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to the breeze and undertakes iJDJ
do what its name implies, that 13|
to give a record of current events
and transactions on the “Lower
Coast” and of such events and

“Lower Coast.” The ‘‘Lower

Coast”’ is that part of the delta
of the Mississippi river lying be- |
Jow the city of New Orleans and |
is so designated in contradistine-
tion to the upper coast that |
part of the delta lying above |
New Orleans. The
Coast”’ country represents over|
200 miles of coast line, the cas
and west banks of the Mississip—l
pl river reaehing from New Or—n:
Jeans to the sea, 110 milesdistant. |

flood heights of the river,
is a charm in their immensity
they spread far away to the east|
and to the west. The great su-

orchards,

boats and fishermenand greatoy-
ster canning factories, the pilot
station and the lookouts and the
great jetty work at South Pass
and at Southwest Pass, all com-
bine to make up a country that
may lack the picturesque beauty
of a country of hills and valleys,
but is a country that contains
more of the elements of natural
wealth than any equal area of
1and on the plannet.

Holland is rich in her alluvial
lands, so rich, as Col. George E.
Waring says in his ‘‘Farmer’s
vacation,”” that some of the
Dutch farmers have their cook-
ing utensils made of silver, and
yet the lakes, rivers and canals
of Holland are frozen over for a
considerable part of the year.
We live in the Hofland of the
western world, but live in tempe-
rate latitudes, \where the land
never freezes threc inches deep,
where roses bloom practically al!
the year around, where we have
more units of sunshine of heat
and of moisture than are had else-
where without the tropics; where
nature, in fact, has done somuch
for us that we are tempted to
trust to nature for a subsistence

- and perhaps to forget that we
can only get the good things of
this earth by earnest and persis-
tent struggles.

This ‘“‘Lower Coast’’ is the

' garden- spot of Louislana. Its
vast stretches of fertile land can
support a population equal to
that of all Louisiana. Thisis on-
1y now coming to be appreciated

_and there is growing up here a
great truck gardening interest

that is now selling its “'head let-
“tuce” up to Chicago, St. Pauland
" gven the distant Winnipeg. Mil-
lions of our oysters are heing

" . ‘sent farup into the West and

even on to the Pacific coast,, and
as far as Seattle. Qur splendid
oranges are going up into the

- West daily by car loads and our

4ruele-gardens are even now
pen with the present and com-
ing crops of lettuce, cabbages,
garlic and onions.

This is the country that was
explored by LaSalle in 1682, He
went us far down as the mouth
" of'the river, having come down
- the Mississippi by the way of
the great lakes and the Illinois
river. Thirty years later Bien-
ville founded the eity of New
Orleans and 110 years later
Btienne de Bore made the cene

- sugar industry a success in this

state and its rapid development
meurr,e:l_hrzely on the “‘Lower

The “‘Lower Const” is classic
ground and it has been the acene

. of many a conflict and many aro-

| Englisn - yilles  soi
R N, S twem"i:ans,!vial lands of Louisiana, or,
ary lands where anails pre- | the course _of g dnven
tre rural dzst.r'cts} rof. Kn op | province and to supply it 3
noted years ago that among hpe the nacessury implements

ma , s
|may 'people who were thoughnt tog be apparatus for planting, cul
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JAN. 2, 1509,

below the eity of New
wheraa ghort bend in

who claimed that _
possession of the country in thely
name of England, turned back g

upon the appearance of Bienville, | glso the wild, or deer pea.
Bienville, | would therefore be fair to inf

had already taken possession of|that our alluvial soils do notnee

who asserted that he,

the country in v»e name of the!;

Kingof France, aud he referred | iments
to his open boat as evidence of by Dr.
'his occupation of tne country|guccessful growth
above. The point whenee Cap-:g
; oy : . tain Jones turned back on has! 1ard in the hills of NOWh Lous-
with this issue flings its barll'lf-‘lf'.heen known as English Turn ev- i, o it sopmra {}P"\‘Ei‘ﬁ?@ﬂt‘tn o8
In 1844, when Lowis- a,00n stand of alfalfs.

iana, in the electoral college, €ast’ o pavimantg made in Ca'hern in | pex
the vote that decided theelection ;o .1, S '

of James K. Polk as President of |5, qacan. bt we heliave th ¢ f
|1 degrep, bty we: HEUBYE T4 .wili be made to secure greater|horse labor. A

er since.

transactions as may affect the  the United States, 1t was found ypa stend of slfalfa there hoe!
| that this Parish of Plaquemines|, W= R s
. ; ot herama all that =as desivad,
;gave-the.vote’that decided the'y, the hlff lands at Paton Pouge.
election in this state. It ‘ ‘thenf_w‘.ﬁch are preeymehle an allvia
rained the cognomen of the “Em-" ¢ ~vither sart, if, was

L=}

' 12 " it - 3 1 . . s

pire parish,”’ and it has Dbeen ipa¢ inoeculation, while not abse-,

: utely essential. @ave better re-

geographical ar- gults than did the plots without * o e ! : ;
1 ‘and having but lmited house | theoretically, if not prac

as to the profitable utilization of 'this kind.

