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PPTATION to circumstances in any emergencyis one of the

greatest forces which a man can command. In its true sense

this adaptability is a lever which may move worlds; misinter-

preted and misunderstood, however, it becomes a slothful first
aid to failure and abides with it as a last companion to the id

1distressing end.
.. Every one recognizes this man who accepts the false idea f

of adaptability. As a boy he was recognized by his playmates

as always unperturbed. "0, I don't care,",was his set speec

of dismissal of disappointment and difficultiese As a man

i. became envied of a certain class of men because he always took things

easy. "What's the use?" became his set figure of speech.

In this one may see an adaptation to circumstances that is universal r

in -every application to life. It is absolute and unquestioned in its force

and effect.
War -illustrates this application of adaptability. It requires more

wisdom, knowledge and foresight in a great general to decide upon the

time and circumstance of surrender than is required in the general who

deciaes to demand that surrender. To surrender and remain a hero is a
ei far harder test of adaptability than is involved in victory which makes the

hero.
One of the.best stories I ever heard attesting the faculty of true

adaptability is that of the soapmaker who put a new brand of soap upon

ti: he market. It satisfied the maker in every respect until suddenly some

one handling it dropped the soap into the water, where it floated like a

chip. Nothing of the kind ever had been heard of and every one present

'was. aghast at the possibilities. The man of adaptability, however, caught

his inspiration from the calamity. "I have it," he exclaimed; "we'll adver-

tise it as the soap that floats!"
The opportunity offered to adaptability as a means is toward accom-

p~shment. The master of adaptability may use it aggressively or.pas-

-:=: sively. BHe may storm all obstacles or he may wait until time removes

them. But as he avails himself of this adaptability to its best ends the

storming or the waiting is the best means to those ends.

Who is not pleased and enlivened in coming into touch with the

active, effective man who has mastered the science of adaptability-? We,

may recognize that in meeting the man he has a selfish purpose behind.

Shis call, but.:whin he has gone, having attained his ends, we:ak,

o (remark how cleverly he did it. Rob a man ofevP•-odlar he possesses

.by some especially clever adapta to reumstances and conditions

S .gt toh.l find a certain pleasure in telling

-ria o ,"Just common sense? Certainly. That is all thet

adaptability contemplates. If. a man be in a great

hurry to reach the second floor of a modern office

building and as he enters the door sees the elevator

that is going up alreadyjammed to the doors, common

: sense. turns him at once to the stairway. Before the

: elevator reaches the floor he may be entering the office

..he seeks.
- This is adaptability to circumstances--maybe in

x_ ::high degree. Yet it is only experience working to-

Ye`i gther with common sense.

I would bet almost anything I have
: that. ifthe citizen who is held up should

tyell "Police ," or "Murder !"'the holdup
; man would run away every time.

The chief trouble is that people are not h'

fi::'on the alert. I always take the outside of
the sidewalk when out- after dark. Then t

ifanyffon~ishould happen. to be lurking inti
.. ..-dark passageway I , have a 'good chance i

S him i tin ie tle n my guard: If "

tw ncie toward e lte ate it
th•iio separate I woui ldt

t outside of :the walk. If they c

Sinre the ti • me I would not
"` blik e .~te merely a ruse to snatch your watch. 1
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.i them that they would ever hold any one
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(Copyright, by Short Stories Co., Ltd.) et

The following story; though true, fa

should not be read in the daytime. 3
Read it by lamplight, I beg of you;

not an electric light or a gas jet nor je

even a petroleum lamp, but by one of-, U

those graceful, three-branched af- cI

fairs which give but little light and si

leave the greater portion- of the room it

in shadow. Or better still, light no tr

lamp at all, but go out into the gar- ii

den, and beside the pond where the t(

magnolias shed their intoxicating si

fragance and the moon its silvery

rays, there listen to the tale of the

mandrake and Baron Helynagy. a

I made the acquaintance of the

stranger-and I do not say this to "

give a coloring of probability to my n

tale but because I really did know n

him-in the simplest and most com- b

monplace way in the world. He was ii

introduced to me at one of the numer- t

ous entertainments given at the Aus- t

trian embassy. The baron was first t

secretary of the embassy, but neither c

the post which he occupied nor his r

face nor his conversation-which dif- i

fered in no respect from that of most i

people whom one meets-seemed to

account for the air, of mystery which I

attended his presentation to me and

which seemed to imply that it was an

event of importance. My curiosity I

piqued, I determined if possible to ob-

serve the baron closely. He seemed

to me ta man of refinement, with the

polished manners of a diplomat-
handsome, too, though owing much to

the tailor and hairdresser. After half

an hour's chat' with him I could not

help wondering why this gentleman

had been introduced to me in so im-

pressive a manner.
I made inquiry right and left, and

all that I discovered only heightened'

3 my desire to know more. I was told

that the baron was the owner of a

e talisman which like Balzac's "peau de

chagrin" enabled him to gratify every

e wish and to succeed in any undertak-

e ing. They told me of occurrences
which could be explain•~d el'4'-,•i'
d.,"., j; ti r' of this talisman. The

SBought it as One uy Thousa nd

SUseless Trifles

N- II.J,

baron 'was. a .Hungarian, and 'though
he claimedi descent from Tassoni; the -i
famous 'Magyar leader, it was known ki
that this last scion of the Helynagies ao
lived in. extreme povertyi on the antes-;

`.tral estates in., the mountains.: He -

fought three duels and each time
wounded his adversary,'in the last in o
stance~, " fatally. This ; served as : hi
warning to futire rivals.

