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R e
SCENES IN NAPLES.
stropolis of Ifaly a Great
”&: that Seems Far Back
in the Past.
Decidedly Uncomplimentary Com—
ments Upoa the Character of
Its People.
omtdoor Lodgers
The three gities in Italy which the
ler most  interesting  are
Rome. Vedﬁ‘lld Naples, writes a cor-
t from the last-named city to
Francisco i hronicle, and the
interest eacite stands in the order
h.u*:;mplmd. Considering
the number of pages it filled in the
world's mmshould offer more
egticements to the tourist. So also
should Pisa, Lucca, and other cities
in the north, whose deeds are recorded
s length in Sismondi’s “Italian Ram-
bles.” But though every part of Italy
o its legrnds, its queer customs, and

The San

souly the great cities or the places of
fuionable winter resort that presemt
afficient allurements to retain the
gwift and unresting secker after the
wotld's novelties. As to Milan, it is
but too enterprising and
oo modern to suit the taste of the mi-
American, who sees at home
s much of life im the active form
sshe desires. Naples is still ancient
end dreamy enough in spite of the ef-
forts of modern enterprise to infuse
some of the spirit of progress into its
inbabitants. What medicine is there
drastic enough to cure the malady of
traditional idleness? What invigorat-
ing remedies can enable the system to
suocesslully resist the languors of a
climate whose soft airs seem to invite
to everlasting repose? So it is half
swake, yet dreaming, while representa-
tives of the northern nations, Germans
principally, though the English colony
are numerous, try to infuse the energy
of the cooler regions into its veins,
whose stagnant blood is filled with a
latant fire. The passion of its people
Ia, like that of its voleanoes, ready to
burst out at any moment.
There are symptoms of progress, ed-
meational, industrial even, but they are
slight, and they do not seem as yet to
touch the seat of the disorder. To the
American visitor who comes here full
of the life and movement of his own
- sunfry the great and not unbesutiful
_ "ty mems far back in the past. It is
‘more modern than Pompeii, but has it
~mally made any sdvances on that
‘memorable city of the dead? It curves
e green sickle of its quiet shores
sbout the blue waters of its tranquil
bay. Vesuvius lifts forever its un-
qmenchable torch beside it, and its peo-
~ ple, idle or laborious, according to their
secial station, their necessities, or their
imberited customs, labor, dream,
drowse, sleep, lounge, saunter, or in-
dulge in characteristic amusements
much a8 they did s century ago, or
long before the railroad startled the
quist of the valleys and disturbed the
murmer of the sleeping sea.
Thers are among the Neapolitans
- Bome very admirable persons, but as a
whole the manners of the people are in
marked contrast to those of the citizens
of Bome. At Naples the lower classes
we vicious and disagreeable [he
boatman who takes you on shore from
the steamer, and the coachman, whose
draft snimal is neither & horse nor a
pony, but somewhere between the two,
will end to llect a fabul
smount of money from you if you do
motstand constantly on the defensive.
 The conductor of the street-car is often
oot of humor, and scowls upon you.
with you qp shght provosation, and it

|
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its quaint rural modes of existence it |

years may sometimes be heard to de-
clare that they are the most industri-
ons people in the workl, It is trae
that in traversing the conntry one  sees
them forever in theiv ficlis and vine
vards harid at work and scemingly full
of vigor in spite of the enervating cli-
mate. In the city iteell there 18 also s
certain amount of activity to be seen
everywnere. The life of a great ecity
conld not move on withont it.  Shop-
keepera are busy. Shoemakers are car-
rring on their trade in the streets, not
only in the daytime, but far into the
night. The lemonmle sellers, whe
have thier queer apparatus on the
street cormers, and who vend a glass
of lemonace aml water for 1 cent, car-
ry on a brisk trade.

