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MARION L. SWORDS

The a;sassination of Marion L. Swords,

for twenty years the sheriff and political

leader of St. Landry parish, caused his

countless personal and political friends to

go wild with excitement. His bitterest

political enemies were among the first to

swear vengeance for his death and there

is no denying the fact that if Hilaire

Carriere would have been caught on the

day of the killing, there would have been

a public hanging on the courthouse

square.
Not only does St. Landry mourn the

sudden and tragic departure of Marion

Swords, but the entire state feels that a

gmat political leader, known throughout

sulsiana, has passed to the great be-

yond, while in the act of performing his

Aduty. While the death of Mr. Swords is

cause for grief, it is indeed a great satis-

iion to his family and his friends that

"•ae was killed at the post of duty. The vis-

iz. of the killing of this great politician

Ill ever linger in the memory of count-
to people for generations to come; par-

,•nts will relate to their off-springs the

feroic death of the "Grizzly Sheriff of St.

Landry."
Mr. Swords, like all great men, had

idfaults; he was hated most bitterly in a
~olitical sense by hundreds of people, but

.ir the other hand he was dearly loved

"many more hundreds. As a citizen Mr.
Swords set an example for charitable
deeds. His charity towards the poor and
ineedy, at all times, is attributed for his

to•Ucess in the field of politics, and it was

tbe fact that he never refused ,to stretch
out a helping hand to all who came near

11 for , assistance that pulled him

tough several close political scrapes.
The thousands who followed the life-

i4 body of the once great leader of St.

anrdry to his untimely grave is sufficient
Svidence of the esteem in which he. was

:ild by the people of this and surround-
:`i g parishes. Poor and rich, white and
t black, high and low, assempled at the

vraveyard to pay their last tribute to
} larion Swords.

-The New Orleans Item, although often
ogppjosed to the views of the dead sheriff,
:'ye the following tribute to Marion
;Cwords:

ti'~ he killing of the sheriff of St. Landry
a hidden criminal he was seeking' will

#e:deeply regretted in a personal way by
"f unusual number, for his acquaintance

-very wide.
'il~artion Swords was a distinct person-

i in his own way, one of the few out-
itnding survivors of the passing school

ipolitics in Louisiana. Some aspects of
'M strongly recalled to us the redoubt-
be fiction-figure of David Harum.

I: Thoug frequently and vigorously as-
iled by counter ambitions in the rather

"i'dependent body-politic of St. Landry,
,Swords was almost always successful in
gitting the majority of the parish voters
to see his candidacies the way he prefer-

'r:d to have them viewed. More than
:tiee, especially of.late, he has been close-.
ly Pressed, but he always rubbed out of
the jam the day after elections with a
:ew more than enough votes to. keep him
in office.

Swords was probably better known to
most of his scattered acquaintances as a
wlt and a raconteur than as a politician

and official. Behind his boundless and
boisterous geniality, however, he had the
qualities of a strong man.
. ;Naturally he had many enemies as well

th many friends. These seemed to us to
1litute from one camp to the other.
Rn a profound sense of humor he
bW• when to quit quarreling ,as well as

When~ to begin, when to keep the silence
that is golden as well as when to make a
loud aoise. Therefore, many of his fel-
ew citizens who were sometimes "agin"
hl were also sometimes "with" him,

~and, as a consequence, though sometimes
heoretically obliterated, he always

emerged from a parish fracas with a ma-
rity, and a new story to soften the blow
•rthe opposition.
SWe were sometimes against him our-

e but we appreciated his human 1

* None deplores more than ourselves 1
A• e4 that has carried him off. He
4•mdoing a dangerous duty really be-

~~ yars. His death darkens a
w sna's political field that he

kepgeii alight.

This is what the New Orleans Times-

Picayune has to say editorially of the
killing of Sheriff Swords:

By the assassination of Marion L.
Swords, veteran sheriff of St. Landry
parish, Louisiana has lost a fearless
peace officer, state politics is deprived of
one of its most forceful and picturesque
figures, and thousands of Louisianians
are called upon to mourn the loss of a
highly valued personal friend. Sheriff
Swords contributed notably to one of the
most colorful chapters of the state's po-
litical history. A stalwart partisan al-
ways, he won his way to political leader-
ship early in life and wielded an influence
not confined within the boundaries of his
own parish.

