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as seeond-class matter.

DR. MERRICK W. SWORDS

The St. Landry Clarion has always tried to

be fair with its political opponents, giving the
hardest knocks it knew how, but never strik-

ia below the belt,
:ts opposition to Sheriff Swords was based
nlgood and sufficient grounds, those grounds
: remain and preclude the remotest possibil-

of .any bridging of the wide chasm between
4 b heriff's and this ofilce, but this antagonism
4:.not include the members of his family,
'.; Whom the Clarion entertains' the kindest
i felings; it therefore is. pleased to endorse

c•candidacy of. Dr. Merrick W. Swords. for
; pi tion pf the presidency of the state,

:d".of 'ohealth, ,perhaps the most important
intment in the gift of the governor.
dthis endorsement is not based on any

n ism to the present incumbent, .who al-
tugh=I he entered .on the duties of his high

=~ w without any special experience and with
reputation as a sanitarian, has certainly

gde `od and gained nationl fame, by reason
isi early adoption 'of the principle of the

education fthe masses, as the key-
to to bid policy and by virtue .of his ad-1

ative`: •ability and continuous activities.
t Clarion, however,.. is a believer in the
o: ld d mocr ti# doctrine- of rotation in~

t in e .eoptioneal cases, where it is
: to replace or where political consider-

7 lke it: aessary to preserve the oilid-
li 1 itica orgadization. This doea not

In thepreseit Instance by reason of the
)* Sta. S -words is entirely competent to
4 *t 0 por being beWked by many tif the

5 e 4 im" e .~ ot in the state who are
z det ep 4osiin; oi Judge of his qualifloca

Sha R latndw *04 the appointment would
ao political bearig ingo the political affairs

za8 being equal the Glarion will always
a 4. a-•o.ik•SL Landry and while the ap-

Sican . I snr ense be credited to St.
aba7. sine Dr. Swords has been for aomne-

Sresident of New Orleans, whence his
•iJ't a ro&~ t.iand pr o to ativities rediate, it

AX- to rewod the ft hat • s of St.
~a .ahas made good away from home. Dr.

words' activities in this campaign niaturally call
4eno iton by the executive; h was one of4original Pleasant meni and made an active

a for him in the primary and in the ight
the general eleetion did yeoman 5cr-

the party.
. words, If appointed, will enter on his

< eJitith really more experience as a assita-
Q*5thgn 414 his predecessof; as- a speaker he is

eir, as an adjidnstrator he is of course '

quantity, his sucoees depending on
4 he4 surrounds himself with; thes are e

beaes'that every Incomning administration
take, aince all departments of the state

o e t could not depend on one man- or
$*Ouof men for sune4, as othetwise they

;W be in bad shape should any of the old U
lay dowo and d 4! ,-

ASFLESS ELECTIONS

( rand Coteau, La., April 26, 1916.
Tothe Editor of the St. Lapdry

-would be a great saving to the
ayerq of Louisiana if we could

gt rid at all useless elections, i. e,
AeIections where there-is no opposi-
U ;u. The state, congressional dis-
nso senatorial districts, parishes,
m~icipalkties and all other places

Shave elections under the pres-
~n law are included.
'i the euaer. of 1913 there were

" ' eltio~e n in this parish within
`~is stoth of each rother which I
c. a b'u less, because .there was but

• anidi d at each election. Tihe
rt elec•on was ~wen Leon, Haast

wa,4s l toe succeed Congres-
aa L. Laar -n the state senate,.

the lected Gilbert L. Dupre
• H . Garland in " the

ofe of Rp enteatives. Messrs.
gas ind Dupre who were demo-

M . "e.' l 'ared tahe nominees
apavtyv withoat opposit4n by
2atic Executie i Co mit-

S laving a-pr& y ay And

.ts. j;4~f-

~p:oanr~si

The beauty of our political system lies in the

very fact that" no one man indispensibl0
there is not a gift within the province of the

people or the governor but what could be filled

acceptably by a score' of competent men with

-the possible exception of legal positions, where

s knowledge of law and experience makes it ill

advised to discard proven and tried men toIput

00 in new untried men.
50 The Clarion recognizes the fact that under

ideal conditions political considerations should
-have no weight in the selection of health, edu-

* cational, eleemosynary and asylum boards, that

competency should be the only test and exper-
ience.a 'detei~ninnag actor, but since under our

at laws they are semi-political ,in character it sees
i no impropriety where competency is conceded

as in the present instance in rewarding a faith-

ful political ally. :
a Dr. Swords is a graduate of TulanO and'took a

special course at John. Hkins and has attained
prominence in his specialty.

to BE LENIENT ON fEE LOSERS
he

The legislature will be confronted with a se-

rious problem when the shaping up of the new
ad primary law will come up , There are some w,'io
ds are of the firm opinion that those who-voted for
ii- John M. Parker, Progressive-Independeent candi-

en date for governor, should be cast out of the
im democratic party; there are others who believe

ly, that in order to avoid all possible party diffiicl-
st ties every party should'have its primary on the

se same date. The liberal democrats believe, how-.
or ever, that those democrats who voted -for Mr.