The large class of traders who make
and dispose of ornaments in lava and
coral as sonvenirs seek custom with un-
tiring assiduity, thongh fashion ne
longer decorates itselt with either of
these specialities.  As a classthey have
a keenness bordering ishonesty, for
thera can be nothing precions abont
lava so near such a sonree of snpply as
Vesuvius, and the coral lisheries turnish
far more of that pretty material than
the world wants. Then their gold is
almost always pinchbeek and  their
work bad. A branch of the coral trade
is earried on by n class of itinerant
vendera with the steamers that visit
the port. No sooner is the steamer
fairly at her anchorage than the deck is
alive with them, and covered with their
pink wares, spread out in every avala.
ble spot. They have a sliding scale of
prices, the minimum bf which repays
them amply. There ar:, bosides these
classes, the laborers of the manufactur-
ing establishments belonging to indi-
viduals or the government. But all
this individual activity and industry
fails to remove the slumberous impres-
sion made by Nuaples on the traveler
accustomed to the quicker and more
energetic movements of the chillier
north. A vast proportion of the popu-
lation is still unemployed, still sleep-
ing, lounging. and conveying the dolce
far mente idea which seems to be in-
separable from southern Italy.

In books of travels written thirty or
forty years ago one reads much of the
Naples lazzaroni, who subsisted entire-
ly on macaroni, which they devoured
in strings several vards in length, and
fairly incumbered the pavements with
their presence. They are said to have
disappeared, and this fact is given as
an evidence of the industrial progress
of the city. It is possible that they
have disappeared, but the number of
those who can sleep as tranquilly the
night through on a stone pavement as
on a spring mattress still astonishes the
person who knows the luxury of a com-
fortable bed.

Nearly all these persons are said to
have honest emplovment. at least those
who pass the night on the sidewalks of
the principal streets. The summer
nights are warm, and the architecture
of Italian cities, like that of France,
forbids all sensible means of ventila-
tion. So when night comes the deni-
gens of the close quarters in the nar-
rower streets swarm out into the more
airy thoroughfare, where they ensconce
themselves on the pavements, on the
steps of adjacent churches, or in any
place whers they are not in danger of
being troddem on or run over and a
breath of zea wind renders respiration
possible. The person who has read of
the lazzaroni in books and is pleased
with the tradition can regard all these
street sleepers as belonging to the class
if he sees fil. They pass their nights as
did the lazzaroni, and as to honest oc-
cupation, though they may have it, it
is no doubt often imaginary. Italy is
exceedingly indulgent to the poor.
They can sleep where they please—on
the sidewalks, about the fountains, on
the steps of churches, with their heads
resting on the foot of the altar, or in
the muddle of the street—so long as
they do not endanger their own lives
and impede the still restrieted com-
merce of the country. In Milan and
other eities of the north there is less
slecping in the open air, for the mu-
nicipalities have other use for the
public thoroughfares and do not oare
to encowrage mendicity.

A Vast Difference.
BSome went out West,
With eager zest,

For some land and s bome to galn;
To work with might, .
From dawn till night,

Aad ‘“border settlers’’ became;
While some went East,

To work the least,
Which they did with eager accord;

Johnay's Opinion of Huntingten.

“Yes. Johnny, C. P. Huntingten was
omoe & poor Connecticut Yankee ped-
dler, and tramped it over the coumtry
with his pack on his back.”

“How'd he git so rich?"

By being economical and constantly
working hard.”

**What'll he do with his money when
be dies?"

“Leave it to his relations, I sup-

pose.

“Then he will have worked all his
life for other people's bemefit, wom's
he?”

"Im“,“

“Well, then, he's a fool, that's what
be is; and I don’t want to be no Humé-

1Bg100."~Keniucky Siaie Journah

OPlum IN CHINA.

Nomerous Laws Forbiddine the

Emoking of the Drug InefMectual.

A correspundent of The New Orleans
Picayune writes: The public docu-
menis of China state that opium was
onee a notorions contraband article in
that conntry.  The laws of China are
promuleated by [:uhhu- mlicts of the
vmperor.  Umder Rea-King opinm was
rerarded as a medicine, and admotted
into the ports of China only under
henvy duty.

The viceroy of Canton forbade its nse

partook of corporal pumshments.
posure in the pllory, banishment, and
savery, with strangulation, was resort-

vice, but all to no purpose.

(ever
wwallow compunction of conscience is
no  great  wonder: piratical opium
erafts, ealled rabs, or serambling
Aragons, cruized aronnd the offing, and
t hbecnne neeessary to establish fresh
aws to drive them away. Yet, when
the acts of a whole people and its gov-
rnment conenr to show that a law has
it ean not be sur-
prising that ordinary subjects, bound
hv neither alligianes nor by affection,
shoubl pay these laws a serupulous re-

spect.,

fallen into d sn-e,

Linton and Wampoa were the prom-
inent places for mandavin to trade.
Canton seventeen out of every twenty
persons smoke. The growth of the
poppy is eultivated on the hills, and
ipmim dens are as plentiful in China as
din-shops in Eongland. These places
wre generally fittel up with bamboo
sereens hung before the door, and it is
o these resorts that all grades flock,
from the pampered official to the abject
menial.

