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THE
First Christmas Gl <Tmmy
AND
Their Signification.
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o GOLD. et
-4 OLD is the oldest and most
useful of the metals, We can-
not tell when man first dis-

&
arnaments and coin.
aldest city in the world, knew and
valued it: Egyvpt and Etruria counted
it precipus.  Abraham was rich, not
only in the patriarchal form of cattle,
but “in silver, and in goll"” Tne
Israclites, in their flight from Pha-
raoh, “borrowed" the golden treasures
of their oppressors. Later, they made
1 calf, which has passed intp
a synonym for wealth worship. Gold
was largely used in the tabernacle,
and directions ‘given ta Moses
show a merey-seat covered with pure
w=old, golden candlesticks, gzolden Dba-
sirs, vostments  with  zolden
thro; - Teniple bLuilt by Solo-
mon 3 & wmze of golden splendor,
at which the world marveled; and the
Romans of a later ceninry were sus-
fained during the obstinate siege of
Jernsalem the thought of the glit-
tering plunder reputed to be collected
in the Holy of Holies. It is related
that at the surrender of the doomed
it inmost room  was
empty; but on the Arc

the

¥y 1neg

covered gold and made it into |
Damascus, the |

found |
h of Titus at |

Reme are siill to be sn the ecarv- |
ings portraying the wonderful seven-
bran candlesticks of gzold Tooted

frem the Temple, and presented
St. John, in hig vision, beheld
ihe pow clty with streets of gold. Pure
s always used as a term ol
There was litile gold in the
land of the Jews; it came from Sheba,
Arabia, Ophir, Africa, and India, The
eommen people never tonched gold,
and saw it only in temples and pal
aces, Gold was a gift for monarchs
alone. The wise men bronght The
Child gold beeause “He was born King
of the Jews.”

Caesir,
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FRANKINCENSE oo

G5 i

1 |

HIS was pure white resin, ob- |
tained from the bark of a tree [

1 found in India

When an Incision was made in
the trunk, a white liquid was eobtained,
which presently hardened into a kind
of vegeiable materlal, brittle, glitter-
ing, and of a hitter taste. When burnt
the perfume was delicate and delight-
ful. Made of the very life-blond of
rare irees, the frankincense symbol-
dzed to the Eastern mind the essence
wf holiness and purity, Its burning
was an act of worship and reverence
io God. As it burnt the worshiper
praved, and so the frankincense came
to be the emblem of prayer and wor-
ship. Every serviee in the Hebrew
sanctuaries was accompanied by the
lonrning of incense, and as the smoke
wvose and the scent was wafted the
people realized that their prayers were
also ascending to Heaven. The Magi
gave gold to the King; the frankin-
cense was adoration and worship to
God.

i _ K113
) ‘MYRRH, o
YRRH was the congealed

m lifessap of a valuable tree,
~ brittle, transparent, or yel

low in color, with a strong
odor, and a biiter, warm taste. It
exudes from the tree, without cutting,
in small drops like tears, at first oily,
but afterwards drying and hardening
on the bark. I[ {7 ree is wounded,
the myrrh is iu .eased, Ancient
Egyptian, Babylonish, Jewish, Greek

and Roman merchants dealt in it, Ja-

<ob ordered his sons to carry to the
Prime Minister of Egypt “a little
‘balm, honey, spices, myrrh, nuts and
almonds.” When the Savior was dy-
ing He was offered “wine mingled with
myrrh,”  Nicodemus brought myrrh
and aloes for the embalment, It was
often used with frankineense in wor-
ship, but more frequently as a per-
fume, fum’ i and medicine. It was
the & humanity, and given to
the Chi. -vuad as an emblem of Hig
manhoed and suffering,

