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O n  the  “ L i t e  «and C h a r a c t e r  

< »•'<>! g  W : i s h i  • i g t o t i

This day, In1 lnuiilreth anni­
versary of tliiit solqnm one—when 
tlio “Father of l h/< 'ounf ry”—w as 
laid to liis etenjfli rest,- amid tin* 
liallowec t |  ,eae/of Mount Vernon,
_our bli t lie/i from all the eon-
tines of t h / Ke,midie, pilgrimed 
to the f^ot/of the simple impies 
Hive toml/to offer their ineense of 
adoration ami love to the memory 
of their pat riot lirother.

And throughout tin- country,— 
thousands more,—as we do—un 
aide to kneel at the foot of his 
grave, in fact,—join hearts and 
Hpirits, in sympathy with their de 
votion.

What is the redeeming, the god 
like inspiration of human effort? 
It is the consciousness that the 
good and the right must prevail, 
and the hope, that makes the heart 
indomitable in its faith for some­
thing always higher and better.

Mankind has struggled and toil 
ed; suffered and enjoyed: gone for­
ward and backward—upward in 
ambition and aim,— back again to 
degradation: but through all the 
trials, the human thought that the 
better must come, the upholding 
faith that the divine is part of us 
and must prevu 1 has, survived. 
It lives through the decay of mat 
ter; it calms the violence of pas 
sinn, and incarnates the immortal 
ity of hope. Through failure and 
success alike, the mightier hope 
survives, lifting perpetually up­
ward the banner of human pro­
gress inlaid with the promise of 
the universal good.

This cnobhng sentiment il!u
mines the actions of man: it is
present in the student and the
warrior; the philosopher and the
moralist; the subject and the ruler.
It is the one imperjshable, the one
immortal thing. I’dot out tlie re- «
cord of battles; of nations come 
and gone; of cities lost in the dust 
of ages; generations mouldered to 
ashes and to sightless bones; the 
work of the soul romaines and we 
know that we have risen closer to 
our Maker; that we are rightly 
moving towards the one true end, 
the millenium of the soul's per 
fertiles:? and the body’s eternal 
rest.

What an evolution from Alexan­
der to Washington! Alexander 
conceived the mighty thought of a 
universal empire: all the nations 
of the earth underolie power united 
in one ambition. Had lie lived he 
might ha\e accomplished the ful­
filment of his dream. Hut what 
thenf The bond of his union w as 
might; the loyalty of the subject,' 
the obedience of t he slave. ( 'ould 
that have lasted? Never. His 
empire such as it w as was a struc­
ture made with hands held by the 
Word; and by hands and the 
Sword it fell to pieces ere barely 
the breath of the great dictator 
had passed away.

And Washington? The empire 
of universal truth, the temple 
budded on the hope of the human 
heart and consecrated to the at­
tainment of highest destiny.

We as Americ ans know what 
this means: for it requires no fur­
ther elaboration. 1 will not yield 
to the temptation to flourish the 
Declaration cd' Independence. Its 
truths arc« part cd' our being; they 
I've in our blood by inheritance 
»ad convic tion: tin* freedom and 
equality of man is the* fact cd' mod- 
*fn philosophy. The might of this 
fact and not the pow er of man w ill 
build the empires cd’ the future, 
"The Americ an idea is the world- 
*4ca: the Gospel of our political 
faith is lifting the hopes of the 
People of ihe earth: it holds the 

true princ iple* of government 
which the false faiths and

theories cd kingcraft and divine« might} lesson, 
selection must sooner or later van-, The surrender of his commi-sion 

Il s '• jas Commander in Chief of the
As the« climax to the record of f Armies; his retirement from public 

this growth from Muccdon to the« life« when all cabals and intrigues 
American Republic, there stands j and envious malice* had been 
out the« majestic« figure* cd' (ieorge driven to the hiding holes of dis 
Washington. I coin fitted malevolence and mis

I lie resources of language have chief; w hen lie* knew himself to be* 
been exhausted in his praise: an! the* pride* and idol id' the people to 
ordinär} tribute cd words to him | whom he* secured their liberty and 
is mere affectation. their nationality; when lo* sat up-

m I he greatest, tribute* w c* can reii j on a throne* such as had n<*\ 
der one more agreeable t « » him. ! been built 11 j » for human sover- 
il his spirit have knowledge of our j cign, the* throne of universal love* 
world—is to accept the* ever grow- and worship, was an ac t cd' self 

j big power ed his example. Then ! denial for which history furnishe s 
j our service is more a consecration ! no paralle l.
than a homage*. There* is proof to show that

And so it should be:— the great ; Washington was offered a ‘*kiugl.x 
past is ours: a heritage to endless crown:" it is probable. Remember 
time*. Shall its lesson be* forged ! how long the* struggle* was which

before

te*n? Its examples undeeded? The* 
fruits ed its ac'hic*vc*mc‘iit lost to 
mankind ?

