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How folks in the tidewater section of
state that mothers presidents celebrate
during Christmas season. Some of the
; spirit of Merrie England 150 years ago
[ pervades that part of America toda
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Perhaps the

is the killing of the fat hogs, which e fuken
5 on tesh rapidly sine » put up ammd ! "
ened on wl, sonped 1. Hog-killing time
means f generons pply of “fresh” in other
worids sausage, spareeih, ehine, cheese-souse, pig's
feet, and, of course, that <h pork ham baked
during Christmas week.,  This s flanked by n
ki baked ham two years old aml sagar-cured It
will all sh mibghty good eatlng for visito

who drop in for a lttde while, but have not it
lar dinner,
s on o tidewater Vir

to stay to the

Thoze who have
gluin, plantation knew just what hog-killing time
means to host All thromgh the coun-
tryside, from the humblest negro holiding to the
Iargest river preparation’ for Christmas
begins with hog-Killing time, for then the corn is
gathered, the woodpile is rewdy, and farm work In
general is in such condition that all are in pretty
good shape for the holldays.

That Christmas Gobbler,

Two weeks before Christmas, the turkey
bler (generally one of the year's raising) is singled
out from the Hock, put up in a slatted coop in the
ek yard, fed on shelled corn till he is in proper
condition, killed the day before Christmas, hung
up on the north side of the porch and next day,
when cooked in the old-time kltehen by an eld-
time negro “kitchen gqueen,” forms the plece-de-
resistance for the The Christmas
menu refolees in roast turkey stuffed with ovsters,
bread erumbs, ete. A sugar-cured ham (from one
to two years old), erisp ecelery, Irish and sweet
potatoes (the Iatter cundied), salsify and spinach
(ull grown in the home “gyardin”) macaronl,
and, of course, cranberry s=ance for the turkey,
The dessert consists of jelly (plenty of wine for
seasoning). blane mange, both white and choco-
late, meringues, fruits, such as Malaga grapes,
rosy-cheeked apples, bananas and ornnges. Wine
Is served at toble and a toddy of whisky, sugar
and water, with a dash of nutmeg, will most likely
be taken by the gentlemen beforehand at the side-
board. Roquefort cheese and eoffee emi the feast,

This menu is indicative of a typienl plantation
dinner; others will be in proportion to the taste
and menns of the diners, but it can be safely as-
serted that nowhere would o guest or a Stranger
st down to a meager feast on this day, for even
the negroes have prepared most liberally for the
great occasion,

Christmas Decorations.

The good old custom of decorating the houses
for Christmas still obtains, and the generous
sapply of holly, running ccdar nml pioe, growing
n the Virginia woods, is used.  Mansion, farm-
house and ecottage ure ull decornted.  Mantels,
halls, and even bedrooms are witnesses to the sea-
son of jollity. Family portraits of ancestors, now
long laid at rest, are honored with o wreath of
green and the red berries of the holly, a Christmas
greeting from the stern canvas,

What are the socinl customs that emphasize this
season In Tidewater, Virginia? On  Christmas
morning & glass of eggnog or toddy is taken by the
gentlemen as they go into breakfast.  After this
meal, the company will sepnrate. It i8 possible
that some of the party will go to the Colonial
charch in the neighhorhood for morning service,
The ancient brick editice will alwnys have been
decorated by loving hands for this Ml
Wreaths of evergreen Intertwine on walls, chunecel
and pulpit.

The morning service over, the congr
thange Christmas grectings outside, 1
mts are taken to church for nelghbors who live at
s distance ; happy. Inexpensive recollections af the
peason, but appreciatively Indleative of the no-
mentons ocrasion.  Back from church, home folks
nd guesta are rv y for dinner.

Hunting Parties.
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universal, you will hear the bayiog of the houmlds
and the cheering of the mounted hunters as they
pursue the erafty fox through fields and woomds on
a Christmans morning.

The Christmas dinner is more or less o formal
function and it is lHkely that the family amd the
guests will be in place when the blessing is asked
Ly the host. Even the allurements of the hung will
not make the men overlook the time-honored cus-
tom of belng in place when the stuffed gobbler is
served,

The Country Dance.
In the evening all join in the old-time country

danee, The very nanme suggests quadrifles, lan-
cers, two-steps, waltzes and even, perhups, the
schottish, These delightful recreation still ob-
served, come from the “mother countr and have

flourished in east Virginia for three ituries.