How easy it is to trace man's charac-
teristic eraving for lnxury in this viee.
When opium-smoking was considersd
i idle pastime only the sons of for-
tune, wealthy travelers, and the mem-
bers of the court gave excessive indul-
genee to it, but when its use descended
to laborers and tradesman it e d to

ed to to exterminate this degrading |

In |

practiced: parents are allowed to de
stroy their female offspring when nsh-
ervil into 1 fe, and to sell their dangh-
ters as slaves for immoral purposes.
The first of these acts here wonld be
punished by death; the last has its own
abhorrance.

Our neighbors the French are not
more ceremonions than the Chinese: a
countenance always lit with that inane
smile together with a eringing address
may hide, however, much insincerity
and cruelty. They are far behind the

| tareeks and Romans in taste and refine-

m 1873, and the penalty for smoking |
Ex- |

That thesa measures should lead trade |
ready with its lynx eyes) to |

ment; in painting -as in senlpture they
are mere povices, their wretched at-
tempt at landscapes justify the cariea-
tures they make of the human face and
figure.

Their music i® execrable, consisting
of inharmonious, neisy sounds; their
minds are too obtuse to be susceptible
to fine impressions. In the grotesque
they excel; in flowers and fish and in

| carvings of ivory and other materials

they have no equals.

The Chinese Iaws mays contain
pressions condemnatory of opinm, and
these pressions may be used sincere-
ly; but it is impossible for an observer
of human nature not to see these senti-
ments oceupy a secondary place in the
mind of that great nation.

Whence Come Our Great For-
tunes ?

Most of the great fortunes of the
United States, those that are unduly
great, are ascribed to the rapid devel-
opment of the means of transportation
and the facility with which those means
have been ocentered in comparatively
few hands. The general sense of the
nation is that this concentration of
power, of wealth is an evil, and that it
would be much better if we could have
had the development of the transporta-
tion interests that we have had with a
greater diffasion of the power and
wealth that have attended them. The
founders of our republic thought

they were establishing ecivil in-
stitutions where enormous for-
tunes  were comparatively  un-

known. A hundred years have hardly

be considered a fashionable custom.
We find it, at this period, regarded in
a politieal and financial rather than a
moral light.

The importation of opium and the
exportation of silver occupied in a
short time no secondary place in the
Celestial empire. Agitators rated the
drug a poison; to some it proved a
balm. It is really wonderful to see
how far habit oversteps (with poor hu-
manity) the boundaries of reason and
common prudence.

China fostered, encouraged, and sus-
tained, in a peculiar manner, the use
of this stimuluting medicine. It is re-

as the “Materin Medica” of Le
Shechin of the Ming dynasty. and is
called “Afooyung.” After becoming
habituated to its use a restless longing
demands its continuance at regular in-
tervals. It is destructive of time, inju-
rious to and interest, and yet
dear to some even as life. It enfeebles
the breath, wastes the body, bleaches
the teeth, and sallows the complexion.
The periodical desire for it comes
ronnd with tottering limbs, trembling
eves, filmy with childlike tears, and,
when appeased, rushes ita victim be-
yond recovery.

There are three kinds of opium; one
is black and comes from Bengal, the
red is from Madras, and the white from
Bombay. England claims all these
places. Some opium vietims think the
“home article’’ does not yield the need-
od stimulus; they are choice and dainty,
preferring foreign exports. It has fre-
quently been compared to the tobacco
lead, but that doss not destroy the com-
stitution. While the poppy needs a
rich, fertile bed. tobacco may be culti-
vated om s barren soil; yet, motwith-
standing, where the former is raised its
influence is widespread and balefal.

In the history of Formoss we learn
that the natives were active and ener-
getie, but a people called Europeans
came there and by means of opium
seduced them. causing a mania for this
drug to spread through the whole na-
tion. All the Chiness, however, are
not addicted to this habit.

Maces were first smoked. Much of
the narcotic power is lost by combus-
tion. A small pellet is placed in the
bowl of the pipe, which, when applied
to the ]amp, emits a bright flame, burn-
ing rapidly, so that the smoker only
gets one good inhalation and one or two
successive poor ones before it is ex-
hsusted The same pipe oannot be
smoked twice. Some boil the opium in
water, retaining the inflammable or
resinous portion.