I hose* are problems whic h as 
Masons we* propound to oursedves 
as we* stand a hundred years after 
his cleath, at the* foot ed' Washing­
ton's grave*.

Mount Vernon! It is not sacri­
lege nor blasphemy to name thee* 
with Calvary. There* the* Son of 
God suffe*re*d and elie*<l that man 
may have* eternal life*: from Mount 
Ve*rnon, we re*e*kon the* life struggle* 
ed' man on earth: “eoce homo” may 
be inscribed on the* majestic brow 
ed' its great tenant. The* man of 
men radiant with the* luste*i* <d' the* 
glories and triumphs of his age*.— 
The* one incorruptible figure that 
e*oulel never be* swerved from truth 
or duty. Flattery could lied move* 
and power could not seduce him. 
( 'a*sar, Cromwell, Napoleon—all 
intoxicated by the* taste* ed' power; 
W ashington (piaffed to the* dregs 
ed’ the* e*up and remained sober: be­
coming for all time* the* model pa 
tried and the* exampler ed' Ameri­
can eitizenshij».

He* live*el for his country ami for 
his follow men: the* one; he* created 
by his ele*e*els; to the* other,, he* re­
mains tlie* eternal prototype* and 
example*.

Tln re is no false* glamour in the* 
scroll ed' Washington's fame. It 
is re*al, and therefore* permanent. 
His is ned the* ephemeral glory ed' 
mere genius: a brilliant mind 
wrapped in its personal designs 
pleasing itself with the* conseious- 
ness of its power.

lie* had all of 1 hat, hut in him it 
was subdued to the* ordered' things: 
lie* was the* embodiment of the* 
genius ed' self forgetfulness: jus­
tice* ami duty were the* Cods to 
whose* shrine* he consecrated him­
self.

That for w hic h the centuries had 
toiled was ae*hie*ve*d for mankind 
under his guidance and leadership 
and the world w ill forever link t lie* 
name and figure* of (Ieorge Wash­
ington with the* edimax ed' human 
struggle* and enshrine* him as the 
incarnation ed' its results.

'I'liiis Washington—great in his 
individuality—greater in the cause 
lie represents, will expand, as the 
centuries move* down the* abysm 
ed' time*, into a dual being great 
enough to live* through all time* in 
his own merit, lie* will se*e*m to 
grow gre*ate*r and greater as his in­
dividuality merges into the* thing 
lie* represents the new man regen 
crated by the genius of liberty and 
uplifted by the* humanity of uni­
versal brut herhood.

The true*, the faithful historian* 
who seeks for that in the* annals 
<d‘ man’s aehieveme*nts which pro­
ducer! ami left good ami benefit to 
mankind will linger with ever 
growing fervor over the record ed" 
Washington's career. More* and 
more distinctly, more* and more* 
divinely perfect, "ill hi* image 
stand out as. the* new order of 
things yet in its stages of expri ­
ment is maintained, confirmed and 
expanded.

He has himself laiel down the* 
,-ules ed' its life* and the conditions 
ed' its development.

lie has made part of himselt the* 
philosophy of its e*re*ation and 
being himself the* pe*rfe*e*t exampler 
of its principles has left to pister 
ity an infallible guide for their 
preservation and transmission.

The examples of subordination 
yf himself to propriety and pi in 
eiple* have become a part of our 
political faith, and woe to them

envolved the* Declaration ed' Inch 
pe*ndence. Even after Lexington 
and Cone*orei, after blood had been 
she*el many of the* best and wisest 
erf our forerfatliers hoped for peace 
and reunion with tin* motherland. 
The* sentiment of reverence for 
kings was deeply rooted and hard 
to ext irpate*.

The* traditions erf families, the* 
pride of descent, the* strength of 
English character, the pride erf 
English nationality pleaded for 
the* mother country and all that 
the* children of the* new land asked 
was justice* and cmjuality under 
her laws. It needed goading to 
extremes; it needed all the* passion 
of Patrick Henry, the* fervor of 
the* mighty John Adams, the hu­
manity erf Franklin and the* radi 
oalisni of Thomas .Ie*ffe*rson to at 
last break tin* tie and give* to man 
kind the Declaration ed' Indepen­
dence.

