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MARION L. SWORDS

The assassination of Marion L. Swox"ds.,
for twenty years the sheriff and politll’.:f:tl
leader of St. Landry parish, caused his
countless personal and political friends to
go wild with excitement. His bit:terest
political enemies were among the first to
awear vengeance for his death and tho:re
is no denying the fact that if Hilaire
Carriere would have been caught on the
day of the killing, there would have been
4 public hanging on the courthouse
square.

Not only does St. Landry mourn the
sudden and tragic departure of Marion
Swords, but the entire state feels that a
great political leader, known throughout

 Louisiana, has passed to the great be-
_yond, while in the act of performing his

. duty. While the death of Mr. Swords is
cause for grief, it is indeed a great satis-
faction to his family and his friends that
he was killed at the post of duty. The vis-
jon of the killing of this great politician
will ever linger in the memory of count-
less people for generations to come; par-
ents will relate to their off-springs the
heroic death of the “Grizzly Sheriff of St.
Ilanfjw.” ¢ ;

Mr. Swords, lik8 all great men, had
fauplts; he was hated most bitterly in a
politica® sense by hundreds of people, but
an the other hand he was dearly loved

Py many more hundreds. As a citizen Mr.
words set an example for charitable
‘deeds, His charity towards the poor and

This is what the New Orleans Times-
Picayune has to say editorially of the
killing of Sheriff Swords:

By the assassination of Marion L.
Swords, veteran sheriff of St. Landry
parish, Louisiana has lost a fearless
peace officer, state politics is deprived of
one of its most forceful and picturesque
figures, and thousands of Louisianians
are called upon to mourn the loss of a
highly valued personal friend. Sheriff
Swords contributed notably to one of the
most colorful chapters of the state’s po-
litical history. A stalwart partisan al-
ways, he won his way to political leader-
ship early in life and wielded an influence
not confined within the boundaries of his
own parish.

8o sturdy and aggressive a leader natu-
rally antagonized, in the heat of political
conflict, a good many strong men. But
his loyalty, generosity and other engag-
ing qualities won and held 2 numerous
personal following. While most if not
all of his political antagonists frankly ac-
knowledged his merits and counted them-
selves political differences agide, his
friends. @ The Times-Picayune seldom
found itself in political agreement with
the dead sheriff and his faction, but it
esteemed the virtues and qualities which
gained him the personal friendship of
thousands throughout the state.

His magnificent physieal courage,
which long ago gained recognition, never
showed to finer advantage than in the
episode which resulted in his death. In
search of a fugitive wanted upon charges
of murder and notorious as a desperado,
he moved unshrinkingly to the perform-
ance of his duty, accepting without hesi-
tation the known risks involved. . His
assassination constitutes one of the black-
est crimes in Louisiana’s recent
and all Louisianians join in the hope that
the assassin may be speedily captured
and adequately punished. -

The New Orleans Daily States, one of
the leading Louisiana dailies friendly to
Sheriff Swords, says:

The entire state has been shocked by a
terrible tragedy in St. Landry parish, in
which the sheriff was instantly killed,
one deputy mortally wounded and two
others seriously injured in an encounter
with a desperate criminal af Mallet

Woods, when the sheriff and posse aft-
tempted to arrest him. It is another one
of those occurrences which demonstrates
the uncertainty of life and the qecesmty
of a great state protecting the lives of
her citizens so far as within her power
against the operations of such despera-
does. . ]

Gov. Pleasant has gone to Opelousas
to attend the funeral of Sheriff Marion.
L. Swords, killed while in the service of

‘needy, at all times, is attributed for his
success in the field of politics, and it was
ithe fact that he never refused #o stretch
it a helping hand to all who came near
‘him for  assistance that pulled him
- through several close political scrapes.
" The thousands who followed the life-
less body of the once great leader of St.

Landry to his untimely grave is sufficient
_evidence of the esteem in which he was
_held by the people of this and surround-
| ing parishes. Poor and rich, white and

- ‘black, high and low, assembled at the
graveyard to pay their last tribute to

Marion Swords.
. The New Orleans Item, although often
‘opposed to the views of the dead sheriff,
‘pays the following fribute’ to Marion

Swords:

- dThe killing of the sheriff of St. Landry
by a hidden criminal he was seeking will
be deeply regretted in a personal way by
~an unusual number, for his acquaintance
was very wide,

* Marion Swords was a distinet person-
ality in his own way, one of the few out-
standing survivors of the passing school
‘of politics in Louisiana. Some aspects of
his strongly recalled to us the redoubt-
“able fiction-figure of David Harum,

. Though freqguently and vigorously as-
sailed by counter ambitions in the rather
independent body-politic of St. Landry,
Swords was almost always suecessful in
getting the majority of the parish voters
to cee his candidacies the way he prefer-
red to have them viewed. More than
once, especially of late, he has been close-.

