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“ img it astronomical support.

HE reign of Herod had nearly ended

when the Magi arrived in Jerusa-
lem and asked: “Where I8 he that
Is born king of the Jews? For we
have seen his star in the east, and
are come to vorghip him."

The news that a true “king of the
Jews,” @ possible rival, was born.
and_#hat his birth bad been herald-
# by celestial phenomena, caused
'derod much concern, He summoned

’ to him the scribes and learned .1aen.

When they were questioned where the king was
to, be born they answered: “In Bethlehem of
Aldea; for thus it Is written by the prophet, And

“ thou, Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the
least among the princes of Juda; for out of thee
shall come a governor, that shall rule my people

Israel.” According to the authorized version it
is then stated in the New Testament that
“Herod, when he had privily called the wise men,
inquired of them diligently what time the star
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and
sald, Go and search diligently for the young
echild; end when we have found him, bring me
word aguip, that | may come and worship him
also. When they had heard the king, they de
parted;: and lo, the star, which they saw In the
east, went before them, till it came and stood
over where the young child was. When they saw
the star, they rejolced with exceeding great joy.”

That 1s the whole story of the Star of Bethle-
hem as it is simply and directly told in the sec-
ond chapter of the gospel according ®o St. Mat-
thew,

It was a cloister faney of the dark agee, hand-
ed down through centuries, that led the Chris-
tion world to regard the Star of the East as a
miraculous luminary, akin to the pillar of fire
that gulded the children of lsrael in the wilder
nese—a luminary especially created for the sole
purpose of leading the Magi to the birthplace
of Christ. - The modern Christian is more apt
to regard the star as a natural phenomenon and

purpose of casting doubt upon the
oarrative of Matthew, but of giv-

Who were these wise men, these
Magl, of whom 8t. Matthew speaks?
They came from the east, they said,
and the east, according to the geo-
graphical knowledge ,of Matthew's

Astronomy was slowly evolved was thus engen-
dered. Exegetes of the New Testament narra-
tive 'bhold these Magl to have been astrologers,
members of that strange, non-national, privi-
leged priesthood whode office It was to watch
the sky each day and each night, to note the
position and apparent motion of the sun from
dawn to dark, and to predict those changes in
planetary positions which, in that day of as-
trological superstition, were supposed to shape
and reveal the destinies of kings and nations.
In them sclence came an early worshipper at
the feet of Christ.

Tofanclent as well as mediaeval astrologers,
certain groupings of the stars and planets had
& fized prophetic significance. The planets
were named ir accordance with their supposed
influence. Mercury, always lurking near the
sun, furtively gleaming In the morning or eve-
ning, was the patron of tricksters, knaves, and

Mars, flaming in red, was the symbol
of War, the guardian of heroes and warriors.
It the Magl were astrologers who belleved In
. stellar Influences, the apparition of the Star
of Bethlehem must have been an astronomical
phenomenon. Put no ordinary astronomieal
phenomenon could .have enticed these practiced
star-gazers from their temples. We must, there-
fore, find some celestial event sufficlently extra-
ordinary to warrant a journey from Chaldea or
Persia to Bethlehem.
the Magl arrived in Jerusalem, Herod
a few weeks of his death. The mas-
babes of Bethlehem was one of his
When he Inquired diligently
) appeared, the reply was evi
that he felt it necessary to kill all
two years old and under.”
fore, that the Magl first saw
before their arrival in Jeru-
in B. C. 4 Hence the Star
have appeared about twe
years before that date. We must discover, If we
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can, an exceptional stellar event near B. C. 6
with which it may be identified.

Johann Kepler, in his peculiar genius (for he
showed that the births of Enoch, Moses, Cyrus,
Caesar, Charlemagne, and Luther were preceded
by important astrological events), led the way In
calling attention to the astronomical phenomena
that preceded the birth of Christ. He pointed
out that there must have been a conjunction of
the planets Jupiter and Saturn at about the
time of Christ’s birth, and even made a few pre-
liminary calculations tg prove his case. The con-
Junctlon occurred in the sign Pisces, from time
Immemorial {dentified with the destinies of
Israel. A conjunction in that sign always signi-
fled the rising of some mighty master of the
Jewish race. Such a conjunction of Jupiter and
Saturn oceurs once In about 800 years. It was,
therefore, sufficlently extraordinary in Kepler's
eyes to herald the birth of a Messiah.

