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FARMER MISSIONARIES
TOUR THiS PARISH

Chappuls and Chevis Speak in

Interest of Bureau.

CAMPAIGN FOR MORE

MEMBERS LAUNCHED.

St. Landry Welcomes Visitors and

Southwest Louisiana Bureau Ex-

pected to Flourish Here.

President Chappuis and Manager
Bill Chevis of the Southwest Louis-
iana Development Bureau, accom-
panied by Henry Mayo, Agricultu-
ral Commissioner of the Southern
Pacific Railroad, have been making
a tour of the parish for the past
several days, delivering speeches
in. all towns, interesting farmers
and business men in the Develop-
ment Bureau..

An enthusiastic meeting was held
at Port Barre on Wednesday morn-
ing, followed by a meeting at Ar-
naudville the same afternoon.
Farmers and business men in these
two towns promised their undi-
vided support to the worthy cause
and indication points to a large
membership being secured in Ar-
naudville and Port Barre.

At Washington a fair and repre-
sentative audience listened to the
coterie of Southwest Louisiana

velopment Bureau speakers on
ursday morning. Mr. Chevis

cheered the people of Washington
who felt blue over the failure of

+ the Union Irrigation Company and
pointed out that the lands around
the -Courtableau were far richer
than the gold mines of California.

Mayor Fred Martin was made
chairman of the meeting and before
introducing the visitors made a
stirrilig appeal to his fellow-cit-
izens to give their undivided sup-
port to the cause of the bureau and
to co-operate to the very limit with
Messrs. Chappuis and Chevis. "We
have the finest land ii all the
world," said Mr. Martin; "our sec-
tion of the state is by far superior
to any other, but unless we, busi-
ness men and farmers, put our
shoulders to the'wheel, stand as a
unit in an endeavor to promote bet-
ter farming and marketing, we will
fail. Co-operation is what we need
and we can find that in the South-
west Louisiana Development Bu-
reau." After being given a hearty
applause Mayor Martin introduced
Mr. Chappuis, who spokealong lines
of organization and co-operation,.
pointing out that without organ-
izing into one body and co-operat-
ing with one another both the far-
mer and business men were doom-
ed. He brought statistics to show
what improvements were needed
in Souhwest Louisiana, stating that
the Bureau, placed on a financial
basis, could accomplish worlds of
good o the thirteen parishes which
comprise Southwes t. Louisiana.
Comparing the United States with
Great Britain and ITreland he show-
ed that the popuation in this coun-
try per square mile is 27 against
over three hundred in
Britain and Ireland, while the
wealth in this country is only forty
one thousand dollars per square
mile against over seven hundred
thousand in the other countries.

The purpose of ( HuI lreau ac-
cording to Mr. Chappuis. isthree-
fold, namely: better farming and
better marketing; highway, trans-
portation and drainaa:e: immigra-
tion. publicily and Industrial de-
velopment.

Henry Mayo of thbe Southern Pa-
cific appealed to the audience to
interest the farmers of St. Landry
in diversification of crops, point-
ing to the Northern States. which
abandoned the one crop system, af-
ter being broke for di\vetrification
and prosperity.

After Mr. Chevis spoke on the
wonderful resources of ,othwest
Louisiana and the exceptional fer-
tility of the soil in the thirteen
parishes in which he is vitally in-
terested, the party came back to
Opelousas in automobiles.

On Thursday evening the agri-
cultural missionaries visited Sun-
set and Grand Coteau. where they
addressed the farmers and busi-
ness men of that section. Friday
morning the speeches were made
in Melville and on Friday night the
party was received at Opelousas.

An endeavor is being made to
secure two thousand members .ii
the Bureau, so that this organiza-
Lion can be placed on a sound fi-

nancial basis, in order that. expert I
men can be secured to show theil
farmers of Southwest Louisiana
Just what can be expecte of thest
soil of this section of the state.

SIMON MAKES KNOWN
HE'S OUT FOR JUDiG

Civil War Veteran Will Be In

Race for Judge Kerr's

Oflee.

