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Co-Operative Finance for American
Farmers.

The greatest of all marvels in economic evo-

lution is organized co-operation. Applied to
finance, it multiplies an hundred-fold the power
of each dollar of cash, by transfers of credits
through the mechanism of exchange. Applied
to agriculture, organized co-operation will en-
able farmers to finance themselves, improve
distribution, reform marketing and promote
their material, physical, mental and spiritual
welfare. Therefore, adequate finance for farm-
ing is the basic need to-day. Hence American
farmers now unitedly demand:
1. That whatever reform of currency and
banking be enacted by Congress, ghall provide
facilities for financing the farm and small in-
dustries relatively equal to the facilities afford-
ed the great manufacturing, commercial and
husiness interests.

9. That such reform shall authorize and en-
courage the co-operation of savings and thrift,
credits and loans, by people of limited means—
farmers, workers in other vocations, and pro-
ducers generally—and the wise use of their com-
bined resources by these producers themselves.
Thus may farmers enjoy a more equitable pro-
portion of the wealth they create. Only in
this way can
and more a grand COMMONWEALTH, less
and less a nation of the few rich and the many
poor !

3. That this shall be done not by grants of

pap, not by special privilege, but by relative
equality of opportunity in banking and ex-
change for personal mortgage savings and
loans, whereby farmers and the common peo-
ple may co-operate to successfully finance them-
selves, under either or both federal and state
law. ‘ .

HOW THIS MAY BE BONE FOR PERSONAL CREDITS.

First. Let Congress authorize seven or more
people in any loeality to organize their own little
local savings and loan association, or agricul-
tural co-operative national bank. It will be to
our rural neighborhoods what the Raiffeisen
society is to rural life in Europe. Par value of
shares, $5, no person to own more than 200
shares. Co-operative, each member, one vote;
not capitalistic, one share, one vote. Begin
business with as little as $1,000 cash paid in
capital ; when capital reaches $25,000 or more,
then the co-operative bank becomes subject to
substantially the same legal provisions that ap-
ply to commercial national banks, for which
that figure is the present minimum.

.« This little local savings and loan association
“receives deposits from members and non-mem-
bers, and may also borrow morney from other
sources. These funds, together with the money
received from the sale of shares, and then
loaned out in relatively small amounts to the
members for productive purposes only.

The borrower states in his application what
he wants the money for, and offers the endorse-
ment of one or two other members as security.
THe request is considered in strict confidence
by a credit committee of three, and granted if
the object seems worthy and likely to produce
a profit, such as the purchase of seed, fertili-
zers, improved live stock, ete., but refused if
for non-productive object, like the payment of
an old debt or for some luxury. The loan may
pe made for from one to six months, with the
understanding that the borrower may pay
something on account and renew the balance if
the use is one that requires more time to turn
a profit. .

The little bank thus does business that is
petty in its nature. The loans may be any-
where from $1 to $100 or more, deposits from
5 cents up—a class of business so small as not
to be attractive to the commercial bank. The
agricultural bank may even operate with almost
no expense, by keeping its account with some
existing bank. Its total expenses may not ex-
ceed $100 a year, only the treasurer or manager
being paid, the directors, supervisors and credit
committee donating their services. The super-
visors are not only auditors, but have oversight
over the management and represent all the
shareholders.

Thus the affair is a help-each-other bank.
The members meet frequently, get better ac-
quainted, have more confidence in each other
and in their little help-for-self-help band. Old
and young (even the children) become enthu-
sistic about it, take pride in saving their pen-
nies and small change to increase their litl_;le
deposits, and each member of every family
wants to own one or more paid up shares. Such
personal interest, this co-operative gpirit, this
service by each member, this development of
the co-operative ideal of seeing how much we
can do for the “co-op,” instead of merely how
much we can get from it—all these factors of
human feeling, personal enthusiasm, sacrifice
and service, confidence and spirituality, are
vital to the best economic success

These little societies may
each other or with existing banks through zone
leagues, 80 that when money is abut}dan§ in onc
gection and scarce in another, the situation will

automatically adjust itself.

