
1ON THE PERSHING
WAY, 125 YEARS AGO

New Orleans Writer Makes Trip

that Recalls Journey of 1795-But in
12 Hours Instead of 5 Months.

Designating the experience as "Piq-

want with a dash of the primitive serv-

ed up in a modern setting," Miss Dor-

is Kent, has recently described for the

New Orleans Times-Picayune, a trip

from 'that city to New Iberia over the

Pershing Way.
Four-fifths of the trip, she writes.

was up-to-date as gravel roads, mighty
Sdrawbridges, a six-cylinedr engine and

thermos bottles could make it. The

"';' other fifth was lifted right out or

d1795 A
-4eorgeW.; Sable has aT volume ael

S:B~cals "St ~ge True Stories of Louis-

Vlana," "'Ie Adventures of Francoise

-and SuzL ne" is the title of one of

the most charming. It is the diary of

Francoise, the pretty daughter of M.

~ Pierre Bossier, a Louisiana planter,

who, with her father and tomboy sis-

ter, Suzanne, made the identical trip

from New Orleans to the Attakapas

-125 years ago. The journey lasted

-five months, and w-as made on a flat

boat poled through the winding bay.

osne bf the lower coast. It included

baittles with \hungry alligators and

with the great vines that hung across

•the way like nets; encounters with In-

dianas- and with the royalist noblesse

••that had fled to. Louisiana from the

. horrors of the French Revolution, and
gave to St, Martinville, New Iberia

: sd the Teche settlements the name
of "'Tite Paris." In 1920 the trip is

"moide in a little more than twelve

•:'ptlrs. Louisiana has made great
strides along te way of progress in

those 125 yesats.
The :oyage of 1795

One sunny morning in 1795 Suzan-
s:e and Frnndoise boarded the flatboat
.in a 'tremor of excitement. Tho

9heavyy blarge was divided into four
`Apartments, covered by an arching

~ dek fro• which worked the immense
- 'sweps' that sent the boat forward.
:., There were other passengers, going

0I settle permanently in the Attaka-
ePa cotuntry---an Irishman named

'Gordop with Maggie, his Amazon
-wije; Patrick, their son, an imp of
•1; Mario, an Italiani trapper, and his

-wif Celeste, who was a mulatto wo-
ian, and their four children.

T•The other two passengers had a
vratic history, although they were
a their way to live quietly on a plan-

tte, near what is now Patterson,
~ ia$ themselves simply Joseph and

A rpentier, Joseph is described
yr Frhancoise as a tall, quiet, almost
timid young man of 26 or 27, but Ma-
isne Alix was an exquisite creature,

.ares.y larger than a child of 12,
dinty, brilliaht and a loyal friend.
The girls observed that she wore two
"e•wdding rings, but it was not until

later that they found out why.
s1hte had been the beautiful Alix de

ville, lady-in-waiting at the
t of Marie Antoinette, and mar-
ae t the age of 16 to her cousin,
magnificent ceremony being at-

by the king and all the court.
the French Revolution broke,

Sher husband and her father died
the guillotine, but the little coun-

wee, saved by a former playmate,
S~ardener's son, with whom she
grown ip like a sister on the Mor-

r$lle estate outside Paris.. For days
ri. stayed hidden in the home of the
-althful seryants, while Joseph Car-

tier, her rescuer, tried to obtain a
port for her under the name of
ais cosin, Claudine Le Roy.

' The Mob Yelled

ii:hrough some evil chance her pres-
S- -la the cottage was discovered,
Sa mob came howling for her

t. hen. poor .Joseph, who had
S the little countesse so far above

in rank since childhood., offered
- O ly escape, the name "Citoyenne

tier," through a marriage cere-
1a with hi; He promisd to con-

t he countess safely to England
to tear up the marriage certitfi-

i and to out of hel life.

'The ceremotny was perfromed by
mayowr and the mob that had wish.

to 'tear Allx to pieces now wanted
,Iarry her on their shoulders in tri-
m~ph. The Journey to England was

plushed, and eventually Joseph
e with the announcement of his

ded voyage' to America.
S'Yout, Madame La Vlcomtesse, may

Sreturn to France when the reve-
is over, and an find again your
, your titles, your fortunes,"

d he.
B:ut Alx drew out the marriage cer-

t which she had kept undes-

, and confessed that her patri-
Spride had long ago bowed to the

es of her heart.
<' have guessed your secret." she

to him. "You seek to go because I
love me; you tear you may for-

wt the respect you fancy you owe.
t•t after all, I am your wife, Joseph.

l have the right to follow thel, and
•i~m gong with thee."

