e in

: DUMENTIC ECONONY.

Produets Direcily
“Booms" in
Farming.

Belling Their Products.

In Belling Their
s Consumers—

ﬂvkdf o? &m farmers aganst the

exactions of middlemen. Several
farmers ia Kent county have taken to
selling mution directly to consumers
jmstead of sheep to shippers or
batchers. They scek regular custo-
mers in peighboring towns, to whom
they deliver mution on certain days
in every week. Knowing in advance
how much mutton they can dispose of
in a certain time, they fatten their
sheep so they will be in a condition to
slaughter as taey are wanted. They
generally sell their mutton by the
or entire carcass. They do
mol altempt to supply chops and
roasts to small families, and general-
ly limit their trade to regular custo-
mers. Their best patrons are hotels
and boarding-house-kee and large
private fami They learn to dress
and cut up sheep with as much skill as
butchers employ, and take the meat
to theircustomers in covered carts.
They cure and dry the pelts of the
sheep, and when they have a hundred
or more sell them to dealers. The tal-
low and coarse fat of the sheep after
being rendered are put in barrels and
sold to soap and candle makers. The
hearts, feet, and entrails of the shee
are converted into fertilizers and
* om the farms.
Beveral dairy farmers in Cheshire
: county have taken to selling their
% “"oel. directly to consumers,following
by ~ “tantially the same course that the
sheep-raisers do in regard to
* wutton. They mako small
. theiv .‘*.'I is adapted to the wants of
“'.'i-_ “fy. ®Y do not cut their cheese,
w of the size desired.
'se of severa! varieties,
e :‘h M[..' taste of their ousto-
also \ °¢P & s;zply of
Sheseo of dilferant 'a:‘ rsferziu::i
wyor to ascertain :
A a of their enstomers .1 rolation to
" she flavor and richness of .heese and
to puply exactly what is desired. 1t
» practice to visit the houises of
their customers on one day in each
week. Some cheese mak=rs have 8e-
cured so many customerw that the
ill of their trade is worth a col-
ble sum The cheese-makers
have made so much of a success
“pelling their products direct to onsu-
ﬂlfnl butter-makers are now fok
lowing their example, They take con-
trocts for supplying hotels, restan¥-
ants, and private families with a cer—

Bagiish Farmers and Dairymen Experiment

state that there isa

and maintain the price until the res'or-
ation of peace. In recent years this
has not n the effect. Russia and
Turkey were recently in the throes of
a t confliet, which closed the grain
ports on the Black sea, but prices were
not very perceptibly increased. Why?
Becanse though Russia has increased
her grain product on, yet the propor-
tion which ber export forms to the to
tal import of Britain has been reduced
to very small proportions. Egypt,
India, the United States, and the col-
onies are ali now producing grain in
abundance. A short erop in India or
in the United States would of course
aflect prices; but not very greatly nor
for any lengthened period, for the de-
ficiency woulidl promptly be met by an
increased cxport from the other esun-
tries. Thesumo thing holds in regard
tocattle. Any one of the great sources
of supply might be cut off, but with the
continent of Europe, with Canada, the
United States, La P'lata, New Zealand,
and Ausiralin as sources from which
to draw sbundantly thers would be but
little room for extraordinarily high
r.ces Lo obtain. Unly in the event of
ritain herself beins mmvolved in war
with & great naval power, or taxed se-
verely to defend her own coasts, could
a repetition of the prices of the Crim-
ean war period occur. Such a possi-
bility appears remoto indeed.

Of course there are little *“*booms™
which bring fortunes to few. Fortu-
nate aml uncommon is the man who
knows how to look for and prudently
take advantaze of these booms, and
the eommon sense not to be misled by
them. There is **hops,” for instance.
Bat hop-farming is the kind of farming
to make a iman's head bald from over-
anxiety. Hops disappoint most peo-
ple who look to them for sudden
riches. Most people go into the busi-
ness when prices are high, and are not
ready for the market until the olher
swing of the pendulum is taking place;
then, disgusted, they go out of the
bausioess, and the few who remain 1n
are ready for the rise. A shrewd hop-
grower will go into the business when
_prices are dowan, and out when they
i@ up. When eoveryone becomes
stherewd on this point, of course the rule
vrill not apply.
‘Then there is
Niot  everyone is
ner sessed of suflicent eap-
ita L There have been fortunes for
tbw » few; the multitude don't toueh it
sill i the period of much profit is past.
Ht rse-breeding has been “*boome 1"’ of
lal o years. There is a change in it,
ho wever, to wh.ch foresighted breed-
en are adapling themselves. Making
haste to gut rich, however, usually
e s in slow progress with most peo-
ple ; and even the sucessiul tew find