To attain my object I took just the '0
opposite course from :that. usual in1
such cases. I talked wit•he r baron iia
on every occasion, frankly, and freely;i a

but never'said a word about: the talis v
inah. Satiated, no :doubt, ;by: his con- f
qulests, the: baron was just inithe mood P
for a making a friend of a womati idis-

posed to treat him simply as such.-`
I sat thinking; It all over one even-

ng w.heni the" baron;iwas announced..
:H came apparently •to i:take leave fo

me and carried somthing in hi ; an
` which he delpibsited n .the ;nearest

tble. Then. he sat. dovwii andglance
aiot': a.iotoi acertain • whether;ie

was really alone: I felt quite agitated,
for I was certain, that he was going to

peak of the~ talisman. _:'
I have cosme senora," said' the

baron "t ask you to do'me; a; ;ines-.
timable favor. You -kno'wthat' I am;
recalled to my nati ve' and andthat
I-am' to leave 'at 'oce. L`Have some

:Is"'iiown that Ia boutdtoeav and

ou t f thyt f 1 c
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the times .when I was -vry rOf a und

had, nobody to take any intrest in

me, a Jew from Palestine passed by

Helynagy and urged me to buy this

object,. which he assured me would

bring me all manner of happiness. I

bought it as one buys a thousand use-

less trifles and threw it carelessly into

a chest. Shortly after events oa-

curred which completely chal t3d .:y
fate but which can all be explainvdl

by natural causes."
The baron rose, and taking the cb-

ject which he had brought with him,

unfolded a black satin cloth and dis-

closed a little rock crystal box with

silver hinges and lock. The cover be-

ing raised, under a fine linen cloth

trimmed with lace, I saw a grotesque
little dark brown figure about a quar-
ter of a yard long and bearing a

strong resemblance to the human

form.
"What is that ugly little figure?"

asked I.
"This," answered he diplbmatically,

a "is one of nature's marvels. It is not

made by man. It is the root of the

v mandrake just .as it grows in the

L- bosom of the earth. Old as the woild

s itself is the tradition which attributes

to the mandragora anthropolmorpiha
,- the most curious properties. It is said

it to grow from soil steeped in the blood

r of executed criminals, and for this
s reason the mandrake may be hlard to

f- utter shrieks of despairing agony at

At night as if it held captive a lost' soul.

;o Ah, for heaven's sake be careful to

h keep it always wrapped in a silk or

Id linen cloth. On that condition only

.n does the mandrake lend you its pro-
Ly tection."
b- "And do,you believe all this?" asked

d I, looking fixedly at the baron.

ie "Heaven grant it," answered he in

-a tone of such bitterness that I could
to not say another word.

lf I began to feel fear of this talisman,

ot in addition to regarding it with an un-

in conquerable repulsion. In fact, I

1- could no longer endure its presence

in my room, so determined to lock it

ad up in a glass case in the salon. A new

ed' servant, tempted by the coins in the

dd cabinet, broke the glass and took its

a contents, including the little crystal

de box and its contents., We caught the

ry thief, recovered the coins, the little

ik- box and the lace linen cloth-but ,my
,es man confessed that h thrown

"And Baron Helynagy?" asked I of

the lady who told me this strange,

story.
"He died in a railway accident on

his way back to Spain," answered she,
turntng very pale and with averted
face.

"So it really was a talisman?"

"For the love of heaven!" cried she,

"are- you not willing ,to leave any-
thing to chance? '"

GRAY WOLF WAS A MONSTER

Big -Beast That Destroye4 Stock-
Near'. Hammond, La.;; Finally

Killed by Hunter.

The largest gray wolf even seen in
this parish was killed. 'by. Owen-w
Weems, about three miles south of sor

here. This wolf has been terrorizing n•il
the inhabitants of the Seventh and of

Eighth wardsTfor several years, and fre
it is a known fact that he has killed EiiE
several ,hundreds: of sheep and hogs.,
A. M.. Edwards. lost many valuable

hogs, until finally .organized parties-.
would sit up at night: in an effort to ..

kill the animal. Mr. Edwards offered
a standing reward of $100 to the per-
son who ,killed.the wolf:. Mr. Howse,
who lives in' the same neighborhood,
lost several head of `hogs and, sheepi"
by -the nightly visits of the gray, fe-
low, aa id he congratulated Weems on

'his, good .marksmnanshiP. .
The wolf was on ::exhibition; heie the t

other afternoon ina billiard hall d
attracted considerable attention. An
admission of ten, cents was ,charged to,

view the corpse, 10 er cet of the.''

