SUPPLEMENT TO THE ST. LANDRY CLARION.

Read what the Creat Southern Daily, The New Orleans Picayune, had to say about Opelousas in its issue of March 3, 1907.

OPELOUSAS IS FAST BECOMING A GREAT CITY.

OPELOUSAS TRANSFORMED FROM A
TOWN TO A THRIVING METROPOLIS.

The Capital of St. Landry Parish Has Been Made
an Important Railroad Center.

The Building of New Railway Lines Has Awakened the People

and Attracted Hundreds of People From Other Sections of

t1e Country—Facts About the Growth of Upelousas.

Opelousas, La., March 2. —Richand
elegant in those days of long ago,
Opelousas, whose early history 1is
replete with dramatic traditlons, is
to-day fast becoming a progressive
eity, and its future Is well assured,
from the fact that its people have
all those necessary atiractions that
invite immigrants.

One year ago Opelousas was con-
sidered a town. To-day it is a eity.
The citizens have proven to the Gov-
ernor that they would boild and
maintain  Opelousas as a growing
el the matter of announcing and
proclaiming it such according 4]
an sfct of the Legislature having
taken place only one year zgo, and
since that time the citizens, real-
izing the importance of making 1t
what it should be, namely, a first-
class city, immediately got together
and, by thelr united efforts, have
gecomplished much in the way of
improvements.

The schonls are keeping apace
with the growing population. The
Immaculate Conception Catholie
School has recently moved into new
quarters, an attractive two-story
bullding having been erected to ac-
commodate the inprreased attend-
ance, The public schools have been
somewhat congested, and a move-
ment iz now under consideration to
erect a primary school in the south-
ern portion of the town. The move-
ment has met with universal ap-
proval. There is alsp a movement
on the part of the progressive citi-
zens of Opelousas to build and main-
taly a State normal school, similar
to the one in Natchltoches. The
city proposes to zive a plot of
ground, seven and one-half acres,

Opelousas may be shown by the
fact that ten mnew residences are
now under praca=s of construction.
During the past vear more than fifty
smaller houses and cabins have been
built. There are fority-five new
residences in the town which would
do justice to a town of 20,000, Many
barren prairies and open fields have
been converted into desirable resi-
dence 1ots,

With 103 blocks of paved side-
walks, comprising 80,000 feet, at a
eoat of $51,000, Opelousas may well
boast of as many paved sidewalks
as any other town of the same
population in the South., Bids are
being considered for the paving of
ten additional blocks of sidewalks,
and also for the paving of sixteen
street Dblocks.

Cpelousas owns its own  electric
light and water plant, and the cost
to the consumer is much less than
may be found in many other towns,
the cost being only  about four-
tenths of a cent per hour, with lamp
renewsls free. The plant at present
is furnishing light to the extent of
4,000 incandescent and 74 arc lights,
and Jduring the =ummer this same
plant supplies over 100 fans, The
cost of the plant was §50,000, and it
is self-sustaining, even though the
charges for light are exceedingly
small. The street lights and water
service for munieipal wants are
supplied free of charge Ly the Com-
pany, Owing to the rapid growth of
the eity, a contract has been let
for the laying of 4,000 feet of water
main, and eight more fire hydranis
are to be put in. The material for
this work has been received and
work will begin immediately. The
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Masonic Temple, Opelousas, La.

tell, and his brother, Dr. H, M.-Lit-
tell, are arranging to equip offices
over the mnew Opelousas National
| Bank for the verforming of surgi-
cal operations. It is their purpose

The Depot of the Opelousas, Gulf and

The building cost $5,300.

Northeastern Railroad atOpelousag, La.

in what is known as the Coldrado
Southern Addition, and a bonus of
$125,000 for such an institute, be-
lieving that Louisiana is badly In
need of another State normal, and
the citizens further belleve that
they have the town and proper sur-
roundings for such a school.

A square of ground has been do-
nated to the City Council by a lov-
able and charitable woman, Mra. E.
B. Comeau, and still more in the
apirit of giving, the achitects, bulld-
ers and lumbermen have offered their
material and services to erset the
Primary BSchool without proflt te
themselves.

Some of the many signs of activ-
ity now going on in and around

demand for additional Hghts has| to have effices with all the neces-
been so great that it is deemed | sary Instruments and appliances ob-

necessary to enlarge  the
plant, the cnst to be in the neigh-
borhood of $20,000. The water sup-
ply is being increased by the boring
of another artesian well, which, it
is expected, will be completed short-
iy. The revenue to the city from
the light and water plant averages
about $1,200 per month,

The assessed value of the city of
Opelousas is $1,110,600. The muni-
cipal tax, including special taxes,
is only 12 mills. Opelousas has been
divided into four wards, with a regls-
tered vote of 425. The police force
of the city is ample and efficient.

The present Mayor, Dr. B. A. Lit-

present |

tainabie, which long-felt want would
indicate that in future medlcal re-
lief will be obtainable in cass of
seripus accidents.

Opelousas supports three finanecial
institutions, namely, the 5t Landry
State National Bank, the Opelousas
National and the Peoples State Bank,
whnosae total deposits exceed $1,000.-
a0

The marked activity in rallroad
construction in southwest Louisiana
haz Leen a matter of great impor-
| tance to Opelousas and the surround-
| ing country. During the past year
| two railroads have been built inte
| the ecity. The Colorado Southern,

R

New Opelousas National Bank Building, Opelousas, La.