cattle-breeding.
adapltel to it,

tain number of pounds of butter each
week, and deliver it in the kind of &
that is desired. They ascer-
] the wishes of their different custo-
im relstion to the amount of salt
yy Wish in their butter and endeavor
suit them 1n this manner.
This is but & return to the primitive
of (rade that were generally
before railways were intro-
; and “middlemen’ became com-
. mon. The of having ucers
¢ pse of their goods directly to eon-
has many advantages. It saves
ycost of transportation, handling,
ehanging ownership several times.
~enables consumers to obtain arti-
in their bes: condition. It en-
rages honesty and fair dealing. A
who sells articles of food di-
ly to consumers will deliver noth-
that is not His reputation
8 continuance of his trade will de-
end on the quality of the articles he
ivers, ‘The responsibility can not
shifted on some unknown party as
often done when articles pass
gh several hands. A man who
s his products directly to the pers
whe are to use them will seek to
ln and to preserve a good reputa-
in all respecis. It will not be to
ad to make false represent-
Homnothlﬂ'ord I-qu:t:a
name among his near neij rs
whom he Tniﬂl h?:: dn’a‘llin
T IMANY years. will wish to build
) lhl{y-lrllll with regular cus-
by selling good articlesata
It will not answer for him
1 prt to Lthe means often employed
tradesmen to secure the trade of
rangient customers.
'he farmers and dairymen of Eng-
have better opportunites for
their products directly to con-
'8 than the farmers in most
couniry ave A much smaller
on of the people there are en-
in any binnch of husbandry.
towns are rm“ and nearer to-
r, and the s are better. To
these advantages, however, the
its made in selling goods, espeeinl-
arkicles of food, are much smaller
m in this country. Amwerican farm
nets, it is raid, are retailed m
t Br tain at lower prices than they
in this country. Especially is this
ense wilh salt meats, four, beans,
meal. hllan farmers li;ing near
ge towns in Lhis country have
fited by selling vegetables, pou.rlr“:.
t, and eggs to consumers. They
their 'Lr:ducu to town at Limes
they
have

to make purchases.
regular customers, it
bt littls time to deliver the arti-

ﬂ;bm There is little doubt
“ the t in cheese might be
y increased in the country dis-

rﬁﬂ of factories
m::lth%l'hum-
m who now rarely ever
e el s arming, T
‘=R article om ge.neral farm man-
ment jn the Deminion of Canada,
| Globe, of Torontn, m akes some ex-
. are valuable

3 adapted to
4% Ontanoan d much of

l.r‘- : of utilizing the
: ke Ih‘hr.l’npmii-
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that it has serious disadvan a.
The' man on the outlook for *‘catches’’
i's vory art to negleet his general farm-
ing swnd lose about as much in conse-
qu.uee as he can gain by his speculat-
ing. [Patience and perseverance in
followug the ordinary branches of
farmig’ pay best tor the average man,
and bria g the most coatentment. It
is well, however, to keep one's
s-waather eye' open. Old saws have
much in 8 ‘em, but many people make
them a cm"se. Thisis one, for in-
stance: *‘A' rolling stone gathers no
moss.” Tha't is perfectly txue of the
stone. It is well, however, for a man
to roll a Jitde. There is womething in
the paradox: *‘A setling hen never
‘ou '.L ”

In these days of keen competition it
does not do 101 o shrewd farmer to be
oblivious to twe changiugz demands of
the market; to the new uud promisng
openings of wiech he may take advan-

I ovenftanguine and hewllong
plunges into new~ «epartures are Lo be
greatly deprecated a little eircum-
8 ion and foresight is commend-

le. Mixed farming as & rale pays.
There is much in the little things on
the farm. Fruit growing, wilth the
varying supply & ad demand for vari-
ous kinds of fruits, allords a prolitable
field for cautious enterprise. A man
needs to know just about when to
}nnu, bowever. Nota few Canadian

armers have made money out of

beans, pem:, and onions by earefully
and quietly watehing the warket and
its varying supply. Sorghum and its
chief produnet, s.rup, have been turned
to profitable sccount by many. Poul-
try and the produetion of ezgs should
receive attemtion oo every farm, and
eapecially near ¢ities the winter supply
of fresh by special arrangement
with hotel deaders, or private families,
may be made a very profitable item in
the income of the farmer.

