
IOPS ARE INJUREll
BY CONTINUAL RAINS

Sgrrounding Country Suffers

Very Much From Daily
Downpours

The rain which has been comn-
ing down in torrents for the last
week or so has practically de-
moralized business in this sec-
tion of Louisiana, The portion
of the cotton crop which had not
been harvested, before the rainy
spell came upon the farmers of
St. Landry. has practically been
destroyed, whilst the rice crop
has been injured to a great ex-
tent.

It is said that in some of the
large rice fields of this parish
the rice which is in stacks had
to be watched carefully lest the
water would carry the stacks
away.

The country roads have been
flooded for various times, during
the last week, and, it is said,
that'in one or two of the main
t1 roughfares of the parish, one
w~ildhave almost had to swim
his horse to get across the water.
The roads west of Opelousas, it
issaid are subjected to floods,
and, these have gotten their

shar of the water this time, be-
ing covered for distances vary-
ing •p to nearly one mile with
se*1ral inches of water.

The streets of this city, whilst
they were literally converted in-
to ponds, are not as bad as could
be expected. The fact that it
has been raining, almost, inces-
santly, for the last week, les-
sees the traffic to a certain ex-
tent, and renders the mud soft
and mushy, But in a few days
from now they will practically
be impassable at places.

With the outlook of the crop
exceptionally bright, in the be-
ginming of the season, the farm-
ers of St. Landry felt confident
that a large crop would be yield-
ed, but it is estimated that the

tcrp will probably fall abort of
the 1907 crop, which was the
smallest in a number of years.
Business in the towns of the
orish has, been. .the slack

sice the ran start& ud ther
is little hope for it to increase
for a few days to come.

Nevertheless the people of
this section of Louisiana are
blissed compared to those living
around Lake Charles and other
cities of Southwest Louisiana,
where water is coming into the
towns. In Lake Charles the
electric light plant was put out
of commission, on account -of
being flooded, the street car ser-
vice was stopped, the city placed
in darkness and all but the
Southern Pacific, out of the va-
rious railroads coming into the
city, compelled to cease operat-
ing. The Calcasieu river is run-
ning over its banks, and for the
first time in its history the City
of Lake Charles is almost all un-
der water. In Crowley, it is
said, the water is bad, but it is
expected that every thing will
be in tip-top shape within the
next few days.

With rain predicted for a few
days more the surrounding coun-
try will be a veritable lake, but
the water would hardly come up

inito the business and residential
districts, with the exception of

the Northern end of the city.

PROGRESSIVE LEAiUE
MEETIN POSTPONED

Election of Officers To Be Held
On Oct. 13-The Public

Is Invited

The local Progressive League
odid not hold a meeting on last
lMonday night, as was intended,
on account of a quorum not be-
ing present. The weather has
been in such an inclement state,
for the last week or ten days,
that it is difficult for the citizens
of Opelousas to attend to their
business, much less attend a
meeting, when it can be post-
poned. Consequently President
Lorenzo Mornhinveg has decided
to hold the meeting on Monday

SOctober 13.
program, which was to be

followed at last Monday night's
meeting, will be the same at the
coming meeting. The election
of officers will be held, and it is
stated that an entire change of
olicers will be made from the
president down, although many
friends of the present head of
the League would like to see him
hold down the same job for the
ensuing year.

The League is in such a finan-
ial fix, that it is impossible to

send out notices of the meeting,
(continued on page 4)

AN UNJUST CHARGE
AG(AINo DUBUISSON

Political Enemies Of ational Biant President

Circulating False Rumor That Bankers Will
Pack Convention.

A report has been circulated
for the past two weeks both on
the streets and in private argn-
ments, to the effect that the Ad-
ministration leaders fear that an
attempt is being made by the
State banking interests to "pack"
the approaching Constitutional
Convention with bank officials.
It has been openly insinuated
that the banks have a scheme by
which-they wish to turn theCon-
vention to their financial profit.

