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EUTS OUT TELEGRAPH
AND PHONE SERVICE

Sheriff Swords and Police Jury Have Falling
Out Over this Service.

LIMITS OFFICER TO $3 PEli
Month, and He Issues Letter to the People

Notifying them That Henceforth All

Messages Must Be Prepaid.

There should be a reconcilation be-
tween the Police Juory of the parish
of St. Landry and Sheriff Marion L.
Swores-there should be an under-
standing between them by which a
service that is absolutely essential to
the public good, to society and to
life, is restored.

There is now no public telephone
and telegraph service with theSheriff's
office. Who is to blame, the Sheriff or
the Police Jury, the Clarion is not
prepared to say.

But that the service should be re-
stored, every citizen should be insist-
ent upon.

It seems to be a mutual falling out.
The gentlemen of the Police Jury

have the interest of the parish, at
heart-they are there to conserve
the public good. It is their duty to
see that the very best service is
given.

The Sheriff should meet the Police
Jury "half way" in reachiug an agree-
ment, because it is his duty to render
the most efficient service possible in
the discharge of his official duty.
This, however, he can not do without
the cooperation of the other depart-
ments of the parochial government.

Both the Sheriff and the Police
Jury should see, however, that the
public does not suffer.

Sheriff's Swords' letter to the pub-
lic is as follows:

"Opelousas, La., June 13, 1910.
"To the Public:

"The Police Jury having served
notice on me that that body limited
me as Sheriff to the sum of three
dollars per month for all telegraph
'and telephone service, I deem it my
duty to notify the public that I have
cut off all telegraph and telephone
service.

"It is very necessary to have a
telephone in the Sheriff's office for
the Police Jury, the Court and the
Assessor's offlice-and they all use it.
The criminal and civil business de-
mand it.

"It is necessary to have a tele-
phone at my dwelling, as I could
hardly be expected to move my bed
in the Sheriff's office in order to hear
calls in case of rape, murder, arson,
railroad wrecks, and various other
crimes that occur. Sometimes I am
kept up for hours at night 'attending
to criminal matters, not only for this
parish, but this and other States.
Most of my big catches are made
over the telephone and telegraph.

"A telephone is necessary at the
jail, so that the prisoners may ring
up the Sheriff, the Marshal, or others,
in case of jail breaking, insurrection,
fire or other things demanding im-
mediate attention at the jail.

"The taking out of the telephone
does away with the arrangement
made with the Sibille lines through-
out the parish. If my private
messages get mixed in it, it is easy
to call the Sheriff's office, only a door
away, to rectify it.

"I do not wish to be arbitrary, but
I want to be shown whether I have to
bear this burden or not. Some of
the Police Jurors seem to have no
confidence in me, and candor compels
me to say I have little in some of
them.

"Communications to me must be
prepaid by the sender.

"M. L. SWORDS."

WILL RENEW ACTIVITY.

Mr. Lacombe Says He Will Organize Homestead
Association Sometime in August.

Mr. A. L. Lacombe, recently re-
turned from dry ducking at some re-
sort, and by the way who looks as
fresh as a babe and handsome as
Apollo, tells us that he will renew
activity in the line of organizing the
Opelousas homestead and loan asso-
ciation at once, and that he expects
to have it ready for organization
sometime ib August, and ready for
the collection, during tbat month.

He had it well under way when he
left, and those who are so far asso-
ciated with him in the enterprise, as
well as others whc are anxious to
join, are importuning him to get to
work again, which courze he has con-
cluded to take.

There is no question of the need of
such an institution here, and there is
no question as to the profits to the
membership.

Mr. P. Mistric left for Spring Hill,
Ala.1 to attend the graduation of his
on Mr. Oscar Mistric.

LONG WAVE THE FLAG
OF NEW EVANGELINE

Governor Sanders Signs Act Creating It With Gold
Pen Presented by Dr. Vidrine ofI Mamou.

Baton Rouge, June 16.
Raymond Breaux, Clarion,

Opelousas.
Bill creating Evangeline

parish signed by the Gov-
ernor this morning with
gold pen presented to him
for the occasion by Dr.
Jules Vidrine, of Mamou.

L. LAZARO.

This message tells a story of peace
that should please every citizen of St.
Landry and-- Evangeline.

It tells that every section of the
territory constituting the present
Empire Parish of St. Landry are re-
united, are now the same as of yore,
before this troublnusquestion of par-
ish division stirred up strife and made
warring camps of us--of us who had
lived as brothers for so very, very
long.

It tells of the fact that the last
section to oppose the agreement by
which we are all to belong to the
same family, although living in differ-
ent households, has consented to pet
the dove of peace and bid it thrive.

