i

<

¥

THE S

—
\'l 'LL'\] ., \

e ———_ ——

~ Address

pelivered by the Hon. Chas.
F. Buck on

Tuesday, 14th Inst, in the ordinary tribute of ‘words. to him|whon ki

”H'l\t'

Cpeer

and

(i the “hale Character

\’ | 1% ort

‘r‘q;,,, \ il 1eton

hddreth anni-

This duy. le
yersary of that <olemin one—when
tho “Father of | I)‘" ‘ountry” —was
laid to his eter l'll\‘i rest, the
nallowed peacg of Mount Vernon,

amid

—our lu;ﬂlnfh from all the con-
fines of 'thgf Republic,
to the footfof the simple impres
sive lun.l;"u offer their incense of

pilgrimed

s adoration and love to the memory

B

of their patriot brother,
And thronghout the country,

thousands more,—as we do—un
able to kneel at the foot of Lis
grave, in fact,—join hearts and

gpirits, in sympathy with their de
yotion,

What is the redeeming, the god

like inspiration of effort?

It is the consciousness that the

good and the rvight must prevail,

< and the hope, that makes the heart

indomitable in its faith for

thing always higher and better,

human

NSO

Mankind has stroggled and toil
ed; suffered and enjoyeds gone for-
ward and backward —upward in
ambition and aim,
degradation: but through all the
trials, the human thought that the
better must come, the upholding
faith that the divine is part of us
and must preva 1 has, suevived,
It lives through the deeay of mat
of
sion, and incarnates the inmnmortal
ity of hope.  Throngh failure and
suceess alike, the mightier hope

back again to

ter; it calms the violence s

survives, lifting  perpetually up-
ward the banner of human
gress inlaid with the promise of
the universal good.,

pro-

This enobhng  sentiment  illu
mines the actions of man: it is
present in the student and the

warrior; the philosopher and the
moralist; the sabject and the ruler.
It is the one imperishable, the one
immortal thing.—Blot out the re
cord of battles; of nations come
and gone; of cities lost in the dust
7 L of ages: generations mouldered to
ashes and to sightless bones; the
work of the soul remaines and we
know that we have risen closer to
Cowr Maker; that we are rightly
- moving towards the one true end,
* the milleninm of the soul’s per
" fectnes$ and the body’s eternal
- rest.
- What an evolution from Alexan-
Cder to Washington!  Alexander
= eonepived the mighty thonghtof a

L mniversal empive: all the nations

= of the earih underone power united
~inone ambition.  Had he lived he
:Ilig'llt have accomplished  the ful
-~ filment of his dream. But what
then?! The bond of his umion was

- might; the loyalty of the subjeet,’

~ the obedience of the slave.  Could
- that have lasted? Never. His
- @mpire such as it was was a struc
?‘IN made with hands held by the
‘ &; and by hands and the
vord it fell to picees ere barely
s breath of the great dictator
tad passed away.

- And Washington? The empire
3 universal truth, the temple
od on the hope of the human
and conseerated to the at-

ent of highest destiny.
We as  Americans know what
means:—for it requires no fur-
ther elaboration. 1 will not yield
the temptation to flourish the
eelaration of Independence.  Its
are part of our being; they
ive in our blood by inheritance
eonviction: the freedom and
lity of man is the fact of mod-
wphy. The might of this
d not the power of man will
Ml the cmpires of the future,
erican idea is the world-
Gospel of our political
8 lifting the hopes of the
of the earth: it holds the
e principle of government
which the false faiths and

£

p —— = Ssaitaten
theories of Kingerafi nd divine migl
[ =t lection must sooner or Later van The i
ish. ¢ ('y (
As the elimax to the record of | Armic retivenien
this growth from Macedon to the [life when all eabals and
American Republic, there stands and  envious  malice  hLad
out the majestie figure of Georse |driven to the Lid iy holes of J

Washington.

Fhe resonrees of langnaze have

| been exhansted in his praise: an

| is mere affectation,

One Hore him

agrecable to
if his spirit have knowledwe of om
[ world—is to aceept the ever srow-
mg power of his exionple. Then
OUP SCPVICe IS more a0 conseeration
than a homage.