Missionaries have claimed that the
opium trade is the main obstacle to the

lics in Canton mix the Virgin and the
calendar saints with the gods. Con-
fucius is confounded with Christisnity
and the worship of Buddha with that of
Christ.

The advance made by the Chiness
nation in the arts have been hindered
materially. Their moral maxims are
like tinkling sounds, addressed to the
ear instead of the heart. They have
been called a cruel race, but opinions
differ on that point

Custom and the law reconcile them

w much that they do.  Infanticide i

P d—certainly not a long time in
national life—when the largest indi-
vidual fortune of the world is aceredit-
ed to the United States, and there are
others that approximate this in magni-
tude, and many of them dating back to
less than one-fifth of & century. In the
matter of private wealth, we have
clearly departed from the ideas of our
fathers. In this departure is there ad-
herence to the stern principles of re-
publicanism with which our country
started out, and have these growths
been fortuitous, exceptional, -easily
swallowed up in the gemeral growth
and prosperity of the country, so that
the spirit of our institutions is un-
changed, and are these fortunes to be
dissipated in an early succeeding gen-
eration and not be replaced by others
df equal or greater magnitude and
greater in number? The instincts of
the nation are that danger lurks in any
other solution of these inquiries than
in the line of suppression of causes
that have made these fortunes possible.
Nor can the subject be dismissed on the
ground that. in the development of the
use of the physical forces of steam and
electricity that this generasion has
seen, there is inherent this aggregation
of wealth in few hands. The disproof
of this is that in European countries
that have enjoyed a like favorable de-
velopment with ourselves in wealth,
barring that which came from our vir-
gin territory, such developments of the
physical forces in their administration
and the sccompanying emolnments
have not been centralized upon a few.
—Popular Science Monthiy.

How to use Pianos in Summer.
“In the hot weather a piano shoull
not be placed in a hot room or left open
in a draft of air, for dampness is ils
most dangerous enemy. It causes the
strings and tuning-pins to rust and the
cloth used in the construction of the
keys of action to swell, whereby the
mechanism will move sluggishly or
often stick together. Continued damp-
ness will also injurionsly affect the
varnish and raise the soft fibers of th-
sounding board, thus forming rdges.
Extreme heat 18 scarcely less injurious.
A pisno should be closed when not in
use, in order to prevent the accumula-
tion of dust, pins. etc, on the soun-
h‘bultd.n‘yﬁilshukl be opener -
occasionally and daylight allowed to
sirike the keys; :
may turn yellow. An India rubber or
cloth eover should protect the instru-
ment from bruises and seratches.
Moths may be kept out of a piano by 3
of camphor wrapped in soft pa-

The College He Prefers.

“What college do you intend sending
your son toP” asked an Allegheny gen-
tleman of another this morning.

*] thought of sending him to Harvard.
but now [ am thinking more favorabl
of Columbisa.™

“Indeed; why have you changed your
opinion?"’

“Well, Columbia outrowed Harvard
at the recent trial. Youn see, I wan!
my som to have the best edueation th
country affords.””. -Pitlsburgh Chrqn

American Nationalism.
The one grave question in which our
roeinl and political fabric s now in-
volved is the important one that tonches

s the expediency or inexpadieney of a re-

strietedd foreign imnueration, and as this
influx of humanity continues to steadily
pour upon our shores, in time it must
beeome the most prominent for the
sagacions legislator to consider. The
ontlook for the peace and prosperity of
the country forecasts even in the mind
of the most plulanthropic an alarming

atate of affairs, aml no man can be
regarded as an alarmist when  the
question 18 disenssed from a  lib-

