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S GOLD.

OLD is the oldest an,] most
useful of the metals. We can-
not tell when man first dis-

7 covered gold anl made it into
ornaments and coin. Damascus, the
oldest city in the world, knew and
valued it; Egypt and Etruria counted
it Precious. Abraham was rich, not
only in the patriarchal form of cattle,
hut "in silver. and in gold." Tne
Israelites, in their flight from Pha-

raoh. "borrowed" the golden treasures
-of their oppressors. Later, they made
a golden calf, which has passed into

a synonymn for wealth worship. Gold
was largely used in the tabernacle,

and the directions given ti Moses
show a mercy-seat coveredl with pure
gold. golden candle:tickls, gohien ha-
sfrs, an ! v.stments with golden
thre:hl:a. Ti- Temple l.uit by Solo-
.non was ?a ztazn of goldec; splendor,

at which the world marveld; and the
Romans of a later century were sus-
Tained during the obstinate siege of
Jvernsalhim by the thought of the glit-
tering l)lunde reputed to be collected
in the Holy of Holies. It is related
that at the surrender of the doomed
city the innmost room was found
empty; but on the Arch of Titus at
Rorme are still to be seen the carv-
ings portraying the wonderlrful seven-
brat' rhe candlesticl:s of gold looted
fr'-' tho Temple, and presented to
Ca.-isr. St. John, in his vision, beheld
t r.t w c(ity with streets of gold. Pure
g.- was always used as a tern of
purity. There was little gold in the
land i:f the Jews; it came from Sheba,
Arabia, Ophir, Africa, and India. The
commnr, people never touched gold,
and saw it only in temples and pal.
aces. Gold was a .ift for monarchs
alone. The wi-, omen brought The
Child gold because "lie was born King
.of the Jews."

.'tZ

*., FRANKINCENSE '1

HIS was pure white resin, ob-
tained from the bark of a tree
found in India and Arabia.
When an incision was made in

the trunk, a white liquid was obtained,
-which presently hardened into a kind
of vegetable material, brittle, glitter-
ing. and of a bitter taste. When burnt
the perfume was delicate and delight-
ful. Made of the very life-blood of
zare trees, the frankincense symbol-
ized to the Eastern mind the essence
,of holiness and purity. Its burning
'was an act of worship and reverence
.to God. As it burnt the worshiper
:prayed, and so the frankincense came
to be the emblem of prayer and wor-
ship. Every service in the Hebrew
.sanctuaries was accompanied by the
!burning of incense, and as the smoke
:rose and the scent was wafted the
people realized that their prayers were
also ascending to Heaven. The Magi
gave gold to the King: the frankin-
cense was adoration and worship to
God.

+1' MYRRt. +I
SYRRII was the congealed
life-sap of a valuable tree,

Sbrittle, transparent, or yel-
low in color, with a strong

odor, and a bitter, warm taste. It
exudes from the tree, without cutting,
in small drops like tears, at first oily,
but afterwards drying and hardening
on the bark. If t .irece is wounded,
the myrrh is it .eased. Ancient
Egyptian, Babylonish, Jewish, Greek
and Roman merchants dealt in it. Ja-
-cob ordered his sons to carry to the
Prime M5inister of Egypt "a little
balm. honey, spices, myrrh, nuts and
almonds." When the Savior was dy-
ing He was offered "wine mingled with
mayrrh." Nicodemus brought myrrh
and aloes for the cmbalment. It was
often used with frankincense in wor-
ship, but more frequently as a per-
fume, fou,' ir and medicine. It was
the s humanity, and given to
the ('It, - ,,,al as an emblem of His
mnanhood and suffering.

