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THE CITIES OF
REFUGE

. s —
the Conguest of Canaan

|
fore, beecause of its location and it
history, 1 desire that Hebron be
chosen as one of the cities of wfuge
“What?” they asked, in surprise
“You wunt to give up Hebron, which

| Is so strong of location, and cost you
50 much to conquep?”
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in the blackest cofors. How he
can uncover the hidden sins
and show cne helpless and un-
done in the presence of the
high priest of the place, Christ

3
# Jesus, the ancinted One of God. ’g
. 1 But shall the unfailing justice &
4§ of God cast the sinner forth and g
. & commit him to his just deserts? &
1 ;: Shall sin claim her own and 3
E % cast down to hell? 1
- & Thank God, No! For herein 3:
W & is the city of refuge of the Is. &
$ raelites far exceeded in grace ;
% and mercy by the city of refuge %

which God hath appointed. No
soul that seeks refuge therein
Is ever forced to leave, for the
Christ within has but to show

*“Yea, for the time being’ came
back the words, ‘but underneath there
lie smouldering the fires of sin. The
hand of brother shall vet be raised
against brother in Israel)

“Sadness filled my heart and I was
silent, and while 1 pondered on these
words the voice came agaln and said:

*Lift up vour eves and look, for in
Israel there shall be shelter for the
fugitive and him that fleeth from his
brother!’

“"And lo! and behold, as T looked 1
saw Hebron below me in &ll her fair
beauty.

“‘Yea, Lord' | said, ‘the stronghold
of our enemies hath become a shelter
and habitation for thy people.

“'And it shall be yet more,' came

‘B % the nailed hands and the spear . | Dack the voice, for it shall become a
i wound in his side as token of refuge for him that fleeth from the
 his offering for sin, and Satan, adversary. Its gates ~shall close

. @ % the great avenger, Is forced to neither day nor night. My priesthood
B b flee, shall rule there and their hands of

The cities of refuge were
squi-distant and easy of access
from all parts of the land. So
is Christ. He is nigh everyone
of a contrite heart. Hig “come”
I8 always sounding forth, and
hls Invitation is reenforced by
the comforting assurance that
“he that cometh unto Me | will
In no wise cast out.”

The gates of the cities of ref-
ige were always open and the
 priests In  the watch towers
ready to reach forth and help:
the weary and -exhausted run-
ner. And how infinitely more
true this is of the Christ. His
‘arms are always outstretched
fo save, The faintest cry from,
the lips of the sinner reaches

hig ear and instantly commands
, hig help.

THE STORY.

' WAS In the days before they
Lbad a king in Israel and when
Y man was a law unto himself.
Men it was that each family and
* tach tribe protected its own and each
ficled of the other an eye for an
~ Heand a tooth for a tooth. In those
the law of the blood atonement
- l!tlﬁed in the land, so that if one
slay by chance or intent an-
, the one nearest of kin of the
#in person must act as his avenger,
ﬁﬁtl.ie the life of the one who had
d his death. Needless to say
this custom in the case of acel-
murder wrought its hardship
Injustice, and in order that just-
* and mercy might be extended to
- W8 one who, through accldent, had
fuised the injury or death of an-
y the Lord directed that cities of
'ﬁn should be appointed whither
slayer might flee and, if guiltless
ﬂﬂie Intended murder of his brother,
find a safe shelter.
e Joshua had made {uown to
* %8 people the mind of the Lord con-
; \;Was this thing, the question arose
8 to which clties should be chosen,
it wag finally agreed that six
be appointed, three on . the
. #lde of Jordan and three on the
¥eat glde. Caleb took deep Interest
the matter, and in the councll of
tlﬂders which had met to consider
“¢ Question he sald:
Brethren, thou knowest how, over
¥ears ago, when the Lord brought
10 the borders of this Jand, the
«Tefused to enter, declaring
“183‘ weré nof able to overcome
ants in the land. And thou
'eatel}t:w since our coming hither
; Ong, weary years in the wilk
k‘leu that the sons of Anak, whom
, have been des-
ity is now among
the children of Is-
st, too, how it was
‘teritage and how it
wee couflict that the |
) that the stronghold
tight become an
fo; “ar peaple. Now, there-

(88 |

mercy and love will always be extend-
.ed to help. None shall be turned
away until their case hath been heard
and judgment declared.’