Not until 1826 was Kepler's suggestion serl-
ously considered by astronomers. In that year
Professor Ideler, of Berlin, computed the posi-
tions of Jupiter and Saturn and proved that they
were act:zlly in conjunction in 7 B. C. His eal-
culations showed that they at no time over
lapped to form a single star, but that they were
separated by a distance equal to the apparent
diameter of the moon. Accordingly, Ideler had
the temerity to suppose that the wise men saw
the two planets as one star, because they were
miraculously near-sighted. In Justice to Ideler,
it must be stated that he abandoned his theory
when Encke, in 1831, repeated the calculations
and found that the actual distance between Jupi-
ter and Saturn, when nearest each other in B. C.
7. was more than the apparent diameter of the
moon.

Apart from the fact that Jupiter and Saturn
were never sufficiently near each other to be
seen as one body. two planets in conjunetion
can hardly be called a star. Nor s it likely that
experienced Chaldean astrologers would so re-
gard it. Moreover. there were other planetary
conjunctions at about the same time. Professor
Stockwell has demonstrated that a conjunction
of Venus and Mars occurred on May Sth. B. C.
6. about fifty days less than two years before
Herod's death. Becausn the mandate for the

Wl
HEV

\

A%

-

glaughter of the infants was issued
some time before Herod's death, Pro-
fessor Stockwell advances the suppo-
sition that this conjunction was the
Star of Bethlehem. Since conjune-
tlons occurred so frequently, it 18
dificult to. understand why mecre of
them did not call forth Chaldean or
Persian deputations.

Because of these fatal objections
to any. theory which regarded the
Star of Bethlehem merely as a con-
junction of two planets, the Ilate
Prof. R. A. Proctor cast about for
other celestial phenomena and final-
ly decided that the wise men might
have been guided by a comet. There
{8 much to be said in favor of the
supposition. Comets are discovered
powadays at the rate of two or three
a year. Not all of them are particu-
larly brillant; but it is not incon-
ceivable that in Biblical times com-
ets occasionally appeared that were
brilliant encugh to strike terror into
superstitious hearts. Indeed, before
Edmund Halley proved that the law
of gravitation applied to the comet
which bears his name and which
has revisited the earth at Intervals
of seventy-one and onehalf to sev-
enty-nine yedrs, comets were regard-
ed as divine messengers, as omens
of good or evil, and particularly as harblngers
of pestilence and war. To a poetic eastern peo-
ple who revered the stars as symbols especially
set in the heavens for the.guidance of men,
comets were undoubtedly awesome visitors. The
Chaldeans, Persians and Jews were astronomic-
ally no more enlightened than the medlaeval
Christians, and if at the fall of Constantinople
in 1453 all Christendom was alarmed at the ap-
pearance of a comet (a comet which we now
know to have been Halley's), it is highly prob-
able that the Orient was no less impressed by
these sudden visitations. Comprising, as it does,
a nucleus, a “coma” or envelope surrounding the
nucleus and measuring from twenty thousand
to one million miles in dlameter, and a long taill
which streams behind the nucleus for sixty to
& hundred million miles or more, a comet is one
of the most mysteriously beautiful celestial ap-
paritions that ever meets the eye. But whether
or not the Star of Bethlehem really was such an
apparition no one cam afirm with certainty. An
astronomer can merely state that the idea ia not
untenable and that it Is less objectionable than
the conjunction hypothesis.

Lastly, the theory has been proposed that the
Star of Bethlehem was what 1s called a “new”
Btar or “nova,” a star which suddenly flares up
in the heavens and fades away again.to Its
former magnitude after the lapse of veek’ or
months. Such new stars are not altogether rare.
Ten appeared between B. C. 134 and the end of
the fifteenth century. Since the fifteenth cen-
tury no less than sixteen have been recorded.
In our own time they are dlscovered with falr
frequenecy.

Even before the invention of the telescope
such new stars were studied by astronomers.