-Hie looked at me, oh, in such a
a way," said Alix when she told
r story to Suzanae and Francoise.

d extended his arms. I threw my- a
into them and for half an hour it
tears and kisses and explanations.
after all 1 loved Joseph, not as
t loved Abner, buit altogether
Sprofoundly."

-The oountess and the gardener's
b~ettled on the Teche at the end of

ye flatboat voyage from New Or- L

sins, and today their name is proud- e
$ worn by the numerous Carpentiers
S Oherpentiers who are their de- le

dants. le
he flatboat made its way from the r

ssppi river into the labyrinth of
oine and, says Francoise in her at

'"Tlhese' who traverse the same sU
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e route today can have but -$ph faintest

r idea of what they were in 1795."

"Great vines," says she, "hung
e dowp from lofty trees that shaded the
,. banks and crossed one another a hun-

dred ways to prevent the boat's pass-
A age as if the devil himself was mixed

i in it, and frankly I believe he had
something to do with that e2Vern.

r And to make all complete, tro0u•s. of
hungry alligators clambered upon the

p sides of the boat with jaws open to de-

y vour us. There was much outcry; I
d fled, Alix with me, Suzanna laughed.

!t But our men were always ready for

them with their guns.'
C The Same Trip in 1920

In 1920 the trip began wih' early
coffee while the moon still -hung low_. in the Western sky, and the east was

e just beginning to flush pink. Q eklye the car is at the Walnut street" ery
.panting in a long line that is waiting

a to go aboard, for it is Thanksgiving
e Day, and there is a football game in

Baton Rouge. What would Francoisee and Suzanne have thought of that

t line of gleaming monsters and of theg mery throng they carried in a flutter

of Olive and Blue? On the other side
they dash away blithely for the long
run as .if it were but a mile or two.

In Francoise's account entries show
that it required six weeks to go from
New Orleans to Lake Cbioot. Over
the smooth gravelled highway of 1920.
Suddenly we were in the bayou coun-
try in earnest-Bayou des Allemands,
Bayou Lafourche banked with high
levees, for it used to overflow at cer-
tain times of the year until a dam was
built farther down. The levees are:
1 like hanging gardens, for every home

along the way takes a pride in the
tall embankment in front of the dwellr
ing and makes it blossom with resee
and jessamine, with .rustip benehes
set in the shade of banana trees. In
between.the bayou winds likeea 4elhin
of turquoise set in the b;pp4-'ofrtd-
tumn grass.

Hal Coffee au Lalt
-By 10 o'clock we were in Thibo-

deaux, in time for midnmorning cafe
au lait. Every thlrd man on the
streets could step straight into a
Griffith picture in character for an
old-time southern planter---white goat-
ees, broad-brimmed felt hats and
1 stately Creole manners are. every.
where. And every fourth man came
forward courteously to inquire if pos-
stbly we were on our way to Baton
Rouge and had missed the route.

The dip into the days of Francoise
and Snzanne began at Gibson: a tiny
village sunning itself on tha banks of
Bayou Black. The Bayou ,I-'Our's
swamp road is impassable. The Persh.
ing Highway skips for seventeen miles
here on a section of country bordered
by three parishes, Terre te, ,s:k
sumption and St. Mary. All ,w•at the
highlway ,and all resent th e guieob-
taining it, and so far no meas•s ofrar-
bitration has been reached :s~t, the
Pershing Highway still is f•ic' s Br-e
teen miles the Old Spanish *y4. 'he,
thing to do is to board a flatboat and)
be towed to Ramos, where th• good
road begins again. I'n

Snorting with offended dignit;, the
six-cylinder nmotor is eased 'on•~ eprimitive barge. A fussy little '•o-
line launch takes charge of the situ-.
tion. There is a wait while its pipt,Mr. Allen Thibodeaux, finishes W!
Thanksgiving dinner, for nobody hur-
ries in this dreamy land, and •e are
off. -'

Country Untouched By Man
The way leads through Bayou -,ripk

Bayou Chene and Bayou Boeiif/bt-
the most part through a country -

untouched by man's hand as 1I*
days of the other flatboat trip.r
the waterways are cleared now of the
logs and vines that Francoise spoke t
but since then has come another mnl
ace, the exquisite water hyacinths
whose hair-like roo't and fleshyjl~ves
choke the passes and block th•ih pas-
sage of boats. So thickly do the float-
Ing plants grow that a man can walk
on a board laid upon them. At rare
intervals- the boat passed an isolated
cabin clinging on the edge of the bay-
ou with the wall of the rforest at its
back, and one lonely man would -wave
a greeting from underneath a swing,
ing sign, "United States Hyacinth
Boom."