So sturdy and aggressive a leader natu-
rally antagonized, in the heat of political
conflict, a good many strong men. But
his loyalty, generosity and other engag-
ing qualities won and held a numerous
personal following. While most if not
all of his political antagonists frankly ac-
knowledged his merits and counted them-
selves political differences aside, his
friends. The Times-Picayune seldom
found itself in political agreement with
the dead sheriff and his faction, but it
esteemed the virtues and qualities which
gained him the personal friendship of
thousands throughout the state.

His magnificent physical courage,
which long ago gained recognition, never
showed to finer advantage than in the
episode which resulted in his death. In
search of a fugitive wanted upon charges
of murder and notorious as a desperado,
he moved unshrinkingly to the perform-
ance of his duty, accepting without hesi-
tation the known risks involved. His
assassination constitutes one of the black-
est crimes in Louisiana's recent history,
and all Louisianians join in the hope that
the assassin may be speedily captured
and adequately punished.

The New Orleans Daily States, one "of
the leading Louisiana dailies friendly to
Sheriff Swords, says:

The entire state has been shocked by a
terrible `tragedy in St. Landry parish, in
which the sheriff was instantly killed,
one deputy mortally wounded and. two
others seriously injured in an encounter
with a desperate criminal at Mallet

Woods, when the sheriff and posse at-

tempted to arrest him. It is another one

of those occurrences which demonstrates

the uncertainty of life and the necessity
of a great state protecting the lives of

her citizens so far as within her power
against the operations of such despera-
does.

Gov. Pleasant has gone to Opelousas,
to attend the funeral of Sheriff Marion
L. Swords, killed while in the service of
his parish and state, and it is his intention
of offering a reward on behalf of the
state for the apprehension of the assassin,
and any others that may have been a
party to the crime.

The murderer in this case was a fugi-
tive from justice at the time,'he having
shot and killed a man in Jennings, La.
This phse of this deplorable affair, em-
phasizes the necessity of a more rigid
handling and guarding of desperate char-
acters with which the parishes and state
must deal. It has become a popular thing
for citizens generally to seek the release
of criminals, murderers, and prisoners
almost indiscriminately, either through
the parole or by pardon, after they have
served but-a short portion of their sen-
tences. The public, as a rule, is prone
to forget quickly, and to forgive almost
as readily. Hence the ease with which
long petitions are secured asking for the
release of desperate characters who have
been apprehended and convicted and
have been sent where they properly be-
long.

Therefore, while the people stand
aghast at this terrible St. Landry tragedy,
let them not forget the lesson which it
carries-that there should be a tighten-
ing of the laws that govern criminals,
rather than any lossening.

LACK OF SPIRIT

The lack of the right sort of spirit in
the Opelousas ball club has somewhat
depressed the players, who have tried to
give a splendid exhibition of the national
pastime, whenever Opelousas. would
hook-up with other teams. Opelousas at
one time was the best baseball town in
this section of the state; hundreds of en-
thusiastic fans would crowd the park
each Sunday, and as a consequence of
their backing the local boys usually put
a winning ~fght.

Opelousas has a good strong tehm
composed mostly of home boys; the local
club has certainly payed up to the stan-
dard of former home teams and there .isno reason why the fans should not patron-
ize the club more liberally than hereto-

fore this season.
The manager of the local club has doneall in his means to build up a strong ag-

gressive team and in our opinion has suc-eeeded. Good games have been staged
practically every Sunday, -but at every

game it is noticed,,despite the fact that

the local boys play better each time, thecrowd becomes smaller and smaller.

The local fans either should patronizethe Opelousas club or advise the-manager

;hat baseball is no longer wanted here, as

t takes more' than doughnuts to keep atrong club together.,

We sincerely hope that those fans, whowere so enthusiastic a few weeks back.

wili rally once more under the banner of

Manager Dejean's team and show the
proper spirit, by rooting the home club

to victory each Sunday.

THE GOOD SOLDIER

The good soldier is the soldier who is

ready to perform any duty assigned to

him. To be a good soldier one need not

be bloodthirsty, he need not be anxious to

kill some one or be killed. It is not more

necessary that the soldier should be anx-

ious to fight than that the fireman should

be eager for a fire. It is sufficient that

soldier and fireman be ready to make any

sacrifice required.