Apart from the astronomical evidence in favor
of the theory that the Star of Bethlehem was &
nova, poetically, at least, it seems singularly fit-
ting that a matchless orb blazing forth in sud-
den magnificence should have marked not only
the birth of a Messiah whose destiny It was to
save mankind by his own suffering and to make
this a new world by purging it of evil, but alse
the birth of a new sun with embryonic planets
wheeling about it In shining clouds of gas and
stellar dust.

LIKE HAWAII AS STRONGHOLD
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CHINGHBUGS ROLTED

Fire as Pest Destroyer Advocat-
ed in Agricultural Fable.

Firebug in the Person of a Scientific
Farmer Wrought Havoc With Pes-
tiferous Family Who Had
Moved Into Winter Home.

Atchison, Kan.—Gen. Pestiferous

in the bunch grass and blue stem.

ago said the news of their departure

was brought to the agriculiural col-
lege by J. W. McCulloch, a special
| field agent for the entomology depart
| ment of the Kansas Agricultural col

lege, So it's official and authoritative

MecColloch also gave out the -
mation here that there is co
able uneasiness in the C. B B
hold on account of the many incen-
diary flres that destroved blue stem
and
fact, it was only after several days of

arguilng and promising that Mrs. C |

Bug and the girls consented to leave
the family’s summer place on the old
| cornstalk. And they wouldn't have
| gone at all had not the general
| agreed, finally, to crawl to the top of
| the winter home twice a day and ok
| for firebugs. It also was told here
| by & meighbor of the Chinch Bugs
:Ihat Mrs. C. B. ordered fire extin-
| guishers for the winter home before
ghe left.

Trouble for the Chinch Bug family

began when a firebug, thought to be

| Scientific Farmer, came to the blue |

stem and bunch grass heme and
| burned it nearly to the ground. Young
Pestiferous, his bride and his hrother
were the only onee of a family of
sjxty-five that escaped. And that was
the mortality among most of the oth-
er families, Mrs, Pestiferous said,

And then that cold winter in only
a makeshift for a home. It was too
much for brother,
general and Mrs, Pestiferous survived
somechow and reared a large family
on the cornstalk.

“I think we made a good move
when we came to this side of the
road,” General Pestiferous told his
wife. “I understand that there have
been no firebugs in this community
for years. This is the place we should

Chinch Bug, Jr., and family of Kan- |
sas have gone to their winter home |

The Kansas Industrialist a few weeks |

bunch grass winter homes. In |

He died. But the |

WAR'S TERRIBLE DEVASTATION

(STERVT) & UNTETND0D

after the capture of that city by the

acroes the dividee Over there it
seemed as !f all the yeggs on that
#ection combined forces agalnst us.
Every grove of blue stem and bunch
grass in sight went up in smoke. And
vou know as well as 1 that if our
grove had becn burned a little closer
to the ground we'd have perished
with the rest of them.”

“Yes, 1 know that only too well,
Pest, but I'm worried about this
smell of smoke in the air this morn-

have lighted In Instead of that larmj

They Are Reckless at Play and at
Arms, but Honorable, Says a
London Letter.

London.—It was Mr. Gladstone who

| once described Montenegro—the black
| mountain—as the shore where, after

| Bervia was washed by the oncoming

harbor, now the greatest of its kind

Experts Satisfled That Outpost May
Be Relled Upon to Hold Its Own
1 In Conflict.

in all the Pacific. but the ity of
Honolulu. From all sea directions
these important points are covered
from attack.

But It Is found that other guns and
mortars must be implanted to secure
these places against successful at-
tack from the land side in the doubt-
ful eVent of an enemy i any consider-
being able to cffect a
the coast outside the
range of the big seven, eight and ten-

inch guns, and recommendation for
and Increase In the number of bat-
teries will be made,

The board of experts was composed
of the following officers: Brig. Gen.
M. M. Macomb, Lieut. Col. John F.
Morrison, Maj. George Blakeson and
Maj. W. P. Wooten.

“Genulne Antiques” Scarce.
Buyers of antique furniture are ad-
vised by House and Garden that It i
now glmost impossible to “pick wup”
genuine antiques in this ecountry.

bloody Kossovo, the wreckage of old

Turkish tide, says a London letter.
They who escaped into these fastness-
es were familles of caste, chleftains
andenobles, who for flve centuries
and more have remained unconguered.

