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9. The Commission shall have low
or to summon and compel the at-
tendance of witnesses, to swear wit
nesses, and to compel the production
of books and papers, to take testimo-
ny under commission, and to punish
for contempt, as fully as is provided
by law for the district courts. ihe
General Assembly may provide oth
er penalties for violating the orders
of the Commission.

10. If any person, firm, association

or corporation shall be dissatisfied
with the assessment made or action

taken by the Commission, such party

may file a netition setting forth the

cause of objection to such assessment
or action of the Commission or to
either or both in a Court of compe-
tent jurisdiction, at the domicile of
the Comnmission, against said Corn
mission as defendant. Either party
mtay appeal to the Supreme Court of
the state wilthout regard to to th3
amount in olved; such apl'ea'.s to be
1r ltarnbl,,e v ithiin ten days after the

date that the decision of tie: lou erI
Court ecomies final. All such c is -
Loth in the trial and appellae!, court.
shall bw tried smumtarily and by p1re
(ran'o over all other c('tas Succh

cases may be tried ill the coutit of
te first in.tance tither in cihatlbe! s
or at , a time.

11. No bond shall be re uired of
sid ('ommission in any case in any
coturt, nor shall advance costs or se-
curity for costs, be required of it.

12. It shall be the duty of the Al-
torney General, and the various dis-
trict attorneys, on proper request or
direction by the Commission or the
Governor, to aid the said Commission
in all legal matters, and to prosecute
and defend all cases in accordance
with such requests and directions. A
failure on the part of such law offi-
cers, when so requested or direct-
ed to perform the duties here im-
posed upon them, shall constitute mis
feasance in office.

Article VI.

1. After January 1st, 1914, all as-
sessments for all State purposes, ex-
cept as hereinafter provided, shall
be completed on or before April 1st
in each year, and the taxes shall be-
come due ana payable on the first
Monday in .June of each year, and
shall become delinquent on the first
Monday in September in each year .

Each parish and municipality shall
have the right to fix the date for
the completion of its local assess-
ments, and the payment of its local
taxes and licenses general and spec-
ial, until otherwise prescribed by the
General Assembly. Until otherwise
provided, existing laws on these sub-
jects shall be operative. Levee dis-
trict taxes and forced contributions,
exclusive of produce taxes, shall be
assessed and become delinquent co-
incidenitally with parish taxes.

2. Public service corporations shall
be assessed on their physical proper-
ty and on their franchises separately,
but the General Assembly shall have
i power toi direct the Tax Commission
to assess the property of such enreo-
rations at a valuattot including haoth
physical p-operty and franchist s, to

te dt'tei liind )y g•ross receipts, or
by dividendis on stocs an anlid inr-st
tai ont bonded debt. or by any ether
avail'ble method.

3. Incror-rated banks shall be as-
sessetl by assessing the stocekholders
on th1 hoek valtie of the stock, i. .,
capital stock. surplus and undivided
profits less the assessed value of "eal
estate locally assessed and taxed,
and less such further deductions of
not less than five per cent on their
loans and dtiscounts to cover bad
deblts and unearned interest as the
(,eneral ,\ssembly may prescribe,
! which deduction shall be made ely
from their surplus and undivided pro-
fits. all taxes to be paid by the
banks 'and charged to th stockhold-

4. Individual bankers, banking firms
and unincorporated banking associa-
tions, domiciled in this State, shall
be assessed on the amount of capital,
surphlus anid undivided profits actual-
ly employed in tlheir business, less
thle assessed value of real estate lo-
cally assessed and taxed, actually
-and exclusively used and employed
in their business, and less such fur-
ther deductions not less than five petr
cent on their loans and discounts to
cover bad debts and unearned inter
est as the General Assembly may pre
scribe, which deduction shall be made
only from their surplus and undivid

Si profits.
E. Foreign banks, and individual

bankers, banking firms and unincor
porate•d banking associations, domicil
ed out of the State but doing busi
nes-s in this State, shall be assessed
on .uch proportion of thetr capital,
surplus, a-d undivided profits a-s is