Iy pressed, but he always rubbed out of
the jam the day after elections with a
few more than enough votes to keep him

~in office, 3

Swords was probably better known to

- most of his scattered acquaintanc:s as a
wit and a raconteur than as a politician
and official. Behind his boundless and

boisterous geniality, however, he had the

. gualities of a strong man, '

t Naturally he had many enemies as well

a8 many friends. These seemed to us to
Ffluctuate from one camp to the other.

‘Having a profound sense of humor he
knew when to quit quarreling as well as

. “when to begin, when to keep the silence
“ that is golden as well as when to make a

“loud moise. Therefore, many of his fel-

dow citizens who were sometimes “‘agin”

‘him were also sometimes “with” him,
nd, as a consequence, though sometimes

‘theoretically obliterated, he  always

emerged from a parish fracas with a ma-
ority, and a new story to soften the blow
for the opposition. :
- We were sometimes against him our-
elves, but we appreciated his human |
side. - None deplores more than ourselves |
& deed that has carried him off. He

[

strong club together.

his parish and state, ]
of offering a reward on behalf of tpe
state for the apprehension of the assassin,
and any others that may have been
party to the erime. e
The murderer in this case was a fugi-
tive from justice at the time, he having
shot and killed a man in Jennings, La.
This phs;s'e-of this deplorable affair, em-
phasizes the necessity of a more rigid
handling and guarding of desperate char-
acters with which the parishes and state
must deal. It has become a popular thing
for citizens generally to seek the release
of eriminals, murderers, and prisoners
almost indiseriminately, either through
the parole or by pardon, after they have

tences. The public, as a rule, is prone
to forget quickly, and to forgive almost
as readily. Hence the ease with which
long petitions are secured asking for the

bheen apprehended and convicted and
have been sent where they properly be-
iong. . :

Therefore, while the people stand
aghast at this terrible St. Landry tragedy,
let them not forget the lesson which it
carries—that there should be 3 tighten-
ing of the laws that govern criminals,
rather than any lossening. .
m
LACK OF SPIRIT

The lack of the right sort of spirit in
the Opelousas ball club has somewhat
depressed the players, who have tried to
give a splendid exhibition of the national
pastime, whenever Opelousas would
hook-uip with other teams. Opelousas at
one time was the best bazeball town in
this section of the state; hundreds of en-
thusiastic fans would crowd the park
each Sunday, and as a consequence of
their backing the local boys usually put
a winning fight.,
~ Opelousas has a good strong team
composed mostly of home boys; the local
club has certainly payed up to the stan-

no reason why the fans should not patron-
ize the club more liberally than hereto-
fore this season. L :
The manager of the local club has done
all in his means to build up a strong ag-
gressive team and in our opinion has suc-
ceeded. Good games have been staged
practically every Sunday, but ' at every
game it is noticed, despite the fact that
the local boys play better each time, the
crowd becomes smaller and smaller.
The local fans either should patronize
the Opelousas club or advise the manager
that baseball is no longer wanted here, as
it takes more than doughnuts to keep a

ied in doing a dangerous duty really be-
yond his years. His death darkens a
§pot in Lonisiana’s political field that he
‘kept genially alight.

We sincerely hope that those fans, who

' were so enthusiastic a few weeks back.

will rally once more under the banner of

history, |

and it i3 his intention

served but'a short portion of their sen-|

release of desperate characters who have

{much opposition from

‘ed.

dard of former home teams and there is|

Manager Dejean’s team and show the
proper spirit, by rooting the home elub
to victory each Sunday.