The shipment of nulk where railway
facilites are good is, if eavtiously
pursued, a source of profit.  Of course
there are d.iliculties attending it, ow-
ing to the varying demand caused by
changes of weather, but these fall
more on the dealer than on the pro-
ducer. The demand is steadily in-
cressing, nnd with the increase the
opportunities for farsiers are merens-
ing. Mlk is shipped to Toronto from
farms a bundred miles distant, anod
some of those farms, even inface of
the competition of dwries in their
neigh find the business decid-
edly remunerative. The milk wmust,
however, be to insure success,
and the dealer to whom the farmer
ships trustworthy. Butter, carefully
made and handled, is to many a farm-
era profitable article of winter

production.
Choice butter semt to good
and privade families in the eities com-
& price more than commensur-
ate with the extra care taken in its
g Mg BB
cents per n n in
winter in '.F::onlo and llnnll?:’,l for
the choicest article. O course, the
number of people who will pay ver
high is very limited, nt l.lmr{
are Im:mio:nu énoph‘wilh whom =
good butter-maker will find it ve
fitable to establish a tiou,
hoice butter, sent directly to con-
lil'llll‘:l or to particalar dealers, how-
ever, always commands a good price.
This t mot be true werepury
many butter-makers to realize this
fact, and guvern themselves accord-
ingly. But the wide-nwake farmer
can take advantage of the case as it
Many are the ways in which
in winter, as weil as in summer, the
farm ean be made to vield a
profit Caution must be used, of
colirse, in taking advantage of the:e
ways. Everyone is not adapted to
tarning the market to very prolitable
sceount, however favorably he may be
cireumstanced. Coinmon sense must
sccompany enterprise, and common
sense can scarcely be called acquire-
ment, though it is capable of some cul-
tivation.

hotels

The foolish virgins who spend nine-tenths of
their lelsure time in leariing to decorate china
woald do well to remember that the young
man in search of a wife is mare likely to ti= to
the girl who knows how to docorate her china

Is Every Body Drunk?
Among the many stories Lincoln ueed
to relate was the following: Trudging
aloog a lonely road one worning on my

way to the county ceat, Judge — — over
took me with his wagon and 1avited me
to a seal.

had not gone far before the wagon
begl: to wohbl? Said 1, “Judge, 1 think
your coachman has taken a drop too
much.” .
Patting his head out of the v_vlndow,
the judge shouted: “Why. you infernal
scoundrel, you are drunk!" :
Turning round with great gravity, the
coachman said: “Be dad! butthat’s the
firs’ rightful g'cision your Honor's giv'n
'n twel’ mont I
If people knew the facts thev would
be surprised to learn how many peo; le
reel in the streets who never “drink a
dgrop.” They arethe vietius of sleep-
lessness, of drowsy Jays, of apoplectic
tendencies, whose blooil is set on fire
by uric acid. Some day they will reel no
more—they will drop dead, just becanse
the y haven't the moral courage to defy
useless professional aitendance, and by
use of the wonderful Warner's safe cure
neutralize the uric acid in the sysvem
and thus get rid of the “drankenness in
the blood.” The American Rural Home.

The Maverick Mystery.

