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JHOLESALE
 PARDONINGOF -
GORVICTS

0 GIVEN LIBERTY AT ONE TIME &

WHEN CHIEF EXECUTIVE
DECIDES TO ABOLISH
LEASE SYSTEM.

JCTION FULFILLS THREAT

| gov. Donaghey Says He Had Made
" Repeated Efforts to Obtain Better
Conditions in Camps but
Had Failed.

Boe ment Explains Attituds and Rec-
. _pmmendations for Changes—Cites
Instances of Crueity.

Newspaper U'nion News Service,
ttle Rock, Ark.—Governor Dona- |

has pardoned 360 convicts in
as, Ile gave as his reason that

“eomditions w an and unbear-
and eprated efforts to ob-
tain relief by methods had failed. |

| Three cenvict camps in Arkansas
will be wiped out by the wholesale
. granting of pardons. These camps |
are the ones where convicts are leased |
» eontractors and do not include the

. eampe where conviets are employed In |

- Muilding state roads.

. The wholesals pardon of 360 con-

. wiets is a direct practical assault upon
¢ convict lease gystem in Arkansas.

" Jt will mean that when the lease of

present contractors js asked to be

d on January 1, the Peniten-
Beard either will have to aban-
a large part of the work on the
fatm, or refuse to remew the,
g The reduction is such that it |
il leave just enmough convicts to
m farm, and it will be
- the number of
“II! be Increased to such an ex-
‘fent they can be leased to contractors.
i hile, the governor will recom-
d that the legielature amend the
P t laws 80 as to do awa) with
@ convict lease system.

e
L

.

. @ three conviet farms effected are |

Demhia, Mississippi and Jefferson

‘Governor Donaghey has prepared a
g statement to the legislature in
m he gives all his reasons for the
W] le issnance of pardons.
‘He bogins his message as follows:
um Thirty-ninth General Aseem-

k‘m consistently fought the con- |
‘lease system ever since I -have

e in public office. In every pub-
‘#peech 1 have denounced it. As a

er of the Penitentiary Board, I
opposed it in every instance

it was at issue. Time after time

plead with the legislature to

bolish it. But in spite of my appeals
relief and the repeated protests of

@ people of this sfate.and the reports
‘of the Toard of Penitentiary manage-
\ment by its chairtan to the governor,

the messages transmitted by the.
to the past two Gemeral As- |
, all in ecpndemnation of this’

¥

penitentiary and county - farm
dease system, no adequate relief has
been given. The subject has been |
' r neglected by the Gemeral® As-
, partly due to a confusion of

1de % 1 what pin best t0 ndowt.
‘and partly due to .a disposition by,
‘some to let the matter remaln as it is,
the statement that the penll._'n
was not designed for a Sunday
" Governor Donaghey goes on to say

it the convict system of Arkansas
§-not designed for a “revengeful
He. says he has repeatedly
get action in the matter from
ature.
.governor tells how he obtained
formation regarding these camps

| says one could hardly believe the

TEMENT TO LECISLATURE

| 8lories told of it were not for papere
|to back up the truth. Following are
Iﬂ few P\u"llpl*li given by the govern:
0 ‘s statement -
“instance :\'a. 1: In Phillips county
am-nrtiims to the court records, two ne
| groes jointly torged mine orders for
| one guart of whiskey each. For this
effense, one of them wes convicted
and sent to the penitentiary for If
vears, and the other for 18 years
| When the reeerd of the circuit court
convicting them was .ebtained hy me,
a' once issued pardens for both of
them. They had no one te appear in
their behalf, and at the time 1 iseued
the pardons T was notified by the pen-
itentiary officials that after serving
rn=arly two vears of the time, the ne-
' #ro convicted for 36 years had died.