',tually emp,.o: e in this State. less
the a.qessed value of real estate 1-
<~ly a.sessd and taxed actually and
(xcltsively vused anld employed in
iheir bui n ss i'i this Stat', and Vss
- 'cth further de(luittons. not l]ss thani

'i'Ar d ii l.-rest as th.t (leneal As
s.:nbld aiv pr,'sc-'le, which d' dt--
t* ns slhal- tI rnade only from th-.r

surplus and undivided profits.
6. Insurance, bonding and surety

companies, and persons, firms and as-
sociati&on engaged in the insurance,
bondling .a surety business, exclu'd-
ing, however, fraternal insurance com-
ipanies and associat:ons, shall be tax-
ed on a percentage of their gross
I-reliumns recei\ed upon their bus-
i,_ess done in this State, lss return

premiums and reinsurance in compa-
nies or associations authorized to do
b)usi;nfss in this State. The percent-
age aforesaid shall not exceed three
per c nt for all branches of insur-
atre,, •hnding and surI 'ey business,
except. life and industrial insurant e
and shill not cXcce(l t\v.o iper eIt
for lif, and industrial insurane,-. The
special taxes to support the office of
fire iitarshal and f:re Prenc ntion bhu-
reaus shall not be deducted from tihe
lpremiums hilreby authorizted to be
taxed. \\'hin by the laws of any otli-
er state or country any taxes, fines,
penalties, licenses, fees, deposits of
money or of securities, or other olili-
gations or prohibitions are imposed
on insurance, bonding or surety coin-
panics of this State doing business
in such other state or country, or up-
on their agents therein in excess of
such taxes, penalties, fees, licenses,
deposits of money, or of sae,urities,
or other obligations or prohibitions
imposed upon such insurance, bond-
ing or surety companies of such oth-
er State or country, so long as such
laws continue in force the same ob-
ligations and prohibitions of whatso-
ever kind may be imposed by the
General Assembly of this State upon
insurance, bonding or surety compa-
nies of such other state or country
doing business in this State.

7. Irrigation canals shall be taxed
on a percentage not to exceed two
per cent of their gross receipts, only
such real estate and the buildings
and structures thereon, rights of way,
machinery, tools and implements as
are necessary to the operation of
any canal shall be included in and
covered by this tax on gross receipts.
All other real estate and personal
property of the owner of any canal
shall be locally assessed and taxed.

8. All sugar refineries, rice mills,
cotton seed oil mills, cotton s ed oil
r1efineries and refineries of petroleum
and its products shall b "as ss dl on
thie fair market valuation.

+. l'ntil otherwise ptro\vd.ed bly the
Gen eral Assembly by a vote of two-
thirds (,f the members elccte.d to
ea;-h house. ali opieratin., : ines of
sulplhuir, salt or other minerals, all oil
or gas ;wells, all stone quarrit sa sand,
gravel and shell pits shall be taxedC
uponi a p)erce'ntage of the gross value
of the P)roduct at the mout h of the
mine, well. quarry or pit. This per-
ccntage shall not exceed five per
cent for sulphur; three per cent for
salt; two and one-half per cent for
oil and gas. and two per cent for
rock and other minerals, inclusive of
gravel, sand and shells. This tax
shall not apply to the prldu:ct of any
mines, quarries or pits or oil or gas
wells, where the owner, other than
public service corporations, uses the
same for his personal purposes and
does not sell the same or its pro-
ducts or manufacture the same into
another product for sale. Where grav-
el, sand or shells are taken from the
beds of public waters, orfrom shores
not subject to private ownership, the
General Assembly may levy special
taxes per cubic yard of material tak-
en out and may levy a different spec-
ial tax for each of said objects of
taxation. The Government of the
United States for any purposes, and
contractors engaged in the construc-
tion of any public work for the State
or for the United States solely for
the purposes of such public work are
authorized to take free from taxation
gravel, shell or sand from the beds
of public waters and the public shores
of the State. Every citizen of the
State shall have a similar right to
take such materials for his own per-
sonal use free from taxation, unless
they are taken for sale. All real
and personal property of the owners
of such mines, wells, quarries and pits
except machinery, tools and imple-
mnients absolutely essential to the op-
eration of any mine, oil or gas well,
stone quarry, sand, gravel or shell
pit, and except the products them-
selves while in the hands of the pro-
dlucer, shall be locally assessed and
taxed.