This co-operative bank makes only eurrent
loans, so that it may always meet _deposntors’
withdrawals, instead of tying up its current
funds in permanent mortgages. But our co-
operative bank acts as the local agent for une

Jand bank in its State. Thus the farmer deals

with his own local agricultural ank, either as

depositor, as a small borrower for current
needs, or for a relatively permanent luan on
ortgage.

. Thge (g,‘n-operative Finance league proposes to

act as headquarters to which any group may

apply for advice and instructions for starting
or operating one of t}lese little local agricul-
tural co-operative national banks; also to ad-
vise about land banks.
LAND BANKS FOR MORTGAGE CREDITS.

Second. Having thus provided for savings
and personal credits, now comes my plan for
supplying funds for relatively permanent loans
gecured by mortgage upon farms cultivated by
their owners. This plan

DECENTRALIZES mortgage r:redit for the

benefit of each farmer who needs it.

the United States become more,

CENTRALIZES the gecurity, supervision
and management of land credit.

ATTRACTS the funds needed to meet bor-
rowers’ demands.

MORILIZES all mortgages as a basis for ab-
solutely safe investment bonds.

PAYS OFF the mortgage almost without the
borrower feeling it.

(a) The borrower gives his
term of years, and agrees to pay the interest,
14 of 1 per cent annually for expenses, and to
reduce the principal by paying not less than
1 per cent thereof each year (amortization).
These three items constitute the annuity the
borrower pays. It is believed that the total
annuity thus paid by the borrower need not
exceed the average rate of interest alone now
paid, yet that the earnings will be sufficient to
wipe out the principal of the debt in from 20
to 40 years. For instance, if interest is 4%
per cent, expenses 14 of 1 per cent and amorti-
zation 1 per cent, making a total of 6 per cent
annually, then the semi-annual payment of $30
will pay off $1,000 in 40 years, including all in-
terest and expense charges meanwhile; and the
farmer may reduce his debt more rapidly- if
he so desires. The note is secured by a mort-
gage covering the borrower's farm, upon an
ample margin of safety.

(b) i

note for a long

Upon the security of such mortgages,
bonds are issued by the land bank in small or
large denominations. These bonds are sold to
the public. Thus the land bank obtains the
money which it loans to borrowers. :

(c) Therateof interest required of borrow-
ers is comparatively low, and the interest yield
of these farm-mortgage tax-free bonds is cor-
respondingly low, but the whole matter is so
co-operatively and efficiently organized, man-
aged and publicly supervised that expenses are
reduced to a minimum, middlemen’s profits
are eliminated and these securities vie with gov-
ernment bonds in popularity, salability and sta-
bility as the safest form of investment.

Let the national law be so amended that one
land bank may be conducted thereunder in each
State. American and foreign experience proves
the wisdom of confining the land bank to the
State within which it is domiciled. i

Each land bank must have available at all
times, in cash or absolutely liquid securities-con-
vertible into cash, a land reserve equal to not
less than 5 per cent of the bank’s outstanding
.bonds. This land reserve is the inviolate, per-
manent capital of the land bank. It is repre-
sented by land reserve certificates. These cer-
tificates should be free from all taxation of
every nature and description, including free-
dom from death duties or inheritance taxes.

The bonds sold by the land bank, secured by
the mortgages it holds upon farms cultivated by
their owners, should be free from all taxation
except death duties o1 inheritance taxes.

The land itself is taxed; to again tax its paper
representatives—-certiﬁcates or bonds—would
be double taxation. On the other hand, these
securities being thus tax free, are extraordi-
narily attractive to investors, even though bear-
ing a relatively low rate of interest.

HOW THE LAND BANK OPERATES.

Each little local agricultural co-operative na-
tional bank invests 25 per cent of its capital in
land reserve certificates of the land bank for
its state. Other national banks shall invest
therein not less than 1 per cent and may thus
invest not more than 5 per cent of their capi-
tal surplus and undivided profits. The state it-
self, also other corporations and individuals,
may invest in the land reserve, subject to the
trustees’ approval,

Each owner of a land reserve certificate has
one vote in the land bank, irrespective of the
amount of his holdings—one member one vote.
Thus the land bank is strictly co-operative, and
no one interest can control or manipulate it.
The members elect the trustees, and the latter
employ the officers who conduct the business.