So when out of not overharmo 
nions fragments erf certain inch* 
pendent e*edonie*s now e*alle*el Stat<*s 
the* experiment of a government 
leased on the: e*oiise*nt ed' the* gov­
erned was about to be* organized 
there* were many, thoughtful and 
sincere*, who were not prepared to 
aeeept so radical a departure from 
tlu* experience of history, who be­
lieved a monarchy best and safest 
for the* welfare* erf the* people*.

The* army was with Washington 
the* e-ountry exhausted and re* 
soureeless would have* accepted 
his decision. He* resisted the* temp 
tationand the* Republic* was e*s 
taldished under a Constitution 
which has survived the* greatest 
internal conflict which ever divided 
a household against itse*lf, and is 
even now working out to comple­
tion the* problem erf human email 
edpation and liberty.

There is but one* danger to our 
institutions and that lies in the* 
passions and injustic e* of man. In 
themselves the*ore*tie*a!ly the*y are 
perfect. And here Washington 
leaves an example greater in it 
self and its effects than the* refu- 
sal <d’ a crown.

His retirement from the* I'resi 
deucy under the* conditions give*n 
has set a standard which none* 
dare* violate and created, a safe* 
guard w hich w ill permit no innova­
tion dangerous to tlu* wellbeing 
of (lie* Republie or the* liberties ed 
tin* people.

I could say more of (Ieorge 
Washington, the* theme is so grate 
fui. We should worship at the* 
shrine of his pat riot ism, el rink t rom 
tin* fountain ed' his inexhaustible 
devotion, stre*ngthe*li our lie-arts 
fo r  labors of sacrifice* in the* «\ 
am p les ed- his une*onse*ious conse­
rvation. Hut there are other reda­
tions in whic h I have* to speak ed 
11 j 111 which are* ed' first importance 
to us here* to-night.

The* meeting here to-night is in 
sympathetic response* to a eeremo- 
ny of worship and love c elebrated 
at tlie* tomb of our illustrious dead 
by our Masonic* brethern.

(ieorge Washington w as a Free 
Mason. This fact the Masons 
recognize today, and as a class 
unite* to give expression to the* 
fe*e*Iings which its memory calls 
forth. But not this alone: to do 
w ell our duty to mir e-ountry find 
to our fellow-men is a Masonic 
principle and when Free Maoris! 
to day gather togethe r as we* and 
others have done it is not for what 
would 1h* au idle and trivial pur 
pose, to merely proclaim the fact 
that (ieorge Washington was a

fruits irf the lessons of his life ;ni< 
rejoicing tiiat that life >o useful 
to man. so grand in all its muni 
testations, so perreed in Icing and 
conception embodied in its com­
pleteness t he* products of Masonic 
aim and philosophy.

As Americans we have share 
enough in tin* glory ed' Washing­
ton and motive* for all worship and 
j »raise. We need no accidental 
stimulus; yet as Masons we* rejedee 
that 1 he Masonic fraternity earn 
point to him as one* who has nour­
ished at the fount of her humanity 
and w isdom and w ho practiced in 
all the stations of his life*, the rules 
of conduct towards himself, his 
fellow-mi'll, his Country and his 
God which air inculcated at the* 
foot ed- our altar.

The ceremony has been made11 he* 
subject of dominent and critic-ism. 
We do not notice* this Eric Mason, 
ry lias ever been éditent to rely 
on its intrinsic value as a factor 
in human evolution and avoids 
editroversv conducted lieee ssarilv

above is, not even Washington him­
self.

It was before him, is now and 
will ever be. Its essence consists in 
the fundamental faith in the unity of 
man under the guidance ot God and 
Us mission of achieving the univer­
sal brotherhood must be worked out 
on the lines of a perfection modelled 
on our conception of the infinite des ­

tiny.
No one human being can place 

himself above this level. He can 
conceive it as a posibility; he can 
carry it into his life work as a fact 
in I he perception of mission and 
duty, but tie cannot he independent 
of it or superior to it.

U is a favorite theme with me to 
say what I think the Masonic idea 
ot human life has done towards the 
emancipation.