The Mistletoe Bough.
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ALL HONOR THE DAY,
Christmas in the Philippines, or

rather in the Island of Luzon. is one
of the great days of the year. As
state and church have been until re-
cently inseiparable there, all the re-
ligious festivals are matters of nation-
al celebration. Church processions
are the pride and passion of the Fil-
ipinos, and at Christmas they bring
together a great crowd, both as actors
and spectators. Most brilliant are
those which take place after sunset,
when some thousands of persons carry
lighted wax candles and the proces-
sion, compo::ed of all the ecclesiastical
functionaries and many of the civil
officers, is sometimes more than a
mile long.

At Christmas gorgeously-dressed im-
ages of the various objects of venera-
tion form an important part of the
ceremony. In one Christmas proces-
sion the jewels worn by an image of
the Madonna exceeded $25,000 in
value.

Many bands of music accompany
the procession, and a number of little
girls prettily and fancifully dressed in
white follow the sacred images, or the
pallio of the Archbishop. Often the
entire length of the procession on
both sides is lined by bearers with
blazing wax tapers, and the spectacle
is like the procession in an Assyrian
bas-relief.

In Hawaii, Christmas is celebrated
with the usual solemn services in.the
churches, gifts and joyous celebra-
tions at home. Nowhere ip there a
more cosmopolitan society than in
Honolulu, and each colony of Cau-
casions vies wi:h the other in its
Christmas display.

The Germans, far away from their
(dear Fatherland, ieac:h tneir children
folklore stories of old Kris Kringle
and his reindeer. and (leck their
(Christmas trees with Imitation snow
and ice, to the great delight of the
children of perpetual spring.

The English exiles bring from the
Old Country their Yule logs and mis-
tletoe, and they only need the crackle
of the underbrush and the sound of
the hunter's gun in the preserves to
make them feel at home.

The Americans send for foxes from
San Francisco, decorate their houses
with the gorgeous foliage of the
island, and feel that the Christmas
spirit is there, no matter if they (1do
take their afternoon constitutional
among the tropical flowers and pluck
their fruit after dinner from the trees
in their own courtyards.

The Portugcse, the natives, even the
Chinese and Japanese, all stop in their
rortine of great or plctty traffic to ac-
kr wledge "Peace on earth, good will
to men."

Holiday Requiem.

oD RSrrtYu M•RYG4.C-TLM
LIi OTHf4INO YOU DIEMMY"

The Christmas waiters of old Eng-
land, who were the first to sing can-
ticles or carols in the v'llgar tongue
on Christmas eve. were really chant-
ing the dirge of Latin which hitherto
had been for the common people the
medium of religious song.

The First Christmas.
8 And there were in the same coun-

try shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by
night.

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord
came upon them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round about them; and
they were sore afraid.

10 And the angel said unto them,
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to
all people.

11 For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.

12 And this shall be a sign unto
you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lying in a man-
ger.

13 And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God, and saying,

14 CGlory +o God in the highest, and
on •r e, good will toward men.
-St. Lu, ., Chapter II.

Christmastide,
IS Christmas-tide,

! When all the world
is full of cheer,

W\hen hearts are fill-
ed with love to all,

The sad and sick,
the great and
small.

Ring out. ye happy bells, proclaim
Good tidings to the blind and lame,
For Itc is come-the Prince of Peace
Who loves the very least of these!

-Glen Catherwood.

Christmas in the Mountains.
How should you like to keep Christ-

mas in the mountain regions of the
South? There all the ancient tradi-
tions concerning the Yule log are re-
membered and carried out even yet.

On Christmas night it crackles and
blazes in the rude cabins of the ne-
groes, and the little pickaninnies
crouch around with heads almost up
the chimney, toasting their toes and
rolling their black eyes ain anticipatory
glee. This hearth fre -is sometimes
oiut permitted tO die out until March.