It was the twenty-fourth of December,
eight o'clcck in the evening. Mr. and
Mrs, Maverick were in the sitting-room.
Mr. Maverick was reading; or, rather he
affscted to do so; in order to express his
dissatisfaction wi'h the barangue which
his wife had been engaged in delivering.
Mrs. Maverick wagan admirable woman,
but she had a gentle pursistency which,
at times, seemed monolonous to the sub-
jects of it—among which snljects her
tusband was naterally the most fre-
quent. This couple lived in an ancient
honse on the outskirts of a venerable
town in one of our ol Jest States. They
zot the house c¢heap, because it bore a
bad name ; that is, a former owner had
anged himgelf, und er circumstances of
seenliar horror, to the hook intended
for the gas fixture in the ceiling of the
front bed-room. The legend aseerted
that his spirit still pervaded the premis-
as. Up to the present time, however
nothing whol'y inexplicable had oce-
surred. Stranee sourids kalbeen heard;
but such as rate, loose blinds, warped
doors and meaning ¢ raughts might have
suffieed to aceount fi .r. Mra Maverick
had been less impr essed by these phe-
nowena than her } usband, who was ol
a mervous and excitable organization,
with a powerful i1nagication, He bhad
latterly lapsed intt) a somewhat abnor-
mal state, viving Tise to anxiety in the
breast of his spouse; and she was econ-
stantly urging upon him the expediency
of taking medical advice. Yut Mr. Mav-
erick, unfortunately. hal conceived a
mortal antipathy againsi enything in
the shape of a doctor—an antipathy
which msay bave had its source in the
fact that his wife’s uncle was a member
of that profession, and had, many years
before, administered an emetic to Mr.
Maverick by mistake for a sleepine-
potion. From that time, atany rate,
Maverick had declared bloody ven-
geance against whatsoever representa
give of the faculty should darken his
doors, It will readily be conceived,
therefore, that Mrs. Maverick, who was
really concerned about his condition,
was at her wit's end how #o proceed.

L

Mr. Maverick, in a fit of nervocs ex-
asperation, slsmmed the book he bad
been reading down onthe table. “Maria,
let ug have no more of this!” he ¢x-
claimed. “Once for all, I will nol sce a
phys cian! and if you bring one into the
house, 1’11 morder him 1"

These fearful woids had hardly lelt
his mouth when there was a sonnd of ¢
heavy fall in the room overhead. The
globes of the chandelier jingled and the
window panes rattied. Mr. Maverick
sprang to his feet.

“Great Heavens! what was that?” he
cried out.

Mrs. Maverick had not moved from
her chair; but she looked upat him in a
distressed way., 04, my poor dear,” she
murmured, “what is the matter 7
“That » oise! Upsta‘rs! Like a heavy
body hurlad ‘o the floor! snd there’s oo
one in the house but ourselves and the
cook—and ghe's down in the village,

“A noise, my desr?’ faltered Mrs
Maverick. “Was there a noise? Where?
Where ?”

Her husband =slowly turned, and
stared at her. The startled expression
in his widely-opened eyes deepened into
amazement, and finally darkened into
something like terrcr,

“You didu't hear it, Maria?" he said
below his breath, Are you mad, or am

I? Why, the whole house trembled!”
“Are you sure you are not mistaken,
Johm? I'm sure it was nervous-
ness,” said his wife. anxously, “Ob, il
yun would only consult a physician !”

e
\1 , exei v = t he
short. “I have it!" he went on, ina

changed {one. “The noise was in the
front bed-room, where the old fellow
hanged himself. And when the rope
broke, he fell I
“Surely, John, you don’t place faith in
'l that gossip,” Mrs, Maver-
ick. Yon're not quite yourself, dear,
that's all I”
Mr. Maverick made no verbal reply.
He buttoned ul;uhin coat resolutely,
over to the old writing-table in
the corner of the room, and took from
one of its drawers a silver-plated Colt's
revolver. Having satisfied himself that
g.' wag. loaded, he lit acandle, and started

the dnor.
Mis. Maverick, now seriously dir-
turbed, tried to calm him in vain, At
length, with a sigh for his obstinacy,
she arose and followed him.

There i8 no one here, said Mr, Maver
ick, after an exhanstive search of the

iront bed-room. “But there is that old
hook he hanged himself from ; and he
fell right here.”

‘Dnoumadonltdnmlph.l'ohn. I
hw;:mywmld nothing. Think

with a good square meal, well cooked and

g

N'r. Maverick's teeth chattered; but
be cormanded himself by a strong ef-
fort. “If you hear nothing, Maria,” he
said, “itis the best evidence that this
intruder is no flesh and blood, buta
spectre, But, whatever he is, I will
hunt him down if it takes all night.”

“Hnw can you hunt down & spectre ?
Dot be absurd, John, dear.  You will
only catch vour death a-cold, trotting
round these chilly entries and places.”

“Don’t ailempt fo restrain me, Maria,”
replied her husband, with a nervous
shndder. “If I don’t search ont this
mystery it may be the death of me !”

They went out in the hall. The candle
threw & gleam glong it, but its extremi-
ties were swathed in deep shadows, Mr.
Maverick peered searchingly inte this
obscurity, and then, stealthily raising
his finger, he pointed toward the thick-
est gloom,

“There it ig [ he munrmured, in a
searcely andible voice. “I raw 1t move!
See—in a lor.g gray dressinc-gown—sce !

