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THE ST. LANDRY CLARION

'NOTICE.

THE PUBLIC;

sas has ever had.

TO THE PHYSICIANS, MY OLD PATRONS AND

I have just returned from New Orleans where I
took a special course of work in the best Laboratories
of New Orleans. While in the city I purchased a com-
plete line of the finest Drugs and Chemieals for Pre-
scription work, and am now. prepared to serve phy-
sicians and the public with the very best laboratory
and prescription equlpment and service that Opelou-

Todd’s Pharmacy,

Successor to Bienvenu’s Drug Store.

SUBSCRIBE NOW

Magazines and Newspapers
DURING THIS MONTH

By sending your subscnptmns at once.

Next month

will be higher.

JACOBS NEWS DEPOT CO.,

_ Louisiana Subscription

Agency  OPELOUSAS, LA

{ THE STATE'S 1918 ASSESSMENT §
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The following statement touching
assessments in Louisiapa is made by
L. E. Thomas, chairman of the board
of state affairs:

As the assessmenta for the various
parishes of the state of Louisiana have
about been completed for the year
1918, some comment thereon might
not be altogether out of place at this
time. 'While the rolls of only a few
parishes have been filed with the stata
auditor, the abstracts have have been
approved with only one or two excep-
tions, so that we konw approximately

what the gross assessment of the;

state for the vear 1918 will be.

Thre is submitted herewith the aec-
tual valuation of all property, listed by
parishes, which table shows the in-
ecreages and decreases for the year
1918,

The total actual value of all proper-
ty in the state for the year 1917
amounted to $1,412,552,013.756 and for
the year 1918 $1,446,248568.50, show-
ing a net increase of $33,896,6564.76 in
actual value. The gtate assessment,
of course, iz hased on fifty per cent of
actual value so that in drder to obtain
the assessed value of all the property
» above stated, you will take one-hall
the amount gpecified in each case.

There has been a splendid increase
fn hetual value of ail property in each
parish in the state, with the exception
of Ascension, Assumption, Grant, La-
tourche, Plaguemines, St. James and
the parish of Orleans.
creagses amount to $97,286,499.75 and
‘the total decresases $63,5685,945, leav-
ing a net increase of $33,696,564.75. as
above stated. : :

The great loss In actual value for
the state I8 occasioned by the heavy
decrease In the parish of Orieans in
the valuation of city lots and improve-
ments. In this parish there was an
inereas of approximately -$17,000,000

on merchandise, eredita, personalprop- |

erty, street ear lines and franchises,
but there was an enormous losg in the
real estate assessment of the city. The
explanation given by the assessors is
that all real estate of the city has
heretofore been assessed on a basis of
approximately seventy per cent of ac-
tual value and that when the property
was placed at one hundred per cent
and the state adopted fifty per cent of
that value, there was a net loss of
twenty per cent at least on this class
of property. The assesments of real
estate of the city will never be adjust-
ed nor equalized until the taxing aun-
thorities obtain some legislation re-
guiring a unit of values for real es-
tate and a separation of improvements
from lots in establishing values there-
on.

There will be a considerable in-
crease in city taxes for the city of
New Orleans for the year 1918 hecause
the commission council adopied 75 per
cent -as the basis of assessment, S0
~ that the assessed value for city taxes
will amount to approximately $332.-
200,630, or $110,733,559 in excess of
{he state assessment which will be
only $221,467,121. This will give the
city an increased assessment for the
vear 1918 over the year 1817 amouni-
‘ng to approximately $76.000,000,which
will give the city an increased revenue
of $4,672,000 for all purposes, as* the
city tax rate iz twenty-two miils. It
will give the “one per cent debt tax”
an increase of approximately $760,000
and the “two mill water and sewerage
tax” an increase of $152,000 and the

general allmony an increase of $760-

000, of which amount spmmmly
$250,000 increase will go to the public
schools oftheparlahutdﬂmand
the balance to the gemeral fund. Our

intermaﬂon Il that thﬁ mm!mon

The totak in-.

men and other employees, as well as
the increaséd cost of the city govern-
ment due to the prevailing high prices
of supplies, etc. Our opinion is that in
1919 the 1 per cent debt tax should be
reduced to six or seven mills to com-
ply with the provisions of the consti-
tutional amendment recently adopted,
{stating that where bonds have been
|isgued no more tax shall be levied
l_f.lm.:u is necessary to meet the princi-
:pal and interest as the same matures.
| Thai, howver, iz a preposition which
jcommends itself anflraly to the city
government. On account of a high per
cent for city purposes, there wiill be a
i very large increase in city taxes for
the ypar 1912 over 1817, but the state
tax will be much less because the state
percentage is only 50 per cent, where-
as that adopted by the city was 75 per
cent. A very clode inspection of all
personal assesaments for the year 1918
was made by the inspectors of our
board, and for the year 1919 a much
cloger inspection must be made of the
city lots and improvements.