eral and patriotie standpoint, for our
national individoality has drifted so far
from its original moorings that on every
side the inquiry is oftenest asked by the
thoronghly Americanized, Whither are
wa going as a nation at this break-neck
speed, inereasing in rapudity with each
aew foreign arrival, and when, aml at
what point, shall a halt be demanded in
our social disorders, and a sentiment
cultivated to check the brazen corrnp-
tions that ramify almost every public
trust? The canses that produee these
conditions are apparent; and to bring
such a startling condition of affnirs to a
standstill, whenes American progress
and sovial contentment and public hon-
exty can be shaped to itz original pur-
the antitheses of these canses
must be brought into play, gradnal in
their reactionary movement, or, if need
he, by a sweeping abrogation of & sys-
tem to which these evils may be traced.
No other nation has the same
heterogeneity as ours in race, in belief
and in instinet. Every impulse, in
fact, and every sentiment that may be
attributed to a rational being is among
us and of us, a potent factor for evil or
for good to the commonwealth. The
people of the South, especially in the
rural distriets, have pot felt this evil as
other portions of the country have ex-
perienced, for 1o any large eity in the
Eastern or Western States the five types
of man may bhe found intermingling,
but all striving heroically to maintain
their race  individuality even to the
ditfuse dialects of the fatherland, and

pose,

the balance of power in all political
actions, which is a grievous fact.

The iime was when America needed
population to people her unexplored
Western domain, and a warm welcome
was extemded to all that sought her
flag, but since she has been made the
mere dumping ground of the vilest ele-
ments of the human species, this feeling
of weltome to the land of liberty and
civil equality has changed rather to a
senge of suspicion and growing disgust.
And what bas produced this feeling but
the manner in which the kindness of a
free eountry has becn accepted. Out of
this deminant conglomerate of foreign
ignorance and audaeity, these swarming
refuge seekers who conceive of govern-
ment as do petty tyrants, who bring
with them the seed of a rninous social-
ism and commun snm. who dissem nate
a savage nihilism and anarchy even be-
fore the laws, the enstoms or the lan-
puage of the country is understood. why
the alarm evory day is becoming more
prevalent that America is dangerously
nearing the preeipice of a great national
disturbance. Yot this state of affairsis
traceable to what the sentimental hu-
manitarian  and sponting demogosne
delights to characterize as a philan-
thropy that opens wide its arms to the
oppressed of all nations, while nnder
the beneficient invitation, called the
immigration laws, philanthropie Amer-
ica herself is becoming oppressed by a
growing ineubus that peisons every
spring of the soc al state, political and
religious. For no sooner does the ref-
ugee—ino often an agiator in disgnise
—become a citizen through the absurd-
Iy rapid process of naturalization, than
invariably he aligns himself with s con-
stitueney where his own nat onality is
dominant and where a majority cares
not so much for the institutions of his
adopted government as he wishes to
learn the purchasing power of his vote.
Thus the house of refuge is being grad-
ually but surely turned into a multitude
of foreign factions and ideas. The
truly American, no matter how re-
motely through a line of ancestors, or
how immediately throngh his own aet
he has undertaken to support this gov-
ernment in its original purity. has
stood aloof and looked on with indiffer-
ence long enough. After he has watch-
o the tendency he must not, nor can
he longer regard with apathetic con-
ecern the action of the mewly fledged
citizen, who straightway endeavors to
cngraft his imported ideas, however
crnde, or else throws himself unre-
servedly into the arms of a scheming,
unprineipied leader that knows as lit-
tle about A merica, her institutions and
aims as h.# blind follower. It is & tru-
ism which weeds only to be repeated
that no government can be stable un-
less there is 3 homogeneity among its
ruling elements, and also no true patri-
otism ean subsist among a people an-
less there is a sentiment of unity in the
support of the adminmistrative funetions.
That this unity is the same a< it was one
hunidred years aco or fifty vears ago,
oo one will pretend to admit; that
we are less American than we were fif-
teen years ago or five years age, no one
will prete ul to deny.  The causes that
have produeed these uncontroverted
facts are 1oo glaring to bs restated.
only to say that the day should be
l;rn.llght to aclose when Ameriea shall
be the dumping ground of every
pauperized, ignorant and i ‘
species of the human rece.—

arm and Banch.

seb- Telegroph.

it is their constant boast that they hold !

PEN AND PAPER.

Handwriting is as much an exprea-
sion of character as idress or speach.

The cut, tha eolor, and the arrange- |
ment of the dress inilicates the position,
taste and inclination of the wearer; the
tone of voies, the pronunciation. and
the thought expressed in speech 18 &
complete index to the individual who
holds your attention, and not less oer-
tainly does the color of ink used, the
shape and quality of paper, and the
fashioning of the characters in & writ-
ten communication tell the story of the
personality of the inditer

To be sure we are governed or fashion-
ad in each by certain arbitrary rmlea pe-
culiar to the time and place, but it is in
the adaptation of these mandates that
the individual erops ont.

