that Bellevue street runs in front
of the Metodist Church up to the
" railroad crossing south of the rail-
road depot.

This little fire card at sight will
show you what district you are in,
the alarm to give, and how to lo-

cate the fire on hearing the alarm,
Our fire friends put these signals
out in our interest, and I think in
due respect to them, we should ad-
1- opt this code. To further facilitate
giving alarms, I would suggest
that it be done through telephone.

o Select a man near the bell, for in-
1e stance, Mr. H. D. Larcade, who is a

d fireman, or any one, who would
accept, ring him up and let him

e give the signal. A. J. B.

'e Editor Clarion.-I have read with
y surprise and some indignation your

it editorial criticising my course as
3. one of the attorneys for the accused
ir in State vs. Blowin on trial under

e, a bill of indictment for murder. I

r consider that you have transcended
y the limits of your prerogratives as

a public journalist in undertaking
s to censure me for filing a technical
t plea in court, based upon the Con-
e stitution of the United States and
a the laws of the State of Louisiana,

p especially when it is admitted by

r the district attorney that the plea
t is well founded and must be sus-
I tained.

i. In undertaking to defend that
e accused party, whose life or liberty
If was at stake, my duty and oath as
a an attorney at law obliged me to

v interpose in his behalf every legal
b plea that would aid in his defense,

I and no man with a proper appre-

t ciation of right or the least know-
e ledge of professional ethics wonld
y condemn me for so doing. As far

t as Iknow no one in this State everD heretofore attempted to bring into
v question the conductor an attorney

for filing that plea in behalf of his
client except yourself and yourI anonymous correspondent who

. signs himself "White Man All
s Over."

t In filling the plea in question I

s am simply following the example
- of noless eminent Democratic au-
e thority than Judge Story and Heon.

P. S. Pugh of Acadia, of Judgea Wilkinson and Hoo. J. C. Eagan of
I Red River, of that brilliant young

r advocate of the New Orleans bar,

Thomas F. Maher, as you will see
if you take the trouble to refer to
the following cases reported in our
State reports: State of La. vs.Jos-
eph, 45 Annual 902; State of La.
vs. Murry, 47 Annual 1424; and the
case recently reported from Acadia
but not yet published, wherein
iHon. P. S. Pugh and Judge Hamp.
ton Story appeared as counsel for
the accused.

The Supreme Court in the case
of the State of La. vs. Murry, above
referred to, in passing upon this
plea took occasion to compliment
Mr. Maher in the following words:

"Having examined this case with
the care required involving the life
of a human being, we have reached
the conclusion that there Is no
error in any of the rulings defend-
ant has complained of. But we
can not refrain from applauding
the zeal and vigor with which
counsel for the defendant has de-
fended the accused."

I do not send you this communi-
cation by way of excuse or explan-
ation, for I make neither. Though
I did not originate or frame the
plea referred to, I joined in it and
assume my full measure of respon-
sibility for so doing. In the pursuit
of my profession I will continue to
be guided by my own sense of right
and duty to my clients, undeter-
red by fear of such criticism and
appeals to prejudice as appears in
the editorial in question and in the
communication of your correspon-
dent above alluded to.

JNo. WT. LEwrs.

AN ORDINANCE.
Relative to Sidewalks, fixing the width

thereof, defining the mode of con-
struction and repairing, the material
to be used, districting the Town into
Sidewalk District, and providing for
the payment of the same by the
town and the owners of property
abutting the sikewalks.

Section 1. Be it ordained by the May-
or and Board of Aldermen,that the side-
walks or banquettes in the Tdwn of Ope-
lousas shall be not less than eight feet
wide on streets more than forty feet
wide, and not less than five feet wide on
streets not more than forty feet wide.
The word sidewalk or banquette shall
include the curbing.

Section 2. Be it fusther ordained, etc.,
that the sidewalks of the town of Ope-
lousas shall be divided into four classes.
The first class sidewalks shall be built
of shillinger asphalt or well laid coun-
try burned brick. The curbing of first
class sidewalks shall be of brick.

The second class sidewalks shall be of
gravel or pounded shells laid six inches
deep, or of i 1x8 iach plank well nailed

A Sweeping
Bargain Sale

-- of our Entire Line of-

First-Grade
... Clothing.

Not the CHEAP sort advertised every-

where, but entirely different and alto-

gether SUPERIOR, far better wear,

much brighter colors and a consider-

ably wider variety of patterns. . ,

BON MARCHE,
J. & L. Landau, Proprietors.

Opposite Lassalle & Desmarais. Opelousas, Louisiana.

THE -BIG SHOW IS GOMING!
The Great Eastern

Rail Road Shows
Columbian Exposition

-Will1 Exhibit at Opelonsas, on-

Monday, November l1th.

Huge Monster Menagerie of Rare Wild Animals, Seven Large Troupes of Edn-
cated Horses and Ponies, Best Arenic Performers of Europe and America,

Hosts of Funny Clowns and Everything New and Original.

Only Great Show Coming This Year.

Morning Exhibition on Show Grounds After the Grand Street Parade.