“Instance No. 2: During the year
1912 it was reported by the citizens
of Malvern that while working near
that town for a contractor on the rail-
| road, a voung white boy convict was
| compelled to work in the hot-sun while

he had a burning fever on him, that
|he was refused the necessary atten-
| tiom, and that the next day he died.
| Cencerning this matter, it was pub-
lished in the Times-Journal, a papet
| at Malvern, that information had been
chtained from the convicts that they
were fed mostly on sour pork and
bepns and were herded in cars at
nizht, 24 or 25 men to the car, where
| they slept amid filth and vermin, and
that the slightest complaint upon the
| part of any conviet brought him a
| lashing on his back with a leather
strap six feet long and four inches
wide, and that men sent out from the
!walis, unaccustomed to labor, or to
!work on railreads were made to do
| the hardest work in the het sun from
the start; and that, if they lagged or
| ghowed inability to do the work, they
werg thrown to the ground and lashed
| with a strap to the extent of ten licks
and sometimes as many as 15, accord
ing to the humor of the wnrden.

| “Instance No. 3: It was reported
frgm Ward Station that, while working
on the railroad for a contractor, a
white boy econviet, convicted of * a
minor offense, was shot dowz and
after heing delivered to the station to
be transported to the hospital, while
Iving on the platform of the depot in
the burning hot sun, his blood trick
| ing down the planks cf the platform.
| that many peeple pagsed Ly and offered
| to give him relief, the warden refused
| to permit any one to go near him. He
| was trangported to the huspi.al and
next day died.”

| The present penitentiary svstem of
| the state ig attacked and recommends
tion made for a change in manage
ment. In concluding a long statement
| Mr. Donaghe). save in.part: ,

i “Tn concluding what 1 have to say
|upon this subject, permit me to say:
That 1 fevor law enforcement. That
| T have been conservative in granting
| pardone. That I have not been unduly
| exercised from sentimental causes
That 1 have not issued pardons for
| political favors. That much of the
| opposition 1 have had has been from
| parties disappointed in gaining par
dons. That I belleve it is right and
just to lezally punish eriminals in se
verity and terms of confinement a~-
|(ordi'::: to their erimes. But enfore
|ing law by putting criminale in the
|menitentiary, and then selling their
flesh and bleod to contraciors after
they have been bound and manacled
in chains and driven and lacerated
with shackles and lashed under such
conditions that the contractors are en-
abled to make fortunes, while from
eruelty the lives of the conviet® are
snuffed oat, is a different matter alto
gether.

“Such abuse of power is a reflection
on our intelligence, a repudiation of
the principles of eivilization, a crime
againgt humanity, and, if continned.
will cauge a forfeit of that respact
which a state should maintain among
the sisterhnpgd of states of this nation
In a commitment which accompanies
a conviet to the penitentiary that,
| thongh he is deprived of his liberty as
ia.-rithen. he still is granted the right
to Hve and to be cared for in a man-
ner commensurate with sound reason,
geod judement and human mercy.

“The state does not intend, nor
should it longer permit, conditions to
arise by which convicts may be sub-
jected to such treatment that their
imprisonment carries the combined
penalties of logs of liberty, hard labor
and severity of punishment until death
itself may end their lves. If for the
protection of the state and the preser
vation of society the death penalty
must be given, the courts gnd the
jurtes are the proper forum from
which it must be pronounced.

Will not Choose Successor.
‘Washington. — President Taft an-
our t.hrough Secretary Hillis that
e )ﬂll of ambassador to Great
& made vacant bty the death of

slaw Reid will not be filled by

. This announcement followed a
ence between the president and

: Knox. The president be-
that important diplomatic ques-

R

gtands that President-elect Wilson al
ready is considering a man for the
lLondcn post and he does not wish tc
appeint some one who can serve only
a few months.

Woodrow Wilson Returns.
Princeton, N. J.—After a month's
lefsure and reereation in t'y Bermuda
lslands, Woodrow Wilson returned

 Involving Great Britain and the | home and took up in earnest the many
States can be handled success- rmsks,lhat corfront him as governor

n Washington by Mr. Knox and '
b British ambassador,

of New Jersey and president-elect of

He under-|the United States.

e

and Desperago Killed.
Ana, Cal—*In a fight in the

sl i

Lere seny 1o | Miss Helen M. Gould this

“rzarific at the headquarters of the road

st Tamala Springs between a|talegram ok congratulation on the an-
desperado, name ynknown, and | nouncement ‘of. her engagement 1o

80 years old and tyore than 100 lr Finley J. Sheppard:

nty, officers, guardsinen and cith
the outlaw, who had attacked a

“You are very
! dear to the hearts of the Missouri Pa-

'¢ific ¢mployes and ‘hence the an-

gh-l recently Was killed; Un-|nodncement that you are to become
herift Robert Squires also vas | the wife of one of our number, a'model
fllled and three of iz deputies were | man, whom we esteem most highly, is

’l'mded.

| ex ceedingly gratilying to <each one of

|us. Please be assured .that the sin-
lcere cordial wishes for n bliu!ul, fo-

Rallroad Men' Qunarltullte.
1 wure go to nrou."

