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LEE EMMENT THOMAS

The Hon., Lee Emment Thomas,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
has issued a statement opposing the con-
stitutional convention with an accompa-
nying letter to the editors of Louisiapa,
requesting that the statement, which

_ would cover several columns, be publish-
ed, either in whole or in part.

Mr. Thomas, it will be remembered,
is the gentleman who made such a- gal-
lant fight, four years ago, for Governor
Luther E. Hall. His able pen was kept

_ busy during the several months of the
strenuous campaign, boosting the Hall
' cause, at the same time deriding and se-
verely, nay bitterly criticizing the San-
ders administration, after having ridden
into office as a supporter of Gov. Sanders,
Hall was victorious and in appreciation
of Mr. Thomas’ valuable services, the
Governor used his influence in having
. Lee Thomas elected Speaker of the
House.

No sooner had the gavel been placed
in Mr. Thomas’ hand than the Speaker
became an obstructionist to the Hall ad-
ministration just as he so ignominiously
did during the Sanders administration.

~ He has played politics in every bill* or
measure appearing before the House;
always lining up against the men he had
_help elect, no matter if the bill was good
or bad.
: Yet we find Mr. Thomas, to-day, op-
posing the constitutional convention,
_prineipally because, he claims it will be
a political, and not a constitutional con-
“vention, He fought the convention meag-
ure before the House, because it hap-
pened that Governor Hall and his friends
were in favor of it, while Mr. Thomas’
groomed gubernatorial candidiate was
opposing it. He played politics to a fin-
~ish during the extra session of the legis-
. ture, but lost, Because he feels his foot
- slipping he is now ready to stand in the
way of the progress of this great and lib-
eral state.
: Mr. Thomas suggests that a consti-
tutional amendment be voted to decide
the Supreme Court Justices’ question; he
. does not believe that the assessment of
- the state should be increased and claims
that the present administration has no
right to call a constitutional convention
‘in order that money be raised to pay the
debts of the penitentiary board.

Why is Mr. Thomas opposed to in-

ereasing the assessment of the state? Is
it begause he is a corporation lawyer. or
is he lacking the backbone to stand up
‘and assert that the public service corpor-
ations of Louisiana are not paying their
‘just proportion of the state taxes? Can
'Mr. Thomas prove that in increasing the
assessment the constitutional convention
“will place the entire burden of taxation
- on the land-owners, who are conceded al-
.ready, to be paying their just proportion
of tauxes? If political dickers are to be
madoe at the convention the farmer will
be taken care of, because the politicians
are aware that with the farmers and land
owners with them they can obtain any
honor within the gift of the voters of
Louisiana.
. If the people of Louisiana are to
take the advice of a political flopper like
the Hon. Lee Emmiet Thomas, instead of
men, who have been working for the
benefit of the entire state, then the prop-
_osition of holding a constitutiohal con-
vention should be voted down. But if
. .the voters and taxpayers are to place ex-
plicit confidence in the men who are la-
. boring to relieve them, and who want to
place the burden of taxation where it
- justly belongs, on wealth, then a major-
ity should be returned for the conven-

i The Clarion was not a supporter of
Governor Hall during his gubernatorial
campaign, nor have we always sided with
“him on public questions. We are believ-
ers of free speech and on several occa-
sions criticized Governor Hall, when
we thought that he was on the wrong
ide.
~ In justice to Louisiana’s chief execu-
tive it must be said that he is entirely and
unequivocally right on the convention
‘questién. Governor Hall is favoring the

d| be considered

convention because he thinks _that it is
for the hest interests of the stafe.

In perusing Mr, Thomas’ pamphlet
we find that he asserts, like other dis-
tinguished Louisiana statesmen, thaF the
Hall administration has been a failure,
has broken down the finances of the
state. We admit the Hall administra-
tion has many shortcomings, but are not
Thomas and his erowd of carefully
groomed candidates largely responsible
for many of the failures of the Hall ad-
ministration?