1nown as such ever since.
Its peculiar

“Lower | pearance will be seen at a glarce {inoenlation,

on the map. It projeets far out

t 'into the Gulf as a narrow penir- dome to recognize plfalf~ as o-e
|sula, the alluvium of the Rocky of the verv hect pnssible ercvs
transported  thous- fap the farmer tn prodice,

ands of miles to the Gulf having: the other kard there hive beer
While the lands lie Jow and their | built up this peninsula. The ad-'many failurae, due, porhang, to i
surface generally 38 below the|jacent bays are now our great the choice of the wrong time ¢ were asked to return the calls ol
there  oyster fields, which make Louis- of the year, or the eround mav
agliana the chief oyster producing have heen in too rough a condi-

Mountains,

ty of the waters of the Gulf pro- come and this has discouraged so/ e
gar factories, the fields of grow- | tects our orange orchards from many persons that we have mal-fand ot she SOOR%
ing sugar cane, the great rice | freezing weather, excep on ex- v but few successful

plantations, the beautiful orange ' extraordinary oceasions and alto- | falfa in this state. It is now sai
the hundreds of splen- ' gether we believe that while
the oysterilivein the finest state in the fede- | the late summer
,ral union, we who liveon ‘“Lower 1 fall so as to escrpe the prolific

! Coast”’ live in the finest section growth of summer grasses

|

'all that it can in every way to
!_promote the good of the people!
lof this section and advance as:
far as it can the interests of the!
secticn: to call the attention of!
readers everywhere to the won-
derful advantages that we here.
possess and to lead all the world |
to a better appreciation of them. !
: We shall do our best to attain|
! these ends. |
|
| Alfalfa. !
| The people of the Centennial,
State, Colorado, and of the wilds |
of Western Kansas, were among |
the first in this country tonation-
alize, so to speak, that great leg-
uminous plant, alfalfa. Forgen-
erations agrieulturists have been|
familiar with the merits of the
| plant under the English name of
Lucerne, but it required the arid
climate of Western Kansas and
of Colorada to search for crops
that would grow with a limited
water supply. It was found that
gorghum would grow where In-
dian corn would entirely fail and
many thousands of acres of sor-

Kansas as a forage plantand the |
magnitude of the industry led to
efforts to convert sorghum into
sugar, the state of Kansas offer-
ing to pay bounties for the suc-
cessful production, as our read-
ers will remember was the case
a quarter of a century ago.

Over in Colorado they tock up
alfalfa because of its greatcapac-
ity for searching for water, its
roots penetrating, it is stated to

ish name for the plant then cur-
ent in that country has now be-
come generally adopted for it
throughout the United States. Al-
falfa is recognized as the legume
containing in its stems and leaves
more protein matter than does
any similar plant. Experiments
with alfalfa in Louisiana have
demonstrated that as a protein
food, when cut up in short

practically all hydrocarbons, ‘the
mixture constituted an almost
perfect ration. Those who have
not the alfalfa can use.rdinary
hay in consuming molasses as
stock food, provided they use
enough cotton seed meal to sup-
ply the protein which alfalfa on-
ly supplies and which is missing
in the ordinary hay.

The United States Department
of Agriculture has recently is-
sued & bulletin on alfalfa which
gives a resume of the spread
of alfslfsa and a discussion
of the best . means of secur-
ing and maintaining a stand
|ofit. The special features re-

%

| quisite to securing .an adequate
ve-|stand ssem to be those of soil in<

5 snd i iy in the

The allu- clothing and whetever else m
in ey
$e riveriiact,

| makes a head wind od of what vail,
have been a faif Wind to an ' enough
ascending vessel, Captain Jones | guminous plants.
he had taken|that in our allluvial districts ve,

we |that alfalfa sheuld be planted in|

lof thiz finest state. It shall be’c:et fg;rl_v unrder way in ‘ﬂ'si
| the mission of this journal to do'growth before

1|Knapp believes that steps should
ghum were grown in Western|

'dance is demanded in most of

a depth of ten feet, and the Spar. !

lengths and mixed with molasses, |

i of sufficient lime.

are said to contain lime 11

for the production of le-:
We all know,

ave an amplesupply of tie vines, | ©

sort of morning glory plant, and ¥

roculation. In fact the exper-
at Aundubon park made

ut ineevlation,

Some

]Et

All the agricultural -orld hoe!