10. All reol and personal prop rty
reserved for local taxation shall be
assossed at such percentage not to
exceed 100 per cent of its fair mar-
ket value as each local governing
authority may establish, and a lower
percentage may be established for
ptersonal than for real property or
for the values of improvements than
for land values.

11. In all assessments of real prop-
erty whether for local or for State
purposes, the value of tile land shall
be assessed separately from the value
of the improvements; but railroad,
pipe line and canal rights of way,
whether held in fee or under eas .--
mont, may be assessed separately
from, or together with, the improve-
ments thereon as the Tax Commission
may deem most practicable.

12. Assessments shall ble arranged
geooralhically ais far as po-sible eith-
er upon the irol or 1upon separate rec-
ords and the General Assembly shall
pass laws pr-oviding for the printing
and publicntion in pamphlet form of
the records, showing such georraphi-
cally arranged assessments, and for
the sale of such pamphlets at a small
price.
1.. Every taxpayer shall have the

right of testing the correctness of his
assessment in the Courts within such
time as the General Assembly may
proscribe; and no l)roper-ty shall be
assessed for a sum in excess of the
percentage of its fair mnarket value.
as prescribed by the governing an-
thority.

14. State licenses and special State
taxes shall be due and payable at such
time as thre General Assembly may
prescribe.

Art ile VII.

1. Every municipa!ity shall hale
tihre richt to 'ovidel. at its dlier'-

shall collect its tax, s. and to fix the
compensation to be paid such' offi(cer,

or officers, and the mode of their
election or appointment; and every
parish shall elect by a vote of its
qualified electors the officer, or offi-
cers, to assess its property for tax-
ation the compensation of such offi-
cer or officers to be fixed by the Po-
lice Jury not less than ten months
before the election, and not subject
to change during the elected officer's
incumbency. This power shall not
be exercised in the Parishes, nor in
the Parish of Orleans as to asscss-
ors, until the terms of office of the
present incumbents expire. After
January 1, 1914, and until the expira-
tion of the terms of said officers, all
local assessments shall be made by
the assessors of each parish and the
assessors of New Orleans at the
present rate of compensation. All ,o-
cal taxes and licenses except those
levied by municipalities, shall be col-
lected by the Sheriff of each Parish,
except the Parish of Orleans, at the
present rate of compensation unless
such compensation shall be changed
by the General.Assembly. After Jan-
uary 1, 1914, Parish Assessors shall
be compensated by the Parishes and
the Assessors of the Parish of Or-
leans by the City of New Orleans. If
under the referendum amendment
submitted to the people at the same
time this amendment is submitted
providing a way to relieve municipal-
ities from general parish taxes, sub-
ject to an obligation to contribute to
certain funds, is adopted, then each
municipality so relieved from such
taxation, shall lhave the right by its
governing authority, to provide for
the appointment or election of its
own assessor or assessors and to fix
their compensation.

Article VIII.
1. In order to reimburse parishes

and municipalities now free front par-
ish taxes for loss of revenue caused
by the withdrawal of the so'urce s of
state revenue from parish and n;uJnic-
ipal taxation, there is herevby ,rant-
ed to each parish and to each such
municipal corporation the right to le-
vy an additional tax of six mil!s on
unsegregated property.