Hl.—-nmmﬂre. of the- H!ubnrl

MISCARRIED CHRISTMAS MAIL

CHICAGD AMERICAN.

19i2 GOTTON GROP
13820000 BALES

Arkansas Raised 854-.000 Bales. |

Louisiana 435.000, Okla-
homa 1,039,000.

Washington.—The American cotton
crop for the season of 191213 will
amount to 13,820,000 bales of 500
pounds, (not including linters) ac-
cording to the first estimate made by
the government this year through the
crop reporting board, burean of sta-
tistics, Department of Agricuiture.

This compares with 15,692,701 bales
of 500.pounds, ¢xclusive of linters, 1)1‘0-
dneed in the record crop of last year,
when the total crop inclusive of linters
was 16,250,000 bales of 500 pounds:

)
K

11,608,616 bales in 1910, which, includ- |

ing linters, amounted to
bales; 10,004,949 bales in 1910, which,

HARRy.

ALLENS RRE SENTENCED

Men Who surted Troub:e In Court-
house Accept Compromise Terms.

Western Newspaper Union News Service.
Wytheville.—Final settlement of all

!P‘ cases resulting from the kilfing
01’ five pergone in the Hillsville court-
huuae by the Allen clan on March 14
last, was reached when Sidna Allen
pleaded guilty to second degree myr-
der for killing Sheriff Webb and Wes-
ley Edwards pleaded guilty to three
charges pending against him.

Thirty-five years in the pessrntiary
i{s the penalty Sidna Allen wi” pay for
the part he played in the shooting.
Allen's nephew, Edwards, will spend
27 vears In the penitentiary.

Allen already had been found guilty
of second degree murder at a former
trial for the killing of -Judge Thorn-
ton M. Massie, for which he had been
sentenced to 15 years in the peniten-
tiary. The other iqdi('.tmﬂu pending
against him for the mt ~er @ Sherif?
Webb was compromised by letting him
plead gullty to second degree murder

and take a 13-vear sentence, the com-’
12,005,688 | bined sentences making 35 years.

Three indictments against Wesley

including linters, amounted to 10,815,- ) Edwards also were compromised, he

382 bales; 13,241,709 bales in
which, including linters, amounted to
13,587,206 bales, and 11,107,179 bales
fa M537, whieh, including linters,
amounted to 11,375,461 bales. The
average total production, exclusive of
linters, for the five years from 1906
{0 1910 was 11,847,270.

The value of the crop, including
seqd,- for the same period, averaged
$777,822:000, while last year’s record

crop is estimated to have been worth | officials.

1908, | taking a sentence of nine years' im-

prisonment on each.
The seecnd trial of Sidna Allen when

| enlled closed so far as the courts are
aoncernad the cclurlhﬂuse tragedy.

On the 14th « last March, follow-
ing the conviction of Floyd Allen of
an offense which would have sent him
to the penitentiary for one year, mem-
bers of the Allen family, clannish
‘moumalnef-rs opened fire on the court
he first velley Judge

t
$859.840,000 and the 1910 crop $963.- | Thornton \!a.ahe fell mortally wound-
180,000, the most valuable ever pro-|€d and when the death toll was com-

duced.

|

| pleted, Sheriff Webb and Common-

The country's cotton crop this year | wealth’s Attorney Foster were found
will amount to 6,612,236.000 pounds of | dead. On the following day ome of the
lint, exclusive of linters, the Depart- |three jurors who were shot, died of
ment of Agrieulture estimated in its |his wounds, as did Mies Betty Avers,
annual report. This is equivalent to | Who had been a witness against Floyd
12,820,000 bales of 500 pounds gross Allen.
weight and makes the crop this year, |

in point of quality second only to the
great record crop of 15,662,701 bales,

|

Ku Klux in Action.
Dalton, Ga.—A revival of the days

exclusive of linters grown last year. of the Ku Klux Klan occurred ‘here,

The estimated production, exelusive |
of linters and stated in 500-pound
bales, hy states, with comparisons, fol-
low:

Ar!\anm—'rotal production 854,000
bales, compared with 939,302 bales last
year, and 836,703 bales, the average
1906-10. The value of the crop last
year was $51,060,000.