The Mistletoe Bough,

1 Mgy 3 manly heary in bight,
Mary 3 rocsdechod botem heaven
E‘ Under the gleam of the Berries whita,
81 in e cluster ol wpearanapes
. leavies
What s the use of thg mntistos, now,
| What can iy purpess bal  Oniy b
i g

i Mamae the grcieal Oruidical bowgh,
W gves such & charming encwdy |
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and Arabia. i

| San Francisco, decorate their houses

| ameng the tropical flowers and pluck

ALL HONOR THE DAY,

Christmas in the Philippines, or
rather in the Island of Luzon, is one
of the great days of the year. As
state and church have been until re-
centlv inseparable there, all the re
lizious festivals are matters of nalion-
al eelebration, Church processions
are the pride and passion of the Fil-
ipinos, and at Christmay they hring
together a great erowd, both as actors
and speectators,  Most  brilliunt arc
those which take place after sunset,

lighted wax candles and the proces-
sion, composed of all the ecelesiastical
functionaries and many of the civil
officers, is sometimes more than a
mile long.

At Christmas gorgeous!y-dressed im-
ages of the various objects of venera-
tion form an important part of the
ceremony. In one Christmas proces-
sion the jewels worn by an image of
the Madonna exceeded $25,000 in
value,

Many bands of musle accompany

the procession, and a number of little
girls pretlily and fancifully dressed in
white follow the sacred images, or the
pallio of the Archbishop. Often the
entire length of the procession on
pboth sides is lined by bearers with
blazing wax tapers, and the spectacle
is like the procession in an Assyrian
bas-relief.
! In Hawaii, Christmas is celebrated
i with the usual solemn services in.the
| churches, gifts and joyous celebra-
tions at home, Nowhere i3 there a
more cosmopolitan  society than in
Honolulu, and each colony of Cau-
casions vies with the other in its
Christmas display.

The Germans, far away from their
dear Fatherland, ieacu tmeir children
folklore stories of old Kris Kringle
and his reindeer, and deck their
Christmas trees with imitation snow
and ice, to the great delight of the
children of perpetual spring.

The English exiles bring from the
Oll Country itheir Yule logs and mis-
tletoe, and they only need the crackle
of the underbruish and the sound of
the hunter's gnn in the preserves to
make them feel ai home.

The Americans send for foxes from

with the gorgeous felinge of the
istand, and feel that the Christmas
spirit i3 there, no matter if they do
talie their afternoon constitutional

thelr fruit after dinner from the trees
in taeiyr own courtyards.

The Portugese, the natives, even the
Chinese and Japanese, all stop in their
rovtine of great or pelty traffic to aec-
kp wledge “Peace on earth, good will
to men.”

Holiday Requiem,
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The Christmas waiters of old Eng-
land, who were the first to sing can-
ticles or carols in the vulgar tongue
on Christmas eve, were really chant-
ing the dirge of Latin which hitherto
had been for the common people the
medium of religions song,

The First Christmas,

§ And there were in the same coun-
try shepherds abiding in the field,
kecping watch over their flock by
night.

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord
came upon them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round abcut them; and
they were sore afraid.

10 And the angel sald unto them,
Fear not: for, behold, T bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to
all people.

11 For unto you is born this day in
the eity of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.

12 And this shall be a sign unto
you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped
in swadd!ing clothes, lying in a man-
ger,

13 And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God, and saying,

14 (Narv ¢o God in the highest, and
on ex o, good will toward men,
L., Chapter 1L

—Bt.

Christmastide,

18 Christmag-tide,
the time o' year
When all the world
fs full of cheer,
When hearts ave fill-
ed with love to all,

The sad and sick,
the great and
small,

Ring out. ye happy bells, proclaim
Good tidings to the blind and lame,
For He is come—the Prince of Peace
Who loves the very least of these!
—Glen Catherwood.