/ 'IHEIRE WAS A BABY ICORN
IN BETHLEHIFiI

I knoa they say
That trhs and that's in doL b: .. a , for re re:',
I h.; earned men wh. surely shou'J knowu est
t.apila~n how ur.t1nisrept in, and j' .oweru tales

cony4seJ the tre:

I know. but as way
There :r.a a baby born in Bethlehem
W u'o ,,ed and grew and lowed and healed

and taught
And d ed. but not to me

M iWhen Christmas comes I see himt iI ar te,
I he gentle, the .ompassaonate, the .se,
Wiping Earth', tears away, sn la•g her ,r-s :

Call ng, • path t• pea .c. ry
way as We

'The wolf also shall dwell with the
lamb, and the leolaard shall lie down
with the kid, andl the calf and the young
lion and the fatling together, and a little
child shall lead them.

This world has never,
before or since, wit-
nessed such a stupen-
dous and unaccount-
able transformation
in human character
as took place at the
coming of Christ.

The historians of the period labor in
describing it.

In an incredibly short time the bru-
tal amusements of the amphitheater,
in which the Roman matrons while
taking their supper were accustomed
to regale themselves with gladiatorial
combats and with the sight of lions
tearing innocent women and children
in pieces, shrunk al)a.shed from human
sight and passed forever away.

The slavev,whose master had the
power of life and death over him and1
who when he became old usually had
him killed and fed to the fish in the
lakes that adorned his villa, was found
seated at the same table with his
master and closer to him than a
brother.

The cripple and the malformed men
in the streets of Athens, whom it had
been customary for centuries to pelt
with stones whenever they showed
themselves, became objects of the
tenderest sympathy. In cities which
had been devastated with the plague.
so that the nearest relatives forsook
each other and fled-so Neander tells
us-the Christians remained behind
and carried the festering corpses of
the victims on their own shoulders to
burial. For the first time in the his-
tory of the world hospitals were
opened for the sick. Men committed
suicide rather than become soldiers
and kill their fellow men.

Stranger than all this, misers who
had toiled half a century to accumu-
late wealth and who loved their gold
better than their lives conceived an
aversion for it, gathered it together
and threw it down in front of the
needy, and with suffused eyes invited
them to help themselves. Some of
them traveled 500 miles to where their
lands were located that they might
sell them out and use the proceeds
in this way.

It would be impossible on any nat-
ural principles to account for such a
marvelous and widespread change in
human nature. The only visible cause
was the circulation from mouth to
moi:th of the story of the virtues, the
persecutions and the cruel death of
Christ, but this story was no more
in Rome than a story told in this coun-
try about a good man in a foreign land
who had been killed by mob. The
only rational explanation of the trans-
formation is the one given by the New
Testament writers, who declare that
an unearthly spiritual influence ac-
companied this story wherever it was
told.

It is as a relic of the great tidal
wave of brotherly love that our mod-
ern Christmas observances are most
significant and proper. The anniver-
sary of Christ's birth is unknown. The
church.decided to celebrate it on the
winter solstice, and blundered, so that
the day is historically the anniversary
of nothing whatever. Never mind, it
is the conventional celebration of the
most blessed event in all history. It
is a holy memento of ihe advent of
humanity into man.

The only possible wiy of celebra-
ting such a day is by a demonstration
of universal gladness and good will,
and this is the way in which it has
been celebrated from the beginning.
The day should be something like the
Jewish jubilee year, when all property
reverted, all wrongs were forgiven, all
debts were canceled, all slaves were
freed and society turned over a new
leaf.

Let everybody shed his selfishness
to-day and do every-
thing in his power to
produce a smile If not
joy and thankfulness in
every one about him.

A Merry Christmas.

UI
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ABOUT SANTA CLAUS.
I write myself down as one who still

believes in Santa Claus. Don't you?
Are you one of those very literal folk
who have their doubts whether they
ought to let their children cling to
the beautiful old myth? My dear,
wherever yeou are, coime sit down by
me, and let me reason with you.

Without imagination. without
dreams, without poetry, this old world
of ours would he a very wearisome
place, Its road would be steeper than
it is-much like sleigling over hare
ground would our plrogress Ie, as colm-
pared with sleighing over deep, hard-
packed snow.