Judge Arthur Simon, who was
justice of the peace here for many
years, and who gave Judge Ennis
Kerr the race of his life at the elec-
tion held in 1912, has made it pub-
licly known that he will be a can-
didate for City Judge.

Judge Simon is a well known cit-
izen of Opelousas, and is highly re-
spected as a Civil War veteran.
He enjoys a large circle of politi-
cal as well as personal friends, as
can be evidenced by the very close
race he madse for the position now
held by Judge Kerr.

The city judge fight is centered
in Opelousas and Bellevue, the only
two polls allowed to vote in this
election. Since Opelousas has been
declared a city Judge Kerr has
been filling the office. Mr. Kerr
will be a candidate for re-election
and besides having Mr. Simon as
an opponent will also have Gus. E.
Dupre to contend with.

The race for the city judge will
no doubt be very interesting, many
voters predicting that it will be
more so than in 1912.

COLLEGE NOTES.

On Sunday last the College nine
went down in defeat before the
strong Broussard team. At the
start the Collegians were in the lead
and then a tie score continued for
sevel'al innings. All the breaks of
luck were against the Grand Co-
teau boys and in the critical mo-
ments they failed to register the
required hits. Errors gave the
game to the visitors 2 to I. Both
pitchers showed good form but rag-
ged support made the contest un-
certain. The boys have learned
their weak points on which to im-
prove. Daily practice will put the
team in excellent condition.

Following is the score:
Broussard-Runs 2; hits 5; errors

6.
St. Charles--Runs i; hits 7; er-

rors 4.
Next Saturday the Senior steam

goes to Lafayette and hopes to
prove their worth against the In-
dustrials. All are enthhusiastic
about the prospect of a game on
Easter Sunday in Opelousas. We
expect our opponents to be well
organized by that time.

The St. Charles Juniors issue a
challenge to all Junior teams in the
state under 17 years old. All high
schools are included. The team
which showed itself Invincible last
year is strengthened as never be-
fore.

Second Academic Class will give
its Exhibit on March 30th at 3 P.
M.

Declamation and interpretation
of authors will form thhe program.

MISSIONARY NOTES.
BY THE SOCIETY.

The Woman's Missionary Soci-
ety entertained with a silver tea,
at, the parsonage on March 19th.
Quite a number of ladies were
present.

It proved to be a very instructive
as well as interesting meeting.
among the features of the after-
noon were several instructive mis-
sionary talks. Mrs. M. M. Hayes
gave a very interesting . report
gleaned from the State Missionary
meeting held in New Orleans.
There was an American lady pres-
ent at the State meeting who said
t!ie Americans all but worshiped
things from America owing to the
fact that all the things that were
uplifting came from America and
the missionaries. She also told of
the work at St. Mark's Hall in New
Orleans which has its work among
the foreign population in that. sec-
tion of the sity.

All who missed it missed a great
treat.

SWORDS FRIENDS LAUGH AT,
"REPUBLICAN."

Many of the friends of Sheriff
Swords have been having a good
laugh over an article which ap-
peared in the paper last week.
Mr. Swords, through his generos-
ity, thought of giving Sheriff Hy-
ers of Lincoln, Nebraska, a "good
send-off" as a result of his recent
visit to this city. However in the
article in which Sheriffs Hyers and
Swords played a. prominent part,
the two parties were twisted, the
consequence was that the name of
Sheriff Swords, Republican, ap-
peared in print for the first time
in the history of St. Landry's
grissly sheriff. Of course Mr.
Swords' friends laughed and so did
he, at the unintentiona! sser'r

PRAISE POLICE JURY
FOR BOAT PURCHASE

Farmer Unionists Favor Draining

St. Landry Lands.

MEMBERS URGED TO

SUPPORT DRAINAGE.

Resolution Commending Jurors and

Urging Members to Promote

Cause Unanimously Adopted.

The members of the St. Landry
Farmers' Educational and Co-oper-
ative Union of America, who were
present at the parish meeting held
in this city on last Monday went
down on record as being unani-
rmously in favor of drainage and
commended the St. Landry police
jurors for purclhasing a dredge boat
for the purpose of promoting
drainage in this parish.