000 bales, copmpared with 1,022,082
bales last vear, and 783,796 bales, the
average 1906-10. The value of the crop
last year was $55,070,000.

Louisiana—Total production 435,000
hales, compared with 384,507 last year,
and 526,481 bales, the average 1906-10.
The value of the crop last year was
$21,010,000.

North Carolina—Total production

$78,000 bales, compared with 1,075,825 |

bales last year, and 627,668 bales, the

average 1906-10. The value of the

crop last year was $58,810,000,
California—Total production 9,000

when a band of masked men wearing
robet - took John Watkins from his
home to the cen®er of the town, where
| he was giyen a severe whipping. Wat-
| kins was_then given three days' to
leave’ town. The action is said to
have followed Watking' refusal, after
being named, to get rid of sevgral al-

| leged disébrderly white women living
Oklahoma—Total production 1,039,

bales, compared with 9,790 bales last

VPAr, .
sissippi—Total production 1,109,-

000 es, compared with 1,203,545

bales, the average 1906-10. The value
of the erop last year was $66,530,000.

in one of his houses.

Mexico City.—Sixty rebels of the
Cheche Campos command were killed
in an engagement near Sombrerete,
siate of Zacatecas, according to offi-

| efal telegrams received here. Colonel

Guagardo, commanding the rurals,
makes no reference to the death of
Campos _wyich_ was officially reported

Disease Is Spreading.

Washington.—Pellagra is spreading
in the United States and in six years
it has been known to medical authori-
ties has claimed not less than 30,000
vietims with a fatality rate in excess
of 40 per cent, according to a report
of the Public Heal'h Service. It has
reached, *he repert contends, “the

| dignity of a publiec health question of

184,000 bales, compared with 1,648,712 |
bales last year, and 1,085.893 bales,

Virginia—Total production 24.000
bales, compared with 29,891 bales last
year, and 12,064 bales, the average
1906-10, The value. of the crop last
year was $1,380,000.

South Carolina—Total production 1,. Tational

importance.” The report
gives these figures by states for the
period of 1907-11.

Hyde Sentenced, Freed on Bond.

New York.—Chas. H. Hyde, former
city chamberlain, convieted of bribery
in connection with the manipulation of

Tennessee—Total production 250000|e'1ty funds, was sentenced by Justice
bales, compared with 449,737 bales last | Goff to serve not more than three
year, and 200,867 bales, the average years and six months and mot less

190610.
year was §24 £80,000.

Mlmuri—'ruta.l production 59,000
bales, compcred with 96,808 bales last |
the average

The value of the crop last ... ¢wo years in state's prison.

The
| justice, however, granted a certificate
' of reasonable doubt and issued a stay
‘of execution, agreeing to admit the

1906-10. . The value of

51,456 bales,
your, 8 . um mp last | prisoner fo $25,000 Dail, pending argu.

year, was $5,390,000 ] ment of his appeal.

NEWS ﬂF LOUIANA

Pardon Board Acts Favorably
in Canton Case---Several
Get Reductions.

DOWLING CONDEMNS JAIL

Visits Monroe and Finds Conditions to
Be Bad—Prisoners Are Removed
Immediately.

Western Newspaper Union News Bervice.

New Orleans.—No, Hene Canton will
live.

Such was the determination of the
board of pardoms, Attormey General
Pleasant dissenting. *The pardon was
voted for by Lieutenant Governor Bar-
ret and- Presiding Judge Chretien, in-
cidentally contradicting the opinion of
the twelve frecholders who condemned
the murderer to die while sitiing as
& jury. The following were shown
clemency by the board:

Emile Dalon, convicted of arson in
the parish of Orleans in 1883, and sen-
tenced to a term of 15 years.

R. H. Gregory, convicted in parish
of Calcasieu of selling liguor without a
license,

Joe White, convicted of forgery, par-
ish of Vernon, sentenced to 10 years
hard labor, commuted to five years,

Adolus Lajeune, convicted of mur-
der in the parish of St. Landry, sen-
tenced to penitentlary for life.