Christmas in the Mountains,

How should you like to keep Christ-
mas in the mountain regions of the
South? There all the ancient tradi-
tions concerning the Yule log are re-
membered and carried out even yet,

On Christmas night it erackles and
blazes in the rude cabins of the ne-
groes, and the little pickaninnies
crouch around with heads almost up
the chimney, teasting their toes and
rolling their black eyes in anticipatory
glee, This hearth fire {s sometimes

when some thousawds of persong carry il

woi permitted to die out until Ha.rch.J
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7 WAS A BABY nonh
W _IN BETHLEHEM 25

THERE
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was 2 baby barn i Berhlchem,
I know they say fli

ved and grew and loved
and taught
And died - but aot to me
When Christmas comes | see hom sod arsse,
Lhe genile, the compassionate, the s

Wiping Eacth's tears ae
Cau.,.‘, UMy pa

The waolt also
lamb, and the leopard shall Tlie down
VOLg

with the kid, and the calf and the
tion and the fatling together, and a little
child shall fead them,

This world has never,
before or since. wit-
nessed such a stupen-
L4 dous and unaceount-
able  transformation
in human character
as took place at the
coming of  Christ,
The historians of the period labor in
describing it.

In an incredibly short time the bru-
tal amnsements of the amphitheater,
in which the Roman matrons while
taking their supper were accustomed
to regale themselves with gladiatorial
combats and with the sight of lions
tearing innocent women and ehildren
in pieces, shrunk abashed from human
sight and passed forever away.

The slave, whose master had the
power of life and death over him aml
who when he beecame old usually had
him killed and fed to the fich in the
lakes that adorned his villa, was found
seated at the sime table with his
master and  elozer to him than a
brother,

The eripple and the malformed men
in the streets of Athens, whom it had
been customary for centuries to pelt
with stones whenever they showed
themselves, became  ehjects of the
tenderest sympathy. In eities which
had been devustated with the plague,
so that the nearest relatives forsool
each other and fled—so Neander tells
ng—the Christians remained behind
and carried the festering corpses of
the vietims on their own shoulders to

burial. For the first time in the his-
tory of the world hospitals  were
opened for the sick. Men committed
suleide rather than hecome soldiers

and Kkill their fellow men.

Stranger than all this, misers who
had toiled half a century to accumu-
late wealth and who loved their gold
befter than their lives coneeived an
aversion for it, gathered it together
and threw it down in fromt of the
needy, and with suffused eyes invited
them to help themselves. Some of
them traveled 500 miles to where their
lands were located that they might
sell them out and use the proceeds
in this way.

It would be impossible on any nat-
ural principles to account for such a
marvelous and widespread change in
human nature. The only visible cause
was the circulation from mouth to
month of the story of the virtues, the
persecutions and the ecruel death of
Christ, but this story was no more
in Ronie than a story told in this coun:
try about a good man in a foreign land
who had been Kkilled by mob, The
only rational explanation of the trans-
formation is the one given by the New
Testament writers, who declare that
an unearthly spiritual iufluence ae-
companied this story wherever it was
told,

It is as a relic of the great tidal
wave of brotherly love that our mod-
ern Christmas obeervances are most
significant and proper. The anniver-
sary of Christ's birth iz unknown, The
church decided to celebrate it on the
winter solstice, and blundered, so that
the day is historically the anniversary
of nothing whatever. Never mind, it
is the conventional celebration of the
most blessed event in all history. It
ig a holy memento of ghe advent of
humanity into man. '

The only possible wiy of celebra-
ting such a day is by a demonsiration
of universal gladness and good will,
and this is the way in which it has
bheen celebrated from the beginning.
The day should be something like the
Jewish jubilee year, when all property
reverted, all wrongs were forgiven, all
debts were canceled, all slaves were
freed and soclety turned over a new
leaf.

Let everybody shed his selfishness
to-day and do every-
thing in his power to j
produce a smile if not a
joy and thankfulness in
every one about him,

place,

| apfelkuchen.