Ha ! it's gone I
“But surcly, John, my #vesare as good
as your, and rather better. If there
were anvthing, why wouldn’tit be vigible
to me 88 well »8 to vou?

“Heaven knows, Maria! but it is only
some orzal izetions that are susceptible
to apparitions [ saw the fizure move,
and the gleam of its white face, Bt
where can it have disappeared ? Hark !”

A long, heavy sigh, as of a breathing
heavily oppressed, was distinetly audi-
ble in the intense slillness, It scemed
to eomse from close at hond, and vet it
was impessible to fix the directior.
immediately following it, there wesa
creaking eound from the starrcase bebnd

“I did hear a noise tlen,” ehe whis-

.

“He mus! have pased close by us and
gone down,” returned the husband. “I
had a colil fieling, a moment ago, as
from a dranght of icy air. Come—let us
follow it up.”

They dezeerded a amto 1he lower
atory ; bt overvitiane 1there apreared
exactly a2 when they had lefs 1t. The
wind had mnow legen to srice, and,
sweeping geroas the naked, white ficlds,
whispered sud muttered abowt the old
house, as if it bad some sad secret to
comwmunicate, The two hunters in this
ghastly chase were now in tle diniog-
room, a sombre apartment, with a por-
trait over the mantlepiece of an clderly
mau in a gray surtont, The frame of this
Eﬂm,it was fastened inlo the wall, and

ad orenpied ils present positien  sinee
an unknewn date, Theoriginal of the
portrait was also unknown, but iy was
supposed the smcide of the lezend, Mr.
Maverick stocd gezing up at it, g8 if ex-
necting Bome sion oflife in those dark,
traubled feitwe-,

“The story ig,” he eaid, o the tremu-
lous urdertore which had eome to be his
manner of tpecen dnring the last haif
hour, *thaf, on the evening of his desth,
he went vut to the harn to chop wood.,
Wirile there, a mess-nger came to him
from the village with the terrible news
which——"

He stopoed, and his wife and be stood
staring into each other’s eyes. Fiom the
direction of the barn came a anll, mnf-
fled sound, repeated regularly at short
intervals,

“There be is now " exclaimed Maver-
ick, speaking with difficulty., “He’s at
work again, just asbe was fifty yeais ago,
W hat a fearful thing this is! Where is
the laniern?”

“Don’t go out, Jokn! Oh, den’t!” en-
treated his wife. “In your excited con-
dition, and in this freezing air, it will
kill yoo—T know it will "

“I ' must go, Maria,” he replied, with a
sort of desperation, “To sit still and feel
that vou are haunted would be wor:e
thar: death. Bo long as | am on its tracks
| can bear it. You stay here; call me if
yon seg or hear anything.”

The lamtern was procured, and Maver-
ick set forth. He reached the barn,
ploughing his way through the ciisp
snow, and found the door partly open.
He threw it back and locked in,” A pile
of uncut logs lay at one side; the saw
borse, with the saw leaning against it,
stood near. The axe was nowhere to be
seer, nor were there anv irace of its
having been recently . Afer listen-
ing and looking for a few moments, he
closed the door and fastened it, and tora-
ed again towsrd the house,

From where he now stood the windows
of the dining room were visible, lighted
up by the candle which he had leit there,
At one of the windows, vutlined against
the light behind, he saw the tigure of his
wife apparenlly looking out for him.
But immediately afterward he saw, or
thought he saw, the shape of 8 man mov-
ing to and fro in the room behind ber.
The shape approached her,and Maverick
with a thrill of horror, recognized the
same apparition whose vague contours
he had beheld in the obscarity of the
entry. Mre. Maverick stirred unessily,
but did nos look round, though the mys-
terious shape eeemed 1o be close at her
shonlder, With a ery of warning to her.,
Maverick leapt forward and ran toward
the house. Ipstaatly the figure shrank
backward, and flitting across the room,
vanished apparently in the direction of
the firep'ace. It was as if the portrait
had come down friom the frame during
his absence, and ha:d sgain retired to it.

1le buret into tbe honse and staggered
into the diningroom. His wife, turning
from the window, met him with a ques-
tioning look, and with only so much
diroom o a8 might n:iunlly be

is own panic stricken aspect.

