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intuitlon. “He mea.s to give you the
casting vote? He will build the exten
sion if you advise 1t? Then it will lis
in your hand to make us rich or to
keep us poor,” she laughed, “Be g
good god-inthe-car, please, and your
petitioners will ever pray.” Then, with
an instant return to seriousness: “But
you mustn't think of that—of course,
you won't—with o many other and
greater things to consider”

“On the contrary, I shall think very
pointedly of that; pointedly and re-
gretfully—because your brother has
made it practically impossible for me
to help.”

“My brother?” with a littla gasp,

“Yes. He offered to buy my vote
with & block of ‘Little Susan’ stock.
That wouldn't have been go bad if he
hadn't talked about it—"

“When Mr. Ford comes you must
forget what Stevie sald and what 1
have said. Good-by.”

An hour later Brouillard was closet-
ed in his log-bullt office quarters with
a big, fairfaced man, whose rough
tweeds and unbrushed soft hat pro-
claimed him fresh from the dusty-dry
reaches of the Quesado trail,

“It is your own opinlon that I want,
Victor,” the fair-faced man was saying,
“not the government engineer's, Can
we make the road pay if we bring it
here? That i8 & question which you
can answer better than any other liv-
ing man. You are here on the ground
and you've been here from the first.”

“You've bad it out with Cort-
wright1” Brouillard asked. And then:
“Where is he now—in Chicago?”

“No. He is on his way to the Ni-
quola, coming over In his car from El
Gato. But never mind J. Wesley. Ypu
ara the man I came to gee.”

“l can give you the facts,” was the
quiet rejoinder.

A smile wrinkled at the corners of
the big man's eyes,

“You are dodging the issue, Victor,
and you know it,” he objected. “What
I want is your personal notion. If vou
were the executive committes of the
Pacific Southwestern, would you, or
would you not, build the extension?
That's the point I'm trying to make."

Brouillard got up and went to the
window., When he turned back to the
man at the desk he was frowning
thoughtfully, and his eyes were the
eyes of one who sees only the clearly
otched lines of a picture which ob-
scures all outward and visual objects.
the plcture he saw was of a
sweet-faced young woman, laughing
through her tears and saying: “Be-
sides, the raliroad is coming; it's got
to come.”

“If yott put it that way,” he sald to
the man who was wafiting, “if you in-
sist on pulling my private opinion out
by the roots, you may have it. I'd bulld
the extension.”
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During the strenuous weeks when
Camp Niquola's straggling street was
acquiring plank sidewalks and getting
itselt transformed into Chigringo ave
nue, with a double row of false-fronted
“emporiums” to supplant the shack
ghelters, Monsleur Poudrecaulx Bon-
gras, late of the San Francisco tender-
loin, opened the camp’s first counter
grill. .

Finding monslenr's name lmpossible
in both halves of it, the camp grinned
and rechristened him “Poodles.” Later,
discovering his dual gift of past mas-
tership in potato frying and coffee
making, the camp gave him vogue.
Out of the vogue sprang In swift suc-
cension & cafe with side tables, a res-
taurant with private dining rooms, and
presently a commodious hotel, where
the food was excellent, the appoint-
ments luxurious, and where Jack—
clothed and {2 his right mind and with
money in his hand—was as good as his
master,

1t was In one of Bongras’ private
dining rooms that Mr. J. Wesley Cort-
wright was entertaining Brouillard,
with Miss Genevieve to make a har
monizing third at the circular table,
The little dinner had been & gustatory
triumoph. Nevertheless, when Miss
Cortwright had gone upstairs, and ‘the
walter would have refilled his glass,
Brouillard shook his head.

It the millionaire saw the refusal be
was too wise to remark #t. He was
gtill the frank, outspoken money-
maker, hot upon the trall of tha nimble
dollar, Yet there was & change of
some kind. Brouillard had marked it
on the day, a fortnight earlier, when
(after assuring himself mornsely that
he would not) he had gone down to
the lower canyon portal to see the
Cortwright touring car finish it seo-
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ond race across the desurt from El | tory.

Gato.

