
QUEER THINGS IN MOURNING.

English Women Have Some Slngular
Ways of Respecting the Merm-

ory of the Dead.

"One of the things that every lit-
tie while give me a surprise in Eng-
land is the vagaries of conventional
mourning as practiced in English
so-iet.y," says an American woman
who has lived much in London, re-
ports the Chicago Inter Ocean. "I
never quite know what to expect
from an English woman in mourn-
ing.

"Last season over there I was giv-
ing a dinner and confided to an Eng-
lish friend with whom I was quite
intimate and who was in deep mourn-
ing my regret that she could not be
present.

"'Why, my dear,' she said, 'I'll
come directly, but I must dine up-
stairs.'

"So on the night in question she,
in a dazzlingly effective dinner dress
of black gauze, decollect and sleeve-
less, was served with dinner in the
library while the rest of my guests
sat through the courses in the din-
ing-room. When the ladies went to
the drawing-room Mrs. G- was
there, took coffee with us gayly and
finished the evening with the gen-
tlemen as they strolled in from their
cigars.

"This should have prepared me for
any inconsistency. But not very
long afterward I could with difficulty
repress a smile at the conduct of
another English woman in mourn-
ing whom 1 met at the house of a
friend. A table of bridge was being
made up and the hostess asked her
to join.

"'Yes, dear,' she replied, caressing-
ly, 'but you must put me at a mourn-
ing table.'

"In other words,"- she, would only
play with persons who were in be-
reavement like herself."

A Remarkable Dog.
A correspondent of the New York

Evening Post says: A black cocker
spaniel of my acquaintance has hit
upon a pleasure so novel in canine so-
ciety that it deserves recording. A
young lady of the family to which he
belongs once teased him by scuffling
about the rugs of her bhone until she
could give an electric spark of consid-
erable snap; and then-discharging it
upon the nose of her pet, the spaniel.
Not long after this abuse the dog was
observed to roll upon the rugs, entirely
of his own accord, and then run to the
brass bedstead and obtain a spark.
This he continued to do, and his own ob-
servations seedi to have taught him
that be must approach metal in order
to obtain the spark. In one room he
runs to the bedstead; in another to the
register, and as he licks his nose alter
the pricking of the spark bhe never trnL
to wag the remains of his tail, and his
face assumes a decided expression of
pleasure.
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How to Use the United
States Mails

By F. E. COYNE, Postmaster at Chicago.

Every day the postal system of this country forwards thousands

of letters so inadequately addressed that most of them cannot be de-
livered to their destination and many of them

are delivered only by (lint of extraordinary
effort.

Most of those delivered would never be

placed in the hands for which they oare in-

tended were it not for the fact that THIS

GOVERNMENT PUTS BRAINS ABOVE

RED TAPE.
Addressing a letter would seem to be so

simple a matter that no person not positively
illiterate need err therein.

CARELESSNESS RATHER THAN
IGNORANCE is accountable for the great

volume of Laulty superscriptions on the face

of mailed envelopes. Failure to do a little

PLAIN THINKING is generally at the bot-

tom of these unfortunate errors. And the result? Anxiety, loss, and

annoyance to the parties to this badly-addressed correspondence and a

constant expense to the government.

In every large post office in the country a special force of clerks

is employed in doing the thinking that should have been done by

those persons addressing the miscarried letters. Moreover this think-

ing has to be done at arm's lepgth and in the dark, so to speak. The

only basis on which clerks engaged on this peculiar task can act is the

lame superscriptions of the missives.
Too often the rushing business man of to-day addressing a let-

ter to a person in his own town writes the word "City" in place of

that city's name. He thinks he has saved,time, for "City" has but

four letters and most proper names have ihore. But brevity is not

safety in this instance. Thousands of letters go astray for this reason

-and through no fault of the postal service either.