A resolution was .unanimously
'adopted praising the jurors for
purchasing the boat and urging the
members of the Farmers' Union to
stand as a unit in favor of drain-
age,especially west and southwest
of Opelousas where the member-
ship is very strong.

Another important resolution
adopted by the farmers was one
urging the state union to recom-
mend to the next legislature the
passage of a bill empowering the
state to construct and operate cot-
ton and other factories with the
use of the labor of the inmates of
the Louisiana penitentiary. Mr.
Hidalgo, the father of this
scheme in this section has this to
say regarding the system of work-
ing prisoners on the farm: "This
state instead of assisting the farmer
in carrying his heavy load is oper-
ating farms in compettition with
the farmers. By operating facto-
ries, which would convert our raw
materials into manufactured goods,
the state would financially better
itself and at the same time we far-
mers would have a ready market
for our products right at home.
I :.hink that if a legislator wishes
to make himself popular with the
farmers he now .has a splendid
chance to do so, by adtoeating this
proposition."

YANKEE BOOSTS SWORDS .AND
OPELOUSAS.

Sheriff Hyers returned from Ope-
lousas, Louisiana, last Tuesday
with Joseph 0. Dore, who was
wanted in Lincoln for jumping a
thousand dollar bond. Peyton R.
Sandoz was the attorney employed
by Dore to fight the requisition
papers. Sheriff Hyers acted as his
own attorney and was successful
in convincing all concerned that
this man was deserving of answer-
ing to this court for trial. Sher-
iff Hyers told friends on his return
that he had the highest regard for
the citizenship of Opelousas.
While the snow was three feet deep
at home, the good people of Ope-
Icusas, among them Congressman
Lazaro, took the sheriff out auto-
mobile riding, viewing the sur-
rounding country with its dusty
roads and the hot sun of the south.

"Sheriff M. L. Swords of Ope-
lousas has served his countrp for
sixteen years," said Sheriff Hyers
to the Post upon his return home.
"nd by the word of his friends
there he will have no trouble next
June getting a re-nomination,
which is for a four years term, af-
ter whlich he will be his party's
standard-yearer for governor of
Louisiana.

"The railroads are lined with
Iramps in the south who are avoid-
ing the open air of the north," Mr.
Hyerscontinue d: "It is certainly
pleasing to go so far away from
home and be treated in such a lik-
ablemanner."-Lincoln, (Neb.) Post.

"NO POLITICS"--CHAPPUIS.

Hon. P. J. Chappuis, who was a
candidate against Congressman La-
zaro and Hon. Jno. W. Lewis for
Representative from the Seventh
District, spent several days in Ope-
lousas during the week in the in-
terest of the Southwest Louisiana
Development Bureau.

Mr. Chappuis is president of the
Bureau and has been aiding Col.
Chevis in securing new members.
"My tour throughout Southwest
Louisiana has nothing to do with
polities. I am not in politics and
am only interested in promoting
the welfare of the farmers, at pres-
ent."

Mr. Chappuis is well known in
Opelousas and enjoys a large cir-
cle of friends throughout St. Lan-
dry. He was warmly received
wherever he and Col. Chevis went
in this parish, preaching the gos-
pel of modern farming to the stur-
dy tillers of the soil in St. La•dry.

CLERKSL ASK EARLY
CLOSING OF STORES

Petition Circulated by Young La-

dies Turned Down by

Merchants.

It is reported that several of the
most prominent merchants of Ope-
lousas have flatly refused to fol-
low the old custom of closing their
establishments at 6 and 6:30. The
clerks in the clothing stores have
been asked to be let off at 6 o'clock
while those working for grocery-
men think that from early morn
until 6:30 in the evening is sufficient
work.