“0Of course 1 was quite prepared to
have yon stand off and throw stones
at our littls cob house of & venture,
Brouillard,” the host allowed at the
lighting of the gold-banded cigars.
“You're the government engineer and
the builder of the big dam; but you
can't build your dem in one day; of
in two, and the interval is ours. I tell

you, we're golng to make Mirepolig g
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buzz-hummer while the daylight lasts,
Don't you forget that.”

“‘Mirapolis?* queried
“Is that the new name?”

Cortwright laughed and nodded. “It's
Gene's name—'Miracle City.! Fits like
the glove on a pretty girl's arm,
doesn't it?”

“It does, But the miracle is that
there ghould be any money daring
enough to invest itself in the Niguoia.”

“Why, bless your workaday heart,
Brouillard,” chuckled the host, “noth-
ing {8 permanent in this shufing,
growing, progressive world of ours—
absolutely nothing. Some of the big-
gest and costliest buildings in New
York and Chicago are built on ground
leages. Our ground lease will merely
be a little ghorter in the factor of
time.”

“S8o much shorter that the parallel
won't hold,” argued Brouillard.

“The parallel does hold; long time,
small profits and a slow return; short
time, big profita and a quick return.
You've eaten here before; what do
you pay Bongras for a reasonably good
dinner?”

Brouillard laughed. *Oh, Poodles.
He cinches us, all right; four or five
times as much as it's worth—or would
cost anywhere else.”

“That's it. He knows he has to
make good on all these lit‘le luxuries
he gives you—cash in every day, as
you might eay, and come out whole be-
fore you stop the creek and drown
him. When we get in motion we're
going to have Alaska faded to a frazzle
on prices—and you'll sea everybody
paying them joyfully.”

“And in the end somebody, or the
final series of somebodies, will be left
to hold the bag,” finished Brouillard.

"“There needn't be any bag holders,
Brouillard, Let me put i in a nut.
shell: we're building & cement plant,
and we shall sell you the output—at a
good, round price, I promise you, but
still at a lower figure than you're pay-
ing for the imported article now, or
than you will pay even after the rail-

Brouillard.

“If You Insist on Pulling My Private
Opinien Out by the Roots, You May
Have it. I'd Build the Extension.”

road gets in. When our government
orders are filled we can afford fo
wreck the plant for what it will bring.”

“That {s only one instance,” object:
ed the guest.

“Well, Bongras, here, is one more,”
laughed the host. *“And our power
plant {8 another, You made your little
kick on that to Washington—you
thought the government ought to con-
trol ita own power. That was all
right, from your point of view, but we
beat you to it Now the reclamation
service geta 1l the power it needs at &
nominal price, and we're going to sell
enough more to make us all feel
happy.”

“Bell it? To whom?”

Mr. Cortwright leaned back in his
ehair and the sandy-gray eyes seemed
to be searching the inner recesses of
the querying esoul :

“That's inslde information, but I
don’t mind taking you In on it," heé
gaid bétween leisurely pufs at his ci-
gar. “We've just concluded a few con-
tracts: one with Massingale—he's go-

ing to put in power drills, electric ore- | 80.

cars, and a modern equipment gener-
ally and shove the development of the
“Little Bugan;’ one with a new mining
syndicate which will begin operations
at once on half a dozen prospects on
Jack’s mountain; and one with a lum-
ber combination that has just taken
over the sawmills, and will install oth-
ers, with a planing mill and sash fac

Broufllard nodded. ‘The gray eyes
were slowly hypnotizing him,

“But that fsn't all,” continued the
promoter. “We are about to reincor-
porate the power plant as the Niquola
Electric Power, Lighting and Traction
company. Within a fortnight we'll be
lighting Mirapolis, and within & month
after the railroad gets in we'll be oper-
ating trolley cars.”

The enthusiast paused to let the

nformation sink In, also to note the
effect upon the subject. The noting
was apparently satisfactory, since he
went on with the steady wssurance of
one who sees his way clearly.