There is also submitted a compara-
tive table showing the tremendous in-
crease in the number of head of live
stock and automeobiles on the assess-
ment roll during the past two years.
It iz worthy of note that during the
previous ten years, from 1307 to 1917,
the number of head of live stock in
this state decreased from 1,036,528 to
794,445, and yet during the past iwo
years the number has increased from
794,4425 to 1,534,112, or an increase of
1739,667 head in two years (nearly 100
per cent), demonstrating that a very
large amount of this elass of property
was not heing rendered at all for as-
sessment purposes, An examination of
this table will prove interesting.

Furthermore, merchandise, credits,
and lumber, which had shown a tre-
mendous decrease in the preceeding
ten years, has increased from $38,513,
{707 fa 1916 to $79,850,708 in 1918, or a
I total increase of $41,336,998 (over 100
per cent) in the past two years. This
only represents one-half the real valu-
ation because the amounts stated are
asgsessed and not actual values.
| The table demonstrates that there
has been mo discrimination in classes
of property, but that all classes with-
out exception were not being rendered
2 anything like a fair value or & fair
quantity prior to the year 1917. We
have heretofore called attention to a
number of these gross inequalities and
tax evasions and embodied same in our

has been a magnificent improvement
in this state in regard to the matter of
fair and equitable assessments, We no
longer find lumber being rendered at
2,000,000 feet when the taxpaver had
over 25,000,000 feet on the yard, and
merchandize being rendered at $4000
when there was $80.000 to $100,000
worth of goods inventoried, and cattle
being turned in at eight or ten head
when the taxpayer had 100 to 15D
head. We realiz that all of the gross
inqualities have not yet been correctpd
but there has been a vast improve-
tent- over pre-existent conditions.
These figures are submitted from the
official reports by the assessors in or-
dér that the public might have full in-
formation in regard ‘threto. It will
not be amiss to say that ofl property
and ‘equipment and suburban property
will show just as marvelous a change
as the items hrein xhibited.

It is a source of pleasure and grati-
fication to state that I have recentiy
examined the books in the aunditor’s of-

mmmmbemmnethanther
have heen since 1914, The state is on

B | 1919 from these high percentages for

first annual report on page 23. There
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# cash basis and has sufficient funds
y{on hand to pay mnt aﬂmpﬂaﬁnn
| catch the soft rustle of the comforting

¥

¥el been collected, as the rolls are just
now being filed, but the abstracts dis-
cloge that there will be a sulficient
revenue available to take care of all
appropriations for 1918 without any
;deﬂclency. g8 s2oon as the taxes are
‘eollected by January 10, and that the
 current schools of the parishes will al-
‘50 recelv a large incrase as a result of
;the additional half-mill tax levied for
this year at the last seasion of the
general assembly,

The fiseal constitutional amend-
ments having been adopted, ,the state
for 1919 will undoubtedly be assessed
on a ten per cent basis, which will give
a total actual value of approximately |
$1,450,000,000. 'The state tax rate will |
be only two mms. including the good
roads tax and the Confederate vete-
iraJ_ls’ tax will be one-half mill and the
“state school tax one and onehalf mills,
imakl_ng a total of four mills, The in-
creass will be for current schools and
will be distributed and refunded to the
parigshes.

By the adoption of Amendment No.
1, the taxpayers of the parishes will be
protected from the police jury badget-
ing very large sums of money and
then levying a high percentage for as-
sessment purposes. I know of several
parishes that for the present year
have levied as high as 80 per cent of
actual value for local assessment and
at the same time have given the peo-
ple no relief in regard to reducing the
tax rate. In these parishes the loecal
taxea will undoubtedly be much higher
than last year as a consequence of
the high percentage adopted by the po-
lice jury and over which the board of
state affairs has no jurisdiction or con-
trol whatever. ' Relief will come in

local taxation in the parishes, A reas-
onapie Mmitaiiviin thetaxrateswith
full actual valuation, is the remedy to
appled and this bas been embodied in
the recent tax amendment.