Thomas is a veritable old flopper, &
chronic kicker and his arguments against
the constitutional convention should nct
seriously, because they
amount to absolutely naught and go ©o
make a conglomeration of words.
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THE STA'{E BOARD OF APPRAISERS,

Louisiana has such a body as ihe
State Board of Appraisers, the members
of which are elected by the Governcr,
Lieutenant Governor, the Secretary of
State and the Attorney General. This
Board of Appraisers is vested with the
powers of increasing or decreasing the
assessments of the public service corpora-
Hons;it does exactly what it desires, the
majority of the time, not heeding tne ap-
peals of the “dear peepul,” because it
owes absolutely nothing to the general
mass.

When the voters have nothing to say
about the men who shall compose a body,
as important as the State Board of Ap-
praisers should be. They can expect
nothing from that board. The members
of the Board of Appraisers can do what-
ever they want and the people of Louis-
iana need not whimper for they have no
recourse to take; they cannot have these
men ousted from office; they cannot rea-
sonably expect the membets to do their
bidding, because the voters were never
consulted over the election of the mem-
bers of the State Board of Appraisers.

In view of the fact that the public ser-
vice corporations, according to statistics
and reliable information, are not paying
their just proportion of the state faxes
and in view of the fact also, that the
State Board of Appraisers, ever since its
existence, has never deemed it proper to
increase the assessments of the trust mo-
nopolies and service corporations the
constitutional convention should either
abolish that office or should make the of-
fice elective instead of appointive.

Many politicians who have the in-
terest of their constituents at heart, as
well ag organizations, chief among them
is the Farmers’ Union, have been advo-
cating the abolishment of the State Board
of Appraisers. The farmers think that
the matter of assessing the service cor-
porations should lie entirely in the hands
of the parish assessors, so that the rail-
roads, mining companies, the telephone
and telegraph companies would be
forced to pay taxes in the same propor-
tion as the small farmers.

The service corporations do not pay
one-half, some say one-fourth, of what
they should pay; yet they will monopo-
lize everything in this state, serving only
the communities in which they do busi-
ness, while the state treasury is being
depleted.

“COUSIN BOB™ IN LIMELIGHT

Qur distinguished United States Sen-
ator “Cousin Bob” Broussard is once
more on the political screne. He has had
the undaunted bravery of flatfootedly
announcing that he was a supporter of
Porteous Burke, the Democratic nomi-
nee for delegate to the constitutional con-
vention from Iberia. Think of the un-
mitigated gall! What a political hero is
Lob Broussard!

Now that Senator Broussard has
been so severely criticized by the Demo-
crats of Louisiana for having “flopped”
during the famous Bull Moose invasion
of the Third Congressional District last
Fall and fearing that he is in bad odor
with the voters of this state the Iberia
politician seems to be willing to come out
openly in favor of Democracy. This
wor’t do, however, Cousin Bob. The
staunch and loyal Democrats of Louis-
iana are not forgetful; they will not for-
get what a political hypoerite vou are
and how you treated the party which
has repeatedly honored you, when the

Bull Moose movement was started in
vour own distriet.

'‘GONE CRAZY ON GOOD CAUSE

A news dispatch from Fulton, Ky.,
conveys the information that the resi-
dents of Fulton ‘county recently went
crazy over good roads, and during the
space of a couple of days, had erected
several miles of model roads between Pa-
ducah, Ky., and Memphis, Tenn.

The Fulton county taxpayers har-
moniously set to work to _have good
roads, sheriffs, congressmen. as well as
state and county officials of all depart-
ments were on the highways, implements

in hands, assisting the farmers and prop-
erty owners to build good roads.

Louisiana has a good roads day just
like Kentucky, but as yet'there have been
very few people who have taken advan-
tage of that day to attend to the promo-
tion of good highways. Why could not
the taxpayers of Louisiana, from the
north to the south and from Texas to
Mississippi, get together and all go on
the roads, with the necessary implements
and materials to build good roads for one
or two days? Why can’t we do like the
people of Fulton county, Kentucky?
Let’s all go ecrazy on good roads.