2. In order to similarly reimburse
municipalities not now fre, from par-
ish taxes each parish shall levy an-
nually for eight years after January
1. 1914, the six mill tax aforesaid, or
so much thereof as may be neessa-
ry, and out of the proceeds of this
tax each parish shall, under the sup-
ervision of the Tax Commission, com-
pensate each such municipality with-
in its limits for loss of revenue caus-
ed by such withdrawal. Such com-
pensation to be made on the basis
provided in the following sentence
fot compensation by the state to
parishes. If the proceeds of such
tax remaining to each parish, added
to the proceeds of the levy of the
one per cent tax now permitted to
be levied, after making the compen-
sation aforesaid, shall not be suffici-
ent to repay to said parish the sum
it would have received by the levy
of its present one per cent alirtony
tax on the basis of the assessment
rolls of 1911, plus an increase of
five per cent on the amount of said
tax, then the state shall compensate
each parish the amount of such defi-
ciency as fixed and reportel by the
Tax Commission.

3. Any municipality now free, or
hereafter made free, from parish tax-
ation which is not reimbursed by the
levy of the additional s;x mill tax,
the power to levy which is hereby
granted to it, shall be (ompensted
by the General Assembly on thle ba-
sis above provided for compensation
by the State to the parishes, the
amount of said compensation to be
fixed by the Tax Commission.

4. The obligation to make the 'com-
l)ensations herein provided for shall
be mandatory on the General Ashem-
bly, but no such compensations shall
be made after the year 1921.

5. After the year 1921, no parish
shall levy any part of such six mills
within the limit of any incorporated
municipality and said municipalities
shall be entitled to levy and collect
such six mill tax for their own ac-
count.

6. The claims of each parish and
municipality for compensation shall
be presented to the Tax Commission,
which shall examine such claims and
report the facts and its conclusions
to the General Assembly on or be-
fore the first day of each regular ss-
sion.

7. In reimbursement for the state
source; of revenue herein withdrawn
fromnt her assessed values, and for the
joint benefit of her alimony and her
existing one per cent debt tax, the
city odf New Orleans, after January
1st. 1914, is hereby granted the right
to levy annually and shall levy an-
nually as long as said one per cent
debt tax is required by law to be
levied, an additional tax of six mills.
Out of the proxeeds of this tax, th re
shall be paid by preference annually
to the Boa,-d of Liquidation of the
City D)ebt. for the benefit of 1he one
prer cent debt tax, a sum equal to
that whichll said tax produced in thy

0-ar 1912 on the segregated sources
rt state revenue situated withn lthe
city limits. and the ba!ance of the
procelds of sei, six mill •nx shall co

i8i sewerae and water tax of 1he
City of New Orleans shall continue
to lbe levied as long as requird by

law on the sources of State revenue
subject to an ad valorem tax.

9. In case the referendum amend-
ment submitted' to the people at the
same time thi ,c endment is sub-
mitted providir •-ay to relieve mu-
nicipalities from general parish tax-
es subject to an obligation to contri-
bute to certain funds, is adopted.
then the power to levy six mills of
additional taxes is hereby grantedl to
all parishes voting for such relea:se
to be levied on property outside of
the municipalities, and the power to
levy six mills of additional taxi s is
hereby granted to each munici;.aiity
so released to be levied on the prop-
erty within its corporate limits, the
obligation of the State to make co(0m-
pensation re'maining the same.
Whether said amendment shall be
adopted or not the pow ,r to levy
the extra tax of six mills, hereby
granted to all municipalities that are
now exempt from parish taxes shall
remain undisturbed.

10. And whether said amen iunc nt
shall be adopted or not adopted, the
police juries of the several parishes
and the governing authorities of cit-
le$ (the Parish of Orleans excepted)
and towns not subject to parish tax-
es, shall levy and collect and turn
over to the duly constituted school
authorities under the supervision and
control of the State Board of Educa-
tion, an amount equal to at least
three-tenths of the gross amount of
ad valorem taxes, which they levy and
collect, provided that such amount
shall never be less in any parish or
municipality than the greatest amount
due from such parish or municipality
to the school board from the consti-
tutional three mill school ad valorem
tax collected for either the year
1911 or 1912, taking the year which
yielded the highest amount. Provid-
ed further, that cities and towns
that are not exempt from the payment
of parish taxes shall not be required
to pay this ad valorem tax if it be-
already imposed by the parish author-
ities; provided further, that this ad
valorem tax shall not he imposed
to the maximuml whienever\il lhe s,'horl
board certifi, s that a s:nallc" levy
will meet the needs of the s'.)ools.