The particular charge made,
so far as we can find, is that the
banks anvocate liquidating the
State debt by the issuance of
short term bonds bearing a high-
er rate of interest, 5 per cent or
6 per cent, and making a Con-
stitutional provipson that the
banks of the State which pur-
chase such bonds may be per-
mitted to carry them in lieu of
their presentlegal teserve funds.

It is hard to trace the source of
this charge, but it was represent-
ed as emenating from Adminia--
tration bources and it is evident-
ly being used against the can&-di
dacy of Mr. E. B. Dubuisma ,
who is President of the Opel-
usas National Bank, and Vr.

Wm. J. Sandoz, who is Trust
Officer of the Union Bank &
Trust Co., for these are the only
two candidates for delegate from
this parish who are bank officers.

While we hardly think that
Mr. John W. Lewis, the other
candidate, would father such a
charge, it might possibly arise
from misconstruction of a por-
tion of his public announcement
first published in the Times-
Democrat and then circulated
throughout the parish, in which
he states:

"I am persuaded to believe
that it is the plain duty of. the
people of this perish to send a
member to the Constitutional
Convention who will support
Governor Hall in his laudable
endeavor to refund the State
debt at the lowest rate of inter-
est. I shall stand with Gover-
nor Hall. Against Any Combina-
tion Of Politicians And Finan-
ciers who would attempt to im-
pose upon the people of the State
a rate of interest inconsistent
with its credit, resources and
financial accountability."

Whatever was Mr. Lewis'. in-
tent, some of his followers have
amplified this announcement and

openly charge an attempt of the
banks to secure short term bonds
bearing a high rate of interest,
and classed by law to be accept,
able as lawful bank reserve
unds.
This charge is ridiculous and

unjust. The bankers of the
State, and especially, our country
bankers, are our most reresen-
tative and honest business men,
who would be above any scheme

to "pack" a convention for their
private interest.
But however ridiculous the

charge,'the most ridiculous part
)f it is that it appears to have
been used principally against the
andidacy of Hon. E. B. Dubuis-
ion, on the ground that he is

Dick O'Brien Once More Has
Charge of Star Hotel.

Mr. Dick O'Brien, the proprie-
tor of the popular Gem Restau-
rant, has gone back to his first
love, without leaving his second.
During the week he bought out
the old Lacombe Hotel once more
and is giving it a thorough clean-
ing up and remodelling some
portions of it, so as to be able to
accomodate his many patrons
with the best that can be afford-
ed. He will also change the
name of the hotel from the Star
Hotel to something else; howeverhe has not decided what he will

baptize it.
The hotel will be run without arestaurant, since Mr. O'Brien

has an up-to-date eating place on
Landry street.

Old Vets From Here Attend

Monroe Be-Unloe.

The old Confederate veteransfrom the Opelousas Camp left on
Wednesday morning for Monroe,
where the re-union of the sur-
vin soldiers, who fought in
the Civil War, underConfederate'

fa, will hold their annual re-
nmon. A few from this parish
took advantage of the occawiss
to mingle once more with their
old comrades and departed for

the north Louisiana city. Mr.
Walton Sandoz was the first

delegate from the local camp.

eident p a bank.
The charge itself refutes any

such application of it.
The bank of which Mr.

Dubuisson is president has no
connection whatever with the
State banking interests which it
is charged would benefit by the
scheme talked of. The . Opel-
ousas National Bank, as its name
indicates, is incorporated under
the banking laws of the United
States, and is absolutely outside
of any State supervision or di-
rection. No laws are applicable
to its government but those of,
the United States. These re-
quire its bank reserve to consist
only of lawful money of the
United States. If a provision
were inserted in the State Con-
stitution, authorizing the issur-
ance of State bonds bearing a
high rate of interest, and classing
them as legal reserve, whether it
good provision or a bad one, as
could effect only such banks as
are incorporated under the State
laws. Whether such a scheme
exists or such a plan has been
suggested, and whether it is a
good one or a bad one, we cannot
say, for we have not sufficient
information concerning the mat-
ter, but we can say that we are
confident that neither Mr.
Dubuisson nor" Mr. Sandoz would
let the fact that they are bank
officiers outweigh their large in-
terests as taxpayers, their obli-
gations to the people of the Par-
ish and State, and their honesty
of purpose.

