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HZ reign of Herod had nearly ended
when the Magi arrived In Jerusa- i?;:{".•i.•.i.";;
lem and asked: "Where is he that ;:-..' .
is born king of the Jews? For we
have seen his star in the east. and
are come to ';orship him."
The neo" that a true "king of the . ::t.;:.':':

Jews," ( possible rival, was born.
and t his birth had been herald-

by celestial phenomena, caused
'derod much concern. He summoned

S to him the scribes and learned .•men.
hei thV y were quedtiloned where the king was
to be born they answered: "In Bethlehem of

S den; for thus it is written by the prophet, And
thou, Bethlehem, in the land of Juda. art not the
least among the princes of Juda; for out of thee
shall come a governor, that shall rule my people
Israel" According to the authorized version it
Is then stated In the New Testament that
"Heroed, when he had privily called the wise men,

S Ingired eo them dilipgently what time the star
appeared. And be seat them to Bethlehem, and
said, O d search diligently for the young

eh1id; and when we have found him, bring me
word agaln, that I may come and worship him
also. When they had heard the king, they d.
parted; and lo, the star, which they saw In the
est, went before them, till it came and stood

ver where the young child was. When they saw
the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy."

That is the whole story of the Star of Bethie
hem as it is simply and directly told In the see
ead chapter of the gospel according to St. Mat-
thew.

It was a elo•ter faney of the dark ages, hand-
e4 down l tiugh centries, that led the Chris
,kIa weldto regard the Star of the East as a

rmeletous luminary, akin to the pillar of fit
that guided the children of Israel In the wilder

S ae-a i m'ary especially created fur the sole
. .pese of lending the Magl to the birthplace
M Christ. The modern Christian is more apt
to rew the star as a natural phenomenon sad

-"t

slaughter of the nfants wa issued
some time before Herod's death Pro
fessor Stockwell advances the sappe
sittn that this conjunction was the
Star of Bethlehem. Since conaje

Stiens occurred so frequently, It Is
didcult to. understand why more of
them did not call forth Chaldea -or•Persian deputations.

Beause f these In. al objectins

junteion of two planets, the late
Prlt A, A. Proetor east about for
ether celestial phenomena and ghal-
ly decided that the wise men might
have been glded by a comet. There
is much to be said In favor of the

u pposition. Comets are discovered
nowadays at the rate of two or three

S"' a year. Not all of them are partic-
lasty urilliant; but it is not Ieen-
celvable that In Biblical times eowem ea ae s • the easaatopeared that were

e a l a th am ebrilliant enogh to stre terr lu

t aenu perstlt s hearts. Indeed, bdolermm aet , bt d g Zmund Hally provJed tha th law
Ma suatw hih bnues bin s to an which

se ha, reviesite d the earth at intervals
Stho tt8of sevent-oe and onehal to soy-

A" ' m to the eenty e dr, comets weU regard-

gaghtelk a hed as diine messengers, am emens,kitsms , ad tt An B d eaw aw hieinmal atlb event B. . od o evil, and particlarly as harbiger
*. *t, In tla wth wlo it may be i d of pestilence and war. To a poetle eastern pe

ww sa . a ms w to Joha Keler, his pecular nius (for he pie who revt' the sm a smbls especili UI5m u5 W ub -: retsUb is ethrs a showed that the irths of Eoch, Moes, C s se in te heavens for the uidae o men,

hThe sdeesus, or Casar, Charlemaene, and Lather were preceded comets were uadabtdli awesome visirs. Th
6 *U hisk r medern. si e o by important astveleglca events), led the way la Chaleas, Persians ad Jews were aitreoomie

Sv w th ega- elig attention to the astnm al pheomena ally no more eighteded than the mdeval
.. th. New Tutmet sari that preeded the birth of Christ. He poted Christias, and if at the f o Casttinop
i h t ha bve stelegsr. at that there must have b a anj action of in 145 a Christndo was alarm at the a-

_. _me ll at sag4 noe-astional, privt- the planets Jupiter and Saturn at about the pearne of a comet (a cet which we now
: i , rhpdal, wh. e .oc t was to wath time of Chriat's birth, and even made a few pr know to have been aley's), It is highly p•eb-

- g * t aeut motic of the san from jnaction occurred Ithe sig PIsces, from time these sudden vlsitatins Comprisn•at, as It does

_ awn is d a't, d predt those gstin immemorial identified with the destiies of a nucles, a "coma" or envelope surrounding the
- esm whih in that day of IsraeL A conjunction in that sig always sig-. nucleus and measur tifo tweanty thrusat

Saprstiten, were supposd to ehape fed the ris•ng of some mighty master of the to one million miles in diameter, and a lg tai l
e.l the d ine f king and nations. Jewish race Such a conjnction of Jupite and whleh streams behind the nueles or l ty t

. Itnht em ei e same an early worshipper at Saturn oecurs ence in about 800 years. It was, a hundred million mles or more, S eomet is e
q teat of Chrt therefore. saufiently etracrdiary in Kepler's of the most .mysterlonuly beautiful cletial ap.

