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" How folks in the tidewater section of
state that mothers presidents celebrate

during Christmas season. Some of the
Ispirit of Merrie England 150 years ago

S: :. pervades that part of America today,
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;til :ur* ri 'ularly 0Dh ..,rv .ed, not only
fin ht'h 1:1l'_ plan. taltio , but on tll'i

s nieitl'r tar'... and t\tn in the nero

qup;rt -"r. So all get their full tinllsur'
of gilft :tltl turl'key.

l'erhapi tih t lirst sin of ('lhristinle

is the killing oif ili' ftt hoi ,. •hlich have taketn

on te'.h r:apidly sine t'i' h wri'e put lup :ilnti hard-

ened il l good". 'coi' 'l-ar tcorn'll. llog-killing time

mealns a giintroi•- 'iippllyi of "f1re''•." ill otheir

words sm :l.•: e. .p:lr rih, i'hin', chlti'l t u-' e ut'. pig'

feet. and. if course. that frio.lh pork halr bakt'd

during 4'hristtnlas \w\eek. l'TI Is thsitked by 11

bakel haltl twvt yiirll oi andtl t .•:ar iurtd. It

will all fur tiih tiightly goo. l atin for s iti t

who drop iin for a littlte \\th.i. hirt hatte noit tim

to stay to t lh regular dlinnttr.

'lThose h • hl:t .h plit l' Ityar t on +l tidewater Vir-

ginia. ptaitatiot know just whalt lhog-killing timue

means tol iLt ianld hoi• sel . All thrllugh thie coiun-

tryside, fromi lil t htitll'et ntie'ro hlrliiig lt the

largest river estclte, prepiaraition for ('hristmlas

begins with hog-killing timne. for then the corn is

gathered. lithe ttiwipile' is realty. and ftrmt work in

general is in sluh condlition that all are in pretty
good shape for the holilay'.

That Christmas Gobbler.
Two weeks befolre Christmas. the turkey goh-

bier (generally one of the year's raising) is singled
out from the flock, put up In a slatted coop in the
back yard, fed on shelled corn till he is in proper
condition, killed the dniy liefore Christmas. hung

up on the north side of the. porch and next day,
when cooked in the old-titue kitchen by atn old-
time negro "kitchenti queen." formt the' piece-de-
resistance for the big dinner. The' IChristmnas
menu rejoiles iii rot turkey stuff'ed with oysters.
bread crumbs, etc. A sugar-cured hnam (fromll one
to two years old), crisp celery, Irish alnd sweet
potatoes (the latter em':lled), salsify and spinach
(all grown in the home "gyardin,") macaroni,
and, of course, cranberry sauce for the turkey.
The ldessert consists of Jelly (plenty of wine for
seasoning), blanc mange, both white and choco-
late, meringues, fruits, such as Malagun grapes.
rosy-cheeked apples, bananas and oralnges. Wine
is served at table and a toddy of whisky, sugar
and water, with a dash of nutmeg, will most likely
be taken by the gentlemen beforehand ait the side-
board. Roquefort cheese and coffee end the feast.

This menu is indicative of a typleal plantation

dinner; others will he in proportion to the taste

and means of the diners, but it can be safely as-

serted that nowhere would a guest or a stranger
fit down to a meager feast on this day, for even
the negroes have prepared most liberally for the
great occasion.

Christmas Decorations.
The good old customt of decorating the houses

for Christmas still ohtains, and the generous
supply of holly, running cedar taln pine. growing

In the Virginia woods, is used. Maision, farm-

bouse and cottage are all deeortated. Mantels,

balls, and even bedrooms are w itnesse's to the sea-
son of jollity. Family lnrtriaits of alnces'tors, now

long laid at rest, are honored with a wreath ot

green and the red berries of the holly, a Christmas

greeting from the stern celnvas.
What are the social customs that emphlasize this

season in Tidewater. Virginia? On (Christmas

morning a glass of eggnog or tLoddy is taken by the

gentlemen as they go into breakfast. After this

meal. the company will separate. It is possible

that some of the party will go to the Colonial

Ehurth in the neighborhood for Iortting service.
The ancient brick edifice will alwt.1' have been

becorated by loving hands for this season.