One progressive merchant de-
vised the theme of sending two
pretty young ladies around to all
the merchants of Opelousas, plead-
ing for early closing during the
summer months. It was thought
that the charms of these young
ladies might bring about the de-
sired results from the sturdy mer-
chants, but to the sad disappoint-
ment of the summer-evening-lov-
clerks of Opelousas, only four
merchants had the right spirit-
that of brotherly love, and signed
the petition asking for early clos-
ing.

The city council at a meeting a
few days ago unanimously adopted
a resulution authorizing the Mayor
to request the merchants to adqpt
the early closing system during the
hot months. Lafayette and other
cities have already started closing
early and it was thought that the
merchants of Opelousas would fol-
low suit.

It is understood that several of
the clothing merchants who did
not sign the petition circulated last
week are willing to close at 6
o'clock, while it is also thought
that a few grocerymen will also de-
cide to close early during the sum-
mer months.

TAKING FUND FOR BELGIANS.

Mrs. F. E. Stokes is again doing
splendid work in getting up funds
for the poor stricken Belgian peo-
pie. Every woman in Opelousas is
urged to subscribe something to-
wards assisting these people. One
box of clothing and a little money
is sufficient probably to save the
life of one Belgian infant,

The people of Opelousas sub-
scried generously to the Belgian
fund, started by Mrs. Stokes about
two months ago. Ezpressions of
gratitude were sent to the good cit-
izens of this city by the Belgian
consul at New Orleans for their
generosity and it is expected that
people here will give more towards
relieving the war stricken Belgian
than they did sometime ago.

ROD AND GUN CLUB TO ELECT

OFFICERS.

The annual stockers' meeting of

the Opelousas Rod & Gun Club will

take place in the parlors of the

Lacombe Hotel at 5:30 the even-

ing of April 6th.
The Opelousas clue has been

progressing nicely and has a

large membership and during the

winter members go out on hunt-

ing expiiitions, making their

headquarters at the club house

on beautiful Second Lake,while in

the summer months fish abound in

in the famous lakes on the Opelou-

sas Gulf & Northeastern, the con-

sequence of which the Rod & Gun

Club boys are given all opportuni-

ties for enjoying life as possibly

can be thought of around this
section.

During the past few days new
members have been admitted to
the club and it is expected that
the officers who will be elected
next month will work hard for thepromotion of the club, making the
club house one of the most com-

fortable io the state.

PARISH M[ETINGI
LARiELY ATTENDED

St. Landry Farmers' Union Plans

Boosting Campaign.

McCOLLISTER UNABLE

TO ATTEND MEETING.

Farmers Enthusiastically Discuss

N. O. Agency and Marketing

Plan Which May Mean Money.

The St. Landry Parish Farmers'
Union held a most interesting
meeting in the Courthouse last
Monday, with a large number of
farmers from various sections of
the parish present.

Miss Minnie Carron, state secre-
tary, was on hand, and made sev-
eral little talks, which made the
members feel very much more en-
thusiastic over the Union, and now
the farmers have decided to launch
a boosting campaign tn St. Landry
with a view of making this the ban-
ner Farmers' Union parish in Lou-
isiana.

Vice President Philbert Hidalgo
ably replaced President R. Lee
Mills, who was unable to attend the
meeting. Mr Hidalgo urged the
members to co-operate among
themselves and to give their un-
divided support to the Farmers'
Agency at New Orleans, which
opened up for business a few days
ago. He. pointed out that this
agency means a great deal to the
financial progress of the farmers of
Louisi'na. as a ready market has
been opened lor all farm prod-
ucts and better prices were in
view.

Scores of farmers had journey-
ed to Opelousas to hear President
I. N. McCollister on "Marketing
Farpn Products," but on being
taken violently sick at White Cas-
tle a: few days before the Opelou-
sas meeting Mr. McCollister was
unable to attend. He sent cheer-
ing greetings to the farmers and
business men of St. Landry,
through Secretary Carron, who
conveyed a happy message of fond
remembrances of the genial hos-
pitality of the citizens of Opelou-
sas.