Free Masonry is the republic of 
equality and toleration. It attacks 
no living institution, questions no 
faith, noncerns itself wutii no forms 
of government but teaches respect of 
all, and obedience to that to winch
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complish the good that is in them. heaven ; it i verleaps tlu barriers of
-Vin! what are we to-day am what of nat onal boundaries and ranks

is our duty?- The truths of Fr«** ilmve t of iY : ions ami
Masonry art* the accepted bn ts of creeds. Its tin - L is i i God; its
our poiitieal constitution. Thai a*reed i* the ! ! .tiieriiood >i man and
principDs hive wirke 1 out their it emplias;/. >s tin- f m lamentai
inevitable results. essence by tl e ineulca'io a ami prue-

\\ e have only to preserve what lice of * \ irî ne.
has been handed down to i s: t„ It is sole mi w ith tli e rigor of
better Us and transmit it to those justice; .1 Silllies wit h tii * gifts of
who come after us.- benevol •nee; it exalts K t If in the

lvisilv said: hut tlie struggk 18 as ill\ me administrations of chanty
hard, as fierce as ever, and the issue and low w itbout abatii  ̂ one jot
never certain.- New conditions piY- of the fealty w e mv e t a o u* country,
duce unexpected complication m. our faini lies 111• i our Gm ; it gene-
creased privileges m ake new <luties rali/cs i ur .1ities to oui selves and
and responsibilities.-

The science of government which 
involves that of jurisprudence and 
the administration of law is the 
highest expression of the products

our feile» w men to ' 
univer-al equality.

Who cm he i 
faithful citizen 
publie* tban tin

he high pi in of

be*tt 
I tlii 
w lie
in i lTof human civilization. That purely to their hearts ii .

moral, philosophic aod aesthetic such i < .... . :
side of the human character mimrfes interilepcicicnci* and ab 11 .it • d< •

er an.I more 

« temporal re- 

have 1 lid in- 
lit and power 
I man s unity

on lilies extrinsic to its essence and j we belong. Hut outside and above
these conditions ot human society 
itjrests on a moral structure wherein 
are combiued to harmonious action 
those loftier qualities of man which 
are eternal and universal which are 
the theme of that worship which m 
the name of the one living God pro­
claims the brotherhood of man.

This philosophy at once invests 
the man with a dignity which in the 
physical and material world is not 
accorded to him. - It strips the 
mighty of their power- the privileged 
of their superiority- the distinguish­
ed ot their distinction and lays them 
all equal on the level ot their com­
mon humanity.

But the established order of things 
must not he disturbed by rude con­
tention. Free Masonry teaches 
these high ideals as rules and princi­
ples for individual culture and ex­
pressly abstains from any interfer­
ence in the affairs of religion or gov- 
erment.

Its immediate aim is to elevate 
and make perfect the individual man 
and thus create in the external world 
an agency which m the name of the 
right and truth consecrate itself Lo 
progress and the welfare of nations 
and of mankind. This is w hat Eph­
raim Lessirg, a Free Mason, a man 
of this clearest and most penetrating 
intellect, meant, when a century and 
a halt ago answering the self-pro­
posed question-“ What are the deeds 
of Free Masonry?”-he wrote; “ Hut 
this I will say: the real deeds of 
Free Masonry are so great that cen­
turies may pass ere one can say,’this 
has it accomplished’; and yet it has 
worked on all the good (hat is in the 
world, and it will continue to labor 
on and for the good that ever will 
exist in the world.”

U does its good work through the 
good which it implants in the hu­
man heart; it accomplishes its great 
mission by he magic of a new con­
sciousness of freedom, dignity and 
tolerance, with which it encircles 
the brow of its votaries.

1 will not (Islam you by drawing 
the picture of that gradu»I, that suf­
fering toil,- that perpetual strug­
gle of tlia human race running all 
down the centuries which at laat 
fixed the record of the new epoch, 
in the declaration of man’s equality 
and the assertion of his inherent 
right: some day a historian will 
come candid ami brave enough to 
-ay that from the Masonic Lodge 
spread out that philosophy of life 
which levels all ranks end like 

11,-ss of self except ns a part of | death itself lays the shepherd’« 
God's universality of charity and j crook beside the sceptre.” 
love. This fundamental truth in the

When we find these things in free plan ol creation constituting the 
masonry an 1 when we find them ex- very foundation of the body Of 
emplie 1 in the lite and character of Free Masonry has in all times, since 
a brother mason, what true friend*« there are any record«, held many of 
of the human family will question the best and greatest of mankind to 
her privilege to rejoice that such ibe bonds ot the order.-«More than 
things are, or will deny us the right halfof the signers of the Declaration 
to recogniz,e that they were embod- ol Independence w ere Free Masons: 
ie«l into a living activity for theI Frankl n and Lafayette and Peyton

purpose. If tlie enemies of Free 
Masonry would once concede tlu* 
validity of certain fundamental 
truths, flu* discussion would end; 
Free Masonry would he accepted 
ns a universal good: as there is no 
hope of such agreement on the 
premises on w hich our deductions 
are to be drawn, discussion is pur­
poseless because it can never lead 
to a conclusion.