Their very vices show breeding, &
recklessness at play and an extrava-
gance In dress. Yet gamblers though
they are and dandies, they are honest
as to cash, and if & purse of gold be
dropped by accident upon the high-
way it will be discovered by its
rightful possessor.

Prison life itself is ruled by honor,
for convicts who may have pulled a
trigger wander abroad. meet  their
friends, joln in festivals, and are
known only by the dull music of a
clanking chain,

The Montenegrin Is not devold of
education. He has his school in ev-
ery hamiet, and there s an amazing
story of the great Ivan, the prince
who burned his capital Zabijak to
save it from the Turk, setting up a
printing press Im Obod just twenty
years after Caxton 1 d begun his en-
terprice at Westminster. The machine
vanished amid the chaos, but it re-
vealed an Instinct.

It is an armed men that the Monte-
negrins now interest us. When they
go marketing to the Austrian coast
town of Cattaro they are required by
the authorities to rob their belts of
the mighty pistol, but at the frontler
they resume it, and It is the symbol
of their liberty.

Humble homage to the queen 18
rigldly exacted by King Nicholas, and
In the palace of Cettinje, princesses.
so far from being disdalned, are de-
scribed, paternally, as “my country's
most valuable export.”

To behead one's enemy 18 the final
Joy of the Montenegrins, who, there-
fore, disllke long range artillery and
the modern rifles which are received
from Russia as Christmas presents for
the reigning houses.

WILL SELL CHINESE ART

Imperial Family of New Republic Has
Plan to Dispose of Palace
Treasures.

New York.—Art connolsseurs from
all parts of the world are looking for-
ward to an auction sale which prob-
ably will be held in London next
year, and which should prove the most
wonderful disposal of art treasurea In
history. The articles to be offered to
bidders are nothing less than the
treasures of the Imperial palaces of
China .

The collection, which Includes the
finest specimens of every form of Chi-
ness procelains and ceramics, is
cnique and its value s enormous. It
is said that the disposal of the treas-
ures practically has been decided up-
on by the imperial family.

ing. T wish you'd forget the past
long enough to go on the roof and

This photograph of one of the streeta of Kirk Kilisseh was taken

astation wrought by the bombardment

Bulgarians, and shows the awfyl

squint around a little. You
been up this morning. And you
what you promised.”

The epecial fleld agent bell
fears of the Chinch Bugs am
grounded. The success with
the family of Gen, Pestiferom
was routed has convinced Se
Farmer that the winter houss W
ing plan is the best yvet for fig
| his old enemy. His toreh Iy
yand he's only waiting now
| last of the Chinch Bugs are Iy
i winter homes. ;

 MONTENEGRINS LONG VICTORS

MAKE BRIDEGROOM CAPTIVE

Bound and Gagged, West Orange, N,
J, Man Sees Tormentors Eat
Wedding Feast.

West Orange, N. J—Bound and
gagged, Bernard Cunningham, a young
business man of this town, was
forced to sit & wrathful witness at a
feast which he himself had prepared,
but which he was not parmitted to
share. The feast In question was the
vietim's wedding supper, and had been
spread in the dining rcom of his new
home, at 4 Main street. Mr. Cunning-
ham was married to Miss Mary Bren-
nan of this eclty, the ceremony being
held at the home of the bride, 105 Al
den street. A wedding breakfast was
served, and it had been planned by
the bridegroom to Invite a few Intl
mate friends to a supper In the eve
ning before starting with his wife on
their honeymoon journey.

During the afternoon a party of
friends called with a carriage at the
home of the bride and enticed the
bridegroom to go for a short ride.
Once in the carriage he was bound
and gagged and was.taken a prisoner
to his new home, where his captors
made short work of the good things
prepared for the supper that night.
After they had completed their repast
they released Cunningham, but not
until he had been detained long
enough to necessitate a postponement

of his wedding journey. nnnd
took the joke good naturedly,
sworn to get even with his tos
later.

LAYS FAILURE TO “MO¥

California Bandit Makes
Court Plea for ('.Ieuuup-
Autos Mis Specialty.

Los Angeles, Cal—Moving
showe caused his downfall,
to Cornellus Hadsaacker,
ed gullty to highway robb
which he made a pathetic a
probation.