THE GOOD SOLDIER

The good soldier is the soldier who is
ready to perform any duty assigned to
him. 'To be a good soldier one need not
be bloodthirsty, he need not be anxious to
kill some one or be killed. It is nof more
necessary that the soldier should be anx-
ious to fight than that the fireman should
be eager for a fire. It is sufficient that
soldier and fireman be ready to make any
sacrifice required. 3

1t is no reflection on the courage and
loyalty ofj;he fireman that the people
who employ him fry to prevent fires by
encouraging the erection of fireproof
buildings—no fireman feels offended if
the people prefer a hotel of steel and
concrete to a firetrap structure. Neither
is it a reflection on the patriotism of the
soldier to try to awoid war. Peace
treaties are intended to prevent war as
fireproof buildings are intended to pre-
vent fire.‘ One can appreciate'thems:é;
vices rendered by both fireman and spl-
dier without desiring either a fire or a
fight—W. J. Bryan.

LOUISIANA PRESS OPINION
GRADUATING $I'ATESMEN

In old times a man Bad to stand for a
variety of accomplishnients to keep him-
self before the public anl read praise and
admiration, and incidentally get elected
to a good paying job. But with our mod-
ern methods all this red tape is done
away with. By qualifying as an “Amer-
ican” and advancing “Americanism,” the
trick is done and the citizen is graduated
as a statesman. In the coinage of this
new term. which spells everything, we
have relegated to the junk pile the faith-
ful and expressive phrases ‘‘conserva-
tive” and “progressive.”  These terms,
like shirtwaists, won’t keep in style from
one season to another. But for the time

 being what good bait they make for suek-

ers.—Madison Journal.

“QUSS” MAYOR BEHRMAN

It is amusing to hear some of cur coumn-
try friends “cuss” Mayor Behrman, and
in the next breath agree that Martin
Behrman is the best Mayor New Orelans
ever had. It has been slowly ' dawning
upon many of the country people that
Mayor Behrman, Colonel Ewing and the
city organization in general are pretty
good fellows, very progressive citizens,
and above all, that they do .not wear
horns.—The Plaquemine Protector. ;

ASWELL'S OLD SETTLERS’ BILL

A favorable report on the Aswell old
settlers’ bill was made to the senate this
week by the committee on public lands.
This bill provides for the relief of several
hundred ‘settlers who claim lands along
the Texas and Pacific railroad. This bill
was passed in the house, and its favora-
ble report by the senate committee makes
its final passage within a short while al-
most an absolute certainty. This bill has
been pending three or four years, and Mr.
Aswell has had a hard fight, meeting
1 strong corpora-
tion interests, which almost defeated the
bill, but he seems now to bhe within the
reach of success for a deserving bill.—
Colfax Chroticle, :

ALTOGETHER—NOW!

Cheer up!
_Y_ou may have faid more than ever,
thl.s vear, for your beef and sugar. The
price of your daily bread may have soar-
But that’s only an hallucination,
Really, the cost of living has been low-
ered—Ilowered by one cent. That's the
official report of the bureau of labor,
Life i_s worth living, after all, isn’t 7
Cheer up.—Shreveport Times. o

_ VITAL STATISTICS

®

Madison Journal: In looking over the
last report of the State Board of Health
an item in the recapitulation of vital sta-
tistics was of special interest. It ap-
pears that in the river parishes that the

white populagicm outnumbers the = white
more than ten to one, but the report

-shows that there is comparatively no dif-

ference in the numher of births. The

and birth rate are very close together.
Of course the meager birth rate of the

‘negro race has been noted for many

vears; but it is not generally appreciated
that the conditions are as marked as in-

dicated in the last report,

negro population as compared to the |

figures also show that the total death rate |

SHERIFF RACE APT
TO PROVE INTERESTING,
Several Prominent Men Are
Being Mentioned As
Likely Candidates

There is a long list of names’
mentioned in the approach-
ing sheriff race. There are at
least a half a dozen or more
tentative  candidates being
spoken off, among whom are
Dr. R. M. Littell, acting sher-
iff, Charles Thibodeaux, Da-
rius Fontenot, Dr. Many Stagg,
Yves Andrepont, Allen DMc-
Coy, Page Walker and Plais
Horn. :

Politicians claim, however,

down to two men. Itis prob-

that the fight will dwindle |

Take Oxidine. It will stop your
a week. Mot only will it ward

* tonic and appetizer, Builds you
syou full of life. :

Guaranteed:
Manf. by The

able that there might be a
three-cornored race, but this
is regarded a$ very unlikely.