S. d sh a e- The planets oly considered by atronomers. In that e apparitn noe oe oad afrm wtoah rtaaty. A

-M WW always lurking near tih tios of Japiter and Saturn and proved that tey untenale and that it is less objletionabe than
... s. glea• , g la the morning or eve were acet-aly ti eonuntion tn 7 Ba C. His cal- the enjantien hypotbls
as- nth e phren 0 , tdu tah, nmave, sad euations showed that the at no tim ever. Lastly, the theory a bees proposed that the

s sen mins tn red, was the symbo lapped to earm a single star. but that they were Star of Bethlehem was what is called a "new"
•' 0' uer, b" dthe geardlan of hereenoand warrior separated by a distance equal to the apparent star or "nova,". star whieh suddenly fares up

Swhobelieved in dmter of the moon. Accordingly, Idaler had in the heavens nd ades away aga .to ts
i . team rJth edtoean oflthe Sr thee temerty to pPO tt the w saw formr mntud after the laps w heeeo

" ugiu e t aher temples. We must. therei when eke. in 1331. repeated the calcul ation tury no ls s asteen ha•ca beenrecorded.S d s an t eet s icetly e ad foud tha the at distne b een Jup our own tme the a d
1 s ' y m wnt ao aure fe hasder. or' tsrand St ,~~urn , when n ere c other ino freqeo a ya nt

• t l ah e h t 7, was mor tn the a pparent diameter of the tEven behore the inhventio of the ..iss....
he the Magl arrived in Jerulm t erd e scnw ta weeu dbyatw r n r

_.."thereply wse - can harybet cal h lsed a star. Nor is it likely that tng that a mtchles bis i t than

"m t t se Juan old a under." ge It. Moreovert , thera e wee w ether plaet the birt of a Mesah ese od It ya tu o

_d Inm3,m .r4. c te Su' of Ven and aM o on May t C. the birth ...ane -n" witem n la- ne ts-

. m-. We / • me e d h B the m t the s•r d,. .. i •t .

LUKE ~WAII AS STRONGHOLD
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CHINCH BUGS ROUTE-
Fire as Pest Destroyer Advocat"

ed in Agricultural Fable.

Firebug in the Person of a Scientific
Farmer Wrought Havoc With Pes-

tiferous Family Who Had
Moved Into Winter Home.

Atchison, Kan.-Gen. Pestiferous
Chinch Bug, Jr., and family of Kan.
sas have gone to their winter home
in the bunch g'ass and blue stem.
The Kansas Industrialist a few weeks
ago said the news of their departure
was brought to the agricultural col-
lege by J. W. McCulloch, a special
field agent for the entomology depart.
ment of the Kansas Agricultural col
lege. So it's official and authoritative.

McColloch also gave out the infor
mation here that there is consider-
able uneasiness in the C. B. house
hold on account of the many incen.
diary fires that destroyed blue stem
and bunch grass winter homes. In
fact. It was only after several days of
arguing and promising that Mrs. C.
Bug and the girls consented to leave
the family's summer place on the old
cornstalk. And they wouldn't have
gone at all had not the general
agreed, finally, to crawl to the top of
the winter home twice a day and took
for firebugs. It also was told here
by a neighbor of the Chinch Bugs
that Mrs. C. B. ordered fire extin-
guishers ,for the winter home before
she left.

Trouble for the Chinch Bug family
began when a firebug, thought to be
Scientific Farmer, came to the blue
stem and bunch grass bhome and
burned it nearly to the ground. Young
Pestiferous, his bride and his brother
were the only ones of a family of
ajxty-five that escaped. And that was
the mortality among most of the oth-
er families, Mrs. Pestiferous said.

And then that cold winter in only
a makeshift for a home. It was too
much for brother. He died. But the
general and Mrs. Pestiferous survived
somehow and reared a large family
on the cornstalk.
"I think we made a good move

when we came to this side of the
road," General Pestiferous told his
wife. "I understand that there have
been no firebugs in this community
for years. This is the place we should
have lighted in instead of that farm

MONTENEGRINS
They Are Reckless at Play and at

Arme,but Honorable, Says a
Landen Letter.