"With 'a gold pen presented by Dr.
Jules Vidrine of Mamoul" That tells
it, because Dr. Vidrine is from Ma-
mou, and Mamou was against the
compromise by which Evangeline
was created, and threatened to take

FRISCO'S AiENT TALKS
TO ST., LANRY

FARMERS,
Tells of the Gtreatness of Tbis

Sectis, And oeiare aterest
of His Road In It.

Mr. F. S. White, Commissioner of
Agriculture and Horticulture of the
Frisco railroad system, gave -several
interesting lectures to farmers and
business men of Opeloueas and, vici-
nity Friday and Saturday.

His best meeting was Saturday
evening, when he spoke on the court-
house square to quite a crowd.

Specimens of wheat, corn, peaches,
peanuts, millet, and other pro-
ducts of this soil, had been displayed
on the railing of the platform and
Mr. White was well pleased at their
excellent quality.
He told the people here that the

Frisco was determined to make a
garden spot of this section, of this
entire Southwest Louisiana. "Why,
friends, you don't know the wealth
you are sleeping on-this country is
bound to attract the eye of the im-
migrant farmer and of the business
man as soon as they see it," said Mr.
White.

He told of a hall where exhibits
from every country in the United
States would be displayed, that the
Frisco would establish in St. Louis,
and urged the farmers of St. Landry
to prepare products of the soil here
and have them ready for exhibition
in this hall. He said these would be
transported to St. Louis free by his
road.
Mr. White will return at an early

date.

THREE ARE "OVER THEl
LINE" IN CLARION

FREE TRIP
CONTEST

Misses Lassalle and Cahanin of

Opelousas and Dardeau of

Sunset Are Now Fighting
for $20 Prize.

Monday is the last day of the Clar-
ion Free Trip Contest, and three

young ladies have already won a
trip.

The fight now is for the $20 gold
piece, and until Monday evening it
will be a lively one. Misses Clothilde
Lassalle and Lee Cabanin of Opelou-
sas and Rita Dardeau of Sunset are
those who are now winners and who
are contesting for the gold prize.

Miss Rita Dardean, although third
in the vote as appears in another
part of this paper, is really first, a
big batch qf subscribers juist received
giving her the lead.

The contest will close at 6'clock
sharp Monday evening. and contest-
ants are r equested to have their
votes in br tht e. .

the matter to court. If Dr. Vidrine
presented the gold pen with whichthe Governor' signed the bill, he un-
questionably represented the senti-
ment of the people of the Mamou
section, of which he is one of its most
prominent citizens.

Now Opelousas, Ville Platte, Eu-
nice and Mamou are contended, and
Evangeline is born.

Long live Evangeline!
The act creating Evangeline parish

will take effect on January 1st next.
A mass-meeting will be held in

Ville Platte to-morrow to recommend
to the Governor names for apoint-
ment as Police Jurors. There will be
five Police Jurors, who will form what
may be termed a provisional govern-
ment, and will organize the parish.

A primary election for parochial
officers will be held sometime in No-
vember-perhaps at the same time
as the Congressional primary-for
the nomination of all officers.

There are two avowed candidates
for Sheriff, Representatives Wm.
Clark and Paulin L. Fontenot.

Hon. L. J. Dossmann will be, his
friends say, the next Clerk of Court
of Evangeline without opposition. It
is greatly due to his untiring work,
and his standing in State affairs, that
Evangeline is now a parish, and the

people of the 'new parish recognize
this fact and are anxious to reward

him.

THE JUVENILE LAW.
Calicssla Shows Where It Has aone lore

Barn than oead...Thlnks Legislature
Should Amend.

While there is doubtless need for
a juvenile law shaped on the princi-
ples of the present one, it is equally
certain that there is a flaw in the one
now in force that -itrttld theremiediet.

It has worked incalculable harm in
the country parishes and towns, be-
cause it gives license to the young
t boys criminally inclined to steal and
fight and even murder, because they
are immune from punishment by the
fact that the country is provided with
neither a separate jail or a place for
their reform, as the law contemplates.

In Opelousas, until the probate of-
ficer, Mr. D. Durio, disregarded the
strict letter of the law and went to
"tanning" young negro bucks who
misbehaved, things had become real
desperate, because these young
negroes knew of the law, and knew
that they could not be punished.

Things are much better now, thanks
to "Uncle" Mel.