And so 1t shonld be:

the great

past is onrs: a heritage to endless
forgot

I'he

time.  Shall its lesson be

ten? 1s examples undeeded?

froits of its achievement lost
mankind?
Those are problems whieh

as

Masons we propound to onrselves

[as we stand a hundred years after

his death, at the foot of Washing
ton's grave, .

Mount Vernon! 1t is not saeri
lege nor blasphemy to name thee
There the Son of
died that man
may have eternal life: from Mounnt

Vernon, we reckon the life struggle

with Calvary.

God suffered and

of man on earth: “ecee homo™ may
be inseribed on the majestic brow

The
men radiant with the luster of the

of its great tenant, man of

glovies and trinmphs of his age.

The one incorruptible figure that
could never be swerved from truth
or duty.  Flattery could not move
and power could not sednee him.
Cromwell,

Ciesar, Napoleon—all

intoxicated by the taste of powe
Washington quaffed to the dregs
of the cup and remained sober: he
coming for all time the model pa
triot and the exampler of Ameri
can citizenship.

e lived for his conntry and for
his fellow-men: theone he ereated
by his deeds: to the other, lie re-
mains the eternal prototype and
example,

There is no false glamour in the
seroll of  Washington’s fame. It
is real, and permanent.
His is not the ephemeral glory of
brilliant  mind

therefore
mere  genius:  a
wrapped inits personal designs
pleasing itself with the conscious
ness of its power.

He had all of that, but in him it
was subdued to the order of things:

the of the
of self forgetfulness: jus-

he  was embodiment
aenins
tice and duty were the Gods to
whose shrine he conseerated  him-
self,

That for which the eenturies had
toiled was achieved for mankind
under his guidanee and leadership
and the world will forever link the
name and figure of George Wash-
ington with the elimax of human
strugele and enshrine him as the
incarnation of its results

Thus Washington
individuality—greater in the canse

great in his

of time, into a dual being great
enough to live throngh all tige in
his own merit, he will to
grow greater and greater as his in-
dividuality merges into the thing
he represents- the new man regen-
erated by the genius of liberty and
aplifted by the humanity of uni-
versal brotherhood.

The true, the faithful historian,
who seeks for that in the annals
of man’s achievements which pro-
dneed and left good and benefit to
mankind will linger with ever
growing fervor over the record of
Washington's career. More and
more distinetly, more and more
divinely perfeet, will his image
stand out as,. the new order of
things yet in its stages of experi-
ment is maintamed, confirmed and

secm

expanded.

He has himself laid down the
rules of its life and the conditions
of its development.

He has made part of himself the
philosophy  of its ereation and
being himself the perfect exampler
of its principles has left to poster-
ity an infallible guide for their
preservation and transmission.

The examples of subordination
of lnmself to propriety and prin-
ciple have become a part of our
political faith, and woe to them

who would violate or ignore the

[ the pride

|
1o

comfitted  malevolence  and
chief: when he K hitsell to
and idol of the people 1o
seeured their liberty

their nationality: when he sat m

and Coneord, after blood had been |

of our forefathers hoped for peace|

and rennion with the motherlind.,

The

Kings was o|w-|i|.\ rooted and  hard

sentiment ol reverenee ol

to extirpate.

families, the

of
pride of descent, the strength of

The traditions

character, the pride of
for
that

English
English pleaded
all

the ehildren of the new Lund asked

nationality
the mother country and
unden
1o

was justice and  equality

her laws, 1t needed  goading
extremes; it needed all the passion
Henry, the fervor of
Adims, the hu
the radi

1o at

of atriek
the mighty John
manity of Franklin and
calism of Thomas Jefferson
last break the tie and give to man
kind the Declaration of Indepen
dence,

So when ot of not over harmo

nious fragments of certam inde
pendent colonies now called States
woverntent
the

organized |

the experiment of a
based on the consent of
to be
thoughtful and

FLC0A
erned was about
there were many,
sincere, who were not |nrc~;»:m-r| to
accept so radical a departure from
the experience of history, who he
lieved a monarchy best and safest
for the welfare of the people.