Lofdon.-It was Mr. Gladstone who
one desrlbed M tenegro--the black
mountain-as the shore whereo after
bloody Kessovo, the wreckage of old
Serva was washed by t oneomaig
Trkish tide, says a o letter.
They who essaped into these astnen
es were tamle ao easte, hieftains
andaeleea, who tr. S* eamtel
and more have remalsane unaoeersd.

Their very vies show breedig,.
re anlesaess at play and an extrava-
genoe In dres. Yet gamblers though
they are sad dandies, they are hboest
as to eash, sand if a prse of gold be
dropped by aecideat upon the high-
way It will be diseevered by Its
rightfalb possessr.

Prises lib Itself Is ruled by boner,
for .eovicts who may have pulled a
trigger wander abroad. meet their
frieds. lols in festivals, and are
know oly by the dull muie of ao
elanking shale.
Thboe Motenesrn is not devoid o

edatlos. re has his sbhool In ev-
ery hamlet, and there Iis an amasla
story of the great Ivam. the princ
who burned his capital Zabuk to
ave It from the Turk. meag up a
pr•tint • prs Obod Just twety
pyears afte Caton I d begn iLs en-
tewprise at Westmtaste'. The meaIcI
da amid the ehas but It r-

It i an armed men that the Monto-
neorlns now interest us. When they
go mnrketig to the Austrian coast
tows of Cattare they ar requred by
theM autborealtes to rob their bht of
the mbighty pIltol, but at the trotier
they resume It, and It i the symbol
of their liberty.

Rumlde bomge to the queen ti
rigidly meted by n Nicholas. and
In tMhe pale of Cttli, princsses.
so r t.~m ben disaned, are d-
bried, pateanlly, as my euntry's
meet valeMble enpert."

To behead oue's enemy is theo Snal
iSy of the Meatmerras, who, there-
foise, dislike Idg nge artillery and
the modern ries which are reoe•ved
from Russia as Christmas premeate for

WILLu. SELL ,HESE ART
imperl aamily e New nMRepuie Has

Plai to Dispene of Palae
Treasuree,

New York-Art comnolseurs om
nall parts of the whlMd are lookn fo

ward to sa atls sale •wlb preb.
aMy wmIll be held is LIsdom net
year, and whlb should provet meat
wouderfl disposal of art treasures t
historyM. The artlcke to he offereld to

treeres of the Imperial palm s of

The seasU- s wc isebdses the
dmest aseeimne of every form of Cas-a psmodln sd -ernMss, is
Unliu and Its val is enoermeas. It

is es id t th dat e thhe tree-s-•
a Ipramly hasl bees delded up

oe by te ImperIal fmrl.

TOY DO8 SCARES ELEPHANT

stmpiend by Sleek ane Tan About
tel Une of KNiss. Seest

Cneose Haevs.

Par. Vrese.-sta-ped by a toy
Mbk amnd tan about the im of a
samell hates, me aothe bauget ele

worth of dsme th eter night lna
theo trem hrue d Donward --se-

The deegbas was strage -l---

WAR'S TERRIBLE DEVASTATION

This photograph of one of the streets of Kirk Kilisseh was taks
after the capture of that city by the Bulgarians, and shows the awfd
astatiofi wrought by the bombardment.

across the divide. Over there it
seemed as !f all the yeggs on that
section combined forces against ur.
Every grove of blue stem and bunch
grass in sight went up in smoke. And
you know as well as I that if our
grove had been burned a little closer
to the ground we'd have perished
with the rest of them."

"Yes, I know that only too well.
Pest, but I'm worried about this
smell of smoke In the air this morn-
ing. I wish you'd forget the past
long enough to go on the roof and

LONG VICTORS
MAKE BRIDEGROOM CAPTIVE
sou and agged, West Orange, N.

J. Man sees Tormenterse at
Weddlg Feast.

West Orange. N. J-Boad and
gas, Bernard CunasiUham, a os
buslne ma of ths town was
frored to sit a wrathful witness at a
feast which he himself had prepared.
but wbh be. was. Got pmtuad is
share Tbhe feast I questlon was thp
victla's wedding supper, and had bees
spread in the diningta room of his new
home, at 4 Main street. Mr. Cunnting
ham was married to MMa Mary krnw
dam of this city, the eremoeay being
held at the home of the bride. 10I A
de• stret. A wedding breaksnt was
served, and it had bees planned bythe bridegroom to invite a few tatl.

mate frieads to a supper i the eve
snag before starting with his wife e
their honeymoon Jaourney.