On this point the following from
the charge of Judge Overton, de-
livered in Lake Charles Monday, is

Wapropos:
"While appreciating fully that the

judicial department of the State is
entirely distinct from the legislative
department and that one should not
, interfere with the other, yet keeping
this in mind, I think f may with pro-
priety say that what is generally
known as the juvenile law is doing in
this parish more harm than good.SThis is so because there are no ade-

quate means of enforcing it provided
by the State. The police jury has
given some relief by permitting the

poor farm to be used as a place of
confinement for delinquent boys. The
mere providing of a place there for
Sboys criminally inclined has had a
salutary effect, I think. The GeneralSAssembly has taken up this matter,
and it is hoped that adequate relief
will be granted."

EDDIE FISETTE COMMITS
SUICIDE NEAR

GH1ICOT.
Eddie Fisette, 50 years of age,

living near Chicot, shot the top of
his head off with a single-barrel shot-
gun Tuesday night.

Mental aberration, caused by grief
over the death of his aged mother, is
supposed to have been the cause.

It is said that he had not been
"right" for some time, and wha4 his
old mother, whom he idolized, died, he
became despondent, wishing for some-
one to kill him, and saying that some-
one would kill him.

Tuesday night he took a single-
barrel shotgun and went in the field,
and putting the weapon to his fore-
head, discharged it with a stick.
Neighbors heard the shot, and sn-
spected what had happened, but were
afraid to go to him. His body was
not taken up until next morning.

He presented a horrible sight. The
entire top of his head had been blown
off.

-.I. I

MORE RAILROADS FOR I
ST. LANDRY PARISH

Four Now In Contemplation,TwoOt Which are '

Assured,Among them.

TPE BIi SANTE FE LINE 1
Southern Pacific Extension, 0. Gee Extension, I

and the AvTelles, Palmetto & inlf
the Others.

Four new railroads are now in pro-
cess of incubation, with good hatch-
ing prospects, for St. Landry parish.

The great trunk line, the G. C. & S.
F., known as the Sante Fe, will con-
tinue its line from Oakdale, where it
is now stopped, on to New Orleans.
It will go through Ville. Platte, and
probably through Opelousas, on its
way to the big port.

It is given out that the Southern
Pacific will extend its Arnaudville'
branch to Ville Platte, going through
Washington on its way to the capital
of Evangeline. d

The Texrs & Pacific has a similar
idea-the extension of a branch' of its
0. Gee to Ville Platte, there making
connection with the East & West, al-
so owned by the Texas & Pacific.

The Avoyelles, Palmetto & Gulf, to
run from some point in St. LIandry to
Marksville, and eventually to Natchez,
Miss., will it is certain be built, the
question now being whether Port Bar-
re or Opelousas will be the terminal.

Two of these roads are assured.
About three years ago the Sinte

Fe stopped the construction of their
road, which was admitedly destined
to go into the port of New Orleans;
at Oakdale, Calcasieu parish. Rumors
of resumption of construction have
been periodically plentiful, but these
mrudors were not due to any effort of.
the road to create them. It was
known, however, that' the day was
not far when it would make its way
on to New Orleans--and it appears
that day has arrived. Last week the
people of Ville Platte received a com-
munication from head officials asking
for a conference, telling them that
the Sante Fe wanted to pass through
Ville Platte on its way to New Or-
leans. '•T T6o4 erence will be held
in New Orleans or Baton' Ridtm 't
an early date.

While Opelousas is on an almost
direct line from Oakdale to New Or-
leans, and notwithstanding that it
would seem the logical point to pass
on a standpoint of traffic, it is by no
means certain that it will traverse
this city, although it is more than
probable that it will. It will depend
greatly on the exertions of the citi-
sees of the city, Trunk lines, unlike
branches, -are. iinclined to take
"straight shoots," time being their
main object. The building of, this
road through Opelousas would give
this city the road to the west it has
so long wished for; and our people'will
doubtless "go after it" with a vim.
The fact that a survey of the route
has been made and rights-of-way ob-
tained which could be turned over to
the Sante Fe *ecured by the Opelou-
sas people will doubtless be an
inducement for it to pass through
this city.

An officer of the Avoyelles, Palmet-
to & Gulf, who has just returned
from New Orleans, where he had
gone to see the people who are to
build the road, reports that there is
no question that the road will becon-
structed, and further that some of
those who had been sticklers for Port
Barre were now willing to assure the
people of Opelousas that if a tax was
voted, the road would come to Ope-
lousas. This is good news, and our
people should take? immediate advan-
tage of it.

There seems to be a rivalry, be-
tween the Texas & Pacific and the
Southern Pacific as to which road
will come to Ville Platte from ?ort
Barre, via Washington, or the Schell
ceanal. The Texas & Pacific made the) first mofe in that direction, but it

was quickly followed by the Southern
Pacific, and the latter now seem more
active and determined in the matter.