It is no reflection on the courage and

loyalty of the fireman that the people

who employ him try to prevent fires by

encouraging the erection of fireproof
buildings-no fireman feels offended if

the people prefer a hotel of steel and

concrete to a firetrap structure. Neither

is it a reflection on the patriotism of the

soldier to try to avoid war. Peace
treaties are intended to pfevent war as
fireproof buildings are intended to pre-

vent fire. One can appreciate the ser-
vices rendered by both fireman and spl-
dier without desiring either a fire or a
fight.-W. J. Bryan.

LOUISIANA PRERS OPINION

GRADUATING S#ATESMEN

In old times a man •ad to stand for a
variety of accomplishnients to keep him-
self before the public anl read praise and
admiration, and incidentally get elected
to a good paying job. But with our mod-
ern methods all this red tape is done
away with.. By qualifying as an "Amer-
ican" and advancing "Americanism," the
trick is done and the citizen is graduated
as a statesman. In the coinage of this
new term, which spells everything, we
have relegated to the junk pile the faith-
ful and expressive phrases "conserva-
tive" and "progressive." These terms,
like shirtwaists, won't keep in' style from
one season to another. But for the time
being what good bait they make for suck-
ers.-Madison Journal.

"CUSS" MAYOR BEHRMAN

It is amusing to hear some of our coun-
try friends "cuss" Mayor Behrman, and
in the next breath agree that Martin
Behrman is the best Mayor New Orelans
ever had. It has been slowly dawning
upon many of the country; people that
Mayor Behrman, Colonel Ewing and the
city organization in general are pretty
good fellows, very progressive citizens,
and above all, that they do not wear
horns.-The Plaquemine Protector.

ASWELL'S OLD SETTLERS' BILL

A favorable report on the Aswell old
settlers' bill was made to the senate this
week by the committee on public lands.
This bill provides for the relief of several
hundred settlers who claim lands, along
the Texas and Pacific railroad. This bill
was passed in the house, and its favora-
ble report by the senate committee makes
its final passage within a short while al-
most an absolute certainty. This bill has
been pending three or four years, and Mr.
Aswell has had a hard fight, meeting
much opposition from strong corpora-
tioi interests, which almost defeated the
bill, but he seems now to be within the
reach of success for a "deserving bill.-
Colfax Chroliicle.

ALTOGETHER-NOW !
Cheer up!
You may have faid more than ever,

this year, for your beef and sugar. The
price of your daily bread may have soar-
ed. But that's only an hallucination.

Really, the cost of living has been low-
ered-lowered by one cent. That's the
official report of the bureau of labor.

Life is worth living, after all, isn't it?
Cheer up.-Shreveport Times.'

V•ViAL STATISTICS

Madison Journal: In looking over the
last report of the State Board of Heajth
an item in the recapitulation of vital sta-
tistics was of special Interest. It ap-
pears that in the river parishes that the
negro population as compared to' the
white population outnumbers the white
more than te~ to one, but the report
shows that there is comparatively no dif-
ference in .the number of births. The
figures also show that the total death rate
and birth rate are very- close together.
Of course the meager birth rate of the
negro race has been noted for many
yearsi but'it is not generally appreciated
that the conditions are as marked- as in-
dicated in the last report.

SHERIFF RACE APT
TO PROVE INTERESTING,

Several Prominent Men Are
Being Mentioned As

Likely, Candidates

There is a long list of names
mentioned in the approach-
ing sheriff race. There are at
least a" half a dozen or more
tentative candidates being
spoken off, among whom are
Dr. R. M. Littell, acting sher-
iff, Charles Thibodeaux, Da-
rius Fontenot, Dr. Many Stagg,
,Yves Andrepont, Allen Mc-
Coy, Page Walker and Plais
Horn.

Politicians claim, however,
that the fight will dwindle
down to two men. It is prob-
able that there might be a
three-cornored race, but this
is regarded as very unlikely.

As the date of election can
not be very far off, the law re-
quiring that the general elec-
tion be held within sixty days
of the date of vacancy, is is
probable that the fight will
wax warm by Monday, when
prospective candidates will
have made up their minds to
either make the race or with-
draw from the fight alto-`
gether.