As the date of election can
not be very far off, the law re-
quiring that the general elec-
tion be held within sixty days
of the date of vacancy, is is
probable that the fight will
wax warm by Monday, when
prospective candidates = will

‘have made up their minds fo

either make the race or with-
draw from the fight alto-
gether, :
Since the political situation
is so unsettled at present it is
difficult to discern who will
make the race. Should a fac-
tional fight be made it is evi-
dent that the strongest possi-
ble candidate will be put into
the field by the two opposing
factions, in which event an ex-
ceedingly spirited and excit-
ing contest is watched for.

L0
HICKMAN-STERLING
E. C. Hiekman, of Alexan-

dria, and Miss Josephine Sterl-
ing of Opelousas, gave their

by being quietly married ' on

Episcopal Church in Alexan-
dria, Rev. Mr. Duncan, minig-
ter of the Alexandria church
officiating. - L
8o quietly was the affair
planned that not even the
mother-of the groom, who re-
sides in Alexandria, was
aware of the event. . The
brother: of the bride. Robert
Sterling. Miss Fannie Hick-
man, sister of the groom, and

two. witnesses were present.

On Sunday morning the hap-
py couple, with Miss Hickman,
came to Opelousas to visit the
bride’s mother, returning on
the same day for their home in
Alexandria, = _ _-

‘Mr. Hickman is a young
man of promising future, be-
ing connected with the A, W.
R. R., while the bride is a
popular young lady of this
city. :

las quick service as our
modern machine guns do in

many friends quite a surprise |

last Saturday evening at thel

alr-i&.

chills and fever. 1t will make you

well and strong again, If youlive ina malarial cduntry take it once

off malaria, but it is an excellent

up, makes your blood red, and flls

Oixidine s guaranteed. 161 does not stap yoor chills and Tever you
can take the empty bottles back and purchase price will be refynded

BEHRENS DRUG. CO., - - Waco, Texas

0 VOLUNTEER WANTEE

- To join those already en-
listed as regular customers
of my Electric Shoe Shop.
Where you will get your
shoe repairing done by mod-
ean electrie m-aghihery with

W

HEGTAG SH0E SHop

~ L.CHAPMAN, Prop.

FOR RENT a residence in the east-
ern part of this city on the street
Jeading to the raee track, three
rooms, dining room, kitchen and
pantry, a large lot and & big barn.
Cheap. Apply at this office.
fob 26-tf

The Strong Withstand the Heat of

Summer Better Than the Weak
‘Old people who are feeble; and younger
peoplep\:go areweak;will be str_ény'{ll_h_eneﬁ
and enabled to go through .;thg__aﬂpr_ spress-
ing heat of summer by taking regularly
Grove's Tasteless Chill Tonic, Tt purifies
and enriches the blood snd builds up
the whole system, 80c. ' .

FOR SALE AT A BARGAIN.
A three horse power Olds
(Gascline Engine, in good run-
ning order. Reazon for sell-
ing: have installed electric
motors. Anyone needing an
engine of standard make, at a .
very low priee, will do well to
investigate. If interested call
at my office and I - will fake
pleasure in showing ' the en-
gine and giving any informa-
tion desired. il
BODEMULLER, The Printer.
July 22-tf. ¢ e
LOST - OR STOLEN. Open
face gold wateh with = black

cloth fob with gold initials ©J.
A P.” Finder will please re-

ceive reward. July 22¢

piano, all in go6od condition.

ing out of town.

Mrs. Cara
Breaux, : ; I

. Miss Pauline Andrus, of
Crowley, is spending sometime
in this city the guest of Miss
Rose Chachere, ; S

Misses Rose Chachere, Ger-
tie Fux, Steve Durand of this
city, and Sidney Durand of
Lafayette, motored to Chare-
ton on Thursday and boasted
ofafinetrip. -,

= oy

NOTICE FOR SEALED BIDS

' Notice is fereby given that bids
for the printing of the official pro-
ceedings, ordinances, notices, efc..
ot the town of Melville, La,, will be
received by the Board of Aldermen
of said town, the right being re-
served to rejeet any or all bids. Ad-
Iress all bids to “J; H. Montgomery,
El_erk Board of

a_;”. 'S o

5 SR
NOT!CE-:!‘O “THE PUBLIC 1
am applying for a pardon.
Arthur Domengeaux.

r

July-22-6t

There will be divine ser-
vices at the Church of. the
Epiphany (Episcopal), Sun-

| offiviating,

turn fo J: A, Parkins and re-|

'FOR_ SALE Furniture and| ¢

Reason for selling, party mov-1|

|NOTICE TO TEACHERS_The ex-
amination for feachers' certificates

Aldermen, Melville, | .