After paying interest on its certificates and
bonds and atcumulating a certain reserve, the
excess profits go to the land reserve certificates
owned by the agricultural banks that are mem-
bers. Therefore these little co-operatives ulti-
mately will comprise the major number of the
membership,

For each $1,000 of gilt-edge mortgages ac-
cepted by it, the land bank issues its own bonds
to a like amount, bearing such rate of interest
and in such denominations and maturities as
will make them readily marketable. Al banks
and brokers may buy and sell these land bonds.

The law should provide that bonds issued by
national land banks should be a legal investment
‘for postal savings deposits and other trust

pe affiliated with .

funds. )
The headquarters for the national land bank

‘in each state should be an imposing fireprool
structure that may be headquarters for all the
agricultural and home economics interest of the
state. The rentals received should enable the

bank to get its own rent free, reducing its ex-
penses and increasing the profits.
STATE LAWS. :

may be enacted by each legislature under which
may be incorporated and conducted similar lit-
tle co-operative banks and one or more land
banks for each state, just as there are commer-
cial banks under both State and national 1aw.

State laws relating to real estate and land
titles may require modification in some states
to simplify and cheapen the processes of mort-

gaging and foreclosure and to insure the im-
peccable character of the security. Absolute
safety to the investor in these land bonds is a
prime requisite to low interest rates, and to
the smallest expense between borrower and
lender. o

The borrower’s note being for a long term of
years, with privilege of reducing principal in
axcess of the required minimum of 1 per cent
annually, he does not require certain restric-
tions imposed in some state to protect him
against the sharks who otherwise might un-
justly foreclose upon 2 short term mortgage.
| But the American farmer will never consent to
| parting outright with the title to his land in
| order o secure the mortgage thereon, as one
% suggestion has it. This is not required even in
| any European country. ;

Jand “fruit sellers will

LATEST NEWS.

STATE, Nmomm FOREIGN

STATE NEWS.

L. P. Delahoussaye,,_Secretary—Treas-
urer of the Charity Hospital Board in
New Orleans, was gtricken with apo-
plexy while on his way to work in a
St Charles Belt car last week and
died.

Commissioner Lafaye of New Or-
leans, whose duties include the super-
vigion of public markets, will draw up
an ordinance in connection with the
recent cost of living probe and will
include in it recommendations as to
the following changes::

Permitting peddlers to gell from T
a. m.to 6 p. m. on payment of proper
license fee. Maintaining public mar-
kets. Allow private markets outside
certain, yet, undetermined limits of
the public markets. Grocers will sell
vegetables and fruit, and vegetable
gell groceries.
Farmers and truck raisers will ped-
dle if they please without license. Far-
mers and truck raisers must not re-
tail while their wagons are backed up
against the-curb at public markets.
The Bilbos, of Mississippl, with
whom Walters left the child he called
Bruce Anderson in July and also sever-
al other times in some gucceeding
months, identified the child now in the
custody of the Dunbar's and called the
Dunbar child, as the child Walters left
with them during July. But they could
very decisiveiy. And this put a doubt-
not assert the date of their geeing him
ful complexion on their interesting
tale, The child’s foot was not similar
to the foot of the child they had kept
for Walters.

e e s

NATIONAL NEWS.
Meats and flour have heen taken off
the free list and a duty of 10% ad
valorem placed upon them by the Sen-
ate sub-committee handling the tariff
hearing. The members of this sub-
committee are mostly radicals; Wil
liams, Shively and Gore, the blind Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.
The lobby probe has availed little.
Senators questioned, answered that
they were interviewed by people inter-
ested in business threatened by the
tariff, but that these men were not
lobbyists,
The art of lobbying is a gentle art—
it is a subtle art.
The lobbyist is much like the eel
and almost intangible. Lobbying is a
general aggravation of the congtitu-
tiona] rights of an individual to raise
his voice in protest against a com-
templated law that would take the
bread from his mouth. It is only. by
suggesting changes “and noting the
public feeling about  those changes
that the governcrs iw suvernments
can learn whether their plan was com-
ceived by an inordinate lust for re-
forms or because the intelligence of
the people demand the move guggest-
ed. In dealing with these protests
the governor must be carefu] because
in our times the vast majority of the
people to be affected are jnactive and
asleep whilst the beneficiaries of in-
justice are awake and crying as
though the heart of the nation were
broken and the pillars of government
crumbling.
Still there is no reason to helieve
that the people are in favor of the
suggestion because they dully eleep.
The people sleep because they do
not yet believe that they are a part
of the government. il
Most of them believing that govern:
ment is a magistrate who gentences
and acquits sentencing the helpless
and acquitting the formidable,
The pecple sleep because never yet
has there been any gemblance of a
call to them for help. !
The people who plod are afraid be-
cause they are helpless, The boss is
the rich man, And government which
ghould attempt to blend these two
unnatural divisions has yet to take a
neutral ground divorcing itself from
its unholy alliance with wealth.
The cry of the business organlza-
tion in Washington may be false and
avaricious,
But it would be wrong to say so
while the people are unheard,
The administration must first prove
the lack of connection between the
gpokesman of an {ndustry at Wash.
ington and the people who worked
for that institution at home before
they can say they have not heard the
people who lived by that industry.
Meat and flour again g0 OD the