Or ]
i1

¢

or early in 'the

the freezing!|
weather-of wirter comes along.
Alfalfa planted in the spring in
Qouthern Louisiana seems to be
immediately. ecnvered with al
growth of other grasses ard cho
od out. Those interested in al-|
falfa culture shculd write to the |
Departmert of Agrieulture and|
secutre copies of this bulletin, |
which gives all the latest infor-!
mation up to the present time,
and is a very valuable contribu-
tion to our agriculture. Thebul-|
letin is Farmers’ DBulletin No. |
339,

The Progress of Human|
Society

Prof. 8. A. Knapp, of Lake
Charles, La., who has been con-/
rected with the U. S. Depart-|
ment of Agriculture for a num-
ber of years and has done an im-|
mense amount of good work in
connection therewith, was dele-
gated by Secretary Wilson to
take up farmers’ co-operative
demonstration work in its rela-
tion to rural improvement. Prof.

be taken to increase the earning
capacity of rural toilers, Ifthey
are able to increase their earnings
but unwilling, then the nextstep
would be to increase tne rural
pride, and by arousing this and
the force of public opinion, an
improvement can ordinarily be
had. Even in the matter of
schooling, 1t is generally recog-
nized that compuisory atten-

the states of the federal Union,
In order to bring about increas-
led gains to the farmer in the
demonstration work inaugurated
by Prof. Knapp, efforts are made
to secure the best crops for the
lands under consideration and
the best and most profitable
methods of producing those crops
on the lands, These demonstra-
tions are being made on several
hundred farms in the state and
wherever practicable, the farm-

and their assistance is found im-
mensely beneficial.

A part from this selection of
the lands and the crops, Prof.
Knapp undertakes to demonstrate
that there is no necessity for the
deterioration of the farms, which
a one of the chief faetors in the
too common poverty in the rural
districts. He
that by selecting proper crops,
by utilizing the best methodsand
by gradually improving the fer-|

ar’ Dett
q. fortable homes quickly
'from the inereased e?l,

Stubbs showed ouite a G
of alfalfawith 15 the
On the other 59 boy
‘game that can le had for the | turnish gratis a
catching, that the irterse effort house for such a man t live in, | thorough drain
atilized in the more vrogressive Besides the Sociely will make a sential when th
+g of the Union have not bcen.:contract for a term of years and aresown hroadeas
Unless necessity is|promises all of the assistance . Yields of 8,000 1o 4,0
151t little effort | needed in the way of hand or rough rice per acre are
| man of nw.ature?in Eritish Guiana and no
Prof. Ienapp told us years is wanted ond preferably a | found that very considerab
'some years back of a compara- married man, as being perhaps ean be sown broadcast at cer
who | more contenied under the ditier- | seasons ot the year and the rie
eqma lived reasonably well and in ac-!entconditjons of life in Russia as 1 will attaia € sufficient height to
.. cordance with the (1fashioned | compared with the Unnted States.  prevent its destroetion hy a:-w:[
f the ccun:ry, going The person selected would also s , tha

avefooted in the swmmer time|be expected to be well posted would put too much water on the ne
tically, | the land for very young rice of im]mrt';;,

the soil remedied this | BEC

'vealth,

“eustoms o

|an
'yoomy and that-of a primitive
The new comers from the | the corn ercp. _
Mr, Bogdan further urges up- begun to have doubts as to the lars,
on the Minister of Agricuiture at quality of the rice grown by sow-|tne imp
velations atd the young la-!St, Petersburg the importance of ing as combared with that pro- e
admitting f1'§'3 of duty all imple- ducd by planting and they fear | sideralie
| were : ! ments used in corn cultivation, |that the broadeast rice will not winch he
| tha incominy westerners. To do!Corn harvesters are already on'beequal to the other inquality lioris o o
s thay had 1 have good shoes!the freelist. Mr. Bogdan has al-| : " i 4

‘style.
'western states, of whom Dr.
i Knapp was one, oot got on Vis-

dies of tae native households

fialds of al-| WVere
3] flooy,

'nally by a piano and many other
iof th good things that come with |
\yveasonable prosperity. Such pro-
and} ® .

™1 and where nature is as bounteous
in her supgliesof
| Gulf tier of states, it requires an
.~ |apppreciation of the advantages

|, ing.
'transportation.

