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the little feathered messengers to whom he and
his comrades owe their lives.

These litle birds have been used in almost
every concelvable way to get word back to the
L reserves or headquarters  when  all other
finenns of communication failed.

Careler plgeons are not only used by the in-
fantry and the navy, but are nsed frequently by
the air service. At the Dunkirk hydroplane sta-
tion they have an enviable recoril. There has not
been a single accident to a plane, nor the loss of
a plane in combut, where word of the occurrence
was not brought back by the pigeons which are
! a part of the equipment of the planes. Instances
| of the value of the messengers could bhe muiti-
ed without number, but it Is more interesting
s pecount how these hirds nre bred, reared and
pused under war conditions.

The plgeon's ability to do all of these wonderful
tasks lies In Its faculty of orlentation, that is, its

pigeons has been a royal and national sport in
Belginm, Franee, ltaly, Turkey. Ezypt and Eng-

the tricks wlhi-h count when the bird is actually
raeing in competition with other pigeons, It s
taught to enter the loft immediately upon Its re-
turn, for a bird that does not enter so that the
message it earries can be taken from it Is of very
Tittle value as A MESSENEeT. Nothing s more
exasperating to the fancler or racer than to have
the plgeon peturn and conl 1ts anatomy and view
the scenery for a half hour hefore entering the
loft. It is nearly sufficient cause to make the
trainer of pigeons lose his faith in pigeon nature;
hesides it gives the neighhors a chance to make
romarks about the fuilgrown men pluying with
birdies. Once the bird is inside the loft it ean-
oot emerge, since each toft is equipped with a
trap through which the bird ean enter ut any time
but eannot go out unless the trap is get for exit,
The ordinary bharn variety of pigeon or those
hred for the production of squabs for market and
the racing homing pigeon should not he ccon-
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messages intrusted to our pigeons are safely and | women as  lookouts,
speadily  delivered by them to  headquarters. | in pursery work.

The messengers are carried to the h:unt ‘“: Ten thousand girl servants at Stutt-
especially eonstructed wicker baskets which ean gart, the capital of Wurttemherg, were
hg earried handily by the soldier intrusted withe bt ol recently to help unlond i
thelr enre. Back of the lines the pigeons are kept | . rrojeht ears. Each has to give
in either of two kinds of lofts or home, station-' o gae or two half-days a week to
ary or movable, hut the essential feature of ench | this work. They are paid men’s wages,
is the sume. LEvery effort is made to meke vm'll.‘ Half fare s‘:"ﬂ,t car tokets for
bird eomfortahle, happy and attached to 1ts home. | i neople during certain hours
This is done most effectively hy the method of | of the day must be issued by the
feeding, as the approach to the bird's affection Drbinge * Hlectric  company l.llldge
ja through its stomach, the same ns with genus Reed ruiw‘l in federnl court "i'ho i
homo. Each loft is equipped with a trap through pany, n Delaware c-nnml’-minu fisE
which the birds are taught to enter and leave tl‘lll‘p‘terl to abolish the half fure‘

without fenr. Each time the bird enters the trap Atwe three Doure Sibete o

an alnrm is antomatically rung, notifying the : ;
attendant of the return of the bird. that the mes-| Youngstown (0.) railway union rati-
fied @ new wage agreement with the
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| over military pge have gone 1o Eng

Acradrome contractors from Great
Pritain are at present in Dublin for

sitnation in Ireland,
Unskilled workers employed in the

the beginning of the war as a tempo-
rary measure.

Liebknecht's appenal for a general
strike is meeting with more responsg
with many strikes in big factories
Liehknecht himself, entering buildings

backed by foree, has persunded work- |

ers to quit. The coal mine strike at
Essen has taken a serious turn, the
miners teying to enforee their demanid

by threats to destroy the mines on |

Monday.