“'God In the mldst of Isreal to glve
Buccur}and to show mercy,’ 1 whis-
pered softly, as the new vision of
Hebron opened up before me. 'How
wonderful that God should give him-
self to watch between men and pre-
serve them from ‘destruction at the
hands of each other. '

“With this thought thrilling me [
lifted my eves from the scene below
me and looked up into the heavens,
and as 1 did so it seemed as though
the city rose with my vision and
seemed to float upward and upward
until lost to view within the depths
of the vast beyond.

“For a long time I was lost in deep
contemplation and wonder as to what
this could mean, I looked to see if
Hebron were reallr gone from her
place into the heavens, and saw that
ghe had not but was still resting upon
her rugged mountains as before.
There was the city of refuge God had
appointed for earth,

“*Was there something infinitely
better hidden from view within the
portals of God's dwelling place? 1
asked myself, and stirred by the
thought I suddenly awoke,

“And now my brethren, I have come
to vou to-day with this story, and yon
may well understand why it seemeth
of God that Hebron shall become one
of these Cities 'of Refuge, And the
vision and the message which I
thought 1 heard from the lips of God,
whether real or but a dream, will
gurely enlarge our thoughts of God
and his great love and mercy towards
his people And who can fathom the
infinitely greater riches of his grace
which he hath still reserved for us.”

And as Caleb ceased speaking a
murmur went round the company,
and they said:

“Surely the Lord hath spoken."”

Escaped In Cabbage Barrel.

A barrel containing cabbages was
the means by which Gershuni, chief
organizer of the “fighting organiza-
tion” of the Russian revolutionary so-
cialist party, escaped from a 8i-
berian prison. The cabbages were for
the use of the prisoners, who received
the barrel themselves from a warder.
One day they emptied it hastily,
plerced a small air hole in the bottom
and then seated Geshuni Inside, plae-
ing a iryiug pan over his head in
case it ‘should occur to the warder to,
plungé his sword in. At thetep werq
fixed layers of eabbages, In this con-
dition the barrel was removed from
the prison and placed in the prison
| inspector’s stable, where the prison-
er gpent ten houre of semisuffocation.
The day before several planks had
been loosened in the walls of the
stable, through which Gershuni, hav-
l ing emerged from the barrel, was en
| abled to make his escape with the aid
|of a conviet who accompanled him.
| He got to Japan, and eventually to
America, after many adventures.

as hrge as this there may be sev- |
eral men in the family and one bath-
room is not sufficlent. Some of the
older boys want to shave In the morn-
Ing, and every one is in a hurry. The
tendency 18 for more bathing and

along proper lines.  There are great
possibilities to be worked out,

It would be difficult to find a more
convenient kitchen than this plan
provides.

of activity in a !)m_:se. In this case

washing conveniences in all up-to-date
houses,

One of the greatest luxuries in
maodern houses is the private bath-
room. In some houses therg are. as
many as three or four bedrooms, hav-
ing private bathrooms, In some
places the sgervant problem is being
golved by including in the plans a
good comfortable bedroom for the

hired girl with a private bathroom
opening off from it.
The size of this house, on the

ground, is 32 feet by 38 feet without
including the porches. It is prob-
ably impossible to bunild a satisfac-
tory house with eight rooms and a
front and back stair, besides other
similar Juxuries, in a house much
smaller. <

There is a splendid parlor in this

house, 13x17 feet, with windowa
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN.

enough to make it bright and cheer-
ful in the daytime and a grate to
dispense comfort at night. There are
great possibilities for siciability in
a room like this, I llke to see a
grate in a house and I like to see
it used. Grates are not intended to
be closed up.