'that outlay can eniy be provided

| corn, cotton, rice or garden truck

ers are made parties to the work | President of the Government Ag-

believes, hence, ' lions of acres of land in that sec

; n-|
well spent us-jiali__v brings. |y, [ta
his investigatiq .. .¢

'the most unprogressive NClaas. in
d carnings brought ahout {r shredding corn. In ordertoma
ecsed expenditure, in 01'[%9": to sure of success in these matier
I+ securcimproved living conditfor
7 c'othing and MOYC ., ‘ynfamiliar, he desires te secure |
ulted | the services of some highly edu-t
\cated and thoroughly practical!sta
¥ nes of our agriculturist from the United then

lw

; ) FINES.
One of the misfo

ulf coast parj
fact t

essary.
plt in some wal,

ively weaithy neighber

ting

followed by rugs on the
by better furniture and fi-

yoss is ceriainly very legitimate

for out of the pr
dustry in which the
families are engaged,

thousands of automobiles are
owned by farmers up in the wes-
tern states, where the high prices’
of cornand wheat have made the
farmer as a elass, comparatively
rich, We don’t have many auto-|
mobiles in the country in South-
ern Lounisiana, snd perhaps we
ought to be studying as to just
how we can get them. Every
one engaged in agriculture,
whether the cultivation of cane,

doubtless knows that in some
way or other, the methods he |
practices could be improved at
least to some extent and as a
rule better creps mean more net
ain to the farmer. e

The American Farmer

i eads the World.

As far back as history gives
us any records , the Black Sea in
Kussia has been the granary of
Europe. This may have led to re-
duced crops on any given areain
Southern Russie and in consider-
ing the mattter U. 8. Consular
Agent, R. R. Denis, reports that
the uncertainty of other grain
crops in Southern Russia is now
leading them to consider with
much care the possibility of turn-
ing their larids over to corn cul-
ture, that is to Indian corn, maize.
It seems that thus far some mod-
erate exprimenets in corn have
done moderately well, even un-
der conditions that were injur-
ious to the wheat crop, In the
government of Bessarabia, west
of Odessa, Mr. W. 1. Bogdan,

ricultural Socicty, has taken the
matter in hand and has secured
an appropriation equal to $5,150;
per year for the purpose of prac-
tically and sscientifically demon-
strating to the farmers of that
country the possibilitses of corn

:¢ # p1cfiz ke erop. It is thougt
that there Were nearly thirty mil-

tion of Russia that could be uti-
lized in corn culture. If this be
done at anréarly date, our corn

tility of the soil, the farmer can

o indulge in. the good things of
this life, such as churcheg,

become well off, and perhaps | may not redp the golden harvest
very well off, where now he may ithat they have been doing of
feel extremely poor and unable late years, 2 harvest that has

producers :g‘f the western states

brotight much gold to them and

ST E————T

by the fact that recently a depu-
tation, headed by Sir .James
Crichton Browne and the Duke
of Bedford, representing the in-
corporated Society for the De-
struction of Vermin in Great

Mr® Bogdan now desir
blish an experimental
some convenient point

g, harvesting, shelling

ith which his peuple are entirely

%5 of Louisiana | States to take entire charge of |the ve
At natare has been:the station, The Society Is pre- | nary sof
] i sunplying fish and | pared to pay $4,000 a yearand to| would hava
comtortable the lands n

ubsequett flooding rains thatipeg

Some of the rice millers have ) valued &

' thia theyhiad o have & o oo _ : ‘ -1 Irzc.td'ental to the rice culture  lious of uo!
state of the Union. The proxmi- tion. Arv way, the failures hgve | And they make 120 necessary de- ready applied for assistance inin British Guiana it is now stated short tons dunn
' i 'mand upon the paternal ancestor |this matter to Mr. J. C. Meyer, that oxen are largely used in'riod the previous ye
The shoes|the manager of the Odessa officei plowing as is done here in the| The vnilippine tslan
of the Idternational Harvester|Guli states, ent
Co ‘

We have every

camount!

It

ported to nave sent us in bl,

reason to believe that British | snort tons this year against 9,

e 'Guiann. which for haif alshort tous during the same

The Damage by Rats

lcentury has been so extremely riod last year, an increase

; = - = !Dmi{i‘essive in the sugar indus-iover four hundred per cent.
We believe that we in Louisia- try, will, in like manner, make one vear.