fund "realized tq' go for school- pur- ;

poses:. '' I
Mr Howse, upon -hearing that the

.wolf had .been killed, brought his 'en-
.:tire family to town to take a look •t: i

the animal' which had caused his ,am..
ily so much al:arm drin: g the last two

years : The wolf appears t be 1 ibol:u
1i2 iydars ::of age:; with teeth :decayed,

and ha s the appearance of a great
Sdog.: .is ,headl is peculiarly, sl'ped,

notHlike the wolves of the. o hwest,
bit' has, a large hat head. The azA'
mal .eighs 80 pounds :and ̀ sto6d' a•ot;t

3 % feet high: ' :
Weems. saw the animial while out i

a a'ltd of:' buckshotinto;; the. right;

e leans: Tine.Democrat
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Let Us Figure With You on

Office Stationery,

We have a Modern Printing Plant and always:,

carry a Stock of Up-to-Date Stationery.

We Make a Sp'ecialty of I
Saw Mill and Railroad rPrintingI

A -Trial Order will be Fully Appreciated and.

Receive Our Careful Attention.

THIS a4d. is directed at the
. man .who has all the

business in his line in
this community.
-J Mr. Merchant-You say
you've got it all. You're sell-
ing them all they'll buy, any-
how. But at the same time
you would like more business.
( Make this community buy
more.

.q Advertise strongly, consist-
ently, judiciously.
ji Suppose you can buy a lot
of washtubs cheap; advertise
a big washtub sale in this pa-
per. Put in an inviting pic-

people can see it the minute
they look at your ad. Talk
strong on washtubs. And
you'll find every woman in
this vicinity who has been
getting along with a rickety
washtub for years and years
will buy a new.one from you.
4q That's creative business
power. .

OUR., ) .RATES: ARE RIGHT
-CALL ON US "

opWyrisht, 90. by W. N. U.)

F'SH
Write us and we will put you onto something new

ind cheap; it will catch dead loads of fish all sea-
io•s• in streams where others failed the old-fash-
ioned way,. It also catches house and musk rats;
=minks And weasels. - are sole manufacturers
of the celebrated Double MIuznleSteel Wire Fish
Baskets. Sales cover 30 states; Illustrated catalog
free. We also handle other tackle. (Agerk wanted)

EUREKA FISH NET CO, Dept Dls, • ..
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Scceedwe everytig else ..
In nervous prostration and female
we'aknesses the are the supreme

e e epremedy, as thousands: have testified.`
FOR KIDNEY, LIVER AND

STOMACH TROUBLE
it is th ist medicine ever old

ovea counter
:1. .. ':

Fine
One -R1 1-Room.

New,: wth moderm im-
Sovremcnts, 42' cIetric lights,

city water in-: hruse serve-
ant's quiarter's 'wood 'coal
and fowl house's, good b l ar
"and" garden. :

A u ARM Of 200 TrichellLa' 48at4E'i iver1 .
One iuindred nac gin high nteoo ojlivt ion =. NCo contaii 1ng550 acres; 100 ac'res'

nation, 200 acres Ii pasture250: acres in
s FAR :On Red Jiv0r,` m~ilIe fromi~Olar wood timber. r '<.

- f~ nc0 laton onLR.~& N'"Voa
eontalnln i=150 acres, good dwelling, aiarn and AU M P 'b~Oi Redi' River- 2:milei

iieoip`huses = =,: . : . E [t; ,mJ~tier iton on;L

" tyH .. C-oit1n conaiin acre6,cgos dwellillng

'VN F, A ~encStab 8niio4.f .& acres incliccvatonalnce n -'ar.
I 4 C : Olialn~ng 165acrs go e~i~ timber.yR On " >

A~~Ith~~Iands abvYnmrae ar,,, 4Xrk aeitd ils- year are leldi
0e aE toA esenre*f~~efT*t~ol~o~~

:, n is taOue- .:5 areas, 001 good~twoiant be7,8ouvsiti'tu4wod these e On
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The Worth of a Medicine
is the Cures it can Effect.

Every one who has use

BALLARD'S I
SNOW

LINIMENT :
Knows that it will Cure
RHEUMATISM, SPRAIN -
CUTS, WOUNDS, BURN
STIFF JOINTS, CORNS
BUNIONS, ETC., :

Prico, 25c, 500 and $1.0.

BALLARD SNOW LINIMENT (
ST. LOUIS, - MISSOUr'LI

Said and Recommc•dcd by _

Phoenix Drug Company, I

TH
OF TELEGRAPH OPERATORS ti

N.EEDED -

There is no calling that offers
such SURE promotion ands
certain success as

TELEGRAPHY

We have. the finest ; eqmi
telegraph department P tf
South, barring none.

DIRECT main ti e conection
'with TWO LARGE RAILWAY

COMPANIES affording ant'

abundance of practical work

for our students.

WE FINISHI YOU in they
•hbortest time and Guarante;
Positions.

This is the best time to begin
Writ tday or fullinforma tion

MONROE COMMERCIAL COLLEGE

Monroe, Louisian

THE BEST