The poetic myhlit of the old saint.
with his reindeer and his jingling bells
and his bulging pack of toys and bon-
bons, has charmed a Ihousand genera-
tions. The stockings hung by the
chimney on Christmas eve; the chil-
dren staying awake until sleep
pounces on them like a strong man
armed; the presents filling them from
top to toe in the morning; the rush
of the bare feet hurrying fast across
the floor: the merry uproar; the bub-
bling laughter; the shouts of joy-
the whole of this family pageant be-
longs to dear Santa Claus. We owe
it to him. Gradually, as the golden
mists of childhood clear before the
sun, and the "t railing clouds of glory"
fade, our small men and women dis-
cover that Santa ('latis is not one, but
ten thousand, that he is better than
they knew, being just the spirit of
love, good will and beautiful unselfish.
ness, that makes the world a beautiful
place to live in now, and makes it a
good starting point for heaven by and
by, For you and me there is hope
that we may do our duty in this world
lovingly, while we keep the child-heart
and Ibelieve in Santa Claus.--Wem-
an's Hlome Companion.

Memory.

The funi is all over; the whole house is

Hisi tIhiu•lug ts Iy the fire in his ihamber
run riot.

He thinks of the hap•picst time of his
life-

Of the heart-broken day when he lost his
younLg wife-

And tinids that the wraith of her memory
still

Breath.s the Spirit cf Christmas, of
"Peac' e and G.od-will."

A Double Christmas.
A stranger visiting the German col-

onies of our great cities would think
his almanac needed resetting, for on
the evening of December 5th, thou-
sands of little stockings are hung up
with the same careful clothes-pinning
and heart of hope as on the authentic
Christmas eve. St. Nicholas eve it is
that the "Fatherland" exiles are cele-
brating. Just as early as any chil-
dren ever get up, those that are pay-
ing honor to the gift-saint tumble out
of bed, and find their stockings well
weighed with fruit and candies and
apfelkuchen. The naughty child that
has been a trial to its parents in pre-
vious weeks is rather likely to find
his stocking laden with coal. It is a
hint that a second gift-season is at
hand, and that it would be well to
fall into line with the good children.
And the good children are encouraged
to a renewed and severer virtue for
the days between their present reward
and the fuller holiday that is coming.
-Country Life in America.

Enterprising,

In Malago you can buy your Christ-
mas candies at your door. For the
candyman, in snowy cap and apron
goes through the street crying his
wares.

Hidden Christmas Bellh
Near Raleigh, Nottinghamshire,

Eng., there is a valley said to be
caused by an earthquake several hun-
dred years ago, and it is now usual
for old people, on Christmas morning,
to tell the children to go to the valley,
stoop down, and hear the bells ringing
merrily in the ruins of the church hid-
den away in the ground.

At Kilgrimol, near Blackpool, there
is a common belief that the bells of a
hidden church may be heard by any
one who bends his ear to the ground
at Christmas.

In Berwickshire it was at one time
a popular belief that bells could be
heard ringing in the ground on Christ-
mas eve, and in some parts of Eng-
land miners have been heard to say
that bells could be heard merrily peal-
ing in the most distant parts of the
mine during the festive season.

S5ove arChristmas
by Tora Qhesson.

tandlng ocneath the Christmas free

"(ove hands down g[is foryou and me;
heart whose core the arrow stings.
pairof linked posy-rings,
red flower like a trumpet-note
o warm the darkness of my coat;
Snd pearls that roundyour white throat met,
he sorrow of the seas forget.

n a 0 u

he tree is hung with glittering toys
U win the eyes of girl and boys)

harger and drum,and top,and ball
nd ne'er a heartache midst them all.
here's wedding-bells whoe goden chime

halI ring or us at snowdrop-time;
diamond circdet foryour hand,

rmie a little plain gold band
ereby,before the crocus shows,

'II makeyoumine,my Chnstma .se

-- Illustrated I.(,nd!un News.