The adherents of Mr. Lewis
who have made this charge,
however innocent may have been
their purpose, should" remember
that while their candidate has
for many years been the attor-
ney of at least three State banks,
the St. Landry State Bank,, the
Washingten State Bank and the
Eunice State Bank, on the other
hand Mr. Sandoz has been con-
nected with banking interests
only for a short time, and Mr.
Dubuisson's interest, if any, is
an opposite one.

But the whole reference to a
supposed- "combination of finan-
ciers" is ridiculous and ill-ad-
vised. Who are better quali-
fied to deliberate soberly on the
financial affairs of the State than
our honest and experienced bank
officers?

As the New Orleans "Pica-
yune" aptly said in an editorial
on Sept. 26th:

"There are no problems to
come before the convention of a
controversial or political charac-
ter, hence there is no excuse for
any bitter partisanship to de-
velop over the choice of candi-
dates. The ordinary run of pol-
iticians are not well equipped to
discuss purely financial ques-
tions and the selection of men of
that stamp as delegates would
be very much out of place. A
fair sprinkling of financiers and
business men would seem to be
essential if the best results in
the way of evolving a plan for
refunding the State debt are to
be secured."

Tax Collector's Office Opened
On 1st.

The Tax-Collector's office open-
ed up on last Wednesday, Octo-
ber 1st. The books were handed
over to Sheriff Swords, sometime
ago, by the Assessor Daruis Fon-
tenot, but the Sheriff waited un-
til the first of the month to start
on his end of the job.

Movable property will become
delinquent after the 1st. of
November.

Don't forget to pay your poll-
tax.

Henary Garnette Drowns In

Bayou Waxis.

Mr. Henry Gurnette, a well
known character in the Bayou
Waxia section, was drowned on
last Tuesday.

It is said that Mr. Gurnette.
whilst out riding on horse-
back, came to a point near the
bayou, where the bank was very i
steep, and wishing to go across,
spirited his horse into the water,
whereupon the horse fell, with
his rider. Mr. Gurnett was tak-
en out of the water the same
evening. but there was no sign
of life left in him.

Mr. Gurnett was well known
in Opelousas and his death came
as a shock to his "many friends
here.

ILBERT L. OUPBE, JR.,
DIES OF TYPHOID

FEVER
Brilliant Young Lawyer Expire3

in New Orleans After
Lnu Illness.

G. L Dupre, Jr,, 30 years of
age, son of Judge and Mrs. Gil-
bert L. Dupre, of this city, ex-
pired, after a long illness, from
typhoid at the home of his
father-in-law, Mr. R. S. Charles,
in New Orleans early Monday
morning. He was brought to
this city on the Frisco, arriving
here about 2:30 Tuesday morn-
ing. Interment was made in
the Protestant cemetery, cere-
monies being conducted by the
Masons and Elks in which orders
he was a prominent member.

Mr. Dupre was born and
reared in this city, being a de-
scendant of the old Dupre, an
influential family. He received
his early education in the public
schools of this city, after which
he went to Rugby Academy,
New Orleans. He was gradu-
ated from this school, then he
attended T u I an e University,.
where he received his degree of
A. B., after which he was a
student of the University of
Virginia in the Law Department.
He completed his Law Course at
Tulane University. Mr. Dupre
was the law partner of Con-
gressman H. Garland Dupre,
who was his cousin. He was at
one time attorney for the Or-
leans Levee Board. He made a
brilliant record for a young man,
and promised to be among the
best lawyers of this state.

A member of several of the
popular clubs of New Orleans
and of the Masons and Elks
Lodges, Mr. Dupre was one of
the most popular and promising
young men of the New Orleans
Bar. With such a bright future
before him, death was a fierce
blow to those who survive, and,
who will never forget such a
character.

There was quite a number of
friends and relatives of the de-
ceased, who met the corpse at
the Frisco depot, Tuesday morn-
ing, whilst, despite the inclem-
ency of the weather, a large con-
course of the citizens of Opelou-
sas attended the last tribute paid
to this young son of Louisiana.