1 trust these tables will furnish
much food for reflection and prove ed-
i?ying to those interested in the fizcal
affaire of the state and its subdidvi-
sions.

{In the table furnished by Mr. Thom-
as, covering every parish in the state,
ihe total assessment for the year 1917
for the state is $1,412,552,013.75, while
the abstract for the year 1918 shows a
total valuation of $1,446,248.568.50, or
A net increase of $33,696,554.75 of the
taxable wealth of Louisiana. The fig-
ures for St. Landry parish show the
assessment for 1917 at $23,770,860, and
the abstract for 1918, $25,983,726, or a
net increase of $3,212,866.)

KNOW IT WELL

Familiar Features Well Known to
Hundreds of Opelousas Citizens

A familiar burden in many homes.

The burden of a “bad back.™

A lame, a weak or an aching back.

Often tells you of kidney ills.

Doan's Kidney Pills are for weak
kidneys.

Here is Opelousas testimony:

Mrs. C. W. Dupre, 259 S. Lombard
St., says:' “I know that Doan’s Kidney
Pills are a very tine medicine, for hoth
another member of my family and my-
gelf have used them with great bene-
fit. For backache and kidney disor-
der, Doan’s Kidney Pills are very ef-
fective in bringing immediate and long
Iasting relief. Any time I have had
such trouble, I always get Doan’s Kid-
ney Pills and have been benefited
right away.”

Price 60c, at all dealers. Don't
simply ask for a kidney remedy—get
Doan’zs Kidney Pills—the same that
Mra. Dupre had. Foster-Milburn Co.,
Migrs., Buffale, N. Y.—adv.

V. A. C. DEVILLIERS

*And the greaiest of these is char-
ity,"

Just beyond the vision of human
eyes, the reach of human hands and

the understanding of minds, there is
an eternal city founded by the Creat-
or of all life, a Supreme Ruler whose
every act i love. He is the maker of
human life and He perfects the human
heart by changing the morial to im-
mortal—by removing the golden treas-
ure from the house of clay. We eall
this death, And when in the prime of
life, just when the summer's sun is
kissing into a sweeler, rarer fragrance
the myriads of blossoms that bloom
along life’'s pathway and brushing
away th shadows that darken the
recesses of the future, shines with
brighter, and purer radiance, upon hu-
man expectations. God. sees fit to
bring about this great. change—this
perfection we are so prone to let gur
wounded hearts ¢ry out to the pathetic
dust around ue—Why Oh Why, does it
come to us, 'tis impossible to let rea-
‘son ontweigh grief, and so we do shut
ourselves up with our sainted dead
and mourn. At this moment we re-
member only that, God hath taken
away we forget that the Lord giveih,
and in taking away our loved ones, he
Jeaves imstead of mortal beings sub-
jeet to the disappointments of life, a
gweeler memory more blessed still be-
cause it brings us opward and on-
ward. He taketh our loved ones, and
instead giveth a guarding angel. In
dealing with the uncertainties of life,
Holy writ declares that “‘man is like
the graas of the fields.” Studying this,
we fail to read between the lines that
while death and its coming, fous is a
mystery, and an umknownfactor? Yet
God direets this ;nlshty transforming
agent, and not even the little sparrows
fall but that He notes it and thus coms
the great consolation. Thus yonder
rift even watchful hopes may see a
the gleaming star and ligiening love

; usalu’wmp T‘hnswelreremin&ed

by the vacant chair you have in hea-
ven a treasure, that is greater and
dearer than any earthly store or pleas-
ure, and thus we are drawn nearer
and mearer as the shadows grow
lenger to that treasure which God
holds im trust for you. The plea,
“Nearer my God to thee” “Nearer to
thee” ‘tis better understood after the
heart ia bereft of loved ones.

Mr. ' Devillier was a good man. It
seems that charity and love were the
greatest things in his life and I kmow
that in his bosem these attributes of

divine greatness cutweighed all other |
! things.

The funeral service was con-
| duected at the Protestant cemetery by
the W. 0. W. and Rev. Father Jansen
of Washington.: It was a beantiful
and . impressive ceremony. While
many are sad, let us not forget to ex-
tend to all his bereaved ones, and es-
pecially his grief stricken wife, our
deepest sympathy. Remember—
“Whean Azreal in his robes of white
Shall close the portals of your life,
And show the curtains of the night "
Of death asround your form.