“Did you find anything, dear? she

“dood God, woman !" he gasped ont,
“do you mean (o say you saw nothing—
felt nothing?™

“What should I feel, Johu?” she de-
manded,in & troal tone,

“Tt—the spectre—him !” cried Maver-

ick, pointing at the portrait, which
frowned hegd them from its fnnn.:.
=“No has been in this room that

I kmow of.” returned Mrs. Maverick, in
4 quivering voice, while the tears spmnh:
w her eyes. “Oh, my poor W
shall I do for yw?'"

v.

His agitation and the ¢hill occasiened
by his visit to the bara bad put Maver-
ick into such a state that he yielded at
lengih 1o his wife's entreaties that he
would take a hot bath and goto i»:d, The
bath room was a narrow apartment off
the upper emiry, awkwardly arranged
so that the only window was a narrow
opening near the top of the partition
between the bathroom and the front
bedroom. As Maverick lay in the bath
his back was toward this window. Mrs,
Maverick was in the bedroomn; he could
hear her movingabou:" there. Eat pres-

ently a faint sound, as of something gen- | you

tly and cantiously pressing against the
partition, or slo’ prushing against it,
roveed his attention;ia an instant to the
acutest pitch, With a sudden movement
he torned
glance at the window. It was en

A strange, sombre face had been flatten-

gd nst the pane, and had been watch-
ing him—who could tel how long? It
vanished instantly like a shadow, and

without a sound, bat Maverick seen
it. He uttered a frantic cry, scrambled
m the bath, wra the heated

his head and threw a swift | lief.

gmn it in aun almost fainting condition.
e was but vaguely conscious that hLis
wife was moving him into an easier
ition. and tucking warm wraps abont
itn; thea he smelt brandy, and, mecha -
ically openinghis lips, felt the fiery < uff
trickle down his unaccustomed throat.
He wondered where the brandy came
from; and in the midst of his surmises
fell asleep.

Suddenly, after how lone an interval
he knew not, he was broad awake, with
afeeling that something was poing to
bhapper, He waslsi
one arm outside the eoverlid; the culy
light in the room came from the remain=
of & coal tire in the open erate, Awazhe
though he wme, Maverick did nat fully
cpen his eyes, or shilt his position; he
r2mained absolut Iy without waction,
and with hiseyehds down, But he conll
gee that gray fipure gliding stealthily
across the room. and Jdrawine nearer sl
nearer to him. The lower part of its face
was muflled in some odd drapery; but
the eyes were revealed, amd they were
fixed steadfastly on Maverick’s eonnte- |
nance. What did the tl iog mean (o do
to him? Where was Mrs,
Maverick’s limba seen ed bound with
iron; he could not stir, nor utter an:
ound; but his whole hody geemed (o e
made of eyes and ears. It was standing
cluse beside him now, an extending its
arm, it laid its ccld fingers upen Maver
iek’s wrist, The touch was as liehit as a |
feather, but Maverick feit it throngh
every nerve of his organistn,  Then the
cold fingers left his wrist, and crent slow-
ly upward toward his theoat, Th
broke from his forehead, and bis hearn |
trembled and stcod still. The pext in- |
stant, with a low snarl of Jesperation,
M‘a\'aril.'k had sprang from the bed, and
zeiz>d in a frantic grasp the hurly figure
of Dr, Tiblets, his wife’s uncle,

VI

“But what eonld T do, John de
pleaded Mis. Maverick the next d
uncle hadn't fsllen down upstairs all
this wouldu’t have happened; bnt as it
was, I didn’t dare tell you it was uncle,
for fesr you world do something violent,
I had askeil him to come here, without
your knowing it, in order to form an
opivion, if possible, as to your condition
by feeling your pulze ahd examining yon
when you were asleep, or inany way
unaware of his presence.  Buot when yon
began hunting him in tl at wild way
with a revolver, what could | do but trv
to persuade you that you were mistake.,?
Avd as for poor unile, he was nearly
scared to death; and if he hadn't been
very kind; he would have run out of the
house at once and left you to your fate,”

“You nearly balme that fimeup in
the hall,” added Dr. Tibbets, chuckling.
“You heard me breathing just inzide the
embrasure of thespare ronm door; and it
that stair badn't creaked, by the merey
of vai:lenm-,)iuh! then, and got you ofl
the reent, I'd have besn a dead man,
Thewu the slamming of that old barn door
gave me a chance 10 communicate with
Maria; but—well, exccse me from pass-
ing such auother night for anybody!*

*And what do voun think is the matter
with nim?" asked Mre, Mayerick !”