ABOUT SANTA CLAUS,

1 write myself down as one who still
belleves in Santa Claus. Don't you?
Are vou ane of those very literal folk
who have their doubts whether they
onght to let their children cling to
the beautiful  old myth? My dear,
wherever vou are, come sit down by
me, and let me reason with youw

Without imagination, without

Udreeams, without poetry, this old world

of aurs would be a very wearisome
Its road would be steeper than
it is—mmuch like sleighing over bare
ground would our progress he, as com-
pared with sleighing over deep, hurd-
packed snow.

The poetic myth of the old saink,
with hig reindeer and his jingling bells
and his bulging pack of toys and Lon-
hons, has charmed a thousand genera-
tions. The stockings hung by the
chimney on Christmas eve; the chil-
dren  staying awakce until  sleep
pounces on them like a strong man
armed; the presents filling them from
top to toe in the morning: the rush
of the bare feet hurrving fast aeross
the floor; the merry uproar; the bub-
bling langhter; the shouts of joy—
the whole of this family pageant be-
longs to dear Santa Clans, We owe
it to him. Gradually, as the golden
mists of childhood clear hefore the
sun, and the “trailing clouds of glory”
fade, our small men and women dis-
cover Lhat Santa Claus is not one, but
ten thousand, that he is lbetter than
they knew, being just the spirit of
love, good will and beautifu! unselfish-
ness, that makes the worlil a beautiful
place to live in now, and makes it a
good starting point for heaven by and
by. For you and me there is hope
that we may do our duty in this world
lovingly, while we keep the ehild-heart
and believe in Santa Claus —Woa-
an's Home Companion.

The fun is all over;
quict;

Hiz thoughts by the
run riot,

He thinks of the kappiest time of his

the whole house g

tire in his cliamber

ife—

Of the heart-broken day when he lost his
vonng wife-

And finds that the wraith of her memory

still
Breathes the Epirtt of  Christmas, of
“Peace amd Good-will”

A Double Christmas,

A stranger visiting the German col-
onies of our great cities would think
his almanac needed resetting, for on
the evening of December Sth, thou-
sands of little stockings are hung up
with the same careful clothes-pinning
and heart of hope as on the authentic
Christmas eve. 8t. Nicholas eve it is
that the “Fatherland” exiles are cele-
brating. Just as early as any chil-
dren ever get up, those that are pay-
ing honor to the gift-saint tumble out
of bed, and find their stockings well
weighed with fruit and candies and
The naughty child that
has been a trial to its parents in pre-
vious weecks is rather likely to find
his stocking laden with coal. It i3 a
hint that a second gift-season is at
hand, and that it would bhe well to

| fall into line with the good children,

And the good children are encouraged
to a renewed and severer virtue for
the days between their present reward
and the fuller holiday that is coming.
—Country Life in America.

Enterprising,

In Malago you can buy your Christ
mas candies at your door. For the
candyman, in snowy cap and apron
goes through the street erying his
wares. E

Hidden Christmas Bells:

Near  Raleigh, Nottinghamshire,
Eng., there is a valley s=oid to be
caused by an earthquake several hun-
dred vears ago, and it is now usual
for old people, on Christmas moruing,
to tell the children to go to the valley,
stoop down, and hear the bells ringing
merrily in the ruins of the church hid-

den away in the ground.

At Kilgrimol, near Blackpool, there
is a common belief that the hells of a
hidden church may be heard by any
one who bends his ear to the ground
at Christmas.

In Berwickshire it was at one time
q popular belief that bells could be
heard ringing in the ground on Christ-
mas eve, and in some parts of Eng-
land miners have been heard to say
that Lells could be heard merrily peal-
ing in the most distant parts of the
mine during the festive season.

Jlove at Clhristmas
; by nora (I}}esson._

(r.l’l - 9 - - 5 i
J\;)}I'andmg beneath the Christmas lree

Il ove hands down g1[ts for you and me;
{ heart whase corethe arrow stings.
airof linkéd posy-rings,
rcd flower li cFa gump%bnotc
warm the darkness of my coat;
d pearls that round your white throat met,
¢ sorrow of the seas forget.