These official hermits operate log
barricades to hold back the floating
plants from more frequented water-
ways, and conduct the government's
battle with poison against the lovely
menace. Trappers had agitated the
plants in the waters of smaller bayous
further upstreams, and at one point
all ha;nds a-board had to arm themsel-
ves with boat hooks and push green
sea aside while the it:le launch sput-
tered an ahead with its propeller
tangled in long tendrils like the hair
of a drowned womarp.

A Riot of Color
The repressed milancholy of the'

Louislana forest was mugumented rath- I
er than changed by the briliance of
autumn foliage on Iii route. In the
setting of gray h::i- and moss the
leaves burned like fjewels-the dull
ruby and maroon of s.weetgam and
haw; the scarlet azdl gold of maple
and hickcry; rusty - oak and flaming '
sumach; feathery boughs of cypres b

it like ostrich plume fans of orange and

brown; tones of pink and mauve and&g cardinal, pale tan and pur'ple, all mis-

e ted over with torrents of silver moss.
I Just before sunset the car climbed

* the bayou embankment ,at• Ramos,
d paused for a triumphant moment, andd shot away into the center of the "sug-L ar bowl of America." One after an-

f other the great plantations unrolledIze in our path like a panorama of in-

dustry. In the midst of the dun- col-;
I ored seas of cane a clump of. greatI. oaks would mark the plantation house

r white and stately, just beginning to
bloom with soft lights. A twinkle of
cheery firelight came, too from eachy one of the cabins in the quarter. Av toy stream engine darted across a

s huge yxpanse of field with a train
r of cars loaded with cane., Mule teamsV rattled in to the barns, and the ne-

groes were scatteding homeward to
their various cabins. Most of them'1 sang on their way, and one lMayed a

3 guitar and lifted up a mellow voice
t in an old-fashioned hymn as he walk-
ed. Another shift had just gone on jr in the great sugar house from whose
tall stacks the smoke never dies down
from the opening to the close of the
season. Mingled with the crisp frostyr smell of the newly cut cane came the
.delicious odor of boiling syrup and
r sugar, sparkling and warm from the -

granulator.

At the End of the Trail
"FaiDview," "Shadyside," "OrangeGrove," "Olivia" they follow in con-

-ttnuous order, meeting places of the!
gracious old life" and the efficienty: new era.

A great glowing moon like a man-I
darin orange hangs itself in the..eas
tern sky. Through the dusk the
white road spins mdre and more rap-
idly under the flying wheels. Through
Patterson where the Countess Alix
made her home; through Garden City,
Franklin, 'mellow' and Mzelancholy,
unbelievably neat and trim; through
swathed in Spanish moss; through
Jeanerette, where a street fair witt
an flluminated Ferris wheel offers a
different atmosphere.

Lights in the distance. It is NewIberia, where Francois and Suzanne
spent a happy time among the patch.
ed and powdered ladies and gallants
who had fled there from bloody Paris.
They have been sleeping these many
years and no longer do brilliant balls
and duels set the town agog. But
their names live on, and their courtly
hospitality survives them. If we
could not' have the thrill of supperwith ladies of the court, of Marie An.
toinette and a minuet with titled hey-alters, there was awaiting us real
Louisiana Thanksgiving dinner and

dox-trot with their posterity.

TAKEN UP
One pair medium sized .mare mules

by"the tmdersigned. Been on my
place nearly three months. OneMlack, other one brown; black mule
branded on left shoulder about "S8."
Owner is notified to come forward,
establish ownership, pay costs and
take said animals, otherwise they
will be sold according to the police
jury ordinance relative to estray an-
imals.

FELIX THIIRY.
Jan 22 St Route 2, Opeloisaa, La.

-THE-

BAPTIST HOSPITAL
Alexandr- Loulilana

Wishes for all the readers of this
paper a big-1921

Should you get 'silk, write us for'
hospital rates.

Our school of nursing is as goodas the best.
Yours sincerly,

D. R. PEVOTO, Superintendent.

WAN~EL--~Men or women to take
orders among friends and neighbors
for the genuine guaranteed hosiery,
full line for men, women and children.
Eliminates darning. We pay 75c an
hour spare time, or $36.00 ,a week for
full time. Experience unnecessary.
Write International Stocking Mills,
Norristown, Pa. Jan 15 10t'

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

ESTATB OF tiLI DWARDS)8

No. 7139, Probate Docket, Sixteenth
Judicial District Court, Parish

of St. Landry, La.