CAPITOL REMOVING

The subject of removing the state
capitol has once more been revived, this
time with some degree of earnestness.
Alexandria is making a big fuss over the
prospects of being awarded the state
house by the constitutional convention.

Alexandria has long been recog-
nized as one of the most progressive cit-
ies of Louisiana, but our friends from
Rapides forget that when the matter for
the choosing of a capital city comes up
the Rapides metropolis will surely not be
the only city to contest Baton Rouge for
the capitol.

There is some probability that Ba-
ton Rouge will be caused considerable
uneasiness over the capitol removal ques-
tion, although the Alexandria dream of
long duration may prove to be only a
mist. One certainty, however, Opelou-
sas will likely make a fight for the state
house in the event that the delegates to
the constitutional convention should con-
clude that Baton Rouge is no longer
needed as the state capital.

Opelousas is recognized as the most

hospitable place in the state; no one,
whether he be a farmer or a president of

a bank, governor or ward constablé; can
say that Opelousas has not always been
more hospitable than any other city. We
treat them all aright here and we make
no distinction when it comes to enter-
taining visitors. Hence Opelousas will
have a very strong following among the
working classes of Louisiand and in all
brobabilities would have as good a
chance to land the state house as Alex-
andria. :

Some would believe that Opelousas
would not be in the race for the capitol.
Many think that Alexandria can dazzle
every voter in the state,
forgotten that Opelousas is centrally lo-
cated, enjoys splendid railroad accom-
modations, and is situated in the section
of the state which has the biggest voting
strength. If the majority of the voters
residing closer to Opelousas than Alexan-
dria would vote for Opelousas this city
would be the next state capital, without
any degree of doubt.
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Suffragettes are storming every
town and precinct in the state with a
view of impressing the delegates to the
constitutional convention. The ladies
are anxious to secure the ballot but it
appears that politicians are beginning to
dodge the issue and some hair pulling is
liable o be exhibited in New Orleans next
month.

The constitutional convention will
not raise the poor man’s taxes and for
that reason the corporation fed politi-
cians like Lee Emmet Thomas are oppos-
ing the holding of a convention. The
good people of St. Landry should not be
guided by the arguments of such a poli-
tical flopper and selfish legislation ob-
structionist.

Lieutenant Governor Thomas C.
Barret, candidate for governor, has chal-
lenged Dr. Pierceson and Attorney Gen-
Ruff Pleasant to resign their positions as
state officials. Barret is willing if the oth-
ers resign. There will be lots of talking
but no action along this line. :

The Kansas state election was re-
ported quiet, only two men being killed
and one mortally wounded. Very quiet
indeed. Prohibition is having its desired
effect in the banner state of the anti-sa-
loon element.

Several editors, who have forgotten
hoyv to give free space to politicians,
printed with flaring headlines, the Thom-
ag statement, against the constitutional
convention, So much energy and vital-
ity wasted by some of Louisiana’s editors,

St. Landrians who have had oceca-
sion to visit the. California expositions
express the opinion that Louisiana could
give the West “aces and spades” and
still be the winner, when it comes to the
fertility of the soil.

_ Opelousas is developing a few real
live boosters, here lately. Isn’t it a pity
that we haven’t as many boosters as
knockers? Boosting is the making of a
c¢ity, hence we should get busy and boost
until we go crazy.

. Theodore Bilbo, hailed as “the big-
gest political crook of them all” has been
elected Governor of Mississippi, over
three opponents. Politics is a real funny
game after all.
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It Translates from the Greek

Music may be all Greek to

if you play it yourself.

The Euphona Player - Piano
enables you to do the playing.

ily, and entertains your guests. Furthermore,

Can now be bought“with your

ou, but the more you
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appreciate it. ~Especially is this true
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Piano money

It is the first Quality player to be
offered at a price any piano buy-

ities, increasingly

er can afford. - Made possible by our unequaled factory facil-

Your old instrument accepted in exchange and balance
payable in monthly payments to suit you.

larger output, and unusual selling plan.
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Announcements.

