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SIrITf [ONTENOT
REPOUES TO HIS

PORT BARIECR[ll
Parish Official Tells Why He Ap

pointed Davis Walters as
His Deputy

SLAYER OF FORET WAS
AN OFFICER, SAYS SHERIFF

As Such Was Entitled to Commissior
and Appointment was Following

Out Custom in Making Such
Selections

Last week The Clarion publishes

the resolutions adopted at a meetina

of the citizens of Port Barre aneni
the recent homicide in that village Is
which Marshal Forrest was killed b-
Deputy Sheriff Davis Walters. The
resolutions were in part a caustic
criticism of Sheriff Fontenot and the
sheriff answers them in an open let
ter which The Clarion gladly pub
lishes, as it wishes to give both sides
to this unfortunate afffair. Mr. Fon-

tenot's letter, sent to this office last
Wednesday, follows:

Opelousas, La., August 7, 1819.
Ulditor of The Clarion, City:
Dear Sir-My attention has been

ealled to tbe resolatloes published
in the last issue of your paper and
puporting to have been adopted at an
alleged indignation meeting held in
Port Barre, La., in protest over the
sad affray which resulted in the
death of Mr. Marsha Foret; and in
order to keep the record straight and
In fairness to myself, I would ask
that y kindly Sie' me- space in youar
apt se'e to answer the ame.

the geod people af Port Barre are
not in favor of taking advantage of
lncidents like these to hmake political
or play politics. Secondly, I wish to
congratulate and thank the many
citizens of that community who re-
fused to 'attach their names to the
said petition.

The attempt to blame me for the
killing because the man Walters, who
did the shooting, held a commission
as deputy sheriff fails flat when the
facts are known. When this man
Walters applied to me for a commis-
sion he secured the same for the rea-
son that be was ft that time a spe-

cial police officer of the Town of Port
Barre and justly entitled to a conm-
mission from me so that he could

properly perform his duties as a

town officer by being enabled to

pursue the malfactors beyond the

corporate limits. The chairman and

other prime movers of the alleged

meeting were on the board of alder-
men of the Town of Port Barre at
that time. Walters exhibited to me
his special police badge and asked

for a commission. I did by this of-

ficer of Port Barre as I have done by

the other otificers of other towns.
These indignant Port Barre gentle

men who knew Walters best, who
lived where he lived, and who

thought him good enough to have a

position from the town certainly

pought to be the last people in the

parish to become "indigaat" be

cause under the circumstances he

held a commission as deputy sheriff.

Waiters, as far as I can learn, was

never suspicloned as beig a "gun"
man although lie was reared in that

community. Yet, passing strange as

it may seem, some of these Indignant
and aggressive signers of thb teso-

lution aimed at Walters were silent,

dumb and inactive when a man was

killed at the table in the hotel -man-

aged by the Mayor tof the towi. In
fact dame rumor had it that they

were in sympathy with the defendant
and even at one time contemplated

a petition or resolution in his be-

half. The indignant gentlemen

should remember that all meon are

equal before the law and not r

lute against o'i even before the eor-

oner has he'd th, hluaest and en-

devor to justify the other, as it is

alleged some of them did, before the

jury has passed upon it.

I propose to do my daty in this

case as I have tried to do it in the

others without regard to the resol-

tion of the "indignant" gentlemen

who are responsible for the alleged

meeting. The patriotic and INDIG-

NANT GUNThEMEN shoeld not for-

get that a fair and impartital execa-

tion of the law is more to be de-

sired than the future politiEc l or

tunes of ang individual. Petty spite

JUDGE DUPRE PREDICTS
GOVERNOR HALL'S ELECTION

St. Landry Representative Sends In
Interesting Items from

Baton Rouge

Monday, before departing for Ba-
ton Rouge to attend the special ses-
sion of the legislature, Judge Dupre
promised to write The Clarionn
about the situation there as regards

the campaign for senator. True to
his word the judge sent this to The
Clarion:
Baton Rouge, La., August 6, 1918.
Editor of The Clarion:

I have been here less than twenty-
four hours, notwithstanding which I
have "sized up" the situation-it is
Hall for the senate. His election
is as certain as death. New Orleans
can not be made to support Gay.
Representatives from that city make
no concealment of their dislike for
him. Representative Simon Leopold
of Plaquemine parish has announced
for Hall. A revolution is on in New
Orleans. The third ward isleading
it, John P. Sullivan says: "I an
going to vote for Hall and will take
the stump in his behalf if he so de-
sires.'