At one time no dress was complete
without a tral, and it was in its man-
agement that a woman's grace or awk-
wardness was apparent.

It was an individual surviving under
herenlean difficulties that led a certain
young man to be spoken of Iately as “a
sensible, respectable dude.™

The soft tones and smooth, gramati-
cal sentences of educated persons are
noticeable even when marred by the
drawling tones wsthetie enlture gives,
or the twang the Yankee atmosphers
imparts.

Thus does an unobstrusive color of
ink, heavy, plain paper, and neatness
of the sheet, indicate the lady or gen-
tleman, notwithstanding the style of
handwriting in vogne.

Fiity years ago, the very delicate,
very regular, very slanting characters
of the Italian stvle of handwriting was
in use; this. while lacking in eharacter,
possessed the one recominendation of
legribility.

Then came in the English style, very
square, very imposing, stately as Brit-
annia berself. but wholly illegible.

At this time we have in use, gener-
erally, a happy combination of both,
and perhaps at no former time has
more importance been attached to let-
ter writing than at present.

Business men consider it a most es-
sential dignity to maintain, and their
handsomely engraved letter-heads and
carefully dictated and neat type-written
mail are carefully considered indiea-
tions of their business standing.

It was formerly believed that illsgi-
bility and baste indicated enterprise
and promptness; but while they do ot
entirely abandon money-saving and
time-saving, they now consider beauty-
saving as well.

In letter-writing it is demonstrated
that it is practicable to combine useful-
ness and legibility.

Ladies of leisure can have no excuse
for such an omission, which in them
would be at once unladylike and dis-
courtecus.

They are aided in this work by the
perfect pens, perfect paper. and perfect
ink of the day.

Steel pens are most generally used in
preference to the more expensive gold
ones at one time considered indispensa-
ble.

The variety and excellence of paper
is unlimited for ladies’ use, but the
heavy, cream-laid, moderate-sized
sheet, unrnled, is considered in most
elegant taste.

The sheet may be simply ornament-
ed by the address of the writer, the
street, and number, or, il suburban,
the name, as “‘Rosebush Villa,”" in
plsin, handsome engraving. We learn
that Mrs. Cleveland uses stationery
adorned with her monogram in beraldie
fashion, and the motto in Latin,
“Where bees are, there is honey," and
perhaps this will lead to innovations.

The use of sealing-wax, recently in-
troduced, met with a hearty reception
at first, but lately we see but little of
its use. The convenient self-sealing
envelopes, for which wax seais are
superfluous, are too neat and expedient
to be immediately superseded. — Chicago
Ledger.

He Wanted Training.

A hard-looking specimen of human-
ity was leaning against a freight-ear in

s Dakota town when = citizen ap-
proached him and said: -
“Looking for a job?"

“Bet [ am, capt'n.”

*Think you could abuse s man?"

“Reckon I could ef he want too big.”

«Call him a liar snd a fraud and &
hypocrite and a thief?"”

«Can when thar haint no danger.”

“Could you accuse him of having
been in jail and say he was tarred and
feathered and was & fit subject for an
fmbecile asylum?”

*Guess I could.”

“Any objection to reading s piees
five or six times a day in whieh it is
claimed that he poisoned his grand-

mother and blew up his native village

“Are you willing to throw bad egge
and mushy turnips at him every time
he begins to speak?”

“If he wont get mad."”

“Would you mind kicking him down
stairs occasionally and then tramping
on him and shooting at him and whoop-
ing when he tries to run?”

“‘No objecuns, pardner.”

“You're the man [I'm lookin' for,
then, and I'll hire you for one month.
I'm going to be a candidate for the leg-
islature next tall and I want to train
and get in good condition before the

A STRANGE RELIGIOUS RITE.