¢ a o I

-

Wehe e 18 hung with glittering foys
Lo win the eyes of girls and boﬁs.‘
harger.and drum,and top.and ball
nd ne'er a hearkache midst them all.
here's wedding bells whase galden chirme
I ing forus at sriowdrop-time ;
diamond circlet for your hand,
me a lille plain gold band
Wihereby before the crocus shows,

T make youmine,my hristmag/those.

—{lustrated Londen News.
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OLD-TIME CHRISTMAS,
oL The obzervation of
=%  Christmas in Amer-
ica today 13 a very
different  celebration

that keown to
forefathers, In-
if ope of the

lafter were permit
nnee again at Christmas
: adoption er birth,

from
our
deed,

tod to visit
time the land of |
he would find it diffienit to reeognize,
among the present.day gayetics, any

of the featnres whieh gave (Christmas
its significance in his day.

Mauy old-time observations have
passed and new ones have replaced
them; no longer do the
to church gnn hand,
sharp lovkont for treache
lurking |
through which
obliged 1o puss
went throueh g

in

keeping o
'8 red men

they were cofrentines
digging a patit as they
at snow lea

Theze hardy settlers of Mass

setts brought with them memories of |
happy days spent in the Moihor coun- |
try, before they were g oL
aceount of their radical reliziogs | Al
views; and although few of them had | i
forgotten the gay scenes whirh were :
enacted in England at Ch 12 time,

none tried to bring into favor such
rejoicings in the new country.

They marched solemnly and soberly
to church on Christmas morning the
same as on any other day, and not
one exchanged with another a “Merry
Christmas,”

There were no signs of feastinz or
merrymaking of any deseription, nor
was there any music added to the
church service. Apparently, “Merry
Christmas” was a forgotten expres
sion. Landirg as they did on the 21st
of December, most of theze passen-
gers of the Mavflower were husily en-
gaged in building log houses ar seareh-
ing for food on the 25th, 1620, their
first Christmas day in Ameriea.

For many years succeeding their
landing, Pilgrims and Puritans es-
chewed all thought of Christmas fos-
tivities, but not o the Colonial Cava-
lier,

In Virginia at Christmas time he in-
troduced all the Gll Waorld revels and
gaveties with added foree and free-
dom. In the South, Christmas was in-
deed a zala day. Very little attention
was paid to the church service, al-
though that, too, formed a certain part
of the celebration, These two great
forces contributed to the making of
the Anglo-Amcerican character,

Christmas day in the Southern eolo-
nies in the late seventecnth and eight-
eenth eenturies was indeed a merry
one. They ate, drank, danced and

'bade ecach other be of good cheer;

gathered around blazing Yunle log
fires; told stories of life among the
English gentry which nearly every one
remembered so vividly and regretted
mournfully; exchanged a few gifts, al-
though the custom was by no means
general in those
days; fought duei;s .#
followed the hounds @
and lived a day of fun

n general,

Who'll Buy?

In Spain many a Christmas dinner
goes (o town on =ix legs,

Christmas Superstitions,

There are many Christmas supersti-
tions, long held as artieles of faith
that are to be recalled, says Country
Life in America. How that oxen
kneel in their stalls at midnight on
Christmas eve, in adoration of the
Nativity, and for one hour have the
power of speech—for that ene hour,
too, the lost spirits have rest. Judas
sleeps, Herod ceases to  clank his
chains, the daughter of Herodias may
pausge in the dance, in which she is
condemned fo spin forever, and Pi-
late’s ghost ceases ils wanderings on
Mount Pilatus. It was believed, too,
that the sound of church bells could
be heard wherever a church had stood,
though no trace remain, and that, on
that pregpnant night, one gleeping in
a manger would see his future in a
vision.