Whereas, Paul Edwards, has ap
plied to be appointed administrator of
the above numbered and entitled
estate, and

Therefore, notice is hereby given to
any and all interested parties to show
cause, if any they can or have, in
writing in this oft e within ten days
of the first publication hereof, why
the prayer of the said petitioner
should not be granted.

By order of said court dated, Jan
uary 7, 1921.

HENRY ;,ASi'RAPES, JR.,
jan 8 It Clerk otf.ourt.

Th Quhlge That Doe! Not Affct 'I~ 'lead

ANNOUNCING

our first showing of

SPRING MODEL HATS
Commnencing

MONDAY, JAN. 31st, 1921
Continuing throughout the
season. We will be delight-
ed to greet you.

MRS. CORINE MILSTEAD
N. Main Street, Opelousas

First-class Veils
TRESPASS NOTICE

The public is hereby warned that

hunting and trespassing on Sackett
and Rolla plantations is prohibited.
Violators will be prosecuted to the
full extent of the law.

MRS. M. S. BOAG-NI.
jan 22 5t

FOR SALE
Jersey cow with young calf.,
Apply,

jan 15tf .L. L. DANIEL.

Get In The.~ Game
Belding oil corporation now has1. acres
with seven producing oil wills, and more to
follow, in-

CAD D .O 9.O
The reliable, the unf iling oil field, the

"Daddy of Them All"
The Louisiana "Blue Sky" Commission has given us permission to
sell a part of our stock for further development purposes and
the extention of our properties. We contemplate a further large
drilling program and a test in the deep sand.

Read what the Shreveport Journal, Jan. 15, says:
Bailey No. 2, close by, came in pro- producing capacity; No. 1 ,making 250OLD F ducing 1,200 brrols ,and flowed three barrels on the pump, and othar others

C .y ' years, with the same fate. Altogether, :proucing, and omfng bak i t1*ger
five wells were drilled at thiat timeproving the section a profitable pro- every day.('f iii ducing one. y A

SL L du er the leaso was taken over by As soon as the corporatios•aw that
Bailey No. 1 was coming •badk, i on-the Church, Burton & Pfeiffer Syndi t t for thr ew we

THE BELDING OIL CORPORATION cate, which brought Bailey No. 1 o
HAS STAGED NUMEROUS back last October, producing 250 bar- gon jrod epenrs. One is ~bompet

"COME-BACKSP rels. .u producing, and bthe her two.
The Belding Oil Corporation was or- have ben drilled in: and a. awaitingIn the excitement and 'onfusion at- ganized to widcat in Bull Bayou. Its . gs, The prospects are that air threetending the bringing in of new oil roster of charter members contains wilt be substantial prodopers. 'thefields, the good old standbys are some- the names of some of the most influ- - Belding Corporatlon has deserved i's

times forgotten temporarily foT in- ential and promient .men in Shreve-. • 'deep rights" in the Woo bie sands.'.stance, Shreveport's meal ticket, the port. are contemplating Tilling intodaddy of them all-the Caddo field. Instead of wlldcating, however, the tL, "
An instance of the frequently recur- directors of the corporation believed

ring "come-back" in certain portions that more money could be made for There are rip thera prope ies on the-
of the Caddo field is the rehabilitation the stockholders in the 'ehabilitation Caddo Strip that are le of rai-
of what is known as the"Sweetie" of abandoned territory in the Caddo -" bditation. -A .deep .stra oil sand

-Bailey- Caldwell lease, in 20-22-15 and field, which belief has been justified. has een discovered clo to the Strip
29-22-15, in Caddo, by the Belding Oil Caddo has been one of the wmost on- .. 2200 feet, A well lo tp)-.th•;
Corporation, a group of 64 Shreveport. sstent producing fields in the United, Strip came in producing 5,000 barrelsbankers, wholesale and retail mer- States. The lure of newer 'and show- -estimated, proving an bundan. t
chants and professional men, who last ter .fields frequently has drawn sea- dep oil in that localt any as" `drawntwenty new derriks in ia p I i theNovember, bought the 100 acres in the soned oil men away from their prof- twenty new derr t is prert that one-
so-called Caddo "Strip,' 'lying between erties in -Caddo only to return later to Strip now, and it is re rted that one
Hosston and Vivian, on which is the the old. meal' ticket when they had of the Blg companies his ordered six-
original. Bailey No. 1.., dumped their winnings In another t Y- derricks built in it -t onc.,