To his father and mother, and
his beloved wife, the Clarion ex-
tends its condolences., It sym-
pathizes with them for the loss
of one who was so dear, not only
to them, but also to his hosts of
friends and relatives who looked
forward to his reward, on earth,
as one of the foremost of the
citizens of Louisiana.

KNilil S TO CELEBRATE
LOLUMBUS D AY

Opelousas Council, Knights of
Columbus, will invite a number
of its gentlemen friends to par-
ticipate in a Smoker which is to
take place at the Home of the
Council here on Sunday night,
October 12th-Columbus Day.
The details are being worked
out by the Committee and it is
proposed to make this affair most
entertaining as well as novel.
The entire membership of the
Council is expected to be pres-
ent, and the Committee has in-
vited two prominent members
of the Order to deliver addresses
on this occasion. The formal
invitations will be sent out next
week.

Gordon Chapter No. 1470
U. D. C.

Opelousas, La., Sept. 27, 1913.
Admiral Semmes Memorial

Day, on account of continued
rains ,Saturday the meeting was
held at the President's residence
at 3 o'clock, the following was
submitted and approved:

1st. The written innvoca-
tion by Father Engberink.

2nd. Written sketches of the
life of Admiral Semmes by Mrs.
Carrie M. Young as follows:
Historical Sketch of Raphael

ernmmes.

On September 27th., 1809, in
Charles County, Maryland, a
little boy was born into the
world, who was destined to be-
came one of the greatest Naval
Officers our country has ever
knowie. He was no other than
our o w n Admiral Raphael
Semmes, of Confederate rme.
A man of whom the people of
the South were very proud, and
in honor of whose memory we

(Continued on page 4)

OPELOUSAS TO HAVE
PERMANENT STREETS

Bdard of 'Aldermin Vote Unanimously In Favor
Of Resolution To Call For Bids For

Permanent Pavement.

thin city, whereupon it would
then be able to do the same
thing with the other streets,
from time-to time. In this way
the city will have paved streets,
of which the. citizens will be
proud.

By paving the streets with a
permanent pavement the city I
will be saving an annual sum,
amounting t o approximately
$5,000, since the up-keep of
these streets will cease. With
this amount rolling into the city
treasury each year Opelousas
will, in a few years, be able to
pave every one of its streets.

The fact that gravel would be
laid in the business district would
be a great drawback;to other im-
provementsi which the citizens of
Opelousas wish to see some
day, as it would not be many
months before the work would
have to be completely done over.
It is an undisputed fact, that
"cheap things always become
dear in the long run."' By put-
ting down permanent streets this
city would not have to bother
about paving its streets for
years and years to come. In
case that the city by mistake,
would select an inferior grade of
pavement, it is the opinion of
those who know that improve-
ments would be killed in Opelon-
sas, for a long time.

The Board of Aldermen should
be careful in selecting a paving
concern which they know is in
the business to stay and not
choose a fly-by-night contractor,
who will be out of business in a
few days. Special care should
be taken in selecting a most re-
liable concern of good and hon-
est standing.

Among the representatives of
paving concerns, who were at
t h e meeting, on Wednesday
night, were: A. M. Weisner,
Superintendent of the Southern
Bithulithie Pavement Co. and S.
G. Streit, special representative
of the same company, who has
been in this city for several
days. This company has laid a
considerable lot of pavement in
most of the large, as well as
smaller cities of the South. M.
J. Hackett, Superintendent of
the Creosoted Wood-Block Com-
pany, who has just finished lay-
ing 8000 square yards in Birm-
ingham, Ala., where he tore up
the same number of square yards
of granite blocks to place his,
was also present. C. A. De-
Jersey, representing the Tarvia
people, who laid the concrete
sidewalks in Enice, some time
ago, took ah i interest in the
meeting. Mr. Hintlie, who is
in busi•es" ohifoW made a
short tadlk ath lBord he sald
thathe was R V0t 4 psv lib U