We are aulhorized to announce

ARTHUR SIMON :
as a candidate for the office of City
Judge of the City of Opelousas and
of the First Ward of the Parish of
St. Landry, La., subjeet to the ac-
tion of the Demogratic party.

We are authorized to announce the
candidacy of E. 5. KERR for re-election
to the office of City Judge at the prima-
ry election to be held in January, 1916.

We are authorized to announce

J. M. SANDERS t
as a candidate for member of the Low-
er House of the General Assemby of
the State of Louisiana, from St. Landry
arish, subject to the action of the
emocratic party.

I take this means of announcing
myself as a candidate for a fourth,
term as police juror from ourl
ward. ~ Before doing so T have con-,
vinced myself that you wish me to;
serve you anoother term. Ialsofeel!
that this work is somewhat of a!
profession with me.

If you elect me I shall do in the
future what T have done in the]
past—my duly as I see it.

Respectiully,
. E, DAILEY,

- SHERIFF'S SALE
PORT BARRE';__SS'[‘A_TE BANK
CLARK DE LOACH ET AL

No. 20,338, 16th Judicial Disiriet
Court, Parish of 2t. Landr. La.
By virtue of a writ of fieri facias

issued ont of the Hon, 16th Judigial |

District Court, in and for the Par-

ish of 8t. Landr, La., in the above

entifled and numbered suitand fo
me direcied, I have seized and will
offer for sale, for cash. at public}
auction to the last and highest bid-
der, at the front door of the Court

House of 8f. Landry Parish., at

Opelousas, La, on

SATURDAY, APG. 14,1915,

at 11 o'elock a. m. the following
described property. to-wit:

A cerfain tract of land situated
at Bolner, 8. Landry Parish. La.
with all the buildings and improve-
ments thereon: bounded on the
north by lands of Boagni. on the
south by lands of Thos: A. Dunbar,

Hawkin, and on the west by Benl
Wyble, econtaining 20 acres: being
same properiy acquired by Clark
Deloach from Salllie Hawkins, Aug.
12, 1902, by act of sale before G, T.
Hawkins, Notary Public.

BMS: Cash o pav and salis-
fy the sum of one hundred doilars,
debt, with interest and costs. un-
less the samie i3 immediately paid,
; M. L. 8WORDS, sherifl.
Jjuly 10-6t 3

The worst cases, no matter of how long standi
are cured by the wonderfui S e,
Porter's Antiseptic Healing Oil. It relieves
Pain and Heals at the same time, 25¢, S6c, $1.00
Al

MONEY TO LOAN

~On  farm lands in Ibema. St
‘Martin, St. Landry and Lafayette
Parishes, Ten years first morlage.
No deposiis reguired. No inspee-
tien charges. Have 8100000 - ap-
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OPELOUSAS NATIONAL BANK
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E. B. Dubuissen,
Presidant

Ghas. F. Boagnl,
Vice-President
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Regular~

2 3.50 |
- Ostermoor way, and are much b

it than the regular .
Ostermoor Mattress. Weigh 50 pounds, Sale P-nce
5 pounds more than regular, and are even
miore Juxuriously comfortable. Coverings
Zre tae most expensive Tickings made,
i both Dust-Proof Satin Finish and French
o Mercerized Art Twill. 'Dne of the biggest
opportunities ever offered our customers,
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You can get a Sixty Pound Hote

jortioned hese parishes for a
imited tin Only bonifide ‘bor- |
rowers need ‘apply.  If interested, |

L. 8. MELTON,

see or write -~ Y,
LAFAYETTE. LA,
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Ostermoor Mattress at F. L. SANDOZ
for $16.50——Fpr_short‘ time only.

All built (not stuffed) layer-wise, in the |
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