“That brings us down to business,
Broufilard, 1 don't mind admitting
that I had an object in asking you to
dine with me this evening. It's this;
wa feel that in the reorganization of
the power company the government,
which will always be the largest con-
siumer, should ba represented in gome
effective way: that its interests should
ba carefully safeguarded. It is not so
easy as it might seem. We can't ex-|
actly make the government a stock-
wolder,”

“No,® said Brouillard mechanically.
Tha underdepths were stirring, heav.
ing as if from a mighty ground-
gwell that threatened a tidal wave of
overturnings,

“We are going to make you the gov-
ernment director, with full power to
investigate and to act. And we're not
going to be mean about it, either. The
capital stock of the company is ten
millions, with shares of a par value
of one hundred dollars each, full paid
and nonassessable. Don't gasp; we'll
cut a nice little melon on that capitall-
zation every thirty days, or my name
ien't Cortwright.”

“But I have no money to invest”
was the only form the younger man's
protest took. '

“We don't need your money,” cut in
the financier with curt good nature. |
"What we do need is a consulting en- |
gineer, a man who, while he i3 one of |
us end {dentified with us, will see to|
it that we're not tempted to gouge our
good Uncle Samuel,”

Brouillard smoked in sllence for a
full minute before he sald: "You know
a8 well as I do, Mr. Cortwright, thatl
it 18 an unwritten law of the eervice !
that a civilian employee of the govern-,
ment shall not engage in any other |
business,”

“No, 1 don't,” was the blunt reply.
“Supposing your father had left you a
hundred thousand dollars to invest in-
stead of a debt of that amount—jyou
see, I know what a load your keen
sense of honor is making you carry—
supposge you had this money to invest,
would your position in the reclamation
service compel you to lock it up in a
safety vault?”

“Certainly not, but if the department
should learn that I am a stockholder
in & company from which it buys its
power—"

“There wouldn't be a word sald—not
one gingle word, They know you in
Washington, Brouillard, better, per-
haps, than you think they do. They
know you would exact a square deal
for the department even if it cost you
personal money. It's your duty and
part of your job as chief of construc-
tion. And we'll leave tlie money con-
glderation entirely out of it if you like.
You'll get & stock certificate, which
you may keep or tear up or throw into
the wastebasket, just as you please, It
you keep it and want to realize on it
at any time before you begin to put
the finishing forms on the dam, I'll do
this: I'll agree to market it for you
at par. Now let’s guit and go and find
Gene. She'll think we've tippled our
selvea under the table.”

“Ono moment,” sald Broulllard, *I
couldn't serve as your engineer, Mr.
Cortwright, not even in a consulting
capacity. Call it prejudica or anything
else you please, but I simply couldn’t
do business in an associate relation
with your man Hosford.”

Cortwright had risen, and he took
hia guest confidentially by the button
hole.

“Do you know, Brouillard, Hosford
gets on my nerves, too? Don't let that
influence you. We'll let Hosford go.
We needed him at first to sort of knock
things into shape; It takes a man of
his callber in the early stages of s
project like ours, you know. But he
has outlived his usefulness and we'll
drop him. Let's go upstalrs.”

Late in the evening Brouillard
passed out through the cafe of the
Metropole on hig way to his quarters
There were a few late diners at the
tables, and Bongras, smug and compla
cent in evening regalia, was waddling
about among them like & glorified
head waiter.

Holding the engineer for a momeni
at the street door, “T'll been wanting
to h-ask you,” whispered the French
man with a quick-flung glance for the
diners at the nearest of the tables
“doze flood—when ghe I8 coming
M’sien’ Brouillard?”

“When we get the dam completed,’

“You'll bet money h-on dati—h-al
de money you got?” ;

“Why should you doubt it

“Mol, 1 don't doubt nottings; I make
de grass to be cut w'ile de sun ia shine
But I'l been hearing somebody eay
dat maybe-so dis' town she grow so fas
and so beeg dat de gover'ment is nof
going to drown her,” *

“Who said that?”

“1 don't know; it i8 bruit—-what yot
call rumaire. You hear it h-on de
avenue, in de cafe, h-anyw'eres you

"n ¥

“Pon't lower your prices on the
strength of any spuch rumor as that

Pcodles. The dam wiil be built, and
the Niguoia will be turned into a lake
with the Hotel Metrogole comfortably
anchored in the deepest part of it—
that is, if it doesn’t get gay enough
to float.”