to Parker should ie treated as ~ently as possible;
Sit is believed that if a rigid i is; attempted
those who innocently stye :themselves "Iad-

ly pendent Democrats" will be driven ' into the

1. republican camp.
b St. Landry was one of the Louisiana p-riishes

th to give Parker an overwhelmingmiajority Some

ly of the staunchest deinoerat, who are ilsonn democrats and 'io will cast their hbalrot for

10 the democratic candidate for president, were
Samong the leaders in the. Parker camp. They
voted for Parker .acording to the dictates of
their eonsciencefor we must judge others ase we would others judge us-and are good citizens

besides democrats.
is IWe, for one, object Moot seriously to ther- passagef a seerpimary law, on account oA

i- which the majority of votery of St. Landry par-
ish will be forced intp the republican party
mIoist unwillingly.

Even those ,o voted M r Mr. Parker know
that the progressive party is soon to fade away
, while there are ome: who wili remain reistered

i progressives, even thughu the national party is
a oited by the republioa~,( as is the plan, the
large majority of the voters of Sti Lhndry who
easet their ballot for Park14 ar in Lte demo-
cratic party ad i espeet- to remain there forever.

Wy Athen should the legisature adopt- a law
Swhirh will oforcthee men, the maJority of the
voters of this great-pg ish, out of the part of
their fathe~rs t

Of course we beliee steps hed•boil e btakes so
t as to wprserve the arty so as to iengthen It

and allow this state to`remain•i .in tti .rati
party so fong as the party lives i to it tach-

Conrada ecoq, of the Points Coupe. Banner,
is being strongly urged cs Chieft ate Fire 1Mar-
s hal; he is belihefig endorsed sy practic le all•. the
voiuntbeer fireiomla ies of tb e tate oand by a
large ntmber oi f the•.newsapers of uiina

Mr. Lecoq is an erx-resident e( the State Fire-
men Association and was at one time head of t~ylLouisiona.Press Associstion. Being expeidenced.

* in the world of firemen he woultd ake aaadj-
mirabla fire marshal.

Were it left to the people of this City wtie are
acquainted with the distinguishe!Pjoinit (bupee
editor Governor Pleasant waould hare no difcual-
fy it selecting his chie fire marshal.
* - 'The Clarionx a heartily endorses Mr. Leeoq and'
urgently irecommeiids bii:- appointment, because
we believe him "fully comfetent of making an
olliCienat firesairshal.

aMed"ttean as T'hee tIctiou
Coniittee." And if there bnao o p-
pesition the eommittee wvi! declare
them elected just as the, Dernorat-
ie Executiv Committee destarti
their candidates nominated.

To those who have no idea. What
an election costs TI ill have this to
say regarding the 'Grad Coteau
poll: Three commissioners and a
clerk on election day at $3 amrounts
to $12. Two of the con mmissoners.
bring the box to the parish seat the
next day at the same, price. The
two days amount to $18 besides ged&
ting the box and printing the tickets.
There are twenty-five polls in :t,
Landry parish, and 64 parishes yin
the state; so the reader can fiure.
out the amount one state election
casts.

tIf a law to the effect, proposed
a•love, ould be passed, I. hope some
member of the legislature from
thiS or other parishes will take this
matter up and do all ,hey can, to
enact such a law at the coming ses-
sion.

6 VOTER AND TAXPAER.

tainment axed a fa were gi en t

r4xn for the bwneft of the schto `:

.a- fair; the tables being under mag-
nifloent live oaks that surround the
school house. It was: well ;attended
and aNll ~iad a -good time. The pu-
Sils of, tie Sacred Heart Academy
wee present. "They program fol-
ows: Bong, Spring Song; Boy With

hoe; Spring S tutM; iie Moon;
Butterfly:: and Kittens:; Dixie, with
variations;i Di i's:Burglar, `recit-
tion, MissetInelr at.ry Ern it_
hall, a drama :i •three •'atsAta`I.
Scene I PlanSe sposed;i. :e IL
The Dsguise; Atd IL. To U ela-
tions;. Act l.I . Which Speaks for
Itself.: Stop When Throiih. reci-
tation, Miss Lorena Smith. Char -
aoters in the-drama,.Countess More-
land, Miss grene Oge; Countess'-two
servants, Misses Ethel Burleigh awidl
Germain Meehe; Sophie, the maid,
Iss Eleanor Burleigh; ) iss Ma-
thilda Sinclair, niece of the countr-
ess, Miss Tosephine Ltfleur; Miss
Clara Hamilton,, ancother. niece of
the countess, Miss' Mabel; Smith.