Let me illustrate this by a case in the reverse-an instande in

which the man did think to do the right thipig. A prominent Chica-

goan mailed an important letter under special delivery stamp to the

home address of a fellow citizen. Its speedy delivery was a matter

of great importance. Unlike very many correspondents he wrote

"Chicago" instead of "City" and dropped the missive into a mail box.

It fell into the gaping mouth of an unsealed "circular" envelope which

stood on edge on the bottom of the box. This envelope went to its

destination, Omaha. The man who, received it found the letter which

had by accident fallen into it. At once he remailed the letter and it

went back to Chicago. Had its sender written the word "City" in

place of Chicago it. would have been sent to the dehd letter office in

Washington-Unless thel Omaha post office officials had, by an intelli-

gent study of the Chicago directory h'it upon this city as the one

probably intended by the addressee.. -There are thousands of such in-

stances. \Consequently the only safe rule is NEVER TO USE THE

WORD "CITY" ON AN ENVELOPE.
Do post office officials take special pains to get improperly ad-

dressed letters to their destinations? Yes. Here is a fair example
of difficult deliveryv: A letter came to this office addressed simply

to "Immanuel Guippi, United States of America." The Chicago city

directory contained no such name and none similar to it. A mes-

senger was sent with the letter to the editor of the Italian newspaper
of this city. He sent back word that in Pullman was a colony of emi-

grants from the little town at which the letter had been postmarked.

Immediately the missive was forwarded to Pullman and the painstak-

ing carrier found the.man for which it was intended.
Often the address of letters from across seas give the country

but not the town of addressee. These are sent from one town to an-

other in the country until delivered. Many others give the names of

places not post offices. These tax the geographical knowledge of the

postal clerks but are quite generally delivered.

No person should mail a letter which does not bear on its corner

or its flap a "return card" giving the address of the sender.

But even this is not entirely sufficient for business purposes.

Such a "return card" should contain also a time limit as: "Return in

Five Days." Otherwise the letter, if undelivered, may be held for 30

days before return.

PREHISTORIC REMAINS.

Some Interesting Excavations Recently
Made in Bosnia.

Extensive remains of prehistoric
lake dwellings exist in the bed of the
river Save, near Dalina, in northern
Bosnia, which fall in no way behind
the better known remains in Switz-
erland, says the London Standard.
The axcavations made during the
year now ending have surpassed all
expectations in regard to the wealth
of material obtained for the Bosnian
museum, at Saravejo. Four dwell-
ing houses built on' piles--three of
which are well preserved, while one
has been buried-have been laid bare,
as well as the burying place belong-
ing to the settlement, containing a
number of finebronzesand urns. Nu-
merous products of the potter's art,
utensils of staghorn, weapons of
bronze, and iron, ornaments of bronze,
silver, gold and amber, seeds and
bones compose the chief discoveries
made so far. The results of these re-
searches have a special value, in which
they have determined the architec-
tural construction of the pile dwell-
ings with an accuracy which has sel-
dom been attainable.

One of the most valuable discover-
ies is a boat five meters long, hollowed
out of the trunk of an oak. This was
found lying nine feet below the plat-
form of a pile dwelling, and must
have lain there nearly 3.000 years.
The work of digging out this unique
object, which' can be matched in no
museum of Europe, took six days,
and was so successfully carried out
that the boat was brought uninjured
to the \Saravejo museum. The pile
dwellings of Dolina belong to two dif-
ferent periods, and were in existence
during the bronze and ' iron ages
throughout the first millennium be-
fore Christ. They were probably de-
stroyed by a sudden inundation in
the third century before Christ.

A Paradoxical Truth.

Many a man's death is due to his
struggle to acquire a living.-Chieag9
Daily News.

ROME'S RAIN OF MONUMENTS.

Many a Costly Memorial Now in Course
of Erection.