“Dat's jus what 1l been thinking."
pmiled the little man, and he sped the
parting guest with & bow that would
have graced the antechamber of
Louis le Grand, .

Do you belleve that Broultlard |
will ‘permit himself to be se«
duced by Cortwright's smooth
form of bribery? Does Broull
tard understand Cortwright?

(TO BE CONTINULD.)
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LENZBURG-CRICHTON CO. SUES
ATKINS INTERESTS FOR AN-
NULLING CONTRACT.

1665 ACRES ARE INVOLVED

it Is Allcged at Time of Sale Defena.
ants Had Al;eady Breached Con-
tracis With Thelr Respective
Leseors in Bossier,

Bhreveport.— |

The Lenzburg-Chrichton Oil ana|
Gas Company, incorporated, has filed |
gult in the Shreveport district court
against H, E., J. W, W. 8., H. and
Herbert Atkins for judgment rescind-
ing a contract of May 4, 1815, where-
by the petitioners purchased large oil
and gas leases on lands in Bienville,
Webster, Red River and Bossier
pariches, paying therefor the sum of
$40.000, of which $15,000 was paid by
a promissory note of June 8, 1915, pay-
able by May 1, 1916, with 8§ per cent
fnterest, the remainder of the price
being paid by the issuance of 250
shares of eapital stoek, the certificates
being issped to J. W. Atking at a
value of $25,000 par value.

It is alleged that at the time of the
sale and transfer to petitioners of the
leage contracts, the defendants had
already breached contracts with their
respective leseors on the lands in Bos-
sler, 1,605 acres, by fallure to comply
with certain econtractural require-
ments, thus forfeiting the contracis,
annuling title to the leases and creat-
ing a paramount outstanding title in
the original lessors, amounting to an
eviction of petitioners, who clam
that at the time of their transaction
with Messrs. Atkina they were not
aware tnat defendant had neglected
to comply with resolutory conditions,
When petitioners learned this and ten-
dered quarterly payments to the les.
sors of defendants, the lessors refns-
ed payments and denied petitioners !
the right to develop. Petitioners clatm |
that the leases in Bosgier are wnrthi
mora than those of the other parisheai
combined, and had they known of the
forfeiture of rights by Messrs, Atkins,
they would not have contracted with
defendants. Because of failure fo title;
to the prineipal part of the considera |
tion, petitioners claim to be entitled
to have the sale and contract of May
4 rescinded, and to have returned to
them the $15,000 paid on the deal and
also the 260 shares of stock, and, In
default of a return of the stock, judg-
ment for $25,000, the par value of said
stock.

STATE HAPPENINGS.

Judge R. E. Hingle of Pointe-a-Lar |
Hachain open court decided the !u-:
juction suit instituted by J. C. T'anzi-
mann, an orange grower of DBaton
Rouge., Citrus canker was discovered
in his grove by the citrus canker m-,
gpector and his grove quaranteed. A
number of treese were ordered de
stroyed. Tanzimann objected, clalm-
ing that the trees couiwu be saved and
took out an injunction in the Judicial
Distriet Court. Judge Hingle dis
solved the injunction and the sheriff
gerved the writ on him, |

.Indicating their stand for progresl.l
citizens of that portion of Acadia par-
ish north of Crowley, being the Fourth |
ward and portions of the adjo&ning]
wards, by an election have just au-
thorized a $30,000 bond issue for drain-
age. This provides nearly all the par
fsii with serviceable drainage, thus en-
hancing the value of the lands very
much and placing the roads high and
dry g

Orange growers of Point-a-La-Hache
report the best crop that their groves
have produced in several years, a;,mlI
the fruit is remarkably large for *ne
season. The hurricane of last Sep-!
tember seemed to have killed all of
the white flles and scale on the trees.
But few cankerous trees were found
by Professor Garreit in this parish.

Hope for constitutional amendments
being effected by a four-ifths vote of
both branches of the legislaturs, In-
stead of by popular vote of the people,
died, when senate judiciary B com-
mittee, by a four to one vote record-
ed an unfavorable report on Sehator
‘Harper's bill providing for such change
in amending the organic law.