: —:0% e
DIVINE S;E_RV[CES R

BILIOUSNESS AND STOMACH
TROUBLE
"o years agg I suffered from

ble and biliousness,” writes  Miss'
‘Emma Verbryke, Lima ,Ohio. *I

agreed with. me and I became so
dizzy and sick al my stomach at
times fhat T had fo take hold  of
something to keep from falling.

wvertised T deeided to try them.
(improved, rapidly,” ' Obtainable
everywhere, . SEE e

(GHIGHESTER SPILLS

MOND B £ ‘I‘E};g
e s iem e wE B
Druggist anl gok for CHI- - th e
DPAMORD BEAND PILL u'twmm
_years reparded as Best, Bafest, nysnd i
SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS
5 EVERYWHERE 533

TRIED  TESTED

o
3
3

will be held July 24, 25 .28, for
whites; and July 27, 28, 29, for

Building, Opelousas, La. :
- Teaschers who expect fo fake spe~
cial first grade subjects must no-
tify the Parish Superintendent of
the subjects they expect to toke be-
fore July 15th, so that questions
may be prepared.. .

e W. B. PRESCOTT,
Bupt. Sehools of St. Landry Parish.

july fst, it

|” Tawe sic crances

ont a botile of Chamberlain’s Colic,
Cholera and Diarrhoea  Remedy, as

.| this_preparfation cannot ba ob-|

fained on the trains or steam-

"are often sudden and very severe,
and everyone should go prepared
for them. Obtainable everywhere,
[ A ;

R

ARANARRANARAN |

HONAN MACHINER

frequent attacks of stomach trou- |

could eat very little food  that.

Seping Chamberlain's  Tablets ad- |
{. 2y

- Examinations will be held on the |
|-above dates beginning July 24fh, at
{8:30 A. M. at the High Schiool

Tt iz a great risk to fravel with- |
ships. . Attacks of bowel complaint

day, July 23rd, 1916, at 8 P. | St ; ﬂll-allll!lll! e Haed
M., Rev. Menard Doswell, Jr., |

Ry

Talk plus-

The salesman who Is a safd
. ler and npot an order: fakep ;
. is'backed by a certain pere
' sonal force—and appear-
e e
There is something to himt
besides mere talk. s g
We'll give th B
Mo e et ane
sonal force—to your printed .
matter so that 1t willes =
-—_seflgwds. . . :
" Get i tonch with wa dederand
~we'll show yon how._ ;

BODEMULLER
~  The Printer
OPELOUSAS, LA,

RUNS DOWN AND NEEDS OVER
* HALUING OCCASIONALLY

. Mineral Wls

. “The Human Repair Shop?
| WILL FIX YOU UP

L G-l'lers':i. : :

LOW ROUND TRIP RATES D

Better Get Your System in Sh
. Before Summer

‘Free Literaiure or Ofher In

¢ ation for the Askin

‘A D. BELL, GEO. D, H

Asst, Gen. Poss. Agt

~ STOCKHOLDERS MEETING

&

Opelousas, La., June 28th, !
. Pursuant to the direction o
president and he provision of {
.charter, a meeting of the stock:
| holders of the St. Landry Cotfon O

. | Co, is hereby calléd fo be held
. {the office of the company al

Jousas, La., on Tuesday the

0 fday of August, 1016, at 10

A. M, fo' the purpese of ele

| members of the bourd of di

for the vear ending oi the
Monday in June, 1917, and for
further purpose of  transa
such other business as the a
holders may désm of henefit or aid~
‘vantage to the said corporation, In
faith whereof I have hereunfo set
‘my hand and affixed the seal
said corporation, this 28th day
Juas A D 08 e
A A L. STAGG,
e i _ Becrefary-Treasurer.
July-1=4t o
CHAMBERLAIN'S COLIC, CHOL-
. ERA AND DIARRHOEA
. Every family without exception
‘should keep this family prepara=
tion at hand during the hot weather

| of the summermonths, Chamber

lain’s Colie Cholera and Diarrhoea
‘Remedy is worth many fimes

coat when needed and is almost ser-
fain to be needed before the sum-
mer js over. Tt has no superfor for
the purpose for which it is in-
tended. Buy it now. Obfainabie
anywhere. et e

No. 666
/ This is 8 prescription prepated e
for MALARIA of CHILLS &

£ wil 30