gravelfteeit ad been la id.
It isnow ,vid-nt that the *

of Opel:assfl1.ha e same of
the best are t r in the tate;
streets of w•ich they wl :aever
be ashamed. ..As it :is now,
every dr"• --e ;omin ,into
town derides the mu Iy staeetsa
of this city, whilst they always
have a good word about Parker-
son Avenue, of Crowley. Ope-
lousas will be lauded to the skies
by these men, who are the best
advertisers of any town, when-
ever peanent pavement will

been pursued that surprising as
well as pleasing, results have
followed in a very rshort period
of time. The pupils enrolled as
members of the literary society
engage in the work with a spirit
an eteination thatis ind
gratifying and promising. Sev-
eral days previous to the eonven-
ing of the society, the members
display unusual signs of interest
and enthusiasm in the approach-
ing program. In the mornings,
before school, and at noon, the
boys and girls slated to appear
on the program, retire, of their
own volition, to the high school
auditorium, and for hours sounds
testifying to their histronic pow-
ers can be heard resounding over
the hall and building. A change
in the form of a huge wave of

to have seized upon the entire

The s-anderd of work being
dome eall to of thale

hol, hight~r and e gades
isI-b tae very h Wighet abaracter,

and is on an qatnl with that
done inthe • besthigh schools in
Louisiana. The future of this
schoolis indeed promising, and
bidst airto excsel that of many

W.1. J.SANDOZ REBUKES
LEWIS' INSISINUATIONS

IHon. i. W Lewis'
Asserts That Bankers

Not Be Delegates <:

In an interview with W. J.
do,-- Esq., candidate for th

Contitut Convention, a fe#
days ago; he remarked:

1I notice that one of my ap.
ponents, Mr. J. W. Lewis, in
makirg announcement of his
candidacy, said:
'" 'My platform will be thei

simple announcement that I
shal stand with- Gov. •i'a an&
other influences in the -Cti•it
tional convention that stirs fr
the oflation of the Statf dew.
at the lowest possible rate of
interest and against any com*n.
nation of politicians and flnan
ciers who would attempt to h'-
pose upon -the people f the
Statea rate of .terest s.
sistent with its credit, resrs
and financial a nonntab lit ..'

"Allow me to sa that the as-
sence of this 'platfori' does setdiffer in any respect from the
views, hopes and aspira•ojs,
that I entertain on the soaieet
and which,; am sure, myMo •hopponent, Mr. Duuisso,, ii
bued with. I do not' ct.d-lv
that any good citizen c old take

a on antagonistic to this,.
wheter he was a candli-

date or not. But Mr. ;Leis
seems to hint that there is •
'combination of potlieians andfnanciers' who will work argl t
to make the State pay a s.Iwr
rate of interest than I" af- M,and that he, of al tHl ad-dates, (he was the aist U' . e~

out), is the only one who virescue the State m itselutches
Now, we all know that the
moneylenders of the entire coun-
try-the 'financiers'--wil try to.
get as high a rate of inte~est for
their money as they an just as
holders of oearn, cotton or wheatdo, but as to a combination be-
tween them and any candidates
for the Convention, whether

'politicians' or not, I believe that
naoe exists. If Mr. Lewis ha
any inside information eon • •
subject he should at once 'coii
close it.

"I may add tOat I am in favor;of paying a vart of the Sgtat
debt as- well as the interest
every yearI in other words =•_a.
ing serial bonds, and paying tdhelowest rate of. interest tha •money can be had for.

"No' olitical question is lI.voved in thia It is purely 'matter of busitfess."

iwesMslon Lastrapesd
tar of _Heiry

and as to tRoaof f St.

tradstris on nde
revery te

TNew roimd as e oo

1the fterso .lty con.oea7id
r sei•e ton: ittle.by Ediih th o#h n i eshooslde in and B Vedifoing nd enjoanu i gle -o

was rendered.
The pandam was as foows:
1. TheyEvolTtion of Farminge

by eLake Lailedor.