11. All property the taxation of
which is reserved to the State, ex-
cept products of mines, of stone quar
ries, or sand, gravel or shell pits,
and of oil or gas wells, as well as all
other property, which may not be
specially exempted from such taxa-
tion, shall continue to be subject to
special taxes now in force, and shall
be liable to such special taxes as
may be imposed by local, special dis-
tricts and political subdivisions in th
future in accordance with law; provid-
ed that no parish or incorporated mu-
nicipality shall levy a special tax for
the support of any purpose which it
is obligated to take care of out of
its ordinary alimony, until it shall
have first exhausted its ordinary
taxing power, upon an assessment of
at least fifty per cent of the market
value of the property subject to its
taxing authority.

12. Levee District taxes and forced
contributions shall continue to be
levied within each district on the
sources of State revenue situated in
each levee district, and all levee
taxes and contributions shall be col-
lected by the sheriff of each parish,
under existing law, and in New Or-
leans by the State tax collecetors un-
til June 30, 1916, and thereafter by
the collecting officer of the City of
New Orleans.

13. The taxes mentioned in the
foregoing sections 8, 11, and 12, as
to property :'eserved for State rev-
enue, shall be based on the assess-
ment made by the State Tax Commis-
sion for State purposes, equalized an-
nually by said Tax Commission in
each parish or municipality to the ba-
sis of assessment therein locally es-
tablished.

Article IX.

1. All revenues received by the
State from all sources shall go into
a fund called the General Fund, and
the General Assembly shall apportion
said fund among all the public pur-
poses for which taxation is levied,
setting aside, however, each year,
the following:

A. For the General Public School
Fund not iess than one-fifth of the
gross revenues of the State from all
sources provided that such appor-
tionment shall never be less than
One Million and Thirty Thousand
Dollars ($1,030,000.00).

B. For the General Engineer Fund
not less than Four Hundred Thous-
and Dollars ($400,000.00).

C. For Confederate I'ensions not
less than the amount provided or to
be provided by the Constitution.

D. For the Good Roads Fund, not
less than One Hundred Fifty Thous-
and Dollars ($150,000.00), plus the
whole proceeds of the State's moiety
ot the special automobile, taxicab
and auto-driven vehicle tax.

E. For the Public Debt Fund not
less than Five Hundred Twenty-five
Thousand Dollars ($525,000.00) or not
less than Six Hundred and Fifty
Thousand Dollars ($650,000.00), if the
Public Debt amendment submittrd to
the people at the same time this
amendment is submitted is adopted.

Article X.

1. All State taxes and licenses ex-
cept as hereinafter provided shall be
collected by the State Treasurer. The
General Assembly shall provide such
additional clerical force in the Treas-
urer's office as may be necessary to
enable him to perform the duties
herein prescribed.

2. The General Assembly shall
have the power to provide for spec-
ial Revenue Agents, not to exceed
three in number, to assist the Treas-
urer in collecting all licenses, and
taxes, and to assist the Tax Com-
mission in sathering information for
levying assessments, and shall fix
the compensation and tlotis of eu-•
agent.s.

vrticle, Xr

dies of the 'Constitution of 1 :i, on
the subject of assessment and tax-
ation, and a!! amrtndenrnts thereto

on said subjects contrary to or in
conflict with the provisions of this
amendment be and the same are
hereby repealed.

SCHEDULE.

1. No part of thjs amendn nt to
the Constitution shall go into effect
until January 1st, 1914, except that
the provisions of sections on,, two,
five, six and seven of Article III, as
to special taxes shall go into effect
as soon as the General Ass~nmb!y

shall pass laws carrying them into
effect, and the provisions of s ections
three and four of said article shall
go into effect on January 1st. 1913,
I provided laws carrying thlm into ,ef-
feet shall be passed on or before

March 1, 1913; provided further, that
laws carrying them into effect may
be enacted at any later date.