Wreaths of evergreen intertwine on walls, (chuntcel

and pulpit.
The morning service over. tihe congrigation ex-

a _ag Christmas gree+tings outside. Sohmee pre's-

are taken to church for neIghbors wthi live lit

a dstanle; happy. Inexpensive rec.ollections of the

aeas, but appre.datively Indicative of the mtuo-

lesotes e+t'ewtln. tIeak from church, heitl' folkle

a guests are rea-sly for dinner.
Hunting Parties.

Tb. Iat Virgihrele ar, lse. "'t 'r shown i pe-i'ehatlt
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laalil 'r-:" t yoll will latag III I he|1 I l t.|,1iv• a ali.'.. .. ........ l.

astad the' a'lia
'
rhiL' of thse aaanteai hlmiters a' tey

pjuarlaae Ih.' t 'rarfty fox thraiuih tiheld, uantd o\\ids on

a Christmus mnrnlng.
Thl ('hristlia:ts dinlner is Inlre l'r lss a: forlllll

function aiiNl it is Ilkely thatt the family ind the

guests will he in place whe'll the blessing is asked

by the hi.st. Even' the :niluramienti s of the hunle will

not nlakte the na(, overlook the timlle-hilniorid cus-

timl of being in Iplace when the stutTed gobblhr is

served.

The Country Dance.

In the evening all join ill tilh' old-timte country

dance. The very nalne suggests quadrilles. Ian-
t cers. two-steps, waltzes znll evenI. perhaps. the

S scholittish. These delightful recreations, still obh-

served, colne from the "niother country." andl have

tiourished in east Virginia for three centuries.
r Nothing Is more joyous than a Christlnas dmance

-on a Virgini Iplantatlin. whtere observance of the

seasonl is inherited, whcere the servants are ne-

groes, the tiddlers are negroes and thiaroughly fa-
r miliar with the dear old dance llusic' so fondly re-

membnhered lby those of aunt helliumi days. Invita-

-tions have Ibrought out the coluntryside, w-hose

social positiona deserves the courtesy. Tlh, "great
a house'" is d.c, ruted with all the 'verazreens of the

i seeasa. Bright fires are huatiralla aitd tilh. s,'rvanlrts

are onl haind to wa'it on the "witl faike',."

r Tite night is t starry one. arlllI n rime of frost
a has settled over the ltandn~.c'nl. 4 tatt shil th ir,' is a

e rumble of velhie ova\t'r tthi' slihlhtl froze'ai roadl

leading to the hl•luse. tabultgies. 'alarrialcat's, Ii'rha:lis a
four-aautle waagaa, with its gaiy a'rr\a\ii of aiung

S leIiople, the blalck jehu guitlillg hii' tir'n natiIl iam-

8 ing iln al rnpid trot. There. Inrnv bte a•lie or t\\ , aLu-

g totmaiiltes.
i- The big front door is thlrown ,apen.:l I t:taz of

P. geniaI light welcomes thai' ineoanilng gua~al,. who

- shake hantd•s wlth thit' hist aind htst ass stal;ndialg

within the portals. t'pstailrs go the "'gyrls" ti tha'
t "hladies' rai ,ll," whlh It'tha g.entlealt'ai ga to t ha' raoom

aassignaad thean. All Is tIusatle aaitl hallY lIrelaara-

tlon fiar thlat co'iniaig dcllut'.
. Nina' o'cloak chilaaas fran thie tiaaallali e'a oiia tha'

* iarlr mantel. 'l'he llvaly ievy of aiiidans are
e troatpiag down lithe hroaidal stairs. WVhiat ' .1iaan- if

. liveliness aar threi's higlhalred Virginia girls -- trnd

e they 'hatlra' liith vir3 altlaiiaishla'r' with a'iiaauatry.
1 Yoiaan geatlh'lali, olTar hurried ralaq'u-t fa'1 the

dalaci. Trhi' taIt' ra't ravilry hthgins with tha

t dhdilh:r a il if "E'h ,tiai,'e yii plua lthihi l, fo' de fats
. quaiddrill."