Rtrong opposition having developed
to the bill of Senator Brown, of Jack
gon, to amend the eenatorial district
act, hia measure will be withdrawn,
the bill provided that Ouachita and

Caldwell comprise one Senatorial dis-]

triet and Jackson, Wirn and Grant
another. Onachita and Winn are now
fn the same district.

Chas. A. Holcombe, of Baton Rouge,
candidate for Congrees, gave out a
written statement, in which he an-
nounced his withdrawal from the race
for Conmgress from the Sixth district.

| This leaves two candidates, Amos L.

Ponder, and ex-Gov. J. Y. Banders,

et

W. D. Ector of Shreveport, brother-|.

ip-law of Governor Pleasant and =
prominent young man of the Quee
City, will become first assistant in the
state treassurer’s office, under Heary
Hupsicker. :

First Aid to a
Weak Stomach

HOSTETTER'S
Stomach Bitters

FOR THE APPETITE ==
THE DIGESTION e
THE LIVER ==
AND BOWELS ==

Don’t Experiment—Get
HOSTETTER’S

' A family remedy for 63 years

Efficiency.

Mra. Knicker—We can't keep a
cook,

Mrs, Bocker—Advertise for a food

dietator,

FOR TETTER, SCALY FACE ERUP«
TION

Vse Tetierine. Il {5 slno an absolute
cure for Eczema, Ringworm, Erysipe-
las, Intant's Sore Head and all other |
itching cutaneous diseases, It glves |
instant rellef and eflects permanent
cures.

“After thirty years experience In the
drug busziness, I can truthfully say that
I have never seen a remedy equal to
Tetterlne for Skin diseases. A few ap-
plications have made a complete cure
of Tetter on hands, which I had almost
despaired of ever curinf. 1 nlso find it
unequaled for chappe and rough
skin.” Boland B. Hall, Druggist, Ma-
ton, Ga.

Tetierine, 50 centsat druggists or by
mall from J. T. Shuptrine, Savannal,
Ga. Adv,

Inconsigtent Employment.
“I8 your sitting as a model just tem-
porary "
“No; it's a standing engagement.”

Paper is sgpun into thread and wov-
en into a substitute for jute textiles by
a process invented in Bohemia.

KEEP YOUNG

As well be young at 70 as old
at 60,

Many elderly people suffer lame,
bent, aching backs, and distress
ing urinary disorders, when a
little help for the kidneys would
fix it all up. Don't wait for gravel,
or Bright's disease, Use Doan's Kid-
ney Pills, They have helped
thousands, young and old, and are} '
recommended by thousands.

A Texas Case

Mrs, J. E. Ansley, an  Poery
904 Taylor Bt,, Waco, Sl o
Texas, says: “I was
miserable with kid-
ney trouble and, my
back got so bad, T
couldn’t rest. Morn-
ings, I felt unfit for
any kind of house-75)
work. I glso hady
headaches and dizzy e
#pells and was vory /
nervous Nothing

did me any good until 1 used Doan's
Kidney Pilla They acted quickly and
continued use cured me

v A.l' shll':.;i.;l : §
DOAN PILLS
FOSTER-MILBURN CO. BUFFALU, N, ¥.
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Your MoneyBack .
1§ Not Benefited

We Guarantee

years. Its value has been proven,
andth.sthwhythedealu{bﬁ
ed by our own ’}

not benefited by the very
frst bottle. ‘

TRYITI THAT IS AL WE ASK
§1 ot your Dealers’. See them today.

THACHER MEDICINE CO.,
Chattancoga. Tenn,
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@ Tonic

Sold for 47 years. ' For Hnlula.ml‘
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THE HIGH QUALITY SEWING MACHINE

Write for
purcii !
THE NEW HOME BEWING MAC HIHECO..ORAH_G E!!l_s&_

booklet""Polnts to be considered
a Sewing Machine,” Learn the facts,

. HAIR B \
toilet preparation
5 eradicato
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o #% v FREE.
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