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So far since the re'surection t1
of our paper, we have only ex- tl
pressed our views upon the poli-
tichl questions of the day in
order to foreshadow the unal-
terable conservative c o u r s e

which will mark the future poli-,
tical conduct to be resolutely 
pursued by the PIONEEI and the h
sentiments and actions by which
we will be governed and guided n

on public question-not that .
we design to devote our col- f
umns exclusively to State or
national subjects to the neglect
of questions which at this stage
of recognized local self-govern- q
ment of Louisiana we deem of

paramount importance. Indeed, a
we consider at this moment of"r
our political redemption, that r
the country imperatively needs 1

peace and tranquillity that all
the bitterness arising from the
past angry and contending pop- i
ular disputes may be radically f
healed. .

As the State government is now a
in the undisputed possession ofi)
honest and faithful- public ser-l•
vants, there let us leave it and t
turn to the more agreeable task
of assisting with all the power
of the rural press, however hu m-I
ble and unpretentious in its corn- t
position, it may be elevating the i
commercial, social, agricultural, t
mechanical and last, though not t
least, our educational interest.
Let each country Paper strain ev- I

ery nerve to present to the great
commercial centre at New Or-

leans all possible practicable in-
formation and statistics about
what is being done in each par-1

Ih towards the education of
' ildren, the amelioration of
the lands, improvements of every
description, inducements held

out to immigrants, &o., &c. Let

every planter and planter's wife,
mechanic, laborer, school teach-

er, whenever a valuable item in
his branch of business falls un-

der, there transmit it either ver-

bally or in writing to our office;
because in a parish so extensive

on territory and unfortunately
Sso illy provided with good roads

or other facilities for ready and

rapid communication, it can not

be expected we can afford to call

in every citizen. If these sug-

gestions, although not sufficient-

ly elaborated, are adopted, our

minds will be rapidly diverted

from the effects of recent fierce

political agitations-all the old

Adam will imperceptibly pass
out of our war stricken souls as

gently as the idle evenuig ze-I
phyr that we regard not.

Mr. Kossuth Obercamp, a!

skiliful barber from Donaldson-

ville, has estabhshed himself ini

the West end of the Washington
Hotel;" where he is prepared to

do everythiug in the shaving,
hair-cutting, shampooning and
fir-dressing line. His shop is
•i•a fitted up, and such is his
wa own reputation that we

b superfluous to puff him.

The Returninl Boardd.

The recent indictment of the
firm of Wells, Anderson & Co.
seems to excite a great deal of
comment among the city papers,
and the general opinion ~o far'

seems to be in favor of their
punishment if found guilty.

So far, as they are individually
concerned, they are certainly en-
titled to but little clemency on

the part of the people, for they
have immortalized themselves
by frauds not only unprecedent-

ed but unthought of by our most

unscrupulous politicians. So far,

all agreed as to the enormity of

their offense; but it occurs to us

that this matter should be look-
ed at from a different stand
point than the commission of a

crime by individubls. If our

memory does not fail us, a

caucus of the members of the
House of Representatives was
held at the time, when the Com-

mission sent by President Hayes
visited New Orleans, and when
it was desirable to produce a
favorable impression on the

minds of these gentlemen with a

view to ulterior events. " This

question0 as to the future action

to be taken in regard to past

political events of the Radicals,
was thoroughly discussed and

resulted in the passage of a joint
resolution, approved April 20,

1877, the 5th section of which is

as follows:

Desirous of healing the dissen-
sions that have disturbed the State
for years past, and anxious that the
citizens of all political parties may
be free from the feverish anxieties
of political strife and join hand i
honestly restoring the prosperit
of Louisiana, the Nicholls govern-
ment will discountenance any at-
tempted persecution froma any quar-
ter of individuals tor past ptolitical
conduct.

Wells, Anderson & Co. have
been indicted for forgery in al-
tering returns, which critics say
is not covered by section five of
the joint resolution. It is true
that. forgery is not, strictly
speaking, a political offense;
but when the facts are taken
into consideration and the in-
timate relation of their crime
with the result is looked into, it
does not require a very analyti-
cal mind to perceive the intimate
connection between the two sub-
jects, and that the joins resolu-
tion was passed with the object
of preventing any prosecution
of individuals for acts committed
to secure political success in the
recent election.

We do not doubt that these
points were thoroughly discuss-,
ed in caucus, and that the mem-
bers adopted the joint resolution
as sufficiently explicit to cover
the ground, not considering it
necessary to go more into detail.