It lias been boldly asserted that 
the whole story of Washington 
having been a Free Mason was a 
pure falsification: the indisputable 
records of Fredericksburg, Lodge 
No. 1. under the Grand Lodge of 
Virginia, has refuted this preten­
tion and silenced the slander.

It is now asserted than though 
the records prove the fact that he 
was made a Mason he was not one 
at heart and never performed or 
recognized any Masonic duties af­
ter in* became a Master Mason. 
Again the records of Fredericks.] 
burg and his own letters disprove 
this assertion. I quoted from these 
letters in an address delivered 
April :>0th, 1 SS‘,1, on the occasion 

of the celebration of the One 
Hundredth Anniversary of Wash­
ington's first inauguration, pub­
lished in the proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge of 1SOO.

Hut what if it were true that he 
took no active part in the affairs 
of the Lodge? Many good Masons 
do not concern themselves with 
the affairof Lodge administration.

( )nee init iated, passed and raised 
to the sublime degree of Master 
Mason, Washington's great heart 
took in the full breath and signifi­
cance of Masonry and w hile it is 
not susceptible of demonstration 
to what extent his character may 
have grown under their infinite 
suggestion, the fact remains that 
every incident of his career, pri­
vate or public, is in harmony with 
the teachings of Masonry: he, if 
ever mortal man accomplished it, 
grasped .the secret sublimity of 
moral perfection: lie, it ever man 
or Mason solved it, felt the mean 
ing of the lost word, and found it 
in the purity of his heart and in 
the rectitude of his mind: he, if 
ever mortal man sealed that height, 
stood enshrined on the summits of 
a godlike individuality knowing 
no service but duty, no interest 
but the welfare of his human 
brotherhood, no standard of action 
but justice, having no conscious

it self in the individual and produces 
its great abstractions independent 
of physical development or even 
under conditions of restraint and 
oppression.- The philosopher, the 
artist, the master of literature ot 
both ancient and modern times, 
live in and create worlds of their 
own which our fancy and our ima' 
guiation love to follow, receiving

tiny?
As Fh 

citizens, 
lined bv

• Masms we musi he good 
The rules of conduct de- 
masonie teachings which

make the true mason, make the 
faithful and devoted citizen. Wc 
should be devoid of selfish ambition; 
we should be generous and charit­
able in our judgment upon our 
neighbors; we should seek harmony

there from infinite pleasure and com- ,l" * |,r *' '' :ll! 1 :ts 
lor  ̂ I timi and passionate discords. Our

emblems and our symbols are de­
signed to constantly remind us of 
the absolute harmony and order 
which prevail m («oil’s physical 
world. The square and compass, 
the level and the plumb the circle 
and the triangle, suggest so many 
elements of perfection and subordi­
nation in visible creation and are in­
tended to admonish us by ever 
present example to make our moral 

I being equally perfect and harmoni­
ous. 1 wish to express and trans­
mit the conviction that Free 
Masonry as an institution m this

But the “ toiling masses” receive 
little satisfaction I rom these things.

We look up to u Homer, a Dante, 
a Shakespeare and a Goethe as to the 
mpired of God; but when in solemn 
judgment we pass on the merits ol 
men the light ol their practical 
service and usefulness, the civilized 
acclaim goes up to the jurist and the 
soldier, the philosopher and the 
legislator, the inventor and the re 
former, as the pillars on which the 
temples of development are erected. 
Behold Solon and Leonidas; Gutten- 
berg and Marlin Luther; Franklin 
and Washington.

The nations move forward only 
by means of therule&and conditions 
of life which they impose upon them­
selves, and taken thus the progress 
and happiness of man is a question 
cf government and social order.

Some of the simplest things iu us 
are most difficult to define even as 
infinity eludes the grasp of concep­
tion though we know that time 
and space are limilless-

We conceive that inherently con­
sidered man is an absolutely free 
ageut with no human right or power 
anywhere to restrain him, yet we 
know that the exercise of the freedom 
is not only absolutely impossible but 
utterly inconsistent with the best 
impulses of his being.