Everyone admits Hall will receive
more votes in New Orleans in 1918
than he did in 1912. Everybody ad-
mits there is going to be a second pri-
mary. If Overton is eliminated, as
he doubtlessly will be, Hall Will re-
ceive eighty per cent of his vote.

Intelligent voters who know Mr.
Gay will not vote for him, They do
not believe he has the capacity to
represent them in the most august
body in the world.

Hail will carry the third district by
an enormous majority. Lafourche
partis will give him twelve hundred
majority. It is Hall here, there and
everywhere. If the laboring men
endorse bWm on the 11th inastant,
thef ail b te but seeprimary, with
ftists the v 7io* s .

ohu trum,

NITRARY AC VMH
DRAFT NOW IN FORGE CERTAIN

TO BE CHANGED

Amendment Fixes Ages of Men Lia-

ble to Service from Eighteen Years
to Forty-five

making ready to raise an army of

fighting men of huge proportions,

and do it quickly in order to put the

finishing touches to the Germans in

the great war. According to news-

paper dispatches, it is proposed to

have three million men on the fight-

ing front and a reserve army of two

million more to remain In this coun-

try.

To the end that this huge force will
be mobilized an amendment to the
draft law has been introduced in

congress, which assembled this week
after recess, raising and lowering the
age limits for military service. Un-
der this proposed change, which is
certain to be adopted, all men be-

tween the ages of eighteen and for-

ty-five will be subject to military

service. In some quarters it is

stated that those between the ages
of eighteen and twenty-one will not

be sent to the fighting front but will

be trained and kept at home as a

reserve force. This would appear

that those between the ages of twen-

ty-one and forty-five will be drafted

into active service overseas and if

this prediction be true the fighting

forces will be augmented by a consid-

erable force of men who are over

thirty-one and under forty-five years

of age. Some minds are confused as

to what is meant by the words of the

amendment "from eighteen to forty-

five, inclusive." A man who has

passed his forty-fifth year and he

not yet reached the age of forty-six
is subject to military duty, is one

contention. Others contend that a

man one day over forty-five will es-

cape the draft. The powers that be

have not yet enlightened the public

and until they do everyth.ing In the

shape of speculation on the age

limit is all guess work.

and dirty politics should have no

place in a case of this kind.

,In conclusion I feel sure that the

majority of the signers meant well

and I bear them. no ill-will-they

were simply badly advsed . by the

ing-leaders in the move.
Very sineerely,

D. N. FONTElNOT,
glsherIn

PROIB AMENODMENT(
PASSES THE SINAIE

BY NARROW MARCI
One Majority in Louisiana Upper

Branch of State Assembly
Records State for Drouth

VOTE IN SPECIAL SESSION
SHOWS VERY SMALL CHANGE

As in Regular Session, House of
Representatives More Heavily

for Liquor Abolish-
ment in Nation

Louisiana went on record this

week as favoring nation-wide prohi-
bition.- That is, the amendment to

the federal constitution submitted to
the several states for ratification or

rejection, was ratified in the senate
of Louisiana by a vote of twenty-one
yeas to twenty nays and as the low-
er house is heavily in favor of the
artification its passage in that body
Is assured.

The special session recently called
by the governor met Monday, the
original call for a ten-day session
having been amended by a supple-
mental call, adding two more days
to the session's duration. The num-
ber of different items which the
work was to be confined to was also
materially added to by the supple-
mental proclamation and it is ffg-
ured out that the assembly will be
kept quite busy the entire time dis-
postng of the work ahead of it.