In the absence of definitei
language it is always safe to in-
quire into the intention of the
framers of a legislative act and
use that explanation in aid of its
proper construction.

If the public entertain any
doubt as to the extent, and scope
of the joint resolution, the facts
can be easily ascertained from
some member of the caucus.

Under these circumstances it
wili be the duty of the Governor!
to act in this matter, not accord-

ing to a strict and literal inter-1
pretation of the Statute, but to

modify it in accordance with the

understanding of the .members
at the time of the passage of
this sot.

The pardon of these individu-
als before or after trial demands
the exercise of great moral

courage, for their conduct has
been so outrageous that many1

persons would strain the limits
of justice in order to secure their
conviction and punishment as a
warning to evil-doers in the
future.

Fortunately for our State, we
have an Executive who will per-
form his duty conscientiously,
without reference to the clamor
of extremists or the wiles and
doublings of wire-working politi-
cians. He was in a position to
understand the meaning attach-
ed to the joint resolution, and
will sustain the high character
of Southern chivalry by a strict
performance of his duty.

Civil Service Reform.

Thinking people have long t
since come to the conclusion f
that much can be done to im- J
prove our government, not as to I
its theory, which is nearly per- I
fect, but as to its practice, which, 4
in many respects, reflects no 1
credit on our rulers.

For years past the doctrine
has generally prevailed that "to
the victor belongs the spoils,"
and among our most energetic
canvassers at our presidential
election are to be found those
who look for office as the re-
ward of their efforts. This cus-
tom is not calculated to fill our
offices with men noted for hon-
esty, industry and intelligence-
one may prove very efficient in
a canvass, yet lack the qualities
essential to constitute a good
officer.

President Hayes is making
an effort to inaugurate a new
rule, ostensibly, and ostenta-
tiously introduced under the
administration of Gan. Grant,
but known to the people only as
a decided failure. The ruts
worn by the long continued
friction of government wheels,
are rarely left by the machine,
and our rulers will find their un-
dertaking beset with many and
great difficulties. No one has
a vested right in a government'
office, yet there are many offices,
requiring skill, familiarity with
details, and are integrity above
suspicion, which the right man,
and not the politician, should
feel In these there should be
no change unless for cause, as
the interests of the government
are likely to suffer by incompe-
tency, and a want of familiarity
with the duties of the office.

Under the English govern-
ment, their employees have a
support for life, with a fair
chance of promotion and in-
crease of salary, if they deserve

it, and, as a consequence, it is
well served by its office holders.
This plan would not be practi-

cable with us, as the "ins"
would continue to hold office
for life, and the "outs" would
continue in the cold. This
would be looked on as a great
crime in a new country, in which

each man considers himself as

good or better than his neighbor.

If the offices are not to re-
ward success in elections it is

probable there would be more
honestly conducted canvassers,
but much more Iukewarmness
among the actors. We see but
one chance for reform in these
matters, "continue to bestow of-
fices as at present, but select
honest and intelhigent men to fill

them, and many causes of com-

plaint which now exist will cease,
and a Republican form of gov-

ernment will receive greater hon-
or and reverence than at present.

Bob Ingersoll has been orating
on Voltaire's end, in San Fran-
ciscol and offers to bet $1000 that
the died quietly and peacefully.

Honor, to Whom Honor is t
Due. t

This week has been noted for
the visit of Governor Nicholls to
our parish, the first time his
public duties have enabled him
to visit the warm friends of his
youth and manhood, since his
election in November last.

He was most warmly welcom-
ed, and his fellow-citizens would
have gladly detained him for

some days longer, but he felt I
compelled to return to the scene
of hrs duties.

On the eve of his departure

he was serenaded by the
Nicholls & Wiltz brass band of
Plattenville, consisting of twen-

ty musicians, under the leader-

ship of Mr. Dedrick Ohlmeyer.
It was a grand compliment to

his Excellency, and one he high-

ly appreciated, as the members

composing the band rode six-
teen miles to accomplished their

object. They favored the Gover-

nor and the ladies present, with

many beautiful airs, (among oth-

ers Gov. Hendrick's quickstep,)

all of which were executed in a

masterly manner.

We were all happy in the

presence of a Governor, whom

we could welcome with such

heartfelt pleasure, and as the

serenaders bade us good night,
the leader called for three cheers

and a tiger for the Governor
"whom we love so well."