The army was witt Washington
the
sonreeless

his deeision. He resisted the temp

country  exhausted and  re

would  have aceepted
tation and the Republic was es
tablished Constitution
which has survived the
internal conflict which ever divided

under a

greatest

a housechold against itself, and is
even now working out to comple
tion the problem of human  eman
cipation and liberty.

There is but one danger to om

institutions and that lies in the
passions and injustice of man.  In
themselves theoretically they are

And Washington
leaves an example greater in it
self and its effects than the refn

perfect. here

sial of a erown.

His retivement from the Presi

dency under the conditions given

has set a standard which none

he represents, will expand, as the | dare violate and ereated a safe
centuries move down the :||l)‘.~lll!;‘l|;|l‘l| wlireh will permit no innova

tion dangerous to the well-being
of the lh']vlllr“t' or the hiberties of
the people,

I could of
Washington, the theme is so grate
ful. We shonld worship at the
shrine of his patriotism, drink from
the fountain of his inexhaustible
hearts

say o more George

devotion, strengthen our
for labors of sacrifice in the ex
amples of his unconscious conse

eration.  But there are other rela

on it throne snch had never
[ been built up for human sover
cign, the throne of universal oy
and worship, was an aet of  self
dental for whieh histo fur: )
no parallel,

Fhere s prool to show  that
Washington was offered o ~kin
erown:” it is probable. Remenibe
how long the strugele was whic i::
fenvolved the Declaration of - Tnde
pendence.  Even after Lexington

Eshed many of the hest and  wisest “,,-“ its i

i

tions in which I have to speak of |

him which arve of first importance

to us here to-night.

The meeting here tonight is in|

sympathetie response to a ceremo
ny of worship and love celebrated
;|i the tomb of our illustrious dead
by our Masonic brethern.

i George Washington was a Free
Mason. This fact the Masons
recognize to-day, and as a class
unite to give expression to the
feelings which its memory ealls
forth. But not this alone: to do
well our duty to our country and
to onr fellow-men is a

pl'ill('il'l" and when Free Ma ouﬁke George Washington -bave been
to-day gather together as we and ! its votaries 1 vindication and de-