Nothing is more joyous than a Christmas dance
i Virginly plantation, where observance of the
SONS0n Inherited, where the servants are ne-
groes, the tiddlers are negroes and thoroughly fa-
millar with the dear old danee music so fondly re-
membered by those of ante bellwn days,  Invita-
tions have brought out the countryside, whose
social position deserves the eourtesy.  The “great
house” Is decornted with all the evergreens of the
genson, Bright fires are buarni i the servants
are on hand to wait on the “wite fokes”

The night is a starry one, 1 & rime of
has settled over the lundse
rumble of vehicles over the slightly
leading to the house, huggies
four-mule with its
people, the black jehu gul
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The hig front door is thrown open, a bhluze of
genial light welecomes the ineoming guests, who
shake hands with the host and hostess standing
within the portals,  Upstales go the “gyrls” to the

“adies" room,” while the gentlemen o to the room
assipned them. Al s bustle and happy prepara-

tlon for the coming danes,

Nine o'clock chimes fr the thmepi on thae
parlor mantel.  The Hvely bevy of 1 s ure
trooping down the broad stairs,  Wha fons of
loveliness are these highbred Virginia girls '—and

they churge the very atmosphere with coguetry.

Young gentlemen offer hurried requests for the
danee.  Then the real revelry bhegins with the
fuldler's I oof “Choosee y0" pahiduanbs f08 de fus

quadidri
“Turkey in the Straw.”

There is 2 graceful sweep of skirts aeross the
well-wnxedl floor, o himds as the couples
full fn plnce, The sers o violdi v the tune
of “Turkey in the Struw.” amd 1) ad thldler
ealls w1 e danee Tollows another
with short int w=iony, until sy arnongneed
at 12 o'cloct Then the musi < i omareh
for the conples as they t to the
b restil.
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flzure. A coupde steals off after
sectuded lounge in the hall offers opportunity for
the “sweet nothings,” or mayhe troe love called
ferth by the propitious time aml place.

The negro servants stand around the hall deor
amd wateh with fa i v the many couples
as they go through the dances. Happiness falely

board, Love
1 1
"

iseoerned,

gleams on their

The night is waning, already the roosters have |
erowed for “three o'cloek,” From now on until “de |
brek er day” the daneing keeps ap, and when the
first red streak appears on the horizon the violins
play “Home, Sweer Home” It seems that the fidd-
dlers fairly excel themselves as they draw their
bows for this, the last waltz. The dancers swing
to the stendy rhythm of the music.  The musie
ceases, The dance is over and one more old-time
Virginia Christmas gathering is a memory. The host
and hostess spesd the parting guests, and pres-
ently the “great house” Is quiet.

The Customs Inherited.
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he forgotten in this section of “Ole
Virginny where the plantation owner was 4 very
king, where the smaller farmers had their own
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(following the examphe of “de wite foke
always in the Yuletide
lwing the time-honored eustoms which
jstedd w0 long that ke the cominon Inw,
man runneth not to the contrar

Changes have taken place in this favered see-
tion, many of the pldest families have sold their
ancestral and moved to the cities. The
numerons well-known estates have passed into the
hanids wenlthy from the North and
West, hut in spite of changes, the spirit of Christ-
animates the natives of all clusses nwd 18
1 hy the “str: rs within the gates” for
the riliern and Western Tolks that have settled
and made their homes with us in nearly every
euxe enter into the socinl Bie of the communities
In which they reside, and during the holiday sea-
son Join hands with the natives—ull In humor for
the week of frolicking.
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FISHERMEN SAVED MOOSE.

A bull moose was seen Intely, pursued by a bear,
the town of Pinedale in the state of
Two men, fishing in Fayette lake early
nierning, Fig him
the timber at a high rate of speed
rush townrd the water, A few seconds later,
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wonnls,  After splashing round in the luke for
omie time the moose came out, blew the water |
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- ACTION IN GREFCE

wirelesg Press says that the Catheri
na Schratt, who for vears was an in-
timate of Emperor Francis Joseph,
was refused admittance to the em-
peror’s death chamber the day after
he died and was requesied to leave
the ecastle immediately

He Leaves $49.566,895
New York—Charles W, Harkness,
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e sighed relievedly.
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can't see you'”
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he watehed, one large drop quivered
tn the moonlight and rolled down bef
In an instant he was sittiof
ey Lenad pillowed on b8

i=

SO, yvou mpustn't See me any o e,

“My nume lso't | .‘
it's just plain EO

sl
Rileigh
Reilly, und

all;
I'm a stenographer

e to s,
that

think

Her land e
prosopd

At you were ouly Tk

i< wonll be ull right
vou're rich.’

tulk lke thut, dear.”
“1 jove you; thats all

he
I ‘b # vell of tears she smiled
1 bl
P
And ¥ wre, no matter what 1
b gsherst] happdl s

b wiaplel.”

v os more thas all t
il peqrs frod