In this case the chimney is bullt
wlth a double flue, one flue for the
grate and the other for the furnace,
Both flues extend to the cellar bot-
tom where each is provided with a
separate iron door for cleaning out
purposes, When these doors are set
the owner should have an eye to the
manner in which the work is done,
the one in the grate flue especially,
There must be no cracks to admit a
draft into this flue, that is what
scatters the ashes from a grate fire

the arrangement {8 about as near

perfect as it could be. The sink
is in a well lighted corner next to the
pantry door. There is a great deal of
running between the sink and the
pantry at dish-washing time. Every
step saved means less miles of travel
for the honsekeeper,

The pantiy is part of the kithhen,
and it is part of the dining-room it
belongs to both, It has a window to
light it, as all pantries should have,
and it has two doors to shut out
the odors of cooking from the rest
of the house. The pantry has
shelves for dishes on one side and
cupboards for other things on the
other side that are well lighted, be.
ing opposite the window. The china
cupboard while it comes out of the
pantry really belongs to the dining
room. There is a kitchen pot cup-
board which is a great convenience
every day in the year. It provides
a place for stew-pans, griddles pre
serving keltles, laundry tools, empty
fruit jars and a great many other
things that no housekeeper wants in
the pantry or expased In the kitchen
proper.

There I8 another kitchen conven
fenee in the ‘ghelves at the top of
the cellar stairs. There are. many
things which may be kept on these
shelves that otherwise would have to
go in the cellar because they don't
belong to the kitchen. Good house-
keepers usually are sticklers for hav-

ing things in the right place.~ (]

course there are women who have no
sense of order, but such women should
never get married. Their place is in
the schoolroom teaching young chil-
dren how to grow up orvderly, It is
very much easier to tell somebody
else how to have a place for every-
thing and everything in its place, than
it is to organize such a system in
one's own home,

From this kitchen it is easy to go
upstairs and it 1s easy to go down
to thecellar. In the course ofaday
there are a good many trips made
both ways. The great value of this
kitchen is f[ts accessibility in both
directions, You can go downstairs
for a pan of potatoes, or you can
go upstairs to sweep and make the
beds without being obliged to take
very many unnecessary steps. A mod-
ern house {s just as much of an in-
ven’ian as a new machine In a manuy-
facturlng establishment It saves
time and labor

The kitchen is the center |

done in a garden that might properly
be called clear profit, because It Is
lodd moments that eannot be used
'otherwise. Then there is an item of |
real pleasrue in working in a garden

profit on the stuff raised,

When you go to fizhting the kicker,
vou are in your own light. It {3 these
kickers who inaugurate all the prog-
ress and reform that the world ever
gets, Encourage the kicker to kick,
but try to get him to kick at real dan-
zers and hindrances rather than at the
things that are already in pretty good
shape.

Dont live like a hog this year. Get
busy now and arrange so that you
may have vines growing all over un-
sightly fences and out bulldings; have
blosoms scenting the air as you rise
!in the morning. The finest flowers
now are so cheap that the poorest
may have them in abundance. Don't
be a hog.

There is plenty of time now to
plant out all sorts of trees. Look out
the odd corners and put them to pay-
ing for the money Invested in them.
Odd corners cost as much In the way
of interest and taxes as any other
| space of equal size. You are n}ighty
particular about all the spots in the
middle of the fleld being utilized, and
vet the odd corners are as a rule the
richer and more productive. Have
some sense about these things,

If you have not been in the habit
of keeping the cost of making the var-
ious crops on the place, is it not a
good time now to commence? There
is not & business on earth where so
little 1s really known of the cost of
production as farming, and there. is
not another business man that coula
so easily figure costs as the farmer
and none that costs cuts a more vital
figures with. It is an easy matter to
charge up the seed, time of prepara-
tlon, planting, culture and gathering,
and a proper rental for the land.
These taken from the net proceeds
would make an interesting study, and
would be useful in planning those
crops that pay.

There {s no sort of arguing that the
cotton farmers have much reason to
get together, There s the questlon
of better seed, better cultural meth-
ods, better guarding agalnst failure
from drouth and flood, better and
cleaner gathering, better and freer
marketing, unanimity in furnishing
the supply as it {s demanded. If the
farmer were fixed like he ought to be
it wounld make but little difference
whether he marketed In October or
the following June; only a matter of
a little interest and a small amount
of shrinkage, which is taken out of
the bale anyway, no diifference who
holds it until the mill Is ready for it.