This well opened up a new district field. Interest in the Stri ha, been re-in -the Caddo field, and was drilled by It was on this theory that the. Beld- - ived, and oil men, '0-"on t by ex-Bill Rowe in 1912. .It came in pro- ing Corporation took advantage of the perience, are more ian ever con-ducing 2,200 barrels, and flowed for opportunity to buy the Bailey-Oald- vinced that Caddo ii the 'm xther-three years, diminishing -gradually as well lease with the Intention of bring- pool,' and tha talmos- every part ofthe gas pressure decreased, and was ing it bSack to production. it is susceptible to uirther enplora-practically abandoned when oil went Four of the old wells on this prop- tion, and in many $ ces, capable ofto 35 cents. erty have -been rehabilitated to good profitable rehabilitatibn.

Shares now selling at par, 100.00 per share
AN ADYANC[ IN PRICE Of STOCK WILL TAKE PLACE AS SOONAS fIlIIERt D[YOPMENT BEGINS
Get in touch with us. Get our literature telling what we have auomplished andwhat we could do with more capital. This is-the biggest oil opportuiity for those whocan only afford to get in a company already established and making money from
production now. Send your name and address to:l
Be1~1ng Oil Corporatidn Inc.

S617 Edwards Street, Shreveport, La. -

Misses Irama Mae and Rosalie Roos
Nathalie Haas and eLna Loeb and
Messrs. Leonce and Nathan Roos,
Nathalle Haas and Lena Loeb and
Halphen, and Frank Dietlein attend-
ed a dance in Crowley last Wednes-
day ni ht and had a "swell" time.

Misses Irama .Mai and Rosalie Roos
atended a dance in Lafayette on Fri-
day night. They returned to Opelou-
sas Saturday afternoon.

Misess Nathalle Haas and Lena
Loeb left Wednesday for Crowley
where they will spend some time as
the guests of Miss Selnia Loeb.

Miss Bee Crawford went to Lafay-
ette Saturday.

Uncle Jim Baldridge of Barbreck
,was in Opelousas Wednesday between
trains.

Mr. and Mrs. Jules Petetin of Grand
Coteau visited Opelousas on last Wed-
nesday.

Nick Lahaye of near Port Barre
was a business visitor to Opelousas
on Wednesday.

Attorney A. H. Garland of Ville
Platte was a professional visitor to
Opelousas this week.

Todd Hinohliffe of Crowley motor-
ed to Opelousas Tuesday to look over
his rice interests in this secion.

Mr. Pellerin of Sunset transactedI
........ I

Sbusiness in Opelousas on last on-
I day.

Dr, and Mrs. Frank Reiger returned
Saturday after spending their honey-
moon in New Orleans and Donaldson-
ville. They will make- their home
with Mrs. W. D. Lewis.

Miss Mamie Anding, daughter. of
Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Anding, was Ape-
rated on for tonsilitis at the Lafay-
ette sanitarium. She is reported' as
Srapidly recovering.

F Miss Marie Meginley is making a
great success with her "Beauty Shop"
which she recently opened in O elou-
sas. Her shop is on Court Street and
the equipment up to date. Miss Meg-
Sinley will be pleased to meet her many

i friends.

Sheriff Thibodeau and ~Chief Dep-
I uty Stagg went to. Alexandria Mon-

day afternoon on official, business.
John .M. HIilliard, one of the Well

known farmers of the Upper Wapig
section, was !a business visitor to
Opelousas Tuesday -and Wednesday.

Editor Lawrence. Andrepont, of. the
Crowley Progress was ,here Monday
between trains.

F. L. ,Delahouessye, manager of' a
drugstore at Pineville, La., passed
through Opelousas Tuesday, enroute
to New Orleans.

B. L, Terry of Memphis, Tenn., was

a bu'siness'. visitor to Opelousas on

Tuesday and Wednesday..

Steward Rozas of' Eunice spent
Sunday here as the guest of his aunt,

Mrs. Adam Goth.

Mrs. Paul Cueno of. Elizabeth, N. J.,
is vialitng here as the guest of her
mother, Mrs. Pierre Mistric.

A. B. Pickett of Shreveport is spend-
ing some time with his daughter, Mrs.
Oswald Perkins.

D. Muller, connected with the
Buick Motor Co., of Memphis, Tenn.,
attended to business here several
days this week.

'FOR SALE CHEAP
60 light Farm Electric Plant-

in first class working order. Will
sell on easy' terms.

D. C. ROSE
Plumber and Electrician

PHONE 28
OPELOUSAS, LA.

To Cure a Coldb l One Day

CVh elk'd '