The “movies,” according
prisoner, showed him “how
was done,” and he deserted the
for the highway shore. He
specialty of holding up ante

LIONS ARE GIVEN

Kings of New Yerk Zoo Get
Taste of Our “National
and Llke It
New York.—The lions in #
York zoo has a taste of turkey|
ly for the first time In their
They have been brought up end
ed beef ever eince they left &}
diet. Keeper Bnyder bought s
for each of the ten. The animal
suspicious of the new food at
a few sniffs convinced them
was all right, and when thep ™
through mnot even a wishbo

left. ‘.

" “BROADWAY BOB” IS HELD

Fashion-Plate’ Crook Picked Up In
New York as He ls About to
Dine in Restaurant.

New York.—Following complaints
from Broadway restaurants and hotels
that the pockets of patrons had been
picked, Detective McGee came to the
conclusion that clever enough for
such work was Walter Henry, a crook
of international reputation, a fashion
plate and as agreeable a companion
as one could find.

Henry alsc is known as Bob Hart,
Walter Hogan, Big Bob,, “the Doctor,”
“Big English Bob” and “Broadway
Bob.”

McGee was In Rector’s when Henry
strolled In.

“Where have you been?" asked Mc
Gee, as Henry tossed his coat and hat
to a boy.

“T've had great trouble,” replied
Henry. “My father has just died in
Brooklyn. That accounts for the
mourning band on my hat.

“Well, come to the station house
with me” sald McGee. “You are
wanted for that little trick pulled off
on Nov. 8th in the Kalserkeller.

The affair referred to by the detee-
tive was the robbery of Albert M.
Markler of 555 West 156th street,
who 18 connected with a Wall street
bank. On Saturday Markler got from
Marsello Pitt & Co., 170 Broadway, a
dlamond cluster valued at $800;: a
diamond ring set with rubles, $500; a
diamond bar ring. $300; a la valliere,

%

$500; a small diamond ring,
a gold clgarette case, $100,
total of $2.040. 4
On his way home Markler
at the Kaiserkeller to have &8
There he was joined by two W
agreeable strangers, who Ingf
he dine with them. He co
and on starting for home notl
the larger of the men brushed
him. Then suddenly he .
his jewelry was gone, but thel
was gone, too. p
Markler identifled Henry
his rogues’ gallery picture.

COURT DEFIED BY A CO

California Prisoner, In G
Dares Judge to Punish
Bent Back to Jall. =

Sacramento, Cal. — “You &%
contempt of court,” Superiof
Hughes exclaimed to a witnes
Jordan. “Suppose I am, what
going to do about it? coolly B
the witness, who was &
brought fram Folsom prison to i
regarding a stabbing affair
prison.

“If you can add any to my
years, go to It,” he added.

Although Jordan refused &0
against the prisoner on trial, |
withholding his own given
sneering at his examiners, the
was helpless, and in the end Jf
was allowed to go back to prises

TOY DOG SCARES ELEPHANT

Stampeded by Black and Tan About
the Bize of Kitten, Beast
Creates Mavoe.

Paris, France.—Stampeded by a toy
black and tan about the size of s
small kitten, one of the hugest ele-
chants Paris has ever seen did $1,000
worth of damage the other night in
the traffic-thronged Boulevard Beau-

marchais.

The elephant was shufiiing along

the boulevard for advertising pur
poses, attended by an ebony-skinned.
white-turbaned mahout, armed with a
long prod pole. Dashing from the
crowd on the sidewalk, the dog op
posed the elephant’s further passage,
offering battle with a cackle of wild
yapping.

Horrifled, the elephant wheeled and
broke into a ponderous gallop, trum-
peting shrilly. The dog pursued,
snapping _at his heels. The mahout
tried to stop the runaway, but his

charge was hysterical with terror.

Into a tobacco shop he dashed
#it. The door was too small fof
s0 ho took part of the wall with
Showcases went over and :
were smashed, chandeliers CTESSL
the floor and customers
selves In heaps In an
being flattened. The
little time to waste on mnrﬂ g
He merely tore do::e tl.h! ’
and rushed into &
finally, the mahout caught and
him. Under cover of the

the dog