If things go at the present rate, says
the London Pall Mall Gazette's Ronie
letter, Rome will have no more need
to erect monuments herself, as they
will be provided for her. She may
now be compared to a beautiful wom-
an, whose lovrs, to outdo each other,
give her presents, one more lovely
than the other. Emperor William
opened the game with,the presenta-
tion of a ionument to Goethe, while
that to Vihtor Hugo soon followed,
and there are, serious rumors of one
to Longfellow or Hawthorne from
the American colony here. Rome her-
self wishes to erect one to Shakes-
peare. ai a compliment to England,
but there are those who consider that
it would be more appropriate to finish
first the national monument to him
who (~fd so much for theunityof the
country.

On the death of King Victor Em-
manuel in 1878. there was a nationali
movement to erect a monument to
the "Father of his country." and after
much talk the work was begun in
January. 1885. and is now, 17 years
after. only about half done. In the
first six years alone 320.000 was
spent, although the estimate for the
whole was only 360,000. and when
they began to dig the foundations
they found the hill was perforated
with gailtries full of rubbish, and also
remains of the Arxof the Capitol came
to light, so that such modifications
were necessory as to greatly add to
the cost. Then came a pause of some
years in the work, during which period
the government voted 20,000 to keep
the work already done in order. Labor
on it has now begun again, and it is
estimated, if nothing unforeseen hap-
pens, that it will be finished in 1912.

Berlin's Black Book.

Berlin's blabk book, the criminal
record kept by the police, now consists
of 37 volumes containing 21,000 pho-
bographs of criminals of all classes.

DESERT ANIMALS.

Sandy Wastes Where Various Reptiles
and Quadrupeds Thrive.

There are cold deserts and hot des-
erts, but it is in the latter that the
presence and continuance of animal
life are the more remarkable. There
are almost no places, according to the
London Spectator, -however hot the
sun or waterless the sand, where some
life does not exist, often of an unex-
pected kind. The Afghan delimita-
tion commission found thata horrible
sandy desert which had to be crossed
to reach the boundary swarmed with
large snakes: and the waterless plains
of Arizona abound in reptiles and in-
sects.

Probably the least known desert in
the world is the Gre=at Sahara. be-
cause the oases in its center are oc-
cupied by intensely hostile and war-
like tribes whose hatred of the French
is a kind of delirium. But on its
northern fringe two an imals are found
which seem specially adapted for life
in this forbidden land. They*are the
addax antelope and' Loder's gazelle.
The addax is an ugly, awkward-look-
ing animal. with -piralhornsand very
widespread hoofs, which enable it,
to go at a great pace over the sand.
Pliny knew of its existence and was
naturally interested in it. for, as
South Africa was as yet unvisited, this
was one of the few species of ante-
lope known to the ancients. It was
not. rediscovered till Ruppell found
it near Dongola. As it is rather a
large antelope, it requires a consider-
able amount of food, and the difficulty
wi:ich suggested itself"vas to discover
where it found this food.

It is now fairly certain that the ad-
dax follows tib rains which fall at cer-
tain seasons, and probably travels
vast distances in the wake of the sea-
sonal storms. The immense area of
desert in northern Africa makes this
possible. though without special
knowledge of the meteorology of that
part of the continent it would be un-
safe to assert that there is always min
going on in some part of the desert
fringe. How the addax supports it-
self in these absolutely dry intervals
is not'known. Gazelles are mainly
desert animals, but Loder's gazelle
seems to- have rather more than the
family leaning toward the lands of
thirst and sand. Another gazelle dif-
fering very little from it is quite com-
mon on the edge of the desert; but
this creature never came near the
fringe qf civilization, and it was not
till a special'expedition wasorganized
that any trustworthy tidings were ob-
tained of it. When at last it was fount
it was in a place not absolutely water-
less, for there was a well, the side,
of which were made of woven halfa
grass, somewhere in the neighborz
hood; but this water was quite inac-
cessible to the gazelles, and the des-
ert all round was long billows of roll-
in, wind-drifted •rnd

THE HARMONOGRAPH.

A Carious Instrument for a Curloup Par
pose-How One Is Made.