Daring the afternoo a party offriends called with a carriage at the
home of the bride and atteds the
bridegroom to go fr a short rideOnce in the arriage be was bound
and gagged and was.take a prisoner
to his new home, where his saptors
made short work of the ood things
prepared for the spper that naght.After they had ompleted their repast
the released Cunningha, but netuntil he had been detained loas
enough to neessitate a p•spoment

"BROADWAY
Fahlee-.Plate Crek Pleked Up ln

New York as He Is About t
Dine l RestetanrGet.

New York.-Pollowaig sompinaats
from Broadway restaurants and hotels
that the pockets of patrons had beespicked. Detective MGee ame to the
co•clualon that lever enough for
such work was Walter Henry, a crook

of international reputatSoe, a ahlubes

plate and as agreeable a companlon
as one cemad n4.

Henry also is known as Bob Hart.
Walter Hogan, Big Bob., "the Dooer,"
"BIg amu omand "hreadway
Bob."

MGeeo was In eeter's when Henry
strolled In.

"Where have you been!" asked Me.
oee as Henry tossed his coat sad bat

to a boy.
"rye had great trouble," replied

Henry. "My nther has Just died it
Brooklyn. That seeccouts for the
mourning band on my bat.

"Well. eome to the station house
with me," said McGee. "You are

wanted for that little trick pulled of
on Nov. 9th to the Kaserkeller.

The abIr referred to by the detee
tie .was the robbery of Albert M.
Markler of 66 West 1th street.
who is connected with a Wall street
benk. On Saturday Markier got from
Marelle Pitt & Co., 170 Brodadway. a
diamond cluster valued at ;80 a
diamond rings et with rales, Sse:
diamond bar r, 0: a la vafliere--"------- ------- "-----
the boulevard or advertising par

posses, attended by an ebeayskimned.
witeturbaned mahout. armed with a
long prod poae. Dashing from the
crowd on the sidewalk the dog op
posed the elephants trther passage.eoering battle with a ackle of wild

Horrified, the elephant wheeled and
broke Into a ponderous gallop, trm-t shrlly. The dog pursed.

oapping",t his heet. The maouet
tre to sep th ruaway, bt his
hrge- was hysterisd wih tmerw.

squint around a little. Tea
been up this morning. And
what you promised."

The special field agent
fears of the Chlnch Bugs
grounded. The success with
the family of Gen. Pestif
was routgd has convinced
Farmer that the winter
Ing plan is the best yet for
his old enemy. His toreb h
and he's only waiting now
last of the Chinch Bugs ae
winter homes.

of his weddinl Journey.
took the Joke good naturedly,
sworn to get even with his
later.

LAYS FAILURE TO

California Bandit Make
Court Plea for C

Auto, His epesal,

Lo Angele, Cal.-M ip
shows esused his downfl,
to Cornelius HadEsaeker,
*d *lty to highwar
whis he med.e s-pathsl
probatbon

The "mouies." aeoeasrIg
prisoner, showed him
Was dose." and he deseeg
for the highway shor.
speealty of holding up

ULIONS ARE GIVEN
Kings of New York Ze

Taste of Our "Natisei
mnad Like it.

New York.-The li tos
Tork oo has a taste ao
ly for tho first time is
They have been brought p
e be ever slnes they
diet. Keeper Snyder
for each of the tea. The
susplelous ofthe new food it
a few saits Conviaesd
was all right, sad wham
through mnt eves a

BOB" IS

1•-d; a smal diamead
a gold elgarette case #165
total of $S.4.

On hts wayr bha Martle
at the Kalstereller to
There he was jolad by
agreeable strangers, who
he dine with them. He
and on starting for home
the larser of the men
him. Then suddenly be
his jewelry was •one, but
was ge too.

Marler ideatifed ResHhis rogues' galler petur

COURT DEFIED BY A
Calornia Prisoner, s _

Dares Judge to Puelns
Sent Saek to Jell

cramento, Cal. - "Tr
contempt of eaourt."
Hughes eelalmed to a
Jordsa. "Suppose I am, wY
golng to do about It?" e•W
the witness, who was a-.
brought trom Iolism puios
regarding a stabblag saitr
prison.

"If you ens add say to s
years, go to it," he added.

Although Jaordsa nrfu
against the primor oa

was allowed to p esk to

Into a tobl e shop he
tilt. Tkhe der u too t mo
so h took part o the wl

ahoweses wt over a
wre smasho, ehalWaUS
the floor sad estoi•ns
selves is heaps •s d
bleing attehsa The
ittle time to wste • 5

He meely tore dslbS
sad rushed lato a as•

inally, the mahot e t
htm. Under eovr oim
the dog vsalsbe.