'I "Turkey in the Straw."

Th'lera is a g'rai i
fi 'ufa l '\'S i'iI, "f . all':- ;1a art"i s the

C- well-wnli-'d tlatr. a i'tih'tap ,,f h:ailn- :a- that' iot tple's

f-fall tt iht a '. Trh,.i •i''tIii aa f \t ,1Ohats tt tht' leatne'

tt af "Tiarl,,,y iai ahl' 'traimt." :it lt ht haitatil ttlei'r

i ':'aitls "',h'tai t fta ,'" ft'' datn' i ' tf, ,t - :taitha'r

a- mih t h',-rt iitt•,'iti--iott , aunt it - .uta t'r i- aaia uatalla'i,
l at I. o'att,,"Ik. "h'eli'a a lihi' aaai ,'-ita a - ltla :i3 aiaiiarth

f ,r th , t lal ,.s as thh .' minak ,' ih ,ir \\' a to the

lig t dtiaig rul.
at .1I' uI l tlt,' l'netz h,.h', m al an,,::tny titbit, I

I , sar..tl a: tn" tf, a ta t aha .ua, I-. a tatat altua, e' .'ha'-

-a -a' a aa' 'at'i ta -aisc lt. ahthi a \:fir. ariait-. t s hi a at'

t le t t issv n e u e h r

I corm lip to th i" house onl cf (:1111 withou;II j ;. :;III(] wll ithi rln e. uIr'", I."1. I
:ir "II. HIM .1 gld11u)1 1 of (lis IOUs

II1i I it if great 1.)11 I s 1-I . , lifI

11:1 iii'n ;11 v..1-r th tinrihed after

a 1 o I s sI .. t'."1 I :1 111 i,1 l a t r '

1 r I Is' I I iln "I JIi i t. js t1 rf:4is (1

ha:tI , I,.l -e eii l ! :ill j "tl : or lun l lh,,. heosl.1tal tle fr,

bolardl. Love iffairs |iiun. ant l
I

h:Irlie•-' j*'loull'l i
c:;1 i b t- eaiily dis.•ernt. d. Tihe "Inllner," is thell next I0
figurll. A cup1le' steals off iafte'r the set i ovet'r, a11

iecluded I ltunge in the hall offters opportunity for t
the "s•aeet lnthintgs." or nlilyhe true lt-ove called

forth by the propitious time iiand piace.

The negro servanits stand arolundl the hill door

a:ntd witclh with fiiseinated gaze the iny:i couplest

as they go through the dances. HIaptline'ss fairly

glteai•s on thelir dark fnce's.

T'hie night is waning. already the roosters have

crowed for "three o'clock." From now on until "dot f

brek er layt" the dancinig keeps up. andl when the

first re -Il -trak iippears on the horizon the violins

pl:ay "lhome. Sweet Home." It seems that the fid-

dlers fairly exce.l thelselves as they draw their p
bows for this, the last waltz. The dancers swing i
to the steady rhythm of the music. Tie imusic
(eases. Tlthe dance is over and one more old-timel l I

Virginia ('hrisrlitns gatheringz Is a memonl ry. The host

and hostess speed the plarting guests, and pres-
ently the "great house" is quiet.

The Customs Inherited.