So there is no period of known 
time where or when he insisted on 
this fr edom of power of action. 
He yields it, not absolutely it is 
true, but relatively, in the social 
lompact which saves 'to him en­
tirely all his natural rights upon 
two conditions only namely, that we 
should so exercise them as not to in-

country is in harmonious co-opera­
tion with every intluenco dedicated to 
the welfare of the people and the 
preservation of the Republic.

The strifes of passion, the conten­
tions of conflicting interests which 
have shaken our very being will arise 
again and again to test the stability 
of government by and for the peo­
ple.

In such trials the conservative 
force of Masonic character will as­
sert itself and develope some of that 
good which grows without men see­
ing it and some of that uplifting 
progress which enlarges the heart 
without our being able to say 
whence it com«". Free M asons as such 
—nor Masonic bodies, take no part 
in human contention. Active 
partisanship would lie inconsistent 
with its very essence and descruetive 
of its universality. It is a world 
factor not a national factor, and its 
influence and power for good apart 
from the benefits peculiar to the 
members, manifests itself in the 
production and prepetual reproduc­
tion of a tremendous moral fe»rce 
which through all the moods of

jure or afiect the rights of others personal or political strife insis's on 
and that the whole thus created is j ,q,e supreme* condition of justice as 
obligated to protecteach component j , I,e one indisputable factor iu the
individual in the possession and en­
joyment of all his rights and liber­
ties,^mt inconsistent with the first 
condition;

maintenance of peace and the pre­
servation of liberty.

Buch being the intimate relation 
of Free Masonry to the State, not

welfare of all mankind, in the flesh 
and blood of (ieorge Washington. 

Some may imagine that Free

Randolph, first president of the 
Continental Congress, were among 
them. Chancellor Robert R. Living-

member of this great order, but for 
! Z  wö'üM v i e ' o r  itfnure .he .lie gvea.e. l»upo* of « .„U *  the

Masonry points to the fact that men j ston w as Grand Master of Masons 
like George Washington have been in New York when on April JOth, 
its votaries m vindication and de-j 1 “ 3 9  he administered to Washington 
fense. No one honest enough or the oath of office as first 1 res dent 
tolerant enough to admit truth w here of the l nited States.- 
he finds it would persist m such a1 And so the principles of tree 
pretense. Masonary working through the

No, do one man can honor Free ambitious and hopes ot individual 
Masonry or presume to set bimsels brethern fulfill the mission and ac

These things seem self-evident and j  j rom any active participation of 
as abstract truths; there is no time Masons as a body in State matters, 
when they were denied; as praticc |>ul ;,y reason of the fact that the 
they had no existence until the ; |#tiiiciplen of Free Masonry and the 
American Republic Guilt up its self- purposes ami aims of the order are 
created government on the consent absolutely one with the objects for 
of the governed. which our free government is estah-

" • 'la n ta e  i i i ' i l ! » er a t lin m a n m n  ijH|ie,| rf, ho far as organized society 
<umil ere fjeutem . ’ ! auiis to advance the welfare of the

Si great work it was to foun 1 mdividual man,isnny lurtherorother 
Rome. It was the struggle of fifty ] reason desired or expected why as 
centuries to establish the American \|a^onn we should to-day render bon- 
Republic. ,,r the memory of a brother who

Five thousand years the conflet I rank« above all Masons and all men 
was waged between vanity and pas-1 for j,e did, for what he was
sion on one side and reason and 1Il(i for what he will ever represent 
justice on the other. tohis countrymen and to all the nati-

Brother Masons,let us ever know -|n t |)(. coming of the consummation 
that Masonry a-nd the principles of 0f the age«, the perfect j « ace and 
Masonry played a star-nart in the happiness of mankind? 
evolution of this denouement. Brethern of Aurora Lodge, No!

It has taught man from time jn’0t only every hr«»ther Mason in the 
immemorial that the human family S(.ite of Louisiana, but every good 
is a brotherhood with no distioc- ; citizen unites with you iu the senti­
rions and privileges but such as are ments which the occasion suggests 
founded on merit and are recogniz- anq jrfms you in this sut-e of duty 
ed for the common good. anq consecration.

Free Masonry constituted the It*- The honors and henehis are re­
public of Ibe world before human fleeted hack u; , . »ur 'lver. e

, . ; can not kneel at the font of \V asti
government recognized the equably | Bepa,cbro without rising
of man. Its philosophy traversed ' '~ —------------- -
the seas and lifted itself to the (Joutiuucd on ]«ige L