2. On and after January 1st, 1914,
the office of the State Board of Ap-
praisers and the office of State Board
of Equalization shall be abolished,
but the present incumbents shall
hold their offices at the present rate
of compensation until their terms
shall expire and they shall aid the
Tax Commission in putting the sys-
tem provided for in this amendment
into operation, and in that connec4
tion they shall perform such duties
as the Tax Commission and the Gen-
eral Assembly may prescribe.
3. The license tax authorized by

the present Constitution to be levied
on the severance of natural re-
sources from the soil, shall be super-
seded by this amendment as to the
severance of minerals, oil and gas,
and shall be levied only on the sev-
erance of forest products.

4. When this amendment goes into ,
effect on January 1, 1914, the spec-
ial state taxes levied for goo:l roads
and for Confederate Veterans as now
established or as may be establish-
ed, by the anmendment to be sub-
mlitted to the people at the same
time thiis amendment is subm:tted,
shall cease, and the Getneral .Ass.m-
bly shall make provisien out of the
General Fund for the benefit of
each of these speFcal funds as !hre-

inafter provided.
5. All State taxes and licensc s un-

ccllected( on January 1, 1`,14, for 1913
and previous years, shall be collect-
ed and accounted for, under existi'ng
laws, by the sheriffs in the parishes,

i and the State Tax Collector in New

Orleans, but all such collections must

be completed by June 30, 1916, up to

which date the State Tax Collector

of New Orleans shall remain in of-

fice. He shall also collect all State
licenses levied in the Parish of Or-

leans until said date and the Gener-

alAssembly shall provide for a reduc-

tion of his clerical force to take
place on June 30, 1914. After June
30, 1916, any State licenses and tax-
es then remaining unpaid, shall be
collected by the State Treasurer. The
General Assembly shall by appropri-
ate legislation provide compensation
on an equitable basis to the tax col-
lectors, and assessors of the several
parishes for the sums they may lose
after January first, 1914, to the date
of the expiration of their terms of
office in commissions on the State
taxes that would have accrued on the
sources of revenue segregated to the
State, provided that the State shall
be under no obligation to reimburse
them in any greater amount than
will guarantee to them a sum equal
to the total of the commissions of
their office for the years 1911 or 1912,
taking the year which shows the
highest amount, and the General As-
sembly shall at its regular session in
1914 and 1916 make an estimate of
the probable amount needed for such
purpose, and make appropriation to
cover the same; and at the biennial
sessions of 1916 and 1918 it shall
make a further appropriation to cov-
er any deficiency.

6. The amendments to the Con-
stitution submitted to the people at
the same time that this amendment
is submitted, proposing to exempt
from taxation the objects therein
specially set forth, if adopted, shall
not be affected by the provisions of
this amendment; nor shall this
amendment be construed as affect-
ing any property now exempt from
taxation under the Constitution of
1898 and its amendments.
7. The Public Debt Amendment,

submitted to the people at the same
time this amendment issubmitted, if
adopted, shall be superseded by this
amendment in respect to the mode
of providing the public debt fund
guaranteed by such amendment.

Prior to January 1, 1914, the Gener-
al Assembly shall pass proper sta-
tutes to carry this amendment into
operation; and the Governor shall
call an extra session of that body
fIcr that purpose as soen as conven-
lent after this amendment is adopt-
ed.

Section 2. Be it further resolve],
etc., That there shall be printed on
the ballots to be used at said 4loc-
tion the words-
"For the amendment to the Co:-

stitution reorganizing and remodel-
ing the State's system of assessment
and taxation";
And the words--
"Against the amendment to the

Constitution reorganizing and remod-
eling the State's system of assesas-
ment and taxation."

And each voter shall indicate on
his ballot, as provided by the gener-
al election laws of the State, whetlh-
er he votes for or against said
amendment.

Li. E. THOMAS,
Speaker of the House of Represen

tatives.
TIHOMAS C. BARRIET,

Iieutenant Co'ernor and P'rsidrent
,of t:he Senate.

App:'rcovc(d: Au:nst 24th, 1912.

A true copy:
ATIIN E. TIEBERT,

Srcretary of State.