Weather and Crops.

We are in the midst of a heft-

ed term, even for our latitude,,
and "how hot it is," has become

the usual mode of salutation

when friends meet. The mer-

cury still ranges in the nineties,

except in some localities it rises

high enough to peep over one

hundred.
The thermometer does not

fairly indicate the warmth of the
individual - with a refreshing
breeze we rarely consult it ; but
when that breeze suddenly dies

away, as it generally does about

five o'clock, then we are actual-

ly overcome and ready to give
up.

Some neighborhoods have

been favored with refreshing
showers, to the great advantage
of the cane and late corn, but

the general cry is for a good
soaking rain that will wet the

roots of vegetation and start a

rapid growth. Notwithstanding

the drought the plant cane is

green and glossy in its appear-
ance, indicating steady growth.
The stubble does not appear so
thrifty, and both that and plant

are backward as to size.
The area of land planted in

corn has been considerably in-
creased this year, and averages
well where the showers have not
been "few and far between." A
good corn crop will add materi-
ally to the sum derived from the
work of the year and diminish

the amount of money necessary
to carry on farming operations
in 1878.

Our planters have gone to
work this year with cheerfulness
and a determination to secure
success. They will pay 'their
taxes for the support of a gov-
ernment of their own choice with
alacrity, knowing full well that
the money will be honestly ap-
plied to diminish the indebted-
ness of our State, and that the
schools for the education of their
children will be conducted in
such a manner as to make the
tax raised for their support a
profitable investment.

We hear of some sickness in

the parish among the children,
the result probably of the warm
weather.

The bayou is falling slowly
and the cultivators of rice rejoice
thereat, as they will have water
enough for the irrigation of
their crops until the daily show-
ers commence. We learn with
pleasure that the crops of corn
in the Brules and bayous in the

back part of the parish are very
good-they were not injured by
back water, and their lands are
very productive.

ASSs mPTION PIONNEIR. - We
have read with pleasure a highly
complimentary notice from our
valued contemporary, the PIo-
NEER of Assumption, the old-
time Franco-American journal
which has been suppressed for
several years by the events of
the late war.

The PIONEER was the first pa-
per established in Assumption
parish and was founded by the
lamented Eugene Supervielle
about twenty-five years ago. Our
cherished triend,Charley Dupaty,
purchased the paper in 1858, and
has been running it uninterrup-
tedly ever since, save the sus.
pension occasioned by the war,
Southern reconstruction, etc.

We heartily welcome our old
Franco-American friend to our
exchange list, and sincerely trust
that through its influence and
power our beloved French tongue
will not only be reinvigorated,
but forever perpetuated in this
portion of Louisiana where
around it cling so many delight-
ful and tender memories.- Vigil-
ant.

We have received this weepk
the PIONEER of Assumption,
published in French and English
by Charles Dupaty. The PIo
NEER was the first paper estab-
lished in the parish of Assump-
tion, but owing to Radical sway
in Louisiana it had to suspend
together with many other Demo.
cratic journals. Several of these
have revived since the establish
anent of the people's chosen -gov-
ernment. We welcome with joy
these representatives of the an-
cient glories of Louisiana. The
PIONEER promises to be a good
pnaper.-Marksville Bulletin.

An exchange says : "Very few
Russians can read and write."
Any man who has tried to spell
out the shortest name on a Rus-
sian war map will not be surpris-
ed at that.

STATE OF LOUISIANA.

PARISH COURT.

PARISH OF AqsUMPTION.

No. 1163.

Suocession of Armelise Landry,
deceased widow of Gedeon

Guedry.

WHnnRAs, Jean Baptist Gu6dry of this
Parish, has petitioned the Court for Let-
ters of adminstration on the the estate of
Gkd.ou Gutdry :

Notice is hereby given to all whom it
way concern to show cause within ten
days why the prayer of said petitioner
should not be granted.

By order of the Court.
THOMAS DIVINE, Clerk of Court.

Assumption, La., June 9th, 1877.

bTATE OF LOUISIANA.

PARISH COURT.

PARISH OF AssmPTION.

No. 1091.
In the matter of the Succession of

Celestine Azucoin, deceased
widow of Victor Savoy.

Notice is hereby given to the creditors
and all persons interested in said succession
tq show cause within ten days from the
present notification, if any they have, or
can, why the account presented by Clair-
ville J. Savoy, administrator of said sue-
cession, should not be homologated and
approved, and the funds distributed jin
accordance therewith.