others have done it is not for what | fense. No one honest enough or

would be an idle and trivial pur

pose,

I WEDNESDAY., DECEMBER 20, 1899.
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:
‘7,. e is t even Washivgton | ¢ sh zood that 1s [
fulf <ol \nd what are 1y and i | i R
| S ! It was before him, is now and 1% y Tl ruths I
1 i tid [ wall ever be.  Its essence consists Masonry are the a 1 1
died s col- fthe inndamental faithin the umty of ir poit S I
( t Masonie [ man nuder the guidance of God and | principios | W \
il p iy 1ts mission of achieving the univer- | tevitable resalt
\ \ ! ¢ share ) sal brotherhood must be worked ont We ve Lo pres
the zlory of Washing- fon the hines of a perfection modelled | Bas been hauded dow |
’ L ¢ forall worship '”""'-H our conception of the infinite de b
praise, We need no aceidental | tiny, who come alrer us,
HsT ) s Misons we "’.I“""': No one human being can place Easily sard: but the striegl vl
e Masome featernity ean | himself above this level. He can|bard, as ficree as ever, m
wint 1o him as one who has now }mvnwl\'w it as a posibility; he can[never certain.- New condivions pr
LI the fount of her humanity :'-:n’r\' it mto his life \\-lll\' as a faet [1uce unexpected comphications
{and wisdom and who practiced in 5, the perception of mission and creased privileges make new dutics| ral n
I the stations of his life, the rales duty, but he cannot be wdependent | and respousibilities, - " low
i ) 1t "-.-,u‘|[~ hiimself, his| of it or superior to it. ‘ The seience of sovernment w
it nen, his Conntry and his| gy 19 4 favorite theme with me to | involves that of  jurispruds i ) '
God which are anenleated at the say what I think the Masonic idea the admimistration of law s the 18
f”“"' of ouralt |0t human lite bas done towards the | ghest expression of the  products
‘Ii:v CEreIIn) uw‘nw-llHx.l-]n'|lu';,,ml“u"mmm lof human civilization.  That purely L ver
: ‘u vt of oonnnent :mr‘i eriticism, Free Masonry is the republic of | mor i, philosophic agd aesthetie of suchoa y
[ We do not notiee this Free Miason |"‘1“<‘“1)' and toleration. It attacks |side of the human charaeler mingles 1uterde f
vy lis ever been content to rely {no hiving nstitution, questious no it sellin the individual and produg
tteinsic valne as o factor | faith, noncerns itself with no forms |its great abstractions mdependent s ‘ .
human  evolution and .l\ni<1~jul government but teaches respect of fof physical development or cven ! |
controversy condueted necessarily |all, and obedience to thay to which [under condittons of restraing and  foed ! ! SN
on dines extrinsic to its essence and | we belong. But outside and above | oppression.- The philosopher, the ™ ! !
prrpose. I the enemies of Free | these conditions ot human society {artist, the master of hterature of | H ! Wi
Masonry would onee concede the | itgrests on a moral structure wherein | both ancient and  modern times, shouldlie e VoS "
validity of certain fundamental | are combiued to harmonious action |live m and create worlds of  their W 5 Hi 1< and AL
[trathis, the diseussion would end; | those loftier qualities of man which [own which cur tancy and our ima 1 L iOuE il | o
Free Masonry would be aceepted [are eternal and universal- which are | gination love to follow, recervine "¢'ehb L
as o universal good: as there is no | the tneme of that worship which in | there from infinite pleasure and ¢om- ' I pea ! :
hope of sueh agreement on the | the name of the one living God pro- | tort. tion and pa ¥ { : Oz
premises on which one deductions | elaims the brotherhood of man. Jut the “toiling masses” receive | nhlems and e
are to be dranwn, discussion is pur This plilosophy at once invests||ittle sutisfaction trom these things, figned;to : i 93
proseless i‘" canse it can never lead | yhe man with a dignity whichin the|  We look up toa iomer,a Dante, He et ' - e
to aconelusion. physical and material world is not * a Shakespeare and a Goethe as to th which gruved! . Goth phyaipsl
L Lis been boldly asserted that [accorded to him. - It strips the [ipired of God; but when in solemn wosld.. The wqusre and. compas
the whole story of Washington [ mighty of their power-the privileged | judgment we pass on the merits ol Wie Jeval nud tho plumbitie, icirsle
having heen a Free Mason was a | of their superiority— the distinguish- [men  the hght ot their practical hnd thegiotgle, uggpiian et
clements of perfecty wned subordi-

pure falsitication: the indisputable
records of Frederi l\-|~||l;,_'_ l,mlj_-v
No. 1,

Virginia, has refuted this

under the Grand Lodge of
preten
tion and silenced the shander.

It is now asserted than though
the records prove the fact that he
was made a Mason e was not one
at heart and never performed or
Masonie duties af

Master

recognized any

ter hie became a Mason.

Again the records of Frederieks,
burg and lus own letters disprove
this assertion. I quoted from these
letters
April 30th, 1889, on the oceasion
of the of the One
Hundrvedth Anniversary of Wash
ington’s first inanguration, pub
hshed in the proceedings of the
Grand Lodge of 1390,

But what if it were trie that he

in an  address delivered

celebration

took no active part in the affairs
of the Lodge?! Many good Masons
do not
the affairof Lodwe administration.

concern  themselves with

Onee initiated, passed and raised
to the sublime degree of Master
Mason, Washington’s great heart
took in the full breath and signifi-
cance of Masonry and while it is

not susceptible of demonstration

to what extent his ¢haracter may
have grown under their infinite
suggestion, the fact remains that

every incident of his eareer, pri
vate or publie, is in harmony with
the teachings of Masonry: he, 1f
ever mortal man accomplished it
grasped the seeret sublimity of
moral perfection: he, it ever man
or Mason solved it, felt the mean
ine of the lost word, and found it
in the purity of his heart and in
the rectitude of his mind: he, if
ever mortal man sealed that height,
stood enshrined on the summits of
a wodlike individuality
no serviee but duty, no interest
but the his  human

brotherhomd, no standard of action

knowing

welfare of

{Iml justice, having no eonsgcious-
ness of self except as a part Hf}denlh it selt lays the shepher®’s| .., dore gontem.”