New Orleans and Pacific tracks are
now completed as far east as Port
Barres. The Opelousas, Gulf and
Northeastern tracks were laigd as far
as Opelousas during the month of
February 3

On March 1 it was expected to
have a bhig celebration in honor of
the opening of the new road be-
tween Opelousas and Melville, a dis-
tance of twenty-threa miles, but on
account of the continued rains the

F. H. LEWIS,
Founder  Opelousas.  Gulf and Northeastern
Railroad.

of the ploneers of the town, through
whose effris the road was rushed
to completion.

The incoming of this road and the
general aciivity in railroad build-
celebration has Dbeen postponed un-
til some future date. Regular trains
will be run on the Opelousas and
Gulf within the next two monthas.
The founder of the road is the Hon.
Thomas H. Lewis, of Opelousas, one
ing in thia vicinity have been an
ineentive to the citizens to establish
factories. TLast week a bonus of
33,000 was offered and acrepted by
P. A. Rutledge and associates for
the establishmant of s lumber mill
of 40,000 feet daily capacity, to cost
$40,000 minimum, for the manufac-
ture of hard wood. The Compeny
haz purchased & supply of timber
in the vicinity of Opelousas that
will enable them to run their mill
for a period of eight years, and It
is expected that work will com-
mence on the new plant in about
ten days. The Company will employ
in the neighborhood of 100 men, and
will spend $100,000 per year in labor
and supplies. It is stated that the
plant can be In readiness within
four ‘meonths, Mr. Rutledge is at
present communicating with parties
from the North, who are desiring to
find a suitable location for the fol-
lowing industries, mamely, a furni-
ture factory, a slack cooperage fac-
tory and & hox factory.

The City Market of Opelousas Is
classed as one of the best fn the
State. Tt is well screened and
equipped with the latest modern
refrigerators, marble slab counters,
nickel-plated scales and, upon the
whole, presents a sanitary appear-
ance. The beef supply of the town
is of the best quality.

A mew enterprise that has recent-
iy been established is a plant for
the manufacture of eoncrete blocks,
which enterprise has been very suc-
cessful. Quite a number of fine
residences have been erected from
blocks made at this factory, and
geveral store fronts have been made
attraective by these concrate blocks.
| Thus goes merrily on the work of

| patronizing home industry.
|  The new Lacombe Hotel is now

an assured fact. The contract for
the erection of a modern three-siory,
forty-room building  has been let,
and it is expected that work wliil
begin in the next thirty days This
much-needed hotel will cost $50,000.
A glance at the number of guests
registered at the Lacombe Hotel dur-
ing January, 1906, and the number
registered in January, 1807, indicate
an increase of 216 guests. The old
Lacombe Hotel is one of the land-
marks of the town, Remarkable as
it may seem, it has been a hotel for
115 years.

The Opelousas Courier has the dis-
tinction of being one of the oldest
weekly pnewspapers in the State. It
was founded in 1852, The St. Lan-
dry Clarion, of more recent origin,
is fast forging to the front as a
weekly newspaper of merit. In the

The Federal Building, Qpelousas, La.

February issue of the TLwocal Pub-
lisher, published by the American
Newspaper Union, of Birmingham,
Alabama, the following compliment
was paid the Clarion: “The St. Lan-
dry (La.) Clarion is without doubt
one of the best edited and printed!
weeklies in the whole South.™
Opelousas is claiming the beat
baseball elub  in  the Gulf Coast

best soil. All things considered, if
you were fo accept 2 tract of land
in the United States best adapted to
a wide range of farm crops and
fruits and to their profitable produec-
tion, It is doubtful if anything su-
perior to this could be found.” Ope-
lousas, the parish meat of this
vast area of fertile aoll, ranks to-
day as one of tha largest cotton cen-

Is undsrstood will construct a belt
road, or will offer the right of way
to the Progressive League. The de-
tafls as vet have not been fully de-
cided upon, but it is belleved that the
plan will be to have a bhelt road
owned and operated by local people,

| v, H. Habille is arranging to erect

a saw mill within the next three
months in the elty limits. The mill

AT

J. B. SANDOZ, BUILDING.

First Three-Story Building in Opelousas, La.

Leagne. Manager FEdmunds  has

“signed his playvers and will open the

season on April 24, at which time
the season will begin In earnest.
The Elks have recently purchased
from F. M. Weleh, at a cost of $3,000,
the building at the corner of Main
and Bellevue Streets, known as the
City Hotel. The local Eiks have a
membership at present of eighty.
Itegarding the soil of Bt. Landry
Parish, Prof. Knapp, Special Agent
of the United States Agricultural
Department, haa this 1o say: "The
goil in general may be classed as
rich c¢lay loam; some possess more
glay, and some verge towards sandy
loam,; but they are all considered the

ters in the State

TLike all of that country in south-
western Louisiana known as the
“Land of Evangeline,” beautiful
Opelousas in climate is unsurpassed
anywhere for efther health or com-
fort.

The actlvity of the real estate mar-
ket in Opelousas during the past year
has been remarkable. Deals to the
amount of $500,000 have taken place
in that length of tima. Within the
past week Messrs, L. E. Lictle, J. G.
Lawler and V. H. Sabllle purchased
110 acres of desirabie land in and
adjoining the city and have secured
a right of way connecting aill three
railroada entering Opelousas, and it

will have a daily capacity of 30,000
feet.

The most striking evidence of the
rapid growth of Opelousas may be
shown by the large increase in popu-
lation during the past six years.
With a population of 2,900 in 1900
the city now clalms a population of
6,007

A »ite for the depot of the Colorado
Southern has recently been decided
wpoh by the officials of the road. The
building will be erected at the cor-
ner of Unlon and Chaney Streets and
it 12 believed that the depot will cost
in the neighborhood of $10.000.

W. F. BLACK,
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