John Pilkington, convicted in parish
of Rapides and sentenced to 14 vears
in the penitentiary, commuted sen-
tence to six years,

Lee Bryce, convicted of larceny In
parish of Bienville and sentenced to
nine months in the state penitentiary,
restoration ef citizenship.

John Pryor, convicted of robbery in
Bossier parish, sentenced to five years’
imprisonment.

Grant Wilson, convicted of man-
slaughter in West Feliciana parish,
five years in the penitentiary.

C. A. bowns, convicted of liberating
a pri and sent d to one vear
from the parish of Webster.

Rex Ramsey, convicted of breaking
and entering in the night time and
larceny and sentenced to seven years'
imprisonment.

Adam Gath, convicted of manslangh-

ter in Iberville parish and sentenced
to nine months’ hard labor, restora-
tion of citizenship,
+ James Metham, convicted in parish
of On s lor petty jarceny and sent
to penitentiary for one year, restora-
tion of citzenship,

James Robinsen, convicted of man-
slaughter in parish of Orleans and
sentenced to 20 years’ hard labor in
penitentiary, commuted sentence Feb-
ruary 7, 1913.

JAIL IS CONDEMNED

Dr. Dowling Visits Monroe and -Causes
Removal of Prisoners.

Western Newspaper Union News Service.

Monroe.—Dr. Oscar Dowling, presi-
dent of the state board of health, spent
four hours here last week during
which time he wrought havoc with
things. He came in response from lo-
cal physicians to look over the situa-
tion relative to meningitis. Dr. Dow-
ling also noted the filth that has ac-
cumulated since his last visit, also to
more unmolested places. Upon invita-
tion from C. P. Gray, parish coroner,
Dr. Dowling, in company with Drs.
Wright and Gladden, visited the parish
jail-and found conditions there so de-
plorable, owing to the crowded condi-
tion of the jail, that the jail was con-
demned and steps taken to remme the
primeru

'New Instructor Arrives.

Baton Rouge. — First Lieutenant
Manfred Lanza, of the United States
army, has arrived here and assumed
his dutiezs as inspector general and
{nstructor for the Louisiana National
Guard, provision for which is made
under the terms of the Dick bill. He

suceeeds Captain Danforth, who has |

been assigned to his régiment.
~ Exhibit Attracts Attention.

Baton Rouge.—E. O. Bruner, com-
missioner of agriculture and immigra-
tion, returned from Chicago, where he
had been with Justin Denechaud, Secre-
tary Barracks, of the Baton Rouge
Board of Trade, and others attending
the Chicago Land Show, handling the
Louisiana exhibit: Mr. Bruner con-
firms reports from Chicago that the
Louisiana exhibit this year was a great
success and. attracted unusual atten-
tion.

Rice Bringing Good Prices.
Crowley.—Although the supply has
been greatly decreased by an active
market, many buyers are offering
larger prices than the association’s to
obtain rough rice. Most of the crop
was disposed of at growers' price.

French Ship Pays Visit.

New Orleans.—The French warship
Descantes arrived in the port last
week for a short visit. While here
the ofticers and men of the battleship
were entertained by the citizens of
this city. The French captain of the
ship expressed himself pleased with
the hospitality shown by the people
of Louisiana. The people of French de-
cent made the occasion a gala one.
They entertaining the officers and
men with banquets and sight-seeing
Lours :

NEW ELECTIOH TANGLE
Negligence in Repnl‘lmg Returns
Complicates Matters.

Werstorn Newspaner Unfon News Servies.
Shreveport.—One man receiving the
highest number of votes, but his op-
ponent getting the commission
cause one of the boxes was not offi- |
cially returned, is the puzziing situa- |
tion growinsz out of the contest in the
Eighth Ward of Cadilo parish for the
office of justice of the peace, in which
Walter Jhcobs and H. M. Sutton were
candidates. Jacobs received the high- |
et number of ballots polled in the two |
precinets, Forbing and Casniana, but |
Sutton got the commission, due to the
failure of the election commissioners
to present the returns to Chairmazn W,
H. Scheen, of the board of supervisors,
It was a race for successor to the late |
Judge B. R. Jacobs, father of Walter |
Jacobs, who resigned as constable to
make the race at the last election,
The wvote stood: Forbing, Jacobs 7,
Sutton 8; Casplana, Jacobs 16, Sutton
6. Jacobs had nine majority, but the
lack of returns from Caspiana caused
Sutton to be declared elected. A court
battle is expected. |