Every employee of Morris & Co.,
packers, was given a Christmag bonus
of 10 per eent of the amonnt of thelr
snlary for the six montha period end-
ing November. The total amount dis
tributed ageregates several
thousand dollars, H. A. Timmins, sec-
retary and assistant treasurer, said.

power to know as soon us it Is released in what fused. They are as distinet and have as mmny  sage may be immediately obtained und forwarded g il =

direction its home loft ig and to Ny directly to It points of difference as have the big draft horse to headquarters. l'\l[]nhnnii.—;.vﬁ’l;;mmgn Li;";?t Iml]! Pocer, | [";111‘ _l";:"_g brought & smile from the

The pertection to which orientation is developed — and the high-strung, nervous racing horse. The sefore the late war If yon had told a pigeon _:1“”'“';-; e men will receive from | office boy up. y

in the highly bred and trained homer was recently ordinary pigeon has very little homing ability, fancier that yon could move his pigeon loft as far | = 2 B e | ot Mikomat S of Rl
ratification meeting all ears were mo- anid Fmployed, whose ohject it 1= to

demonstrated at o pigeon fly conducted by the
plgeon section of the signal corps, when 3,100
homing pigeons were relensed In Washington for
a fly to New York city, 994 miles. To a single
bird, these pigeons ran out of their coopz and

« arcse In the alr with the speed of an express
train, and after taking a half circle to get their
hearing were off for New York. Every one of
the pigeons was reported to have arrived prompt-
Iy and the first arrival made the trip in & hours
and 40 minutes, Surely it did not stop to read
many sign posts on the way.

Just how the homing pigeon developed this
power of orientation is a mooi question, but It is
certnin that it has been cultivated through cen-

until now it 18 almost uncanny. What
the pigeon back to the loft where it first
wtook to the alr” Is a quality ealled by many

and you will find that each person knows plains to their old homes in New York. Another innovation developed was the “owl ex- ognition of their union. Mayor Church | quickly as possible the senate amend- | calamity. tn dedid

that he has the answer to the riddle. Some call At various times in this country the army and press.” There were pigeons at the front thar ohjected to the dismissal of the offi- | ed the hill so that 1t will apply to householder 0T ;‘ifiz“r:t m'mq.l{

i B e e navy have decided to use use enrrier pigeons in developed the faculty for seeing at night ©lals without nvail. A mass meeting i\\-nrkprﬁ whaose services will tapminate “'h"""'r‘ he ‘;ﬂ: :tpﬂ,mg for muf
the subject, IL 1S matter 1o

ulty, atmospheric conditions, sight, or memory.
Personally, 1 eannot call it anything more or less
than instinet, highly developed. We find it in
degree in horses, dogs and eats, and in

other birds it seems to be developed a little less
markedly, but with sufficient accurncy so that
they migrate annually thousands of miles without
the aid of any other compass than their instinet.
When we remember the potent power of selec-
tion and think of the years and generatlons of
careful breeding and selection which the homing
pigeon has undergone it is not so woniderful that
they have developed the homing instinet to a high
degree. 1 have seen their cousins, the fan-tailed
s, hred to such a degree of fineness that

they weighed only a few ounces apiece nnd were

whereas the homing pigeen is kept and bred ex-
clusively for that faculty. They are alco hred for
speed, and every muscle which is used in flight
is developed almost at the expense of the other
muscles of its body. In races the aetual speed
recorded 1s almost beyond bellef. Speeds of 1,850
to 1000 yards per minute, or 90 miles per hour,
have been made for short distances, and it is not
extraordinary for a bird to cover in excess of S0
miles in a single day. The record for 1000 miles
is 1 day, 11 hours, 24 minutes amd 11 seconds, and
was made by a bird named Bullet, and the longest
sneeessful raee was 1,680 miles from Denver,
Colo., to Springfield, Mass. (time 22 days, 3 hours,
minutes), although instances are recorded
where birds sent from New York to the Pacific
const as hreeders, have, on liberation or escape,
returned from Californiza, over the mountains and

i

their work, but with indl ferent success until the
recent war. The old reports are rather amusing
when copsidered in the lizht of present-day knowl-
edge of what ean be done with the birds when
handled properly. Pigeons were useil in the n:n—-_v
more than 20 years ago, but failed throngh lack
of proper care. At the time of the Mexican bor-
der trouble pigeons were again tried, but with
little success for the same reason and through
lack of time for acclimatization.