The fight on ratification proved a
tame affair. In the regular, session
which met lit Maay and adjourned in
Fuly the amendment was ratified in

he house of; representatives but
went on the rocks in thes

y, caused by the resignation of Sen-
ttor Harper of Winn. This vacancy
aas since been filled by the election
of Judge George Wear of Caldwell
and the new senator came pledged
for ratification. There being no
:hanges among any of the dry sen-
itors the passage of the ratification
resolution was assured as the drys

lad a substantial majority in the
ower house. The amendment has
:o be ratified by three-fourths of the
states in order to become a part of

he constitution. In other words,
thirty-six states, acting through

heir legislatures must ratify the
amendment and if this number act
~avorably it will be seven years be-
fore it goes into effe~t.

The fight in the Louisiana assem-
Ily, however, does not appear to be
Iver, as this day (Wednesday) the

eader of the antis in the house,
Representative" Montet introduced
a resolution referring the matter of

atification to a vote of the people,
rut, says a dispatch from Baton
Eouge, if this resolution is defeated
is defeat will signify that the antis

:an not muster enough votes to pre-
rent the passage of the Johnson ree-
>lution of ratification passed by the

senate.
Later-the house passed the ratifi-

:ation resolution by a vote of sixty-
line to forty-one. on Thursday.

INSUS Of PtOPLE.
A COMPLETE SUC[CSS
NAR-TIME MEASURE HAS MOST

FAVORABLE RESULT
.pproximately Forty-five Thousand

are Now Listed in the Records
of Defense Council

The registration of the people of
t. Landry, taken under orders of the
arish council of defense, beginning
laturday, July 27, was a complete
necess and while all records have
mot yet been compiled it is said that
mome forty-five thousand answered
he call of the defense Council and
*ame forward and were listed. This
hows few slackers in the perish as

he population is estimated at about
ifty thousand and it is certain that
he great majority of those who fall-
d to register were not adtuated by
may unpatriotic motives but through
lack of enlightenment on the sub-

As was expected, the first prectin•t
tf the first police jury ward, in which
)peiase is Q situated, and which has

he largest population of any precit
if the parish, regstered between Lne
md ten thotmsad- As soon as te

f rtrann are couzpiead and handed

* ** * * * * S***

* STANDER SAYS POSTERS *
* BEST JOB HE EVER GOT *

* Clarion Turn, Out Several Thou- *
* sand Aano soag Big Sale at *
* Landr Street Store *

*THE CLAR is not in the job *
* printing bul but occasional- *
* ly we print h.g posters announe *
* lag ealIW suey for merchants, *
* such w a e i'•# smanll job press "
* can not ;
* This ~pipk w set up and print.
* ed just :sih a jb for Julies Stan. *
* der, popriopretr f the big merc•n. *
I* tile establitahent on Landry *
* treet. The job was delivered on *
* time and pleased our friend J. *
* Iius so much that he called us up *
* over the phone and said it was the *
* best Job of the kind he ever had *
* printed, either in Opelousas or *
* elsewhere. The big advertise. *
* ment appears elsewhere in this *
* isue of THE CLARION. Read it *
* for seatonable bargains.

*a * * cc * * e cc

HARK AiEiRT CIARY
It11S OF WE DIS

THREE MORE OPELOUSAS BOYS
ON FIGHTING FRONT

If There Were Few More "Soldiers
of the Sea'" Over There War

Would Soon be Ended

Among the first to volunteer for

service in the marine corps ftom
Opelousas was Albert ary, C r. son
of one of our prominent g erst HB
and Hannan Stagg and Leo Savote
went across the big pond at about
the same time, a$ being members of
the marit e corps. A few days ago
Mr. Clary r ve: the following
from hit son, s . ow a orP& ral:

have a little e, .so will
write you. I, yor '*letter
yesterday and itsore was very
glad to he from you I am very
glad you are dotng .al` your power
to help us boys over here, for I
think it is the duty of every man to
do what he can for so great a cause.

I am glad that -busine is still good.
This is the first chance I have had

to write this month, due to the faet
that we have betn on an active front
all this time.. I know you all must
have read about the battle fought by
the marines. You can believe me
they gave those Germans hell. I
think itf we had a few more marines
over here this war would soon end.