'The regular monthly& ehibition
at S. Charles college was held
Priday fore the faculty .and st-
dents of the college. It was splen-
ddly caried ot by the Thir4 Aca-

i n Pos ns Colleges Orb -
0#s i Iii3aF t

S LOUISAN P~ES S OPINION

Col. irse.atns VIausa .Opportiunne i

di Madison Journal: There is nothing :in sight to

, indicate that factionalism will play any part in1

'e the policy of the :coming administration, IMr.
1 Pleasant has had the support of a large properl.
Sit tion of the people and will have the support of

the Legislature, in carnying through such meas-
urea as have been guaranteed the voters. Mr.

d Pleasant is pledged to no radical changes and will

therefore, he in a position to work on conserva-
Lt five. lines of improvement. The distribution of

patronage constitutes one of the real trials in
" andling th" ' exeh. tive pof•ce. Governor Pleasant

Swiltl have a better'opportunity for 'a free hanid
d in this connectioi titan has been: th luck if his

recent predecessors. Therefore, the conditions
surrounding the incoming administration are

a particularly promising. We believe that Mr.
d Pleasantlwili make the best of such an unusual

opportunity.

All Over Now.

Plaquemine Protector: Now that the election
W is over the hope might be expressed-thatmatters

in general will soon shape themselves and: that
rr everybody will do his share towards the common

Sgood. It 'is not right-that politics should be per.
[ petual as .has been the case in .this parish. We
o• ought to have 'an end to unnecessary political
discussions. We ought to have an agreement on
Sthe part of both fkctions. to accept, the dpcision•
of the late election in its true spirit. There ought

Sto be abe common effort to aid Governor Pleasant
Sin uniting all Louisiana behind his plans to solve
r the sezious problems which confront the state.

~ Will you. help us?

Ba~si -at the L S. tU.

Shreveprt Journal: There are strict rule IatL. S. lI. against hazing. Two young men recently
n quit the university, rather than submit to the•:.
The institution's authority, therefore• folloewed

e the only course open to them- when they en
forced the rules and expelled the guilty students.
The matter now, it seems to us, becomes one
i between the, young men who. were expelled .and
the heads of the families to which they wills return. The father who makes a sacrafice in or-,

der that his boy shall have the benefit of finisha ed. education, ought to-. have an interview, in the

, woodshed, with the.son .who deliberately throws
away his ;opportunities.

Well, That Depends on Who's 'In."

e Ramlmond Vindicator: WeP, now, that the
i berbaforial election is over, the only thing to
disturb, the business interests of the count7s i
the presidential election whicah' occurs eP t Not
: ember. There are' foomany- elections in thise : ounty; A president should be 'elected for eight
I years, a governor for six years and legislators
-for four years. The money spent in these elect-
ions could be used to much better advantage.
Not only. that, but frequent elections tend..to dis-
turb the business interests of this country. The
Spromotion of many busines enterprises doe-

t peqds on election, results.

s . ak Sugestrs Nerve.

: Madison' Journal: During the next thirty days
There will he presented a splendid opportunity
for ,the wise ones, to aie .suggestions fo the
enactment of laws to improve, conditions in this
state. Make your suggestions befor. the -session
of the Legislature and do not wait uptil it _ad
jou~tne to complain about what ft 'ftailsto do. We
bea' so many complaints about depro~abe : -odi-
tion~ of the state, eta,- that wrt e think
it proper for the, kickers to enumerate

'troubles and suggest Semtedies. Seak now or
f.orever hold your peace.-- -

People WIU Thoroughly Approve.

Lake Charles Amierican~-Press: The people will i
thdrorubly approve of the action of' the LS. .U.
.authorities in expe!ling twelve students who 8
seemed to be incapable of learning that college I.e
-bazinSg has gone out of style and belongs to-a '-
bygone era.Getting an 'education is 'a matter.•
of supreme importance to yqung men ndw, 'not-c
merely a way of spending oie's time. 'The i dea-"
that the typical college lad should be an idler
and a bully is distinctly out of date.

Daughter, T, Campbell, . Briant;
Epitome Historiae Sacrae, 'Third:
Academic Class; King Canute",
Thackeray, G. Dubuisson; Medita-
tion from Thais, Massenet; Violin
Solo, H. Billeaud; Evangeline, Long-
fellow, Third English Class; Ques-
tions in English, Grammar, Pars-
ing and Analysis, Third English

{.Class; How They Brought The Qood
News from Ghent to Aix-Chappelle;
. Brow g, I, Nobre; Distribution
of sird; Remiarks of Very Rev.
Presirfeu; Fin , College. Ban d.

These two clMses have thi.•tyI
t ho ptzpils with the followin of-i
ficers of Third cadeemido: hE,;it
president;,A AA•rivillaga, viee--re:
ident; L•. Broussard, tressurer;
Crass colors, Emerald and Ga:old.

CARD OF T RANlES

IJ take this means of extending
.my thanksto tohe Pleasant nComit-
tee for the- nioe bridle whioh they
sent -me, I' feel convinced that; sice

he' "Boll noose"' is eapnble of
"rightening horses to the Bxtet oji
their bieaking bridles, human be-
ins bad ettes r continue to support

the domestic animals.
Alk6 I wisb to thank the Parker-

irfo 4etting his sorrow and-.
this # : 4age
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