Howming pigeons were first put on a husiness-
like basis in the army in March, 1917, in the
enstern department. In November of that year
the pigeon section of the land division of the siz-
nal corps was organizgl, and since then rapid
progress has been mafle in this country and

as 50 miles and that the pigeons would return to it

ewiftly and accurately he would probahly have

Jaughed at you aod said gomething about your and schedule resumed, !

a4 mevice in the pigeon racing and breeding Representatives of the French Gen-

The movable loft is one of the advances eral Federation of Labor presented to
President Wilson when he landed at

in pizeon lore that the wanr has brought out.
fhis is a very important development, as it js DBrest an address declaring that the
waorkers of France welcomed him joy-

highly desirnble that the lofts always be near to
military headquarters and avallable for instant fully. The address zaid that the pres-
removal with headquarters as conditions may re- ident’s proclamation of his 14 peace
quire. These movable lofts are very well con- points was an epoch In the history
structed and are interesting homes for these itin- of the world, “shedding light in a
erant messengers. They are outfitted with nesting Dight of blood.” D

| The Toronto (Canada) pollce were

heing
nine.,

tionless but the strike was ealled off | bring

boxes, ohservation traps, storage space for feeld,

water, and accommaodations for one or two at- ealled out on strike following an all-
tondants who are constantly on duty. In fact. night meeting.

they remind one of the cireus wagons that travel Instatement of union officials, all bhut
with the smaller circuses ahout the eountry. one of whom were dismissed, and ree-

followwd, at which the men voted to go
on strike.

The striking motormen and condue-
tors of the Cleveland Raflway com-

and these were ealled veritable human night owls,
In fact, they eame home much maore steadily and
aecurately than some of their civilian hrethren, |
who were wont to be habitual riders of the “owl
axpress.” | pany voted to accept the proposition
The sport of racing and breeding pigeons is due of President Stanley "f, the company
1o receive an impetus as a civilian sport pow that - hp‘ WONKE MO 190 e ook
the war is ended. and the progress made under ductors hy March 1. The men re
war conditions should not be allowed to lapse. smnprl.wm_'k. The women have been
Thousnnds of soldlers will have become familiar | employed since Segtember 1.
with the birds and will have a warm regard for The largest single eall for lahor re-
them, There will be many who will sliave the ('E-lvﬁrt “,t the headquarters of the
teeling of the officer who was mentioned in the ‘."“N‘ ‘Mnh-! employment sarvice &t
first part of this article as having been saved by kI\i'::'Pd‘tr;:;:lr;r‘mumth;mnrgi:ﬂrr; m{:
E 1 nsylvan

the pizeons in the battle of Bethuncourt apd
Dead Man's hill. Lotz 1 2 g g et

‘8700 men, More than half of the

3 Carrying-on Alone

went downtown for the peace celebration
glender young woman, whose husband had
killed in one of the reghments sent to
Frapce. Some one who knew her, expressed
surprise at her being W illing to take part in this

celebration.

|
on your face. I can rer;-on better if I know
you'll do that”

“So I promised him I would. and he reminded
me in every letter of my promise, ‘Carry-on with
a smile; he ended every letter—even the Tnst
one. So I'm still earrying-on, even if he doesn't
come back, My still holds,"—Indian-

it -

total are wanted for skilled work.

Members of the Montreal Police and
Firemen's union issued an ultimatum
to the city that their strike wounld be
resumed unless three officials, whom
they ohject to, were dismissed. They
left the force.