"Were it not to arouse the jeal-
ousy of other cities, I feel confi-
dent that the next convention of
the Farmers' Union wduld be held
in Opelousas," said Miss Carron,
"as my fellow-members were cer-
tainly carried away with the hos-
pitality of your people. We Far-
mers' Union people think that Ope-
lousas is the best city In the entire
state, and I do not jest when I
make this statement."

After thoroughly discussing the
Farmers' Union marketing plan,
drainage and a boosting campaign,
the meeting was adjourned. The

next quarterly meeting of the Far-

mers' Union will beheld at West

Bellevue. at Vice President Hidal-

go's home, where a two days ses-
sion will be held. The first day of
the session will bb devoted en-
tirely to public speaking, and an
endeavor will be made to secure
the best posted orators on Farmers'
Union in the state.

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE?

Opelousas, La., March 22nd, 1915,

Editor Clarion:

Some time ago there was printed
in our local paper, also in the New

Orleans Times-Picayune, an ac-

count of the visit of Mr. Agnew to
Opelousas, and it was stated that,

the attention of the oflicers having
been called to the matter, condi-

tions would be changed.
Time has passed, the visit, after

being the subject of comment for a
few days, is forgotten, and condi-
tions are still the same.

The children are still in immoral
resorts; the boys under sixteen con-

tinue to serve beer in these places,
said beer being spld eontrary to
law, ar.d without the paymnent of a
license, and no steps have been
taken.

Officers of the law, what have
you done?

ViFm

FIKEMEN WON'T LET
OPELOUSAS BURN

Three Fires Quickly Extinguished

by Our Efficient Fire

Company.

There is no chance of the town
going up in flames, now, if we
judge our fire company rightly. On
Saturday night the Lacombe Hotel
kitchen caught a-fire. The alarm
was sent in and when the fire com-
pany had finished the job of quickly
quelling the flames some of the
inmates of the popular hostelry,
upon asking where the fire was
were dumb founded to hear the
kitchen had started to blaze but
the fire was all over.

Sunday morning about eleven
o'clock the fire alarm was again
sent in; this time Ariel Fontenot's
home had ignited. It only re-
quired a few moments to stop this
fire. No sooner had the firemen
arrived at the Hook & Ladder Hall
than the alarm was sent in from
the Lastrapes home. Again the
company made a quick job of it and
all concerned went home happy
that three fires, whic;h might have
caused some damage in this city,
had been extinguished with lit tle
difficulty and in a very short time
by Opelousas' efficient volunteer
fire company.

BOSWELL ELECTED HEAD OF
MELVILLE PLANT.

A special meeting of the Melville
Board of Aldermen was held Tues-
day night to elect a superintend-
ent for the electric plant now ge-
ing erected by the progressive At-
chafalaya river town. About
fifty applicants were received but
that of A. F. Boswell, now employ-
ed by Contractor C. A. Rees as
line foreman, was the one favored
and Mr. Boswell was declared elec-
ted.

The concrete foundation of the
electric light p'ant has been finish-
ed also the frame building, poles
having been erected and every-
thing is in readiness for installing
the engine. Engineer Gray for the
past two weeks has been wiring the
business houses and homes and
states that he will have everything
completed when the plant begins
operaion.

While other towns, much larger
than Melville, have been clamoring
on account of hard times, it can
readily be seen by the many im-
provements being made; that Mel-
ville has not slept over the finan-

cial depression existing through-
out the country.

DUPRE WINS IN VILLE PLATTE
MARSHAL SUIT.

The question as to who is the
marshal of Ville Platte has been in

the mind of a great majority of the
voters of Evangeline parish for
several weeks. Sometime ago an

election was held in the town of
Ville Platte. with the unofficial
count. of the votes showing that

Hilaire Vidrine had been elected
over Robert. Dupre by two votes..
When the town executive commit-
tee met and an official count of the I
votes effected Dupre was declared
elected over Vidrine by one or two
votes.. Suit was then and there

instituted by Vidrine and Judge
Pavy handed down a decision in

favor of Vidrine. The case was
brought to the Circuit Court of Ap-
peal at Baton Rouge and Dupre was

decided the marshal of Villt Platte.