The PPtouns Fxereise 'eriormen by
Monlems @ razed with [Tnsheosh
In Snakim 1 heard the Moslems ot

this PIONS BXOTEIRE, amd the horror of

the unforgetable, says Plidlip Rolinson

in The tContemporary Hevow.  On sev-
aral oceasions, when the sonnd reached
me from afar, I thought it came from
one of the condensing steamers, aml so

probabiy to the last did the St e

jority of strangers.  Buat one midnizht
I was muking my way lack hom &
frieml'a quarters to my own wlen 1
heard the spectral somml conming from
a direction opposine to the ships. 1
stood and listened, and then deternnm
ed to follow it up. So m amd ont, up

and down the narrow, dark allevs of
the native town, I wandered in chase of
this ventriloguial  uprosr Pas-ing
along between two high mud walls, I
stumbled over o man who was cromehing
on the gl.‘lmlui_ aned at the same momend
a door opened and the whole volume of
a prodigious bark e therefrom.
Out of the door came a negro, reeling
as it deunk, and fell in a heap by the
gide of the man [ had stumbled over.
And then 1 saw thers were several
others sitting huddled np along the bot
tom of the wall, groaning from time to
time sl gasping m o most frizhttul
manner.  As the door remained ajar, |
[ peeped in, and the speetacle present-

ed was so extraordinary that [ ventured
to push it wider aml step inside into
the large courtyard upon which it op-
ened. No one noticed me, for every
one was engrossed as if bewitched, in
the religious function that was proceed-
ing. In the center siood a dervish, with
a book from which he was chanting. ©n
sither side, with torches in their hande
that flickered and spluttered as surely
torches never did before, stood two
aeolyte-like youths, who yelled a sort
of accompaniment to the dervish's
chant.

Arranged in a great semi-circle
around these officiating personages was
a ring of forty men, negroes and Arabs,
some bareheaded and nearly naked,
others in the complete eostume of the
well-to-do. They were holding each
other's hands, and whenever the der-
vish came to a pause the whole compa-
ny suddenly raised their joined hands,
and as suddenly brought them down
again. As they descended, every man
bowed his head as low as he could and
gave a deep, ventral “hough.” The
time they kept was so exact that the
forty barked like onc. On a sudden
the dervish stopped, the acolytes yelled
afresh, and then the company of de-
votees, pumping with their arms and
doubling up their bodies, proceeded to
a fearful competition of the lungs,
keeping in perfect unison. the barking
grew faster and faster and faster still,
until one by one the huge, brawny,
great-boned Africans reeled and stag-
gered out of the ring, leaned against
the walls, or fell exhausted, gnsping
and groaning, like heaps of rags. upon
the ground.

The sontagious deliriom of this amaz-
ing orgy was something dreadful to be-
hold. A few still held out, bat Lunt
and muffled in voice, and the torches
flashed and spluttered showing the
fainting men lying all around the court
tossing their arms about and raving un-
til it seemed as if the devils had heen
let loose on the earth. My own sensa-
tions were extraordinary, for L who
had only been looking on, felt actually
faint and out of breath, and | was glad
to get out of the conrt, with its reek of
men and stench of guttering torches.
As I went the voiees grew wenker anmd
weaker, and so died ont altogether; the
man who gave the last grant of all be-
ing the wimnner for the night of the
prize for piety. Next morning [ was
told that my adventure had really been
one of considerable risk, as many of
the men in these barking exercises are
mad drunk with hasheesh, aod the
whole company fanatically Mohamme-
dan. But I am glad | was not wise in
time, or I should never have seen one
of the most wonderful sights of my life.

The Popular Man.

A popular man must be easy and affable, and
pever do soything loutleh or laughanle,
must live without friction, be plain in his
dietion, and like & good fellow, pay up his
subscription.

He must keep & giad mean between gayness and
gravity, and keep well concealed all his
native depravity; spend cash rich and re-
gal, do nothing illegal, and keep his oye
peeled like & bald-headed eagle.

In drawing-room circles he must behave prop-
er, sod not blunder around Itke s lumb'-

ring clodhopper, be polite 10 the ladies—
gweet Susans and Sadies—and never raise
Cain, nor conlusion, nor hades. — Tid- Bits.

College Enowledge.

One-half of the normal schools of the
country are private schools.

America has 57 law schools, with 269
teachers and 2,686 students.

Thers are 32 distinctively soientifie
schools in the country, with 14.709 stu-
dents.

There are 14 medieal =chools in the
country, with 143 professors and 15,500
students.

There are 25 normal =chools in the
ecountry, with 1,937 mstructors and 60,-
0fS students.

Thers are 236 mstitutions n Amen-
ea for the higher education of women,
with 30,587 students

There are 146 theslogical seminaries
in Ameriea, with 5,290 students and
750 professors, an averige of one pro-

campaign opens.’' —Estelline Bell

fessor to every seven studenis. — Cincine
nads Limea- Star,

—

—