DR. DOWLING ACTIVE

Inspects Shreveport Department
Stores—Finds Law Violations.

b=

Western Newspaper ['nion News Service,

Shreveport.—Continuing his crusade
against violations of the health laws
in Shreveport, State Health Officer
Dowling has been inspecting depart-
ment stores and ordering improve-
ments, especially as to toilet rooms
and lavatories, which he found in bad
condition. “I found the law aguinst
the individual drinking cut and roller-
towel being violated indiscriminately,”
said Dr. Dowling, who exhibited a
package in which he said were a num-
ber of “contraband” bottles purchascd
from department stores in Shreveport
—drugs that are permitted to be scld
only in drug stores by a registered
pharmacist,

Prisoners Saved From Fire.

New Iberia.—Fire broke out in the
parish prison, where 17 prisoners were
confined. Their cries for help gave
the alarm, and soon all were trans-
ferred to the ecity jail. The parish
prison is a modern brick and steel
building, with ecncrete floors, and fire-
proof throughout, fire having originat-
ed in the wood rafters Iin the attic
The damage, covered by insurance,
will probably reach $3,000.

Franchise 1s Granted.

_Shreveport.—The city council passed
an ordinance forrhally granting to the
Louisiana-Texas Traction Company a
franchise to build terminal properties
and use streets here in connection
with an interurban eleciric line the
company proposed to build between
Shreveport and east Texas points. The,
franchise was granted without requir-
ing bond; due to the people at refer-
endum authorizing it

Another Train Mix-Up.

Laplace.—Freight train No. 58 going
north ran into mixed log and cane
train extra No. 93, also going north.
No. 92 was endeavoring to switch in
the spur at Laplace to allow No. 58 to
go by. It seems that falure to use the
stop signal by No. 93 caused the wreck.
Four box cars were recked on the main
line, while two cane cars were over-
turned on the spur.

S ——"
Negro Desperado Captured.

Shreveport.—Gus Kinley, allas Will
Taylor, a negro farmer, who on No-
vember 26 killed Constable G. W.
Tucker, of Omaha, Morris county, Tex.,
while the officer was making a seiz-
ure, and for whose arrest rewards as-
gregating $650 were offered at Dain-
gerfield, Texas, was captured in a tur-
pentine swamp near Fields, La., In
Calcasien parigh.

To Vote on Drainage,

Alexandria.—The property taxpayers
of Horseshoe District No. 1, near this
city, will vote on January 15 on the
proposition to authorize the incurting
of a debt and issuing $12,600 of bonds
for the purpose of providing drainage
system in the distriet. The bhonds are
to run for 15 years and bear interest
at a rate not exceeding 5 per cent.

City Budget Jumps $38,000.

Shreveport.—The 1912 city budget,
passed by the council estimates expen-
ditures at $241,582, agalnst $213.647
last year. A total increase of nearly
$6,000 is shown in the fire and police
departments. Improvement get an In-
crease exceeding $5,000. Charity gets
$6.000 increase.

Kills Self in Jail.

Doyle—~Allen C. Jones, who was
confined in the parish jail at Spring-
ville on the charge of murdering P,

/. Sullivan during the latter part of
November, committed suicide by cut-
ting his throat with a pocket knife,
The grand jury had just acted in his
case, but the result was not known, as
the verdict was sealed, and sent to the
judge, who lives at Amite.

Secretary Hebert Returns.
Baton Rouge.—Alvin Hebert, secre.
tary of state, returned from New York,
where he attended the meeting of the

state insurance commissioners.

Delegates Are Appointed.

Alexandria.—The president of the
Progressive Leagae has appointed 1.
W. Sylvester and J. A. Bentley as dele-
gates to the National River Regulation
and Flood Prevention Conference, to
be held in New Orleans, January §
and 7

| wound apparently healed,
| mation set in.
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Crowley.— Wilma Hobinson, daugh-
ter of Mack Hobinson, azed 5 years,
i€ in a serious condition with lockinw,
the result of a small splinter stuck
in her foot four weeks azo. The splin-
| ter was removed at the time and the

but inflam-

Georgia Secretary Summoned.