Grand Performances Afternoon and Evening. Doors Open at I andt 7 p. .

crosswise to 2x4 inch stringers: string.
ers to be placed on edge and not more
than two feet apart. The'stringers to
rest on 4x6 sills; sills to be placed not
more than eight feet apart. The curb-
ing of second class sidewalks shall be
of two inch plank, well nailed to 4x4
inch posts outside; these posts to be
sunk at least two feet in the ground.
All lumber used must be of the best cy-
press.

The third class sidewalks shall be of
dirt filled up, or levelled to the proper
grade, and shall be curbed in the same
manner as sidewalks of second class.

The fourth class sidewalks shall be of
dirt filled up or levelled without any
curbing.

On first class sidewalks it will not be
necessary to pave the entire width of
the sidewalk, but a pavement not less
than five feet wide in center of side-
walk, with the dirt sides levelled off,
may be laid. On the second class side-
walks, where planks are used, the plank
shall be not less than five feet long.

Section 3. Be it further ordainedl,etc.,
that nothing less than first class side-
walks shall be built on Main St., on
both sides, from Grolee St. to Landry St;
and on Court St., from Landry St. to
Bellevue St.; on Bellevue St, from •ain
St. to Market St.; on Landry St., from
Main St. to Bayou Tesson; on Market
St, from Landry St. to Bellevue Street.
And nothing less than second class side-
walks shall be built on Main St, from
Grolee to Cheney St; and from Landry
to Madison St; on Court St, from Belle-
vue to Cheney St; and from Landry to
Jefferson St; on Union St, from Cheney
to Laurent St; on Market St., from
Bellevue to Cheney St; and from Lan-
dry to Vine St; on Grolee St., from
Market to Udion St; on North St, from
Market to Union St; on Bellevue, from
Main to Lombardy, and from Market to
Railroad track; on Landry, from Main
to Oak St, from Bayou Tesson to rail-
road; and in other portions of the town,
sidewalks may be of the fourth grade
until otherwise determined by the Board
of Aldermen.

Section 4. Be it further ordained, etc.,
that should the owners of real property
in this town fail or neglect to construct
or repair the sidewalks along their res.-
pective fronts in accordance with the
provisions of this ordinance within
twenty days from the day it goes into
effect, then the Mayor and Board of
Aldermen, whenever they shall deem itnecessary, or expedient, that any side-walk or sidewalksought to be construct-
ed or repaired, shall have the safte done
in the manner hereafter provided, in
which event the town shall pay one-
third of the cost of such construction orrepair and the abutting property the
ether two-thirds.

Seotion 5. Be it further ordained, etc,that whenever the town shall determ-he upon constructing or repairing any
sidewalks as provided for in the preced-
ing section, then it shall through theStreet Commissioner, give five days no-tice ih writing of the necessity for such

construction or repair to owners or oc-
cupants of the abutting property, either
by personal or dnmictliary service if theproperty be occupied, and if not, then by.
posting said notice thereon, and thesaid Street Commissioner, shall at the
expiration of said five days notice, havesaid construction or repair done by con-
tract, which sha be let to the lowest
and best bidder afr. ten day s advertise-
ment in one or Mire local papers; thebids to be sealed and the right reserved
to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen toreject any or all bids.,

Section 6. Be it futher ordained,eetc,
that, after the completion of said con-
struction or repis a~ d its acceptance
by the Mayor aM Board of Aldermen,
they shall assesoaihepro rata due by
each piece of abuttinr property, which
shall be secured, by4• i and privilege
on said abutta itg • rtt, esuperior to
all other liens apg privileges, exceptthat for Sta t Pe•ie•r•ish taxes, andwhich said pr r•,at hall= bear ten percentum per ani- Iteresi, beginninthirty days••• a•et e of such
construction Yf't iaforesaid. 'tr
the event that t rtlondue by the Iabutting propert ea nodt paid withinten days after tha 0mshall have beenfixed, then thefp kent thereof shall be
enforced in a 'oei of competent furis-diction in the. ,ne provided for in t
Section 34 of A• 1'oftheh Act of Lou- 1
isiana for the yea'•88;

Section 7. Be ii farther rdained,etc .
that all levels and-gradeS~for sidewalksshall be.furnished, by the C:ty Surveyor
and cost of same sirfl be added to coal
of construction. .

Section-8. Be it furtherordained, etc,
that all ordinances or resolutions, or
parts thereof, in conflict with this or- I
dinance be and aib hereby repealed. B

Adopted. I
B. A. LITTELL, Mayor. IW. R. CocHRAN, Clerk. T

FNO'IICE Notice is hereby given p

that there is ranging with mycattle cin my pasture, one black beef, about I
four yesas old, branded:

d

lie is a fence breaker, and unless owner
onmes forward and take same away andpay costs, I shall eseof same accord-ing to law. 3. L. Dinouzx,
ct-5b Ville Platte, La.

ETJTRAyED OR ATOILE3 from
my plantatlopin Ville Platte prat-ie, (two bhay horses) one old horseranded:

'he other, a young horse, back bent in,nil crooked and one bind foot white.
L liberal reward w'ill be given for their
etirn to me, or •nformation leading to
heir recovery, ,write to

3.0. LAFB.YR -

Do You.

Need A

BUGGY ?

We Have The Finest

Line In T.n. . .

We Are Cheapest
On All Kinds

..
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