By order of the Court.
THOMAS DIVINE, Clerk of Court.

Assumption, I., June 9th, 1877.

AUSTIN BABIN,
J. I. LIARB, lanager.

GENERAL

Produce Merchant
No. 151 DECATUR St.,

NEW ORLEAWI.

Consigments of Cotton, s8sr, Rica,
Fruits, Vegetable., Poultry. Eggs, Wool,
Mocs, Side, &c. respe+tfully olicited.

COPY.
TmBoDnAUX, LA., July 2, 1871.

In a personal difficulty between
myself and Mr. R. N. Sims in this
place on the 13th of Jaae, 1877, be-
ing under an erroneous impression
regarding a certain fact connected
with a certain law suit pending in
the District Court of Assumption
parish, wherein a question of appeal
arose; said erroneous impression
being that the decision of the Dis-
trict Court would be submitted to
whereas Mr. Sims says he intended
the decision of the Supreme Court,
and never intended at any time to
create the illpression on my mind
that the District Court was meant.
I believing, from conversations had
with him and my counsel, that the
decision of the District Court would
be final, and believingthat my b: lit f
as to that fact was erroneous, I here-
by retract the language used by me
towards Mr Sims on the said 13th
of June, 1877, and apologise for all
that occurred on that occasion,

L. SUTHON-
Witnesses :

WALTER GUION,

RUFFIt BBEALEY,
J. S. BILLIU,
J. A. BLANCHARD.

SUCCESSION SALE.

STATE OF LOUISIANA.

PARISH Or ASSUPTION.

PARISH COURT.

No. 1162.

Succession of Berthd Monsan end
Lazarra Gomez, his Wife.

DY VIRTUE OF AND IN OBE 4
1) dlence to a decree of sale ren-
dered by the Hon. the Parish Court
of the pariah of Assidmption. on the
6th of of July, 1877, 1 will offer for
sale at public auction. on the prem-
ises in Brule Dalferes of this pariah,
to the highest and last bidder oan
Wednesday, August 8th, 1877;
between the hours of 10 A. M. and
the following described property
belonging to the above sucae:sion,
to-wit :

1st. A tract of land situated ia
the parish of Assumption. at the
place known as Brule 'Dalfer-s,
mea.uuring three arpents. more or
less, frout on a depth of seven ar-
petats, more or~i&, lbet~ve patrl-
el lines, bound above by land of
Robert Maurin, in the rear by land
of Trasimond Melangou, below by
land of Julien Acosta, and in front
by a public road leading to the
main public road of said Brule: to-
gether with all the buildings and
improvements thereon and there-
unto belonging to the exception of
the buildings and improvements
belonging to Vincent Fernandes
thereon.

2nd. Another tract of land sit-
uated at the same place as the pre-
ceding and a little below it, meas-
uring two arpents, more or less,
front on a depth of seven arpeaet,
mot e or less, between parallel lines,
bounded above by land of DBsir$
Acosta, in the rear by land of Tra-
simond Melangon, below by land
of Oscar Martinez and in front by a
public road leading to the main
public road of said Brule: together
with all the buildings and improve.
ments thereon.

3rd. A lot of farming imple-
ments, plows and one corn mill.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

The movable effects for CASH
and the landed property, one-thir
cash, one-third in March 1878, and
one-ehird in March 1879, represent-
ed by the notes of the purchasers
payable to the order of the admin-
istrator of said succession, with in-
terest from and after maturity until
paid at the rate of eight per cent
per annum, and secured by the
vendor's privilege and special mort-
gage under the pact de son alienando
on the lands sold; the purchasers,
in case suit or other judicial pro-
ceedings be instituted to recover
payment of said notes or any part
thereof, shall pay ten per cent on
the amount sued for, including
principal and interest, for attor-
ney's fees, the same to be also see-
ured by the same privilege and
mortgage as the notes above mea-
tioned.

N. B. Actual corporeslpossession
of the lands above described shall
not be given until the first of Jan-
uary next, 1878; and Mr. Vincent
Fernandez shall have the right of
removing his buildings and im-
provements from the firstly de-
scribed tract of land by that time.

FRANK B. COMEAU,
APash of Assumpton, July i .

Parish of Assumption, July 6,1877.

FOR SAL. s
Tw.o Mites 6 ONe u4 +.

Apply to flNQ1r d.AWb