Verily, all these th;ngs sound good
to us.

Mr. Levy Entertains.
Mr. and Mrs. Simon Levy, acknow-

ledged premiers as host and hostess,

entertained a party of friends at
their manificent Rose Plantation, near
Grand Cotean, on last Sunday, the
occasion being the anniversary of the
first year of their married life, the
SCotton Anniversary.

The beautiful dining room was ele-
gantly decorated, and the table, to
nuse an entirely original expression,
"groaned with good things to eat."
SThe general aspect reminded one of a
Swedding feast-and they are as happy

as on the day they were married, this
Scouple.

The guests present were: Mr. and
Mrs. E. J. Guilbeau, of Sunset; Mr.
Iand Mrs. Armand Andras, of Caren-

cro; Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Andrus, and
Mr. and Mrs. C. Smith, of Opeloausas;
Mr. Frank Barry, Mrs. Dora Barr,
j Mi. Mwae Wchard.

FLAG DAY IS CELE-
BRATED BY LOCAL ELKSI

"The American Flag Is A Mlatle of Charity," I
and the Elks Envelop Themselves In Its Folds

VERY IMPRESSIVE EXERCISES
1on. Austin L Fontenoet, and Hon. R. Lee Gar.-

land the Speakers of the Evening...A
large Crowd.

Exalted Ruler: The purpose
of this service is to honor our
country's flag, to celebrate the
anniversary of its birth, and to
signalize the .achievements
wrought beneath its folds. It
is eminently appropriate that
such 'a service should be per-
formed by the order of Elks,
an organization distinctively
American, intensely patriotic,
and without a counterpart in
any other land.

The above, the first- words of the
Exalted Ruler of the Behevolent and
Protective Order of Elks, on evening
the Flag Day Anniversary exercises,
explains the object of the service
"held at the Band Auditorium on last
Tuesday night, by the local order of
Elks.

The Elks, in the exercises, speak of
Old Glory as the mantle of Charity,
an emblem of .Justice,' a token ofi
Brotherly Love, a symbol of Fidelity.

The introductory excrcises were
deeply impressive, and. the orations
were' inspiring.. The hall was well
filled with an appreciative audience,
and the evening withal was a most
pleasing one.

The program rendered: was as folb
lowa:
1: Song, "America"_ .....:., Chorus
2. Introductory' Exercises....

Exalted Ruler and ige Offcers
3. Prayer...'Bro. H. 1U. Callahan,

C. haplain
4. Oration ....... Bro. R. Lee Garland
5. Piano .Duet-Selection from

Rigolettol.... Mrs. Albert De-.
jean, Miss Alipe . eazie

6. Fla Record ...,... os. HaI
. -Altar, Service,.:.: E ire and

8. Elk's Tribute to the lag....
Bro. L. Austin Fontenot

10. Song, "I want to see. the old
home"....... .....Elk's Quartette

12. 'Song, "Meet me to-night in
dreamland":...... ....Miss Marie

Meginley and Chopts
13. Benediction. ..............Rev, May

Refreshments served for thirty
minutes with music by 0. M. A.
Orchestra.

"LET THE RAILROAD DO
IT," SAY OWNERS OF

USELESS STOKI.
Railroads Complain that Use-

less Stock Is Driven Within
Fence to be Killed.

There is much complaint by rail-
road officials *on the score that
stock that is useless by
reason of sickness or age is driven
within the fences enclosing the rail-
road property, so that they will be
killed by the trains, and the owners
receive handsome damages from the
railroads.

The O. Gee, says Superintendent
Flanders, has been a victim of this
practice to the extent of about $6000
since it has been running.

One fellow in Acadia parish was
caught in the act, and Major Flanders
expects to catch others. From here
to Melville much of this has been
done, the train on Tuesday being de-
layed thirty minutes on account of
having to stop so often driving cattle
from the track, Some are so poor
and near death that the trainmen
have to get down and push them off.
But whenever one of these is killed,
it is a $100 Jersey cow, or a thoroug-
bred horse, according to the owner.

This nefarious business is carried
on mostly by tenants. "If this thing
continues," says Mr. Flanders, "we
will either have to break down our
fences or change the schedule so that,
we will barely crawl along. The
fence now is really a drawback, in-
stead of a protection, as the cattle
are put within the enclosure, and are
more apt to be struck, being unable
to run any further than the fence,
when they often turn back and are
struck."