Stagg. Savoie and I are still on
the front. We live in the woods all

the time. Not such a bad place to

stay for it is warm and we very sel-
dom have rain. In fact, we have had

only one rain since here. I have

gotten use to the reports of the big
guns for we hear them all the time.

Old Uncle Sam is taking good

care of us. We get all we can eat

and have lots of clothes; we get a

daily paper that gives us all the War

news and some news from the states.

We get the baseball results ina this

paper. The boys that smoke get all
the tobaco that they can use.

I guess old Opelousas must be
some lonely place since nearly all
the boys are gone. I don't see how

those that are left can stand to stay

behind. Tell Alphonse not to wait

and be drafted but enlist before it is

too late.
When you write again give me the

address of some of the boys from

home that are in France and maybe
I can locate some of them. Try to
send me Lawrence Meginley, Henry

Carton and Rose Perkin's addresses
The French boy Schnerb that I met

is not with .me now. He surely was
a nice boy and did all he could to

show me a good time. He did invite

me to his home should I get a far-

lough, but I don't think there is

much chance getting a furlough this

summer.
Well, papa, would like to write

you more but this is about all the

censor will care about reading, so

guess I will have to close. Give all

my friends my best regards and tell

them to write some time. Best wish-

es and good luck to all of yeou.
Your sIoa,

CORP. ALBERT CLARY,

Supply Co. 5th Ret., U 8. V. C.,

A. E. F.
P. S.-Tell Mrs. Savole I aw Leo

yesterday and he is in good health.
Said he had received several letters
from his mother and would answer
them s soon as possible.

The Clarion we will take great plea-
ure in pobdishing a symepis of ame .

TII TROICAL STORM
SWEPT SOIlWEST

PARTl Of LOU1W
Aviation Field and City of Lake

Charles Are Both Very
Badly Damaged

SEVERAL LOSE LIVES AT
VILLAGE OF DEQUINCY

Hurricane Only Covered Narrow Sec-
tion but Wind of Hundred and
Twenty Mites an Hour Left

Destruction in its Wake

A tropical storm of much intensity
swept southwest Louisiana last Thes-
day and as a result of the big blow

Gerstner Field near Lake Charles,
as well as the town itself, suffered
much damage. At the village of De-
qaincy, twenty-two miles northwest
of Lake Charles, which place was
right in the path of the storm, sev-
eral people lost their lives.

The big blow covered a path of
some forty odd miles ansd reached
from Vinton eastward to J•nnings,
though at the latter place small dam-
age was done. Vinton, however,
was hit badly and it is stated many
oilR derricks were blown down. Lake
Charles and Gerstner Field, lying
some miles east of the city, suffer&i
most of the damage, both being right
in the track of the blow. It is said
that some thousand houses were
wrecked and Ryan eet, 4~ke
Charles' principal thoroughfare, was
a,mas of wreckage, only one orstwo
b adg escaping the stora s
fury. The wind began at abet
eighty miles an hour and soon

Geastner Field muckh or the g@rr-
meet property was wrecked and a
few of the~airplane hangars were
left standing. In Lake Charles what
added to the misery occasioned by
the storm was the lack of electric
lights and water, both systems hav-
ing been put out of commission by,

the storm,
Railroad traffic was not seriously

hampered but telephone and telex
graph communications were some-
what. crippled and it was diffiutlt at
first to get messages over the wires

The storm came from the southeast,
out of the salf, and sometime before
its arrival the government weather
bureau sent out a warning that the
hurricane was bound toward the
coast. It struck in an almost unex-
pected section and while it did many
dollars of damage yet covered only
a narrow strip of territory. Opelou-
sas, as usual, was fortunate and the
wind here was not very strong and
small damage was inflicted, only a
few limbs of old trees being torn
from their moorings. This storm,
like the one which hit southeast

Louisiana three years ago, failed to

cause any excitement in this city
and people only dodged the torren-

tial rain which fell and broke the

long drouth.