God's universality of charity and

ove.

masonry and when we find them ex-
emplied in the lite and character of

things are, or will deny us theright
to recognize that they were embod-

welfare of all mankind, in the flesh

Some may imagine

|
Masonic | Masonry points to the fact that meni
|

{ed of their distinction and lays them
all equal on the level of themr com-
mon humanity.

But the established order ofthings
must not be disturbed by rude con-
Free
these high ideals as rules aud priner-
ptes for wmdividual culture and ex-
pressly abstains from any interfer-

tention. Masonry teaches

ence in the affairs of religion or gov-
erment.

| Its immediate aim is to elevate
and make pertect the individual man
and thus create 1n the external world
an agency which in the name of the
itself Lo
progress and the welfare of nations
and of mankind, This 18 what Eph-
raim Lessirg, a Free Mason, a man
of this clearest and most penetrating
intellect, meant, when a century and
a halt ago answering the self-pro-
posed question-“What are the deeds
of Free Masonry ?”- he wrote;-**But
this I wili say: the real
Free Masonry are so great that cen-
turies may pass ere one can say,’this
has 1t accomphished’; and yet 1t has
worked on all the good that is in the
world, and it will continne to labor
on and for the good that ever will

right and truth consecrate

deeds of

exist in the world.”

it does 1ts goond work through the
good which it implants 1 the hu-
man heart; 1t accomplishes its great
mission by he magic of anew con-
scrousness of freedom, digmty and
tolerance, with which 1t encircles
the brow of its votaries,

1 will not dstain you by drawing
the picture of that gradual, that suf-
fering toil,— that perpetual strug-

gle of tha human race ranning all

down the centuries which at laat
| fixed the record of the new epoch,
|in the declaration of man’s eqaality
and the assertion of his 1nherent
'rlgh!: some day a historian will
come candid and brave enough to
say that from the Masonic Lodge
spread out that philosophy of life
which levels all ranks gnd like

|crook beside the sceptre.”

|  This fundamental truth in the

|very foundation of the body of
| s . -
| Free Masonry bas in all times, since

halfof the signers of the Declaration

lol Independence were Free Masons:

jed into a hving activity for thelFrankln and Lafayette and Peyton| Masonry played a star-part in the | pappiness of mankind?
of thejevolution of this denouement.

Randolph, first presideut

and blood of George Washington. |Continental Congress, were among
that Free ! them. Chancellor Robert R. Living- | immemorial that the bumau family Spate of Lousiana, but every good

tolerantenough to admit truth where | of the United States.-

to merely proclaim the fact|he finds it would persist 1u such a:

that George Washington was a| pretense.

member of this great order, but for

the greater purpose of reaping the | Masonry or presume to set Lim

No, no one man can honor Free

Masonary working

ston was Grand Master of Masons | is abrotherbood with no distine- | ¢ yizen unites with
in New York when on Apnl 30th, [tions and privileges but such as are | 0,10 which the occasion
1789 he adminmistered to Washington | founded on merit and are recogniz- | 4n4 joine yonu in this sense
the oath'of office as first President| ed for the common good.

And so the principles of Free| public of the world betore bhuman
through the| government recognized the equality |
ambitions and hopes ot wdividual | of man. Its philosophy traversed
scls | bretbern folfill the mission snd ac-|the seas and lifted isell to the|

service and usefuiness, the civilized

e nation 1n visible ereation and are in
acclaim goes up to the jurist and the ‘
. tended to admounish us by ever
soldier, the philosopher and the :
present example to make our moral
legislator, the iventor and the re
being equally perfect avd harmom
former, as the pillars on which the !
ous. I wish to express and trans
temples of development are erected. | | I
> S < % mit  the oonviction that re
Beliold Sclon and Leonidas; Gutten- oo ! "
Masonry as an institution 1 this

berg and Martin Luther; Franklin .
connutry 15 in harmonious co-operas

and Washington.
ton witheveryinfluence dedicated to

the people the

preservation of the Republie.