Since the political situation
is so unsettled at present it is
difficult to discern who will
make the race. Should a fac-
tional fight be made it is evi-
dent that the strongest possi-
ble candidate will be put into
the field by the two opposing
factions, in which event an ex-
ceedingly spirited and' excit-
ing contest is watched for.

:0:

HICKMAN-STERLING

E. C. Hickman, of Alexan-
dria, and Miss Josephine Sterl-
ing of Opelousas, gave their
many friends quite a surprise
by being quietly married on
last- Saturday evening at :the
Episcopal Church in Alexan-
dria, Rev. Mr: Duncan, minis-
ter of the Alexandria church
officiating. .

So quietly was the affair
planned that not even the
mother-of the groom, who re,
sides in Alexandria, was
aware of the event. The
brother of the bride, Robert
Sterling, Miss 'Fannie Hick-
man, sister of the groom,` and
two, witnesses were present.

On Sunday morning the hap-
py couple, with Miss Hickman,
came to Opelousas to visit the
bride's mother, returning on
the same day for their home in
Alexandria.

Mr. Hickman is a young
man of promising future, be-
ing connected with the A. W.
R. R., while the bride is ,a
popular young lady of this,
city.

FOR SALE AT A BARGAIN.
A three horse power Olds

Gasoline Engine, in good run-
ning order. Reason for sell-
ing: have installed electric
motors. Anyone needing an
engine of standard make, at a
very low price, will do-swell to
investigate. If interested call
at my office and I Wtrill take
pleasure in showing the en.;
gine and giving any informa-
tion desired.
BODEMULLER, The Printer.
July 22-tf.

LOST OR STOLEN. Open
face gold watch with blcck
cloth fob with gold initials "J.
A. P." Finder will please re-
turn to J. A. Parkins and re-
ceive reward, July 22tf

FOR SALE Furniture and
piano, all in good condition.
Reason for selling, party mov-
ing out of town. Mrs. Cara
Breaux.

Miss Pauline Andrus, of
Crowley, is spending sometime
in this city the guest of Mist:
Rose Chachere.

Misses Rose Chachere, Ger-
tie Fux, Steve Durand ,of tiis
city, and Sidney Durand "of
Lafayette, motored to Chare-
ton on Thursday and bopte4
of a fine trip.

NOTICE FOB SEAljD $lDS

Notice is hereby lgiven that bids
for the printing of. the official pro-
ceedings, ordinances, notices, etc,
of the town of Melville, La , will be
received by the Board'of Alderme.
of said town, the, right being re-
served to rejeetay or all bids. Ac
iresh all bids tao 1t H. iO ntgonery,
clerk Board of :Aldermen, MelvllSe

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. I,
am applying for a pardon.
Arthur Domengeaux.

july-22-6t -

DIVINE SERVICES

There will be -divine sex-
vices at the- Church of. the
Epiphany (-ipircopal), Suit..
day, July .2rd,; 1916,: at 8 P"

S,. Rev.. Menard Dosweli Jr:,
afL 1atingr

I-i;-

C' 5Y6r Malari :
Tate Oidmioe. It will stop your chills and fever. It will make you

well and strong again. If you live in a malarial c6untry take it once

,a week. Not only will it ward off malaria, but it is an excellent

tonic and appetizer, Builds you up, makes you: blood red, and fills

,you full of life.
uara111 is,, O pdinsaraianteed. if sdoes not stop your chlls sod emer sa

UB aran t ke t•e emp bootiis•bsod pus•hase pate l.l rnde4

ianf. The BEHRENS DRUG CO., - -Waco Texas

Runs Chills Awa

'-;A
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&00 TOLUN1 R WAHIED
To join those already en-

listed as regular customers

of my Electric Shoe Shop.
Where you will get your
shoe repairing done by mod-
ean electric 'machinery with

as quick service as our
modern machine guns do in
time of war.