IL PEOPLE TO
B DEllED COAL

WHERE WOOD S18 EASILY O-
TAINABLE CAN'T BUY COAL

Dealers In Coal Must Register With
Local Administrator by Sep-

tember 1 Next

The United States fuel admins-
tration has issued its orders regard-
ing the purchase, sale and use of coal
and it would be well for the people
to govern themselves accordingly.

As given out, the orders are in sub-
stance as follows: First, the sale of
coal for domestic purposes to those
living outside of incorporated cities

and towns is prohibited. This order
goes into effect on August 20. Sec-
ond, it requires all dealers in coal
who sell same to the public to reg-
Ister with the local fuel admnistra-
tor on or by September 1.

These regulations are practically
following oat what has been practic-
ally assured for some time back, and
those who heeded the "cut a cord
now" cry will have nothing to tear
when the cold weather coues. It is
not too late to secure a snppply of
winter fuel and the immease forests
near us should make St. -Lasdry .n
dependent of the coset mines. Of

OPELOUSA8 FOLKS NARROWLY
ESCAPE THE GREAT STORM

Mr. and Mrs. L. J. Larcade and Miss
Pearl Fields Were on Trip to

Grand Lake

Mr. and Mrs. L J. Larcade and
child, accompanied by Miss Pearl
Fields, motored to Grand Lake last
Sunday morning to spend a few days
at that famous resort. They were
caught there by the great .storm and
Mr. Larcade says he nevwer cares to
have such an experience

Tuesday's storm was w- by
them. The blow started with a
slight breeze and heavy rafL The
wind became stronger and when the
wind reached its height tLe houses
began to tumble. Half the homes
were almost destroyed or otherwise
damaged. The storm lated until
5:30 in the afternoon and so hard
did it blow that the bottom of the
lake could be seen for a half-mile
out from shore. Mr. Larcade says
he, his wife and child and Miss
Fields were lucky to escape with
their lives. They returned home as
soon as possible after the big blow.

TEN YEAR OLD DEBT PAID
BY HONETe COLORED MAN

The Bunkie Record of recent date
says: "A. J. Fisher, a colored reel
dent of Opeloesas, came to Bunkle
lIat Saturday after an absence at
te years. While in town be qale
at the store of H. Gross and seItled
an aecount which was ten yesin eld.
After all theme years he had not for.
gotten the account. These ocea
rences are quite unusual and Plsher
should be complimented for his hod.

dollar Wisher Is a well known c*
ored citizsen ofat Opelousas and is od"

s ed veryinutrios.

MODERNI CRUDE OIL ENA E
PART OF NEW MACHINERY

Four New 748aw Gia Stands andt
Latest Type Press Will

Serve the Farmers

Interviewed Tuesday, Manager S.
8. Berthead tof the Coahess Gin

launt stated that Ihis crmpany rnad
thoroughly overkulTgd and renewed
the plant for the season's ran, w'i i
will soon begin.

Mr. Bertheaud stated that ati -
but new machinery had been abstall-
ed and the only thing of the old
plant which had been retaimed for
further service was the shafting and1
as this practically lasted forever
there was no reason for its renewal.

The motive power now consists of
a seventy horse-power Mumsey crude
oil engine of the very latest type. t
It is believed that this engine will
furnish ample power for running all
machinery and give the many patrons
of the gin the very best service. Four
new seventy-saw gin stands have
been enatalldd, the old stands having t
been discarded. These new stands
have selfeleaner feeders and are
equal to any in use anywhere. A
modern hydraulic press, with a Cam-
eron atom•aptle packer, will handle

the gihned taply as fast as the gins
can send it ready for pressing.

Mr. Bertheaud stated that he is
ready to gin at a mement's notee
and that no time will be wasted as he

can start the big engine within five
minutes and farmers won't have to
wait and that those who desire not to
sell their cotton at once will be ae.
corded the privilege of stmrns their
cbtton free of all cost, just as the

company has .done in the past. He
will also operate the gin at night It
necessary, as the building is wired
and lit by electricity. A large smu
of money has been spent in the re-
newals and the company expects a
continuation of its former patronage
and will give the best quality of work
for the farmers.