This practice is not only unfair to
the railroad, but itis beastly inhuman-
ity, and a person who will lead a poor
dumb brute to be slaughtered by a
train will commit any , rime n the
calendar.

Barn, on June 9th, to Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph LSees, ,girl.

PROGRESSIVE LEAhUE
IS RE8ORANIZED

Dr. A. J. Derelor the President, and C. Percy
Dunabar the Secretary.

WAS .A ROIUSIN-i MEETIN5
Free Mall Delivery and A Magnanimous

Proposition from the Frisco Were Prime
Objects of Discuslesion.

The Opelousas Progressive League
is once more on working footing,
permanently so, we trust.

The meeting held at the courthouse
Monday night was well attended, and
all seemed imbued with the necessity
of strong and continued organization.

Two questions were passed upon
by the rejuvenated League; questions
of prime importance: These were
the securing of free mail delivery,
and the consideration of a communi-
cation from Mr. D. L.' Guilbean, at-
torney of the Frisco, or Colorado
Southern, New Orleans & Pacific rail-
road, in which the attorney expressed
it as his opinion that the road would
abandon the sit now pending invol-
ing 5,0 voted as a tax by the
city of Opelosa, provided that this
tax money sho•ld be used: for the
building of a sewerage, .stem and
other municipal improvements. The
tax is now in litigaton, on account.
of the road :not running tra*l or
finishing its rd in thetime speci-
aid. It was the Ialmost unanimous
sent ent 'that wbile thl road was
delayed sometime, it .u m orally, if
not legally, entitled to t tar money;

:and that its offer to tun it over to
the city for public improvemets was
a iagnaaimous set and greatly ap-
preciated. A committee willl be ap-

phases of thei matter, bt the prop-
osition is vitually ape, as it
should be. It isbelieved that an
section will be held, and the tax now
oted in the O jlorado Southern,

voted to pabli , inprovements.
The other provpes that the people

of the city buy sen six hundred dol-

tim and July ; for the purpose
,of placing Opelousa i' th ee mail

e made . free delivetry ofie, and itis estimated that $wi0 is t theamount needed to put Opelunuas In
that clase next July. 4 committee
of four, con isting of .S. Isacks, A.
H. Garland, John i : Harmanson and
C. F. Afln, was appointed to solicit
among the people of the city the pur-
chasing of stamps. "Staemps are as
good as rreenbacks," said one of the
speakers "and there should be no
trouble in getting our people to buy
stamps in advanto e, thereby getting a
handsome interest, because the in-
stallation of free, nila delivery helps
the eatire ecommnity.",

*Dr. A. J. Bercier ..was elected
President,"W. J. Sandoz vice-presi-
dent, R. Percy secretary and G. H.
Cretin treasurer, with the following
Board of Directors:

Dr. A. J. Bercier, C. P. Dunbar, J.
G. Lawler, Ben Riseman. Geo. B.t
Cooke, M Winsberg, Aaron Jacobe,
J. J. Healey, Austin L. Fontenot, W.
J. Sandoe, Jd W. Lewis, J. A. Budd,
J. T. St Cyr, L. S. !sacks, R. Morn-
hinveg, Dr. J. A. Shaw, L. L. Danel.

Mr. John W. Lewis was appointed
as a committee of one to secure for

Sthis city the next lawyer's convention,
which convokes on the 11th of July,
1 l. An invitation was extended
Ito the third and fourth class post-

masters to meet here in July, 1911.
The meeting was the best held in

many years.
Mr. Guilbesan's proposition con-

cerning the transfer of the Colorado
Sounthern tax to manicipal improve-
ment is as follows:
"To the Progressive Le'gue of the

City of Opelonsas.
"Through you, as alsoe through the

Mayor and Board ofAldermen of this
City, I desire to submit do the people
of this city the following proposition:

"If the people of this city will, in
such manner as may be proper, agree
to a continuance of the levy and col-
lection of the tax voted a few years
ago in favor of the Colorado South-
ern, New Orleans and Pacific R. R.
Co., I feel reasonably certain that said

Scompany will ab'andon any and all
rigwht it may have to the fuands
yielded by said tax, provided the
sum be eused by the city for the in-
stallation of a municipal sewerage
plant; and provided further that such.
sum as may be yielded by said tax in
excess of the amount necessary for
the sewerage plant be used by the
city for improving its light and water

l"If this proposition be important
enough, and with a view of determin-
I ing whether such arrangements can
be effooted a asalso theen or the
method to be employed,- I wouldM: ag-
gest the appointmen.t of: a .committee
1of fiveoltisens, three of whom la my
opinio..hould ha lswyasL I am, of
course, not satherla*t cometh the
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