“Lack of goed ale and outdoor air—
and doctors I"” replied the old gentlemnn.
“l tell you, Maverick, doctors are the
best company going; and the ouly way
to get along withouat thewm i3 to have ons
to dinner once a week,”

“Well,” said Maverick,“I'll begin with
you at cur Christmas dinner to day. Al-
ter aghost, even a doctor is a relief”
Juiian Hawthorne,

Atthe Gate.

Ab, love I see your boudoir light
Already shining like a star;
1 bad 8o much to tell to-night,
1 wish our walk were twice as far!
The eyes that watch in skies above
Beem kindly smiling on us, love.

The latchet of the littie gate
Lifts haif reluctantly, as though
It knew what secret longings wait
in my heart, some sign to show
hut bids them fearlessly te rise
And seek an answer in your eyes.

And while unconaciously we stand
Together here, & momeni's spree,
The gentle pressure of your hand.
The shy expression on your face,
Comes like Love's messenger in quest
Of what 8o long ego you gueesed.

Beneath the lealy vines the dew
Has lately kissed, asilver gleam
Of moonlight falling over you
akes you the image of a dream
That comes forever in my sleep
As if & memory to keep,

A viejon fair » ho naver spenks:
But io the smile | always ser
Bteal softly o'er the rounded  heoks
There secns 8 Message Senl 1o meo,
Be l“imu ite kind interpreter,
And whisper to me, love, of her.

l'nrryon. it 18, when [ am blind,
Of whom I dream; and now, awake,
Deloved, tell me 1 may find
It true when slumber's fetters break.
With but her smile take leave of me,
And | shail know ite mystery]
—Times-Democrat.

Balvation 0il, the greatest cure on earth for
pain, hasmade a most brilliant debur, Ajl
druggists and dealers in medicines seil it 8t
ZHoentas & botile,

R

Feorgot Something After Al).

Bloomshy, who isout on therosad a
great deal, is qnite forgetful. When
packing Ins valise to o away he iz preity
apt to forget something whose loss some-
times canses him not only a little ineon-
venience. Tle last time he went out Lis
wife told him to think of the articles he
wished to take and then to tie striogs
around his fingers to represent each one.
As fast as he pat an article in his valise
he could take off a string, 8o that if any
gtrings were left he would know in time
that ae had forgotten something. He
concluded to follow her adviee, and the
articies he wished to take and the strinzs
on his finzers corresponded exacily.

“This time,” he said, prondlv, as he
lai1 down his valise to go to breakfast,
“T have the satisfaction of knowing that
I haven't forgotten anything.”

An hour later he was well on the way
to Kankakee. Suddenly it struck him
that he had forgotten something.

Maverick? _.; .
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DEBILITY FEA DECAL
A Life Experlence. Remarkable and
guick cures. Trial Packages. Send

etamp for sealed particulars, Address
Dr. WARD & CO. Louisiana, Mo.
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For Sale by all Stationers,
THE ESTERBROOK STEEL PEN CO.,
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B. H. DOUGLASS & SONS’
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thouzht a moment and then groaned.
Ite had neglected to bring his valise.
Sin Franciscan.

“Speakiog of coughing,” says Mra. Partin
ion, “uollatrlll eough ?Iﬁ thieir face gets biac
and blue and never think of buying s bottle
of Dr. Bull’'s Cough S8yrup.”™
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n Grand street, the displays o oliday
goods in the windows and stalls, baskers
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all surts of novelties and Christmas goods,
make up a seene that puts Donnybrook
fairs anx Oriental bazaars to shame.

PrLAIN QuEsTIONS FoR INVvALIDS— Have
the routine medicines of the profession done
no ? Are you diseouraged and
miseranle? If no‘smt the Bmperﬂes of the

t Vegetable Specific, Dr. WALKER's
E‘ LIFORNIA VINEGAR BITTERS, the finest
invigorant, ve and alterative that
has ever seen the light, and you will find re-

A secondecrop of ripe strawberries has
just been e:hl&ted in pérsn Valley, Cal.
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Coughs, Croup and Whooping Coughe
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Tuke Taylor's Cherokeo remedy

OF SWEET GUM AND MULLEIN

pot gum from A tree of the same
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