ELECTRIC 811O 1 SHOP
1. CIAiPia, Prop

FOR RENT a residenee in t•tbt
ern part of thiis city on th6i stietr
leading to the race track, three
rooms, dining room,, kitchen and
pantry, a large lot and a big barn.
Cheap. Apply at this oflce.
feb '26-tf t

The Strong Withstand the' ieat oI
Summer Better Than the Weak

Old people who ar.efeeble, and yOmnpe
people who are wakx llbe ttCoiat d
and enabled to th &go .:t i
ing heat of s inlmer ti #ngiregtiariy
Grove'3 "astelebn s Towc It"
and enriches tbe blod tand up
the whole system. Qe ,...._ ;

BILIOUSNESS AND STOUMACH
TROUBLE

"Two years ago - sutfered from

frequent attacks nof stomach trou-
ble and biliousness,'' writes Miss
Emma Verbryke, Lima QOhik; "I.
~could eat very little food 'that=
agreed with me and I became, so
dizzy and sick at my stomach 'at
times that I had to take hold of.
something to keep from •.falini•-
Seeing Chamberlain's Tablets ad&
vertised I decided to try them..i I
improved rapidly." Obtainale
everywhere.

CHEMESTER SPII

anination Jor teahes' certiffcatesGFOll metafhlc boJul, 24 2 l, fo
wibtss an Jl 27, ss , To

BWELW DIANSP zfo
naregaroesdda •lest, et.

$OLD BY :AD DRUGGISTS
~I. EVER UY WVII E UE4

OICE 'm TEACHERS-The ex-
amination -for, teachers'. cert~ifcates
will be held July 24; 25, 468, for
whites; and July '2,. 28 29, for
negroes.

Esanginations will be held on the
above dates beginning July 24th, at
S*Q A. M., at the Sigh Sc"ool
Dniling, Opelousas, La.

Teachers who expect to take spe.
el ,first grade subjects must uo
tify the, Parish Superintendent, of
the subjects they expect to :take be-
fored July 15th, Jso that questins
may be prepared.

W. B. P COTT,.
Suppt Schools of 4t. L.ancd y Pariah.f
uly Ist, 4t

It is a great risk to travel wlth.
out a bottle of Chlamberian's Golic,
ChoIera and Diarrhoea Remedy, as
this preparatieon canpiot be ob-
tained on the trainas or steam-
ships. Attacke : Efbwel complaint
are often su en ant very severe,
and everyone should .go prepared
for them. Obtainable everywhere.

1k s iig SimM *ish es Sa

'a4bn 'rbu WW11WW tt n s.4e

on as st~ i Gr..oYVr. S

Talk pIus1
The salsma .who Isa
ler and not an orde7
is backed by a certain p
sonal foroe-iand appe ,
ance.
There is soeiething to hizt
besides mere talk.

sonal force-to your prl '
tter so that it ill-

-sell goods..

Get in touch with ia toda sa4
we'll show you how.

BODEM ULLEIR

OPELOUSAS.A&, LA.

pliNs DOWnow 1 JD mEaniEs 0
ALUING OCCASIONtAILg

Mineral Wells;
Wihe Humna Repaid SItop

WILL IX. YOU UP

LOW ROUND TRIP RATES
'etter Get You System 'i

*-fo" SummerO

Free Literature orf ther
.h atlon d o the S Asndr .o

AD. fD RELL, 0u . D0 ',
st. Gen.P. At. A et.

Opelousas, La., June 28th, '
Pursuant to the direction f:

pres dent and he provision of
charter, a .meeting of the,
holders of the St. Landry Cotton
Co., ie hereby called tbo o e he4of
Iaie eth e of the companye a
&udoso, La. on ths! 8 the the
da. of AuTitst, 0a6 ,rtlo'
A. M., for the purpose: of
members of the board of dire*t
for the year" ending Oti the
Monday in June, 1917, and ior *

irther purpose of tranisa
such other business as the .to
holders may denem of beneat or ad
vantage to the said corporati
ftaith whereof I have iereunf4 So
umy hand and alflxed the sai-
said corporation, this 28thL dy At
Juie, A. i., 19&8.

t LU . OTAG•,
Secrelary-Tresur

j$ily-14t-

4IAMUERLAIN'S VOLIC, CH%*
kM A DIN A IAn OrA

veiWW family without excep
iahould keep this family pr
tfln at hand durfing thehtw th

At the summermonths. ChaumnJ*
aisi's Colio Choleta sad DiariWo
REimedy is worth mnru 1tmm 9 8

cost when needed and is almost ot
tain to be needed befort'e the su R0
mer is over. It has no sauprirf fla'
the purpose for which it is fiS
tended. Buy it now. ObfaiablI
anywhere. Ju t

Ethis. It pnsedodp plr bee