OLD-TIME CHRISTMAS,
The observation of
Christmas in Amer-
ica to-day is a very
different celebration
from that known to
our forefathers. In-
d(ted, if one of the
latter were i;ermit

ted to visi once again at Christmas
time d he lant of his adoption or hlirth,
he would find it d ifficiult to recognize,
among the l) preentday gayeties, any
of the fe'atrll's which gave Christmas
its significance in his day.

Many old-time observations have
passeld and new ones have replaced
them; no l]oIngr do the Puritans go

to (1lltrc(li gunl in hand., l:(eeping a
sharp lo(dloout for treacherlle;o: red Inen
lurking behind the trees of tihe fo'ret
through ; whiclh they were ,'t tntin Ies
obliged i) pars, di:iging a pal as• tIhey
went throuoh gni at snow : aps.

These har(dy settler:; of assachu-.
setts broucht with bh a m :1• ,ri otf
happy days spl•,e in the : h,:, li:'r count-
try, before they were ple'tC;;l on

account of Ihteir radical r, :!2ious
views: and althonuoh few of them had
forgotten the g•ay scenems w•hi.!t: were
enacted in England at Christ i:.s tine,
none tried to bring into favur such
rejoicings in the new country.

They marche:l solemnly and soberly
to church on Christmas morning the
same as on any other day. and not
one exchanged with another a "Merry
Christmas."

There were no signs of feasting or
merrymaking of any description, nor
was there any music added to the
church service. Apparently. "Merry
Christmas" was a forgotten expres.
sion. Landing as the:y did on the 21st
of December, most of these passen-
gers of the Mayflower were busily en-
gaged in building log houses or search-
ing for food on the 25th. 1620. their
first Christmas day in America.

For many years succeeding their
landing, Pilgrims and Puritans es-
chewed all thought of Christmas fes-
tivities, but not so the Colonial Cava-
lier.

In Virginia at Christmas time he in-
troduced all the Old Wortld revels and
gayetics with added force and free-
dom. In the South. Christmas was in-
deed a gala day. Very little alte't!on
was paid to the church service, al-
though that, too, formed a crtain part
of the celebration. These two great
forces contributed to the making of
the AnglhAmerican character.
Christmas day in the Southern colo-

nies in the late sevententhi and eight-
eenth centuries was indeed a merry
one. They ate, dtrank, danced and
bade each other be of good cheer;
gathered around blazing Yule log
fires; told stories of life among the
English gentry which nearly every one
remembered so vividly and regretted
mournfully; exchanged a few gifts, al-
though the custom was by no means
general in those
days; fought duel;s
followed the hounds
and lived a day of fun
n general.

Who'll Buy ?

In Spain many a Christmas dinner
goes to town on six leg..

Christmas Superstitions.
There are many Christmas supersti-

tions, long held as artileks of faith
that are to be re(anlled, says Country
Life in America. How that oxen
kneel in their stall at midnight on
Christmas eve, in adoration of the
Nativity, and for one hour have the
power of speech-for that one hour,
too, the lost spirits have rest. Judas
sleeps, Herod ceases to clank his
chains, the daughter of Herodias may
pause in the dance, in which she is
condemned to spin forever, and Pi-
late's ghost ceases its wanderings on
Mount Pilatus. It was believed, too,
that the sound of church bells could
be heard wherever a church had stood,
though no trace remain, and that, on
that pregnant night, one sleeping in
a manger would see his future in a
vision.