ATTENTION, CONFED-
ERATE VETERANS!i

The meeting of IL E. Lee Camp
No. 14, U. C. V., will be held at the

court Bhouse in Opelousas on Satuer

day, Auigust 17, 1918, at 11 o'elock
L.

course, labor is short and it wil take
some herculean efforts to secure the
necessary wood but the problem can
be solved before the old winds b
gia to blow, but procaatinstion might
brting hardships later on. "Cut a
a cord aow" Is stil the slogan

SBUI SHIN 4I
mamrrENEfETITE a

"as

Messr.k' alt, Overten . "d r
Deliver Addresses at Si

men Meetingll TMdch. Ton

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, DATE r
SET FOR THE BIG

Great Crowd Expecte! to He :
mer Governor and His Op

nests Set Forth Their
Respective Claime.

The Woodmea of the We

Jeanerette wlDl bold a big .:
Sunday, August 18, and ithe
candidates for the ossr
saon in the senate, former
Hall, Hon. John H. Overto ,
resentat ie Eidward . G
been invited to be gn ha8d44
liver addrae. srettag forth
spective claima for
is expected that all t ,hree
hand and in f antnlpaton "of
pneaance in thig Msuiltd
large crowd of pQople tnp e
lug towns and contryside
tere to hear the ofees
trs lay partica r stres
sues of the ,ay sadw.
staids for and ae spc
the Sepber l

*War. oIr a er ,

of a ": t Mr 0 p's, All grr""Be ~teatlfresip 1s

Thr ns his . ssy mecanttRt e -o gel ebulrt a- s see, arsa

tail to ,u rlcbnb 

anidate to et 1 ambut so far witbopqspeael

deadl~y every rceotion at
oldsieek ate

fasilto show ui onteasson there wil be :

loyand a~gmem tune 1b~~~PgiCa!. lljr ter, a d it isb said'ha coGovernst r b ao ts h ae

mad seth. e oanpeg r ,Wtr
-rfir eold aequ atn
taking new oneso . A se

itsrtJ of every #, r

cy was in hberildda rihe ts

Mt r. Gay, sndaite by me tht
w the ity ent a roes, this

esg in th g a tr pt Nt the
Desont catigan Iberthir. a woul a raete a Bas l t
Itnitace Ciovet tr 23an "" U ekf,91i _ :Y

rthe. hsuoe om crsai aGerserrt s' t s Hal strse tIorans. leans t# jas wit thslug ofrr des ove a rt da. eIIsbe will secure a heavier vote tocity than he did la the Int e rm@primary of 1112. Tb. Cspd*taeMr. Gay, endorsed by some it satcof the city wart bemse, Is MIlg In that jity with the althsIhat was expetead and buesrsurface Governs hall evsavatyb.t support of some elementuitr orsahsatien and may gaelis.
prasiongvtei oimanye t hes
wards. Since Wi MeMOab ,
Orleans he Es becomequt
lar and It weali not he at *

pIristlag to see lil rn Mr.
close race in the state's

lleferriag agsla to the
meethg. The ClaR sern exetu q.:

a representative on hloa

weather permias and this R#wil endeavor to give lb rs R
Ato accot ete meo ie meting.

ST. LANDRY SSLECTWIIM

REJECTED AR HNAMThree of Resent QuotSaouel

Georgle Failed en Phy*)
oat Examination

The latter part of July a
quota of white men were sent by
local board to Camp Hancck,gusta, Georgia. Of this number thz*

were rejected os physical exsnrn
tics, these three being Joe. 0.
Cleilad of Lawtell Clementand Alexaa(re Lavergae.

yoacs mmn returned home Ist u=
day worning.

MrsL Mary B. 0Glee, Mem6 4
castration Agent ast Ut. LeadrV

saturedbd for emahis,. tmnas.,
she wl spend a.moanth.

-Mr. tchast Ickart hIt the

peek for Tam pa. plet*dn, w
will vsit his eatet "o
monQth.-

~I