A harmonograph may'be briefly de- d
fined, says Pearson's Magazine, as an
instrument for registering the curves e
formed by the combined action of two a
or more pendulums. A singlependu-
lum suspended from a bearing that
permits free motion in all directions
can be made to trace a beautiful spiral t
curve, diminishing towards the cen- v
ter or point of rest. The nature and
delicacy of the spiral depends upon
the weight and length of the pendu-
lum, and upon the amount of friction,
at the point of suspension.

Suppose that from the"bob" of one
pendulum a second is hung. The mo-
tion now becomes very complicated,
because each pendulum has to adapt
itself to the other. By registering the
compromise, or composite motion, we
obtain a beautiful curve known as a
harmonogram, or harmony drawing.

There are many forms of the har-
monograph, but one can be made by
anyone possessi ng patience and a little
mechanical skill. The upper pendu-
lum is a wooden 'batten",21 inches
broad, one inch thick, and 84 inches
long, with a small platform screwed
transversely to the lower end. It
swings on what is known as a "uni-
versal joint," or one that allows the
rod to move in all directions, but not
to twist on its own axis-which would
spoil the diagrams.

From the platform of this pendu-
lum is hung a second pendulum
with a heavy weight attached. This
bearing need not be "universal;" in
fact, a weight on a chain serves well
enough for the lower element of the
harmonograph.

An important part of the apparatus
is the stylus, or pencil, for tracing te
design. An arm, swinging on the
top of a support resting on the floor,
carries the stylus,: which must-move
upward and downwards, but not side-
ways. In order to make successful
harmonograms the kwo pendulums
must be "tuned"-that is, so adjusted
that the motions of the lower bear a
definite numercal proportion to those
of the upper,

Four Aged Senators.

Four of the oldest men in the senatlr
sit side by side in seats 11,12 I3and
14. in the front row of the demoeratic
side of.the chamber=-4- r. Pettus arid
Mr. Morgan of Alabama and Mr. Cock-
rell and Mr. Vest ofMissouri Sena-
tor P'ettus in point of years is ti•i
father, of the upper house,. having
passed his eightieth birthdaey bout a
year ago.

Cabinet tanisters Come High.
A abinet officer who not very long ago

retired to private life darted to buiild up
anew his law practice. A cerporation case
was sent to him by a brother lawyer. Meet-
ing that lawyer later, the ca-cabinet minim
ter asked what he ought to charge.

"What did you think of charging ?" asked
his friend.
"Well," the reply was, "I thought a thou-

mand dollars would be about right."
"'My dear fellow," the other lawyer re-

sponded, "if you do that you will never get
another case. Ex-cabinet ministers are a
iuurry, if they are worth anything. Send a,
bill for $5,00 retaining fee and you will get
a check to-morrow. Then adjust your regu-
lar charges at your leisure."

The thing was done, with the result pre-
dicted. It is said that the gentleman in
question made in a month, as much as the
sum of his salary during his entire official
term.-K. Y. Post.

Properly Placed.
The head of a well-known shipping firm

in this country received a letter from a-mil-
lionaire Swiss banker asking him to try tq
help his son get a job in some mercantile or
shipping house, to leartn the business. The
shipping firm head shortly wrote back to the
doting parent:

"Dear Sir: Your son has arrived. I have
given him employment at my offices at five
dollars a week with others of his class. One
of these young men has just bought a $60.000
yacht and another comes to the office in an
$8,000 automobile. I think your son will
find his surroundings congenial."-N. Y.
Sun.

Rather Personal.

"This bread is stale and the eggs are old
enough to vote," said the youth in the red
vest. "Haven't you anything fresh in this
store?"

"'Yew-fresh customers," responded the
grocer's daughter.-Chicago Daily News.

Speaking of Goats.
Johnny--When does a nanny's voice

change?'
Ma-There's no change in a goat."
Pa-Not even a' scent?--Cicago Daily

News.

Looking for It.
Easterner-Did the cyclone do much damr

age to your farm?
Kansan-How can I tell till I find it?-

Columbus (O.) Journal.

Caba's First President.