The nations move forward only thie welfaes of and

by means of therulesand conditions
of life which they impoge upon them- | Phe strifes of passion, the conten-
selves, and taken thus the progress | 1ons of contlicting interests which
and happiness of man s a

of

question | have shaken our very being will anse

government and social order. | aoam and again to test the stability
Some of the simplest things iz us | of vovernment by and for the peo-

are most diffienit to define even as ple

In the

force of Masonic character

wfinity eludes the grasp of concep- |
that time|

such trials conservative

tion though we know p
: will as

and space are hmitless- sert itselfand develope some of that
We conceive that inherently con- | good which grows without men see
sidered man 18 an absolutely free ing 1t and some of that uphfting
agent with no human right or power progress which enlarges the heart
l‘lly

whenee 1t comes, Free Masons as such

anywhere to restrain bim, yet we| @ihout our berng able 1o

know that the exercise of the freedom
no part
Active

partisanship would be inconsistent

13 not only absolutely impossible hut nor Masonie bodies, -take

utterly inconsistent with the best|j, buman  coatention.
impulses of his being.

So there 18 no period of known k with 1ts very essence and descructive
of s umversality, Itis a

this fr edom of power of action. | facior not anational factor, and ity

time where or when he insisted on world
He yields it, not absolately it 19| ducnce and power for good apart
true, but relatively, n the social|from the henefits peculiar to the
[‘omp:ml ‘to him the

tirely all his natural nghts ”I"’"‘lpr-uln‘-lmn and prepetual reprodue-

which saves en- | members, mamfests itsell in

two conditions only namely, that we | {100 of a tremendous moral force

all
jure or aflect the rights of others | Loraonal or political strife insis's on

should o exercise them asnot 1o 1= | wieh throuwh the moods of
and that the whole thus created is| e sapreme condition of justice a8

obligated to protecteach component | Lo one ndisputable factor in the

individual in the possesaion and en-| pqutenance of peace and the pre-
joyment of all his rights and hiber- | gorvation of liberty.

ties,mot inconsistent with the first| Suen being the intimate velation
| condition. . of Free Masonry to the State, not
| These things seem self-evident and ‘ from :
as abstract truths; there 18 no time | Macons as a body in State matters,
when they were denied; as pratice |,y by reason of the fact that the

until the principles of Free Masonry and the

any acuve |-:ulh‘ip:|lmn of

they had no existence
American Republic built up its #elf- | purposes and aimsof the order are
‘-umalwl government on the consent | p. slutely one with the objects for
}uf the governed. | which our free government is estab-

{

“Tantae molis erat Romanam lished in so far as organmized m,(-icly

aims to advance the welfare of the
8o work 1t was to found |, qividual man,isany furtherorother
| Rome.

great
It was the straggle of fifty | raqeon desired or expected why as

. 1 . | . . .
When we find these things in free- | plan ol creation constituting the | centuries to establish the American | N\jacons we should wo-day render hon-

Republie. or the memory of a brother who

Five thonsand years the conflet| anke above all Masone and all men

a brother mason, what true Ir|end-‘|u,ere are any records, held many of | was waged between vanity and pas-| g0 what he did, for what he was
of the human family will question | he best and greatest of mankind to |sion on one side and reason and | 4.d for what e will ever represent
[her privilege to rejoice that such|ihe bounds ot the order.- More thaa|justice on the other.

tohis countrymen and to all the nati-
| Brother Masons,let us ever know | i, (e coming of the consmmmation
that .\lammry and the prlncip]eu of of the ages, the ;rmh'l'? peace and
Brethern of Aurora Lodge, No!

It bhas taught man from time Ny onlyevery brother Mason 1n the

you in the senti-
ngeests

of duty

and consecration
I'he honors and bene
flected back upon o irselves,

| can not kneel at the f of
withont

re-
We
Wash-
rsing

fits are

Free Masonry constituted the Re-
oot

ington’s sepalchre

Continued on page &