- T )

There s no such a thing as perfect
peace in the ranks so long as men
may be creatures of progress and
growth Pain is the penalty of groww-
ing. Let it come, but above all else
don't let our passions take tha place
of common sense, and ambition usurp
the high place of honesty, Honest men
differ frequently, but it is mighty sel-
dom that honest men cannot go on
doing business, overlooking matters
of method and taste,

Have you made you a split log drag
yet? It Is a good time now that you
are not very busy to make you one,,
and get busy with it during the spring
ralns. You are as much entitled to
a good and good looking road, by vour
place as anybody, and you can have
it at no cost of money and almost no
cost of time.

Ba a producer sure enough and that
means ralse your own living, with
aome leit over to sell ® peopls who
produce nothing.

that has a rcal value outslde of the|

saved them more than a miilion dol-
lars last year on the priee of cotlon
| alone—that it has enabled many to
buy thelr supplied at a considerable
| reductlon by bulking thelr orders and
placing them through the business
agent of the union. Of course It would
not harm him a bit {f you sent him
this number of the Mercury-Password
after you have read every word Ia It
and then possibly you would get so In-
terested in trying to benefit your
friend that yau would send for & bun.
dle of them to help you In your efforts
to build up the union. Just try thls
once, friends, and see how the results
will surprise you—Southern Mercury.

DEBT THE DESTROYER.

In introducing a circular letter to
Texas Farmers' Unlon members, Pres.
ident Calvine says:

The greatest obstacle jn our way
in controlling prices is the mortgage
and debt system, which has been
menace to the South's prosperity ever
since the Civil War, and which will
continue to grow worse from year to
year unless discouraged by organized
farmers. Those who are the benefl-
ciaries under this perniclous system
are not disposed to discourage lts con-
tinuance, for as long as the farmer Is
in debt for the teams, tools and
supplies, he is at thke mercy of
the mortgagee, and must pay what-
ever price the mortgagee exacts.: It
Is well known throughout the world
that this eondition obtains largely in
the Southern States, and thls belng
true, the buyers of our raw products
in conjunction wiht the manipulators,
who mnever saw a pound of cotton,
seek to depress values during the free
movement brought on by heavy sell
ing to meet these obligations.

If we will notice the daily market
reports we will see that almost inva-
riably, when port receipts are heavy,
there is a decline in prices, The splo-
ners, not unmindful of the condltion
of the Southern farmer, can well . af-
ford to stay out of the market for a
while, and thus ald In forcing & heavy
decline In prices. It must be, appar-
ent to every thoughtful fafmer that
such a system ls wholly unfair to him,
and altogether in the Interest of or
ganlzed speculators.

The maln things after all is the size
of the crop per acre, the price you
get for- it and the prices you have
to pay for what you get. Men will be
constantly butting in with all sorta
of propositions leading up to thelr
profit or aggrandizement, but the mala
issues should under no condition be
lost sight of In this struggle for in-
dependence of the only class of menm
who are really eutltled to the great.
est freedom.

MERCURY MUSINGS, °

Every union paper condemns spec-
ulation in the necessaries of life. Few
union papers dare to speak out bold-
ly against speculation in land. Yet
land Is a prime necessity. All wealth
is derived from labor applied to land.

There 18 no good excuse why every
editor should not speak a good word
occasionally—or  oftener—for the
Farpers' Union.

The farmer who has nothling to hold
but cotton, Is not In a position to
hold that. It's a risky business to
stake everything on any single erop.
Diversify!

CO-OPERATOR CLIPPINGS,
Raise plenty of potatoes thiz yes”
Do not forget the cabbage patch,

} Have your smokehouse at home—
not in a Chicago packery.

Agtate, educate, co-operata. These
three things are the powerful levers
by which the Farmers' Unlon ls win
nlng its flght.

Some seedling peach trees do re
markably well, but seedling trees of
all kinds ars uncertaln. The only
treas that come true to name must be
budded or grafted.