! Then will you hear his voiee again,

Upon a tairer shore.
Joined in the angels sweet refrain
01 life forever more.”

A BYMPATHIZING FRIEND.

HICKORY CHIPS

Kaziser Bill finding he could not get
board in Paris, applied for a “Dutch
Lunch” in Holland,

George Washington made Ameriea
free—and Woodrow Wilson has eman-
cipated the entire world. ]

Every miser helped the Kaizer. Now
ia the time for every patriot to help
Red Cross and other allied war work-
eTs.

—Happily the allies give eyidence of
that unity in the purpese of peace
which they have found effective in the
purposes of war.

Fifty million pounds ot prunes have
been bought for the American troops
who arer now boarding with Uncle

Sam.
Perhaps there would be a job for

Emperor Charles is sweeping out the

Berlin to Bagdad corridor.

Just now the world seems ito be
made up of two kinds of people—he-
roes and zZeroes.

The average man's intenntions are
several leaps ahead of his actions.

Don't worry if your sins find you
out: they will be sure to call again.

You never realize how dearly you
have paid for your whistie until you
try to sell it.

The sagacious train robber finds it
more profitable nowadays to conduct

a railway restaurant,
A foot ball match is an imitation of |

two ball feams taking a hard fall out
of the umpire.

Average citizens would bear with
eguanimity the threatened scarcity of
golf balls if somebody would put more
‘hen’s egea into circulation. :

Here is & good use for the German
supérgun;:. Load it with royalties and
see how they can be “fired.”

Germany has forfeited its citizen-
ship in the world and can redeem it
only by persistent good behavior.

This r has made the democracies
git up .l:d show the autocracies what
real efficiency looks like.

Europhen fashions are more freak-
ish than ever. Cans are being substi-
tnted for crowns.

Terme of the allies are plain but
stringent, says a headline. Se plain
that even a Prussian while nmning
may read and not misundersiand
them.

A Trenton New Jersey woman is
gearching for her seventy-seven year
old husband. Men are certainly get-
ting scmree.

Amerieans are urged to refuse io
buy any toys “made in Germany” by
Hun baby kilirs, in appeal from the
American Defense Society. Hopt the
A. D. 8. won't suggest any Boston Tea
Party movement.

Influenza reported dying out. Un-
dertakers will now condeseend to
speak to ordinary mortals once more.

Fifteen St. Louis Butchers Assess-
ed Fines of from $25 to $100 each—
Headline. Always knew we should
find out just what was meant by
drastic laws against profiteering.

Tax on Distilled Spirits Reduced to
$2.20 g Gallon—Headline. What's the
use of reducing the tax on something
that ain’t?

Major Whittlesay, who recently
commanded the surrounded battalion
in’ Argonne forest, has the right idea.
Hig surrender demanded, hig only re-
gly was “Go to hell” Recommend
Major Whittlesay, who iz 2 New
York man, for assignment to the dl-
plomatic department.

Government - tells Munition Firms
They Must Speed up work—Headline.
Heard something like that before.
Who's been loafing? Speak up.

In ather words, the Government has
taken the bar out of barley.

Harry Lauder i3 a candidate for &
geat in the English Parliament He
ought to be ahle to get it for a song.
“I love a lassie.”

Whether the propnsed Bosten tea
party is held or not the “lemon™ has
already been served those German
toymakers. e

Bessie—Why do you drop so many
pennies in that slot machine? Tessie
—Oh, I like tb patronize & propesition
that hasn’t rzised its price.

Mrs. Spaits—Oh, if I were only a
man! Spatis—Huh? You'd be as
crezy as 1 was and go and marry some
fool of a woman.

Champ Clark says that “The Ame-
rican press is not muzzied—it is only
held in leash;” to which a Jot of more
or less restrained editors reply “Quit
kickin’ my haoun’ dawg aroun’.”