HONOR ST. NICHOI-E
St. Nicholas i5 not only the Patl

saint of Russia, but he is greatly ..
ored in the c(hlarmin: little valley
the Salzkaninm rui. where the Ise•c
and the Traun riv ers i nite. lndee
is(chl •iri'n we.nt b tI lI' name of
Nikola. 'hais is the season of St
Nicholas. for Santa ('lus~ is a corru,
tiion of t0he IlaHena, int rlIed into E• .
land from Anl riea. in the Ischl va)
lty the feast of St. Nichtolas is a typ.
cal holiday, andi at this tiie for three
days there is an ass.mbllage of booth
along tilt: Wirerstras;.e furming quite
a marliet. In the shp windows a,
seenl nunlcmrous inmages and picture
of the benCvollfnt saint and his cot,
panion, the Grampus, with his swith
and chain-a rmost formidable ha
threatening-looking object-to s
the hearts of naughly children. Tb
evening before St. Niclolas' day the
good saint and his terrifying compei.
ion are actually s••en walking about
the streets and enter some of th
houses. When Isehl was inhabited by
the Romans it went by the name ot
"Iseola." because of the number of
fish found there, and some people con.
nect this fact with the legend of St
Nicholas and the fish. The church is
dedicated to him. and the interior is
beautifully painted with illustrations
from his life by a celebrated Tyrolea•
painter named Mader. A population
of hardy and thrifty peasants inhabit
the surrounding country and throng
into the town on Sundays and holi.
days in their picturesque costumes.

His Christmas Wish,

AIh. no'. i ounly k new
"l' : : i - Y l'ie n d o l .:SB n

I't , flli lt1' lih ,r tave 'ist youil

'lThan lftul s.o Iut of reason.

1l',as,, c'lt tilhe fainy pillcws out,
TLhe tlie-a-nt:' ., l ti's:

I'r:y. let in' r ult 'it answer to
My qute ti,,: ;n .iour eyes!

E'rth:t. IHe"(,!I McDonald in Th
Sunday Magazine.

Christmas Giving.
Where any uncertainty exists let et

give as a token of love. or friendship,
or human kindness, something that,
while expressing these things, will att
least be harmless. Let it be some
thing that does not last-that bring
the menaning and \anishes-somethln
that never will know the indignity of
the top shelf of the spare room closet!

A knock at a friend's door on ChriEt.
mas morning and the clasp of a hand
do this. A growing plant does it. Ye,
the loaf of bread, the jug of wint
but, most of all, thou beside me, slng*
ing in the wilderness-the persoal
revelation does it. Suppose a letter
came on Christmas morning to say-
not "you are perfectly dear to have
sent me a spool box." but "I want 700

to know that your patience, or eor*
age, or tentlderness, during this last
year, will help mne to live more braT
ly and courageously and lovingly this
next year."

What a (Thristmas present the re

ceipt of such a letter would be to ans
one of us; how we would take heart
to live ourselves! What a Christmas

present for any one of us to send to
the human heart that has given uas

courage for the burden and heat of the

day!.--L arper's Babar.

Holy Bells.

In rural XAustria bells are rung on
Christmas te to keelp the evil spirt
its away .. ''ile the Christ child passes

'w assailing Trees.
Very ci;ri;us is the cu.tom still P

ticed in Devonshire antl one or ttb
otlher localities, when the farmer. aith
his family and friends, after partaking
togethe'r of hot (alkis and cider (the

cake being tlip(t'td in the liquor Pre

vious to its cotisn ilution, proceed to

thhe orch;ard, one of the party bearing

hot ( 'h, anti c(ider as an offering tO

the princil)'l applet-tree. The cake is
formally dlepositetd on the fork of the
tree, andi the eidler thrown over te
latter, the men firing off guns and Pl
tols. and the women and girls shout

ing:
"tear blue. ,ppluI' and pears ,.noW,
TIaln fiulls. hag fulls. .-ack frills,
Hurrah' Iu11t 't Ihirrah'.

A similar lllation of spiced ale I
to be sprinkled on the orchards 5

meadows in Norfolk, and only a f
years back a ceremony of the •a
sort was witnessed in the neighb•t
hood of the New Forest in llamPblt5
-Woman's Home Companion.