Six hundred ship workers at the
south plant of the Baltimore Drydocks
and Shipbuilding company quit work
because, they say, their woges have

parts are loaded directly onto a truck with lmI
overhead crane, rup up 2 25 per cent grade onto
the loading pintform alongside the box ears and
then into the box car. The loading position of this
truck is directly at the hottom of the 23 per cent
grade and the truck must climb this grade from a |
standing start. As high as two tons have been |
handled in a single load in this fashion. One of |
the serious problems that has confronted this man-
ufacturer iz the handling of flasks and storage ma-

and bolters, and though the work in

They demand the re- |

British employers and workers
tozether in harmoenions ecoperation,

recently held suecessful meetings in |
the Midlands of delegates from trades |
As the result of |

and labor counecils,

| netivities of the allinnce, a joint com-

mittee of employers and employed has
heen formed at Liverpool,
The house hill providing for the pay-

ment by the government of the rail. |

road fare of war workers returning fo
thelr homes was passed hy the sennge
and now to confernce.  The
measure applies only to workers pe-
reivinz not more than $1400 anpu-
ally, and to encourage reduction in the
number of government employeps as

FLOTEE S

hy next January 15 instead of March
31, as provided in the house draft.

The hoard of directors of the Cana-
dian rallway has ordereq the Great
Northwestern Telegraph company to
include chiefs and linemen in Its new
schedule, thus avolding a strike.

The strike of pollcemien, firemen and

seftléd and the men returned to work,
The strikers agreed to arbitrate after
the eity eouncil had voted to accede
tn their demand far the dismisgal of
the director of pnhlie safety.
sistant and the chief of d
| While the strike insted only
| gangs of hoodlnms eansed domage es-
timated at more than $250.000,

The strike in Berlin has reached 2e-
rions propertions, aceording to a dis-

pateh received at London from Am-
sterdam.
ing published tnd these are small leaf-
lets. Tt is saiq that 50000 workmen
are out,

Demanding an inerease In wages—
from 87% to $1.25 an hour—union
plumbers and steamfitters, emplored

hundred -

other city employees of Montreal was |

Only two newspapers are he-

ﬁ!ﬂw went away he was quite a sok v
e told her friend. “He rot only weee & S terial on filled ground; to cvercome this is a been reduced. The men who left the | at governm : One-Pun Note.

fort g * § a port- - government nitrate tlant No. 2, at| A i "
' ; what he termed Sale asid trick with fiat planks s ralls was| TOTOE dre mostly machinists, riveters | Mussel Shoals, walked out on strike.; The Rolier:ians slways were

n which 1o get
¥ ilown

trterosted in that

fire loss

Lo, V! all

s

< to their mak-

home refesoed il
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Plan your peace garden now.

EFFECTIVE “CAMOUFLAGE”

hn Unsightly Wall Adjoining Church
Property, Beautified by a Trellis, |
Vines and Shrubs.
—Popular Mechunics Maugaziue.
—_—
Destruction of Rats in Cities.
The routing of rats from cities has
become hoth an erannmic and a sub
tary necessity. Facing the possibilit
of an epidemic of hubonie or pned
monie plague and the cnormans €N
penditures neeessitated by snek 4
outbreak, It is the part of wisdom fo0
any city to protect jtself from tb
! . 1t is not for the individu

cipal legisiation, and it Is the dufy @
the eitizen to support the ordinane
and to eo-nperate with the anthorit
to the hest of his ability In oriler thi
the city may be a clean and safe p
in which to live.

Fire Prevention.
Fire prevention js the nest ruT:l-
publie thrift this couptry lr||l.-T_.r|- ; 0
Our returning goliliers ean M.'. " ;:‘1'
word that Ip the last T.rsu.\:.r. \I
1913, our per capitd fire logs was T
than four times that of l-r:n!--.'n
more than €x times that of Englan
—PBoston Herald,
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They had royal

made and no difficulty encountered in running at
full apeed‘wlz this track—a distance of 130 feet.

There were 445 strikers, and it is said -
that they will he jolmed by the ear- car in the thirtcenth century
penters, eloctrieinns, jron workers, and | Glob

sheet metal workers.

ahead peopet

the yards Is still progressing, the con-
struction, of ships on the ways is se-

r- wously hampered.