Many thousands ' of
women suffering from

gﬂtcﬂm F |
improving, and it cured
me. 1 know, and my
doctor knows, what Car-
dui did for me, formy
nerves and health were
about gone,"

GARDUI

The Woman’s Tonic
 She writes furtheny *1
am insplendid health . , .
cando mywork. [ feel ]

Cardui., Thousands of
cine for e good it has
done fhem, god many

SUCCESSION SALE
ESTATE OF PIERRE ROCIO

No. 6904, Probate® Dockef, Sixteenth
Judicial District Court, Parish
of St. Landry, Louisiana

By virtue of an order of the Honor-
able B. H. Pavy,Judge of the Sixteenth
Judicial Distriet Court, holding ses-
sions in and for the Parish of St. Lan-
dry. bearing date of March 8, 1918, 'and
in pursuance to a commission t0 me
directed by the eclerk of the said
Court, there will be sold at public auc-
tion by the undersigned, to the last
and highest bidder, at the last resi-
dence of the deceased, mear Palmet-
to, Louisiana, on

SﬁTUHDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1918,
at 11 o'clock a. m., the following de-
geribed property, to-wit:

Eighty (80 acres of wood and open
land and improvements, bounded on
| the north, south and east by lands of
Leopold Goudchaux; and on the west
by lands of Rideau,

One (1) gorrel horse,

One (1) sorrel mare.

Omne (1) sorrel mare.

One (1) sorrel eolt.

Eight (8) cows.

. Four (4) cailves.

One (1) iron brand.

Four (4) hogs.

One (1} wagon.

One (1) lot of plows, gears and hoes,

One Hundred and Fifty (150)pounda
of cotton seed.

Seventy-tive (75) busheis of corn,
more or less.

of cotton weighing five hundred and
thirty (530) pounds.

Ome (1) wash pot.

One (3) grind stone.

One (1) cotton basket,

Forty (40) head of chickens.

Four {4) old bedsteads.

One (1) old armoir.

One (1) old washstand.

One (1) old sewing machine.

Four {4} old chairs.

One (1) lot of bedding and ten (10)
'quilts.

One (1) old clock.

One (1) cooking stove and pots, ta-
ble and safe.

One (1) Winchester rifie.

One (1) zine was tub.

TERMS AND CONDiTIONB—Ca.ah
on the day of sale.

HENRY H. ESTORGE,

nov2-6t Auctioneer.

: FOR SALE
City lots and improved property for
sale in all parts of city. Easy terms.
Apply to ®
CHAS. F. BOAGNL
137 Beilevue SBt,

sep28-it Opelousas, La.

Lum’aER. SHINGLES, MILLWORK,

Hish quality guartnteed Straight
‘cars or house billz shipped anywhere.
INDEPENDENT - COOP IVE

LUMBER CO. Lake Charl La.

‘augll-td
BUSINESS PROPERTY FOR SALE

1 offer for sale the splendid brick
business building, Jocated on Bellevue
street, opposite the hotel and next door
'to the Planters Bank, known as the
Moriarty Building. This is a8 modern
atructure and s suitable for several
lines of business. Locatéd right in the
center of the eity, it is really worth
‘more than the price asked, which is
$3,400.06, all eagh, or part cash and
terms.
lars, GUS E. DUPRE.

Uneasy rests the a.chinstooth that
Wears & crown,

nov 8

_The Government

wants tin

'So hereafter all three brands
of WRIGLEYS will be wrapped
_in pink paper and hermetlcally

sealed in wax.

Look for WRIGLEYS in the
pink-end package and take

your choice
three popular

Be sure to
get

for quallty '
and because

of the same
flavors.

One-quarter (1-4) share in one bale |

Do you speak sldeways, above, b
low, or six inches away from the trana-
mitter of your tclephone? :

You should talk dm:ctly into: "

transmitter—not simply at it,

Hps"about one inch from the 'lm'Outhple'm
Speak in an even tone. lt 18 not nem-

sary to shout.

There is much that can be sa!d ahou
the proper way to telephone, but theqa

little rules will help.

When you Tekpbmu—-—&'mﬂt
CUMBERLAND TELEPHONE

AND TELEGRAPH

Colds Cause Grip and Influenze

ﬂaemmﬁmharpardw_'

hy P
Bms? Use Bets-It’

Gmlme,m Never Fails.

out your corns and suf-
.M%mmloﬂm:wmund'
Beteain way 036 the onle luwl;r
mwumm.m 5

COMPANY |

Chamberlain’s -ca'm Remedy.

Do not ima.gina that_ hecauss
cough medicines failed to glv
lief that ‘it will be the same
Chamberlain’s Cough  Remedy.
in mind that from a small
this remedy has galned a wor
reputation and immense sals,
icine must have exceptional
win esteem wherever .'[t
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