The custllls inherited from English ancestors tl
will never he forgotten in this section of "(le ii

Virginny." \\ here thel plantation owner wass a very

king. wherei tihe snillthr farmers had their own 2:
lpeculiar pleasures, and where even the negroes \

(following the txmiil ,. of "del wite' fokes") have t
always madie merry in the Yuletide' season. fol-

lowing the tillne-honored customsll which have ex- n

isted so liong that like the comlnlion lIw,. "the nein- \\
ory of iaiiin runellithll not to the ci llntrairy." 11

('halnge• have taken place in this f:avored see- I

tion, ninny of the lhidest families have sold their It
a:nc(.estr•llI lihomeis and ioved to the cities. Tile t

numerouhlltr wtsell-knilown estate's have passedl inito thle ,h

hands of wezilthy plrsons from the North and i

W\est. but in splite of chanIIgesI i the spirit of (Christ- 1
rni•s iulilates til'he nativi's of aill classes ait• id is li

caught hy the "straiingers w ithini the. gates," for II

the N.nrtll.rn anld We\\'ster folks that hIiivte settled

and imiadse their homes' with us in ltarly every 1
IlcIse enteir intol thel social lifet of the cotiintuinlties

inll which they res•i,. and during the hoi,iday sena-
son join h:lndtts w ith the natives-- ll in humor for 1
the week Of frolicking. 1]

FISHERMEN SAVED MOOSE. I

. bull II ll•ose' was s•een litely. purstlied by ta blear. I

hosel toI the town of l'ineidale in the' state of
\Wy'mnitg. Two men. fishiing in la'yette lake' early
otle mllltr-niln:Z, were gt'r,.ltly astolisheied to see hits I

etlll-erge' freiim tile' tillbiier at al high rlat'e of slpe'ed
atlti rush tioward thli water. A fewt' stcn'iilid• Ilte'r,
ihowever, thely -ere able , ti grasp tihe re:i;s'n for

tli sitlgular toi Iductt. as :l large blach1k htear t'nlll 1
into \iew at tlhe uiol Iet. hut onl betllllinl•g the

men he at oce took fright and maell into the
,.. i. Afte.r nIlt.shing rolund in the' l:ke- for I

"Inc tine` the lmouse conIcI) out, blwt'\ tl'he water
fril his nostrils anlid stltd onlly ti few yards awiay
tr,,inl the fi-hermlen. eying themt+ reinely. 11e was
of tllvi-t;

:1I  
mize anl i had it ln tniti'e' t set of I

ii'irn- Il ' the hitel • li' -itl lt. tlhe li ke h at ti leis- 1

U l. I- ;lit il r aboul t i. a lil, :ill(n then darlte into

fOve about in thieir enriched clrcum-
s1ytance4-- themie ls.le aenriheidei in mind
aind hart andi pirit beyond all count.
ing.
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yFru Schrtt Excluded.

. ireln. Press ( a- s that tnhe ('athtri- ca
na Schratt. who for yNears wrs an in-

Ih t imate of Emperor Francis oseph. m " r
es aestd rf.uredtr admittance t•eo the lm-

it peor's death c amt r tt day aftlo er f
I. hre died and, was rleuel to leaved ,y

v. the castle immcdatt eol
h" a c hanitte wof foive une r th , n , int

a- He Leaves $49,566o895. In
r mn sew York.-f aitirlt .e larknosh t. rh

it ie sto at the tm of hias a lr the i in h • r i sI

h. I r sled nas sir y tii r( ' flue td i t ve tn ,t-
i tht holder of Standarl (Ai ts. hl1- s

i. an estate ot Iives $49i566,8;9.! ih Hh
Iia nrther. Ed arld S. W. i wrk -in,. t H
ill t.1FO•0. is the (fl1 -f i i d iith hih i .1a

ig Beeves Sell at $12 Per 100 Pounds.

of Kansas ('ity. -Twelhi dollar- pjr ut

, 100 ponlnds was paid fur lat f -tot-r-
il. here. This is the highist pric. ' ver i Li
"r paid In thE open markei Jtire for tti l I

It. grade. Thereee am 22 ladne i the i l,
ty Frlipment. averaging t1.4ei pounsr

-re e.ach. Iie l

.Ii To Seize Farm Lands.
i I ,ndon. In 496rd.r better to -iurn

it. fo wd supplirs. King h (;aelrl i a-. l iin.rd

it. an ordir in cotinti ilmpoweartint the
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