Puritans go |

seiind the trees of the forest |

chu- |

i _ —\

HONOR ST. NICHOL o
St, Nicholas is not only
saint of Russia,
ored in the ¢

: HOL only the g
bat ha is greatly by,

arming Jigtjp

: Valley
the Sulzkammersut, whers [bee[
and the Traun rivers unite Iml°chl

Ischl wnee went by e S
Nikola, Thi the L.ll&{,m"( 3{1 8,
Nicholas, for Santa Clays ig a ogp &
Liom u.r' Lthe name introdueed intg g
fund from Amverica. In the ]gchl”
ley the Teast of St Nicholag iSahi;
cal holiday, aud at this time g, Ih.-r
davs there is an mhlage of hm;:e
along the Wirerstrassoe furming qm-'.s
a market. In the shop Wwindoyg a:
SCEN DUMPTOUS jInazes and Dicluré;
af the benevolent saint and hig
panion, the Grampus, with hig “ﬂct[
and chain—a  mnwost formidapg a
threateninglooking  object—tg 8
the hearts of nanghty childrey,
evening before St Nidholag day thy
good saint and his terrifying compap,
fon are actually seep walking abogt
the streets and enter  some of the
houses. When Ischl was inhahi[ed],}
the Romans it went Ly the name gf
“Iseola,” becanse of tha number g
fish found there, and some DEople e
nect this fact with the legeng of §
Nicholas and the fish. The chupey
dedicated to him, and the interigr
heautifully painted with itiuslratiem
from his life by a celebrated Trrolegy
painter named Mader. A populatipg
of hardy and thrifty peasants inhaby
the surrounding country and throng
into the town on Sundays and hoy,
days in their picturesque costumes,

g

yr eyes!
3 MicDonald in The

Sunday Magazine.

Christmas Giving,

Where any uncertainty exists let 18
give as a token of love, or friendship,
or human kindness, something that
while expressing these things, will &
least be harmless. Let it be sobe
thing that does net last—that brings
the meaning and vanishes—something
that never will know the indignity of
the top shelf of the spare room closet!

A knock at a friend’s door on Christ
mas morning and the closp of 2 hand
do this. A growing plant does it._Y&.
the loaf of bread, the jng of winé—
bat, most of all, thou beside me, sing:
ing in the wilderness—the persond
revelation does it Suppose a letter
came on Christmas morning to saj=—
not “you are perfectly dear to have
sent me a spool box.” but “1 want you
to know that your patiemce, or €oar
age, or tenderness, during this last
vear, will help me to live more brave
lv and courageously and lovingly this
next vear."”

What a Christmas present the Te
ceipt of such a leiter would be to 88F
ope of us: how we would take heart
to live ourselves! What a Christmas
present for any ene of us to send to
the human heart that has given U8
courage for the burden and heat of the
day!—Earper's Babar.

_“ Holy Bells,

are ruog
ayil spir
5208

In rural Austria bells
Christmas eve to keep the
its away © "ile the Christ child pa

wassailing Trees,

Very curions is the cugtom still p[:o
ticed in Devonshire and one of ith
other localities, when the farmer. w 5
his family an after paﬂﬂi::
{ogether of lot cakes and cider (
cake being dipped in the liquor pr::
vious to its consumptionl, pI‘OCEed,
the orehard, one of the party b?m“lg
hot ¢ ke and cider as an offering %
the prineipal apple-iree. The callem
formally deposited on the fork of %
tree, and the cider thrown 0Ver [n-
latter, the men firing off guns and Pjt_
tols. and the women and girls shov
ing:

“Hear blue, apples and pears £pow,

Ba ]tl"[t"‘a {‘nfllsi II:HF l 'tl":ll lxn I:':leu__:-hi _f_1_nla.

gxusimnar libation of spiced a!eﬂﬁeﬂ
to be sprinkled on the ogrehards
meadows in Norfolk, and only @
vears back a ceremony of the
sori was witnessed in the ﬂeiﬂbﬁ |
hood of the New Forest In.I{amP.'h' ;
| —Woman's Home Companion.

[ friends,