Atlanta.—8Secretary of State Phil
Cook has been summoned by the dis-
attorney to Lake 'harles, La.,
to be presenmt at a trial in the United
States Distriet Court December 16 to
testify to certain articles in the statutes
covering allezed Georgia land grants
in a case where a louisiana man is
charged with fraudulent uee of the
mails in attempting to dispose of a
fraudulent land grant in Georgia to
an innocent prespective buyer.

TO STOP WASTE OF GAS

Co-Operation Between Conservation
Commission and Owners.
Western Newspaper U'nlon News Service.
Shreveport.—At a conference among
whom were President M. L. Alexander,
of the State Consgervation Commis-
sion; representatives of varlous oil
and gas interests, including former
Governor Blanchard, it wgs decided
that President W. E. Glassell, of
the Chamber of Commerce, who pre-
sided, appoint a committee of nine oil
and gas men to prepare rules and
regulations for checking the enormonus
and indifferent waste of gas in the
Caddo oil field. The committee will
report January 15, and then the Con-
servation Commission will appoint an
expert inspector to spend all his time
in the field to see that the law is

pbeyed,

Mr. Alexander appealed for the co-
operation of the oil and gas operators,
80 as to have as little friction as pos-
gible. If this co-operation is nes
granted, however, the commission will
act independently, for it has determin-
ed, with the law behind it, to stop
this waste of one of Louisiana’s big-
gost assets,

Governor Blanchard and others
thanked the commigsion for its spirit
of fairness and predicted that the
necessary co-operation would be fur-
nished, as all the operators realized
the danger of the wastefulness. It de-
veloped that the principal waste Is not
from the use of gas in bringing In oil
wells, but wild and burning wells, un-
necessary opening of wells and other
recklees practices also cause
draine on the supply.

RICE FARM REPORT

Acreage and Other Figures Given by
U. 8. Cenlus Department.

Western Newspaper ['nion News Service.

Washington, — Statistics of irriga-
tion fer rice for Louisiana are soon
‘o be issued by the Bureau of the
Cenr s,

The acreage, production and value

of rough rice grown in the United
States, and in Louisiana in 1900, are
given in the fol'awing table in the
report: Acreage harvested, United
States 610,175, Loulsiana 817,517 yield
(bushels), United States, 21,838,580,
Louisfana 10,829.9723; wvalue, United
St;tes $16,019,607, Loulsiana $8,053,-
p22.
‘ The number of farms reporting irri-
gation for rice in Lonisiana was 2,690
in 1909 and 4,531 in 1900, a decrease of
40.6 per cent,

Acreage irrigated for rice-growing in
Louigiana was 380,200 in 1909 and 201,-
685 in 1900, a gain of 88.5 per cent,

The average yield of irrigated rice
In Louisiana for the acreage for which
vields were reported was 34.6 bushels
per acre, and the average value was
$25.70 per acre,

Cost of irrigatiog enterprises in
Louigiana up to July 1, 1910, was $8,
859,166, as against $2,529,319 in 1900,
a gain of 171.2 per cent,

PENSION BOARD MEETS

New Tax Not Yet Effective—Nas
Change Made in Oid Roll.

Baton Rouge.—The State Board of
Pension Commissioners met her last
weel, State Auditor Capdeville, ex-
officio member of the hoard, called at
tention to the fact that the special
one-mill Cenfederate tax amendment
ratified by the people November § is
not effective until 1913, and is not
collectable until after the filing of the
tax rolls of 1913, Many had been
under the impression that the tax was
collectable now and available for use
by the pension board at the guarter,
Until this one-mill tax is available the
board will depend upon the present ap-
propriation and the revenue from the
one-fifth of a miil. The amount for
the pensions will not be changed at
this meeting and no additional names
will be added.

Falls From Trestle.
Shreveport.—While walking on a
railroad trestle at Mooringsport Ed
Murphy, oil field worker of Oil City,
became dizzy and fell, landing on the
ground forty feet below, sustalning
a broken back and other injuries
that are expected to cauge death,
Assistant Attorney Named.
Baton Rouge.—'. E. Hardin, of Lees-
ville has been named by Governor Hall
18 attornev to assist the tax collector
for the parish of Vernon
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