Our attention is called to this

Britain, waited upon Lord Car-
rington at the offices of the
Board of Agriculture to urge
him to appoint a commission to
inquire into the subject of the
destruction caused to crops

out the enormous damage done
by ratsand estimated it at seven-

This estimate was had by allow-
ing one rat per cultivated acre of
land and assuming that each rat
does damage to the extent of
half a cent per day. On the
forty millions of acres of land

out the damage estimated. Re-
ference was also made to ' tlhe
fact that two millions of people
died of plague in India and that|

the spread of the infection.

in England could be reduced,

through their depredations.

Planting it.

The very rapid development|
of the rice industry in British
Guiana is attracting the attention
of te sugar colonies elsewhere,
becouse of the ease with which
the planters can engage in the
rice iudustry should the sugar in- 18

rice industry is, necessarily, a|

very close ne, because it is alyea
produced tocrop as t
the extent of millions of tons in{has the
the British East Indies, which | mer year

staple erop and is

their product to nearly a dollar

gchopls, good higuses, good sani-
tary cgudiﬁo@.h’ ood fcod, good

| New Orleans.

per bushel when distributed in!
{ |

of héman lsbor in the

)

Secretary Marshall

Domestic RiC

In the report of
\of Agriculture,
large rice crop of thﬁs
|000,000 pushels, giving
| close to that of the rye
‘18 millions of doliars.

dustry prove un profitable. The 28.7 per cen
Secretary
r has produced such

now controls the cheapest supply the producer. .
st «tnat the WORIAE TINY

: are very much damaged by the!its mark in the rice industry asj
aod as in the!musk rat, because of their bur-:a producer of good rice in large
rowing into the public and pri-|quantites and at reasonable costs, !
vate levees, When the burrows|having a double advantage of ai ; '
lof improved h(;lnes, improved | are invaded by high water the!»lahor supply to the mamfer Yot Although the United S
sanitary conditions, of good cloth- ‘}holes thus made carry the water|and of harvesting machinery of i E?i.il;‘icm;ff,s?gl ng.ltsf;g:fmf y
good education and of gosd; nearly through the levees and a|all kinds of the latest type. | , the imy :
All of these de-|moderate amountof seepage soft- | —
mand a considerabie outlay and ‘ ens the land side of the levee to, Four Millio
Al st such an extent as to admit the|
ofits of the m-| i , g : M
Wasinnt (e 1 Ef:;::::ﬂ ‘Zi:;?é:; ar;r}ithir;ihe | Louisiana and Texas Rice Millers|short tons of stand
and snakes| oy SRt
: £ AKE3 [ and Distributors’ Association, 1i
It has!in search of the animaleulae on el
been noted of recent years that|which they feed, does the rest,

his crop report for December.
5 makes the estimate for the Louis- | The broken rig
_ The most serious loss by rats|iana and Texas rice erop for the | glightly unde
is, however, in the great grain|year1908asa total of 4,391,000 and is 4
fields and warehouses, storehous-'hags. As such a considerable
es, ete., of the country. Even in
our own cane flelds we find that
the rats and mice do more or
less harm and in the tropics they
are said to be especially hurtful.

quantity will be needed for seed
rice, he estimates that the actua
crop available for food purpg
will amount to about four
of bags.

Considering the large
rice
tnis estimate is not very
that made by the Units
Department Ag
which, in its recent
placed the rice crop a3 1
millions of bushels of f
pounds each, Estimat!
bushels to the bag of
should then have about fo
'one-half miltions of bags,
by | ponding closely ‘with Mr.
.irats. The deputation pointed shall’s figures.

The rapidly increasing ¢
sumption of rice in the Unij
ty millions of dollars per annum. | States and the outlet tha
have for considerable quan
of rice in Porto Rico, have §
a healthy tone geaerally t
rice industry and we sin
hope that this will continue
Ithat this great staple crop
under consideration this works|annually in quantity until
| hundreds of thousands of
of our Louisiana and Texas
yet unemployed, may be ¢
| therein.
the rat was the proven cause of| It is incidentally £
In|crops of the Carolin
Great Britain the annual expen- kansas will amount
ture for rat poison is placed at aja quarter of a &
million and a quarter dollars and | bags, or to only about
it is thought that the rat plagueﬁcent, of the total prod
if | the United States. Thq
not eradicated, at a considerably | show what a wonderfy
less cost than is now oceurring |ment there has heen in
(ture in the Southwest, WiS
|ty vears ago practically &
. | American supply came &
Sowing Rice Instead cr)fic oling.
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¢, ghove it in
Wilson says 1

his one in quantity; N
rice crop of any
heen woith as mucy
It would

o 4

n Bags of Rice.
of thelhave been abolt §

Imports of Ricg |

rice stiil continue. For the
' months of the current yea
ling October 31st, thed

ahout 55,000 sho
flour, rice meal a
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