nby Eith Fontenot.
t. Deater e: Resovedr That

Wome S ,ould Be Given the

ledi and Aleium Fontenot.
d Eiafyn : ThenProperab ethod

ofSeletirgSeedCorn, by .el-

3. Oration: Robert E. LTe,
by Ferdinand landeor.a6. Value of Agrieulture int
the Htigh Sehool, by Aleide Vid-
rin e.

The position of vice president
being vacant, an election was
called by the presdent. Several
were for the position,
but ter a coauntof the votes
Leonard Doucet was declared
elected. In the debate on
Woman Suffrage, the jodges
rendered a munamimious decision
in favor of the affrmative. The
poam of the society having

atsalktothemembers on buildis gas iol spirit in the school

society adourned until its next
regular session, Priday Oct. 3 .'

in s l WhIN Se EUU--AsERMAR 
h aty bs

ABSORBED THE ST. LANDRY COMMONER ON JULY 2, 1912.

S."Here Shall The Press The People's Rights Maintain, Unawed by Influence and, Unbribed by Cain."
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At a special meeting of the
Mayor and Board of Aldermen,
on Wednesday night, plans and
specifications f o r permanent
street paving were adopted and
Mayor E. L. Loeb ordered to ad-
vertise for bids on the following
types of pavement: Bithulithic,
S h ee t Aphalt, Brick, Wood-
block, Asphaltic Concrete, Tar-
via or any other standard pave-
ments, bids to be opened, and
contiract awarded October 21st.

The meeting was called to or-
der, at about seven-thirty, by
Mayor Loeb, Councilmen Shaw,
Stelly, Blacksher and Danel be-
ing present. Mr. Dunbar was
the only member of -the-Board
who absented himself.

The first matter taken up by
the council was the proposition
of adopting plans and specifica-
tions for permanent pavement,
A resolution was adopted by Dr.
Shaw adopting the plans and
specifications of City Engineer
J. J. Naff, an ordering the
Mayor to advertise for bids. No
objections being made the reso-
lution was carried unanimously,
much to the delight of the prop-
erty holders.

Mr. Danel then declared, most
emphatically, that he favored
improving Main and Landry
Streets, from city limit to city
limit, as he considers these two
streets the main thoroughfares
of Opelousas. With these streets
well improved the city would
then reap the benefits, and the
merchants and citizens would
soon see the advantage, of well
p a v e d streets. Consequently
the property owners would soon
proceed to have the other, less
important, streets, of Opelousas,
paved.

Alderman Stelly introduced a
resolution to the effect that the
taxpayers be given until October
15th to have petitions for paved
streets brought before the coun-
cil. The resolution was carried
by a unanimous vote.

The Board of Aldermep then
adjourned subject to calL

Not only the Clarion, but also
the progressive element of Ope-
lousas approve most heartily the
steps taken by the Mayor and
Board of Aldermen in improving
the streets of this city. The
action of the City Fathers on
Wednesday night, showed that
they are glad to give the prop-
erty owners what their petitions
call for, and this action will be
met with the satisfaction of the
majority of the people of Ope-
lousas.

Some objections have been
raised against the city paying
its share for improving streets
with permanent pavement, in
the business district, since same
argue that by so doing there
will not be enough money left in
the treasury to gravel the out.
lying streets. This matter has
been taken care of by the Board
of. Aldermen, and the city will
have enough money to do what
gravel that is necessary, just
at present.

The citizens should not over-
look the fact that everything can
not be accomplished at once and
as Councilman Danel suggested
that the city take care of Main
Street and Landry Street, the
two leading thoroughfares of

irail PFrare l1gh Scboel lotes.

The work in the Grand Prairie
High School continues to
improve, in character and effi-
ciency, with the passing days.
All departments in thehigh school
and in the grades are cooperating
successfully, and the general
management and discipline is
better than it has been for many
years. The attendance is steadi-
ly increasing, and the enrollment
has long since reached the
hundred mark.

The literary society work has
been pursued with eagerness mad
interest by the pupils and teach-
ers. The work is under the di-
reet guidance and supervision of
the principal, Prof. R. C. Childse
whois asisted in the work by
the teachers of the high school

derm the grade and elass- of
orations, recitations, essays and
debates which have appezred on
the programs of the society, from
timetotime, it is safe to samy
that, in every respect, the work
of thissociety s as good as that
of any high school literary society
in the state.

So earnestly and steadily has
this phase of the school work