Now the Supreme Court will be al-

towed the privilege of deciding as
to whether Dupre or Vidrine will

be the peace officer of the Evan-

geline metropolis.

TO DECIDE WINNER OF AUTO.

On Easter Sunday. April 4th, the
winner of the Knights of Columbus

auto will be decided, when it is ex-
peeled considerable excitement will
be aroused over the occasion.
There are over six hundred per-
sons who will make an attempt to
secure the Mets auto, now on die-
play- at Btrdelo's Garage, cWich
the local Knights of Columbus are
offering as a prize, in order to raise
sualcient funds to purchase addi-

tional furniture for the beautiful
Columbus ho~ on Main street.

lELiIAN RELATIVES
OF SANDERS NO MORE

Opelousas Man Writes Mother for
News-Learns She Is Dead.

PANGS OF WAR FELT

BY LOCAL MERCHIANT.

Letter Addressed to Mrs. Amellia

Sanders Returns to Opelousas

With Inscription "Deeede."

The pangs of the European war
have made themselves felt in the
hearts of one Opelousas family,
when B. L. L.$•anders, a prominent
groceryman; a native of Belgium,
received a returniit letter, which:
he had add4ressed to his mother
Mrs. Amellia Sanders at Kemmel
by Ypres. The returned letter
bore the inscription "Decede,"
which means dead.

Kemmel by Ypres is the place
where the Belgians fought so no-
bly against the invading Germans
and has been the scene of the heav-
iest fighting on the Germans' march
through the gallant little natiqn.

Mr. Sanders has not been advised
whether his aged mother died from
bullet wounds or from starvation
or whether she expired from ill-
ness. He no longer has relatives
in Belgium, if the inscription on
his returned letter is true.'

The Opelousas man received a
letter from his mother only a few
weeks before the European war
broke out. After he did not re-
ceive word from his relatives, who
resided, where the Belgians Were
making such a stubborn resistenoe
against the Germans, he wrote his
mother, but the letter was destined
never to reach its destiny. Mr.
Sanders has written to authorities
to find out the manner in which
his mother died.

THISTLEWAITE MILL TO Uf -
NEXT JMONTH.

The big Thistlewaite sawmill at
Washington will be running at full
blast by the llrstt of April, accord
ing to a statement made by Johw'
Thistlewaite, one of the popl. ..
brothers, who came from the
North to make Washington their
home.

WVith the sawmill and the lMi~ay
brick factory in operation it is
thought that Washington will once ;
more assume a business like aps-.
pearance. For the past- several ^:g
months business in Washington has
been hard hit and the mercb"nts
now, view the future with mere' ;:
promise.

WALKER A FULLFLEDGm
CANDIDATE.

Page Walker, while in the city,
on Tuesday, staled most emphatic-

ally that he was a candidate for
sheriff of this parish. "Some of
my enemies have been spreading
the rumor that I would not be a

candidate; 1 wish to brand this as
false, assuring my friends that I
will be in the race to the very end."

Mr. Walker is a young farmer ,

residing at West Bellevue; he is,
well known in Opelousas, as well
as throughout the parish. IL
was generally ,onceded that he
would be a candidate against Sher-
iff Swords and Assessor l)arius -
Fontenot, who are making a fight
for the most important political

office in St. Landry.

KNIGHTS GOIN(- TO LAFAY-

ETTE.

Members of the Opelousas lode .
of Knights of Columbus have been
invited to atteid a big initiation

at Lafayette on Sunday, Aplril tiUL

It is reported that a large delegat::
tion of Knights will avail thea •
selves of the woccasion to wiitiessa a
grand initiation. The Crowteyr.

Couneil is: also arranging to take ia
new members shortly, when tu

Opelousas boys will no doubt take e

a trip to the Acadia parish seat.

-- *-4 ----- ;

B. D. Fowler, private secreitary i
Supt. Yoskum of the ulft Coast Lines
was in the city a short wlhii Thursd•-,
visiting his reatives, the families 0r
lrs. Emily Castain and Mr. IL " 5 -,;"_•
amuller.
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