Although it has been stated that the Cu-
bans are incapable of governing themselves,
yet they have selected their first president,
who is a great favorite with the people. A
favorite medicine with the American people
is Hostetter's Stomach Bitters, because it is
an ideal remedy for headache, indigestion,
dyspepsia, constipation and biliousness. It
is also an excellent miedicine for spring fever,
la grippe and malaria. Don't fail to try it,
but be sure to get the genuine.

A Failure,
Mrs. Finnigan-An' did yer husband injoy

the cilibration?
Mrs. Hogan-Nivir a bit. T'ink av all

thim whustles a-blowia', an' no wurruk to
sthop!-Judge.

Luck Vs. Brains.
Exr-Go. Upham, of Wisconsin, told a

good story of himself one day recently.
"I was once interested in two lumber

deals," he said. "I had offered a valuable
piece of property at $60,000 and at the rjame
time I was trying to buy a tract of pine
trees. While the deals were pending I ran
across a gypsy fortune teller in the woods
and I asked her to tell my fortune.

"'You will be very lucky in your deals,'
she said.
" 'That's good,' I remarked.
" "Yes,' continued the fortune teller, 'your

luck will beat your brains.' "
Gov. Upham says that the woman spoke

the truth. A few days later the syndicate
which held the option of $60,000 upon the
property he had offered at that price decided
not to accept it, and it wAs ihot long be-
fore he was able to sell the land for almost
double the amount.-Washington Post.

No Book Learning Needed.
During a school tea the other day a kind-

ly old doctor was regarding one of the
young guests with evident alarm. Undis-
mayed by the doctor's glances, the young
scholar rapidly demolished plate after plate
of bread and butter and cake. At last the
doctor could stand it -no longer. Going up
to the young rascal, he said:

"My boy, have you ever read any book
which would tell. you what to eat, what to
drink and what to avoid ?"

"Lor' bless you, sir," replied the young
gentleman, with his mouth half full of plum
cake, "I don't 'want no book. Why, I eats
all I can, I drinks all I can and I avoids
burstin'."-Indianapolis Sentinel.

Her Dear Fritend.

'"They asked me to their reception," said
the girl with the two-story pompadour,
"but it wasn't because they like me. It
was because I can sing."

"O, I'm sure you're mistaken!" said the
other girl, impulsively.--Chicago Tribune.
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Mrs. Francis Podmore, President W. C.
T. U., Saranac Lake, New York, Owes
Her Health to Lydia E. Pinkhamns Vege-
table Compound. Read Her Letter.

"DEAR MRS. PINKHAM :- For several years after my last child

was born I felt a peculiar weakness, such as I never had experienced

before, with severe pains in the ovaries and frequent headaches.

" I tried the doctor's medicines and found it money worse than

wasted. A friend who had been cured through the use of Lydia -.

Pinkham's Vegetable Compoutnd advised me to try it. I did
so, also your Sanative-Wash, and I must say I never experienced
such relief before. Within six weeks I was like another woman. I

felt young and strong and happy once more.

"This is several years ago, but Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable
Compound is my only medicine. If I ever feel bad or tired a f4e
doses brings instant relief"--MRs. FRANcIs PoDMORao

$5000 FORFE• t IF THE ABOVE LETTER IS NOT GENWINE.

When women are" troubled with irregular, suppressed or painful
nmenstruktion, Weakness, leuorrh(a displeeeent or ulcerationofl the
womb, that bearing-down feeling, f mm on of the ovaries, backache,
bloating'(or flatulence), general debility, indigestion, and nervous • tros
tration, or are beset with such symptoms as dizziness, faintness, iassitude,
excitability irritability, nervousness, sleeplessness, melancholy, al-
gone" and "want-to-be-leeft-alone `feelings, blues and: ltpelssness;,
they should remember there is one tried and true remedy. Lydia 1.
Pinkham's Vegetable Compounsd at once removes such troubles•
Refuse to buy any other medicine, for you need the best.
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