bank to get its own rent, reducing its expenses

free list though the Senate sub-com-
mittee removed them, the same com:
mittee must put them back. The lead:
ers of the party consider the removal
of line with the set plan set to help
the people ag they think they ghould
and ‘will be helped. President Wil
son said no to their request to levy a
duty on these commodities and go it
was when they heard the voice of the
lLord of Demoeracy demand a Btop
to these treacherous retreats,

An excise tax on tobacco {g immi-
nent.

Attorney-General McReynolde sug-
gests amending the tariff bill to pro-
vide for such a tax.

Senator Hitcheock, of Nebraska, has
taken the burden of pushing it
through the Senate upon his should-
ers. It hits blg companies—those
companies that control over 25 per
cent of the total production of the ar-
ticle they produce.

The taxed concern must produce
over 80,000,000 pounds of tobacco or
4,000,000 pounds of snuff in one year.
Less than that does not bear the ex-
tra tax, This is urged because this
its suggestors think will break the
tobacco trust. Where two or more
companies found to be owned by the
game company, though mnone of the
gingle factorles produce the amount
taxable, the combined output will, if
it pass the exemption mark, be taxed
1 cent a pound for the first 1,000,000
pounds over the amount untaxable and
2 cents for the next 1,000,000 pounds
and soon adding a cent more per
poind for every million pounds nntil
the maximum of 6 cents per pound
has been reached. This fax s levied
not to be collected, .

The exorbitance of it, It is hoped,
will force the trust to split up into
small companies.

And these must be independent.

For small companies controlled by
the same people will, 88 far as this
{tax 18 concerned, be treated as though

i

all were parts of one gigantic com-
bine.

This is a trust-busting law. It will
bust trusts.

It will bust business, cry the trusts,
it will bust.

No one knows what will happen if
trusts are busted.

No trusts have yet been busted. The
situation created by this sincere effort
will be singular and strange. It will
be new, The sensation may be a
sudden stunning. But the peopls, we
believe, will be less stunned than the
trusts that are busted.

No dissolutions like past .dissolu-
tions will be tolerated. No State com-
panies all over the United States will
thrive as they do now ag independent
as man is of life now.

The same cry of what will the peo-
ple do is heard. Some will think that
our trusts want to help us now when
veal dissolution faces them with the
blinding certainty of the noon-day

sun.

The United Mine Workers' Union
officials in West Virginia have been
indicted by the Federal Grand Jury
for violation of the Sherman Anti-
fl‘rust Law. Their offense consisted
in a alleged attempt to unionize the
mine workers of West Virginia and
force an increase in the cost of pro-
guction of coal in West Virginia mak-
ing such cost so high that the West
Virginia business would decrease and
the coal operators of FPennsyivania
and other coal mining States prosper.

That is the charge, that true, or un-
true, created by the coal operators of
West Virginia has been found sus-
tained strongly enough to justify a
Federal indictment.

That is a charge which no man who
remembered the Haymarket riots at
the latest attempted dynamiting in
Laurence, Mass., paid for by the hoss-
es to throw a destructive odium upon
unionism can conslder without feeling
that this must be something spiritual-
ly similar. No one could deny that
these men wanted a wage increase,

But to suppose that these men
wanted it in order to be able to assist
and build up a coal industry in Penn-
gylvania or any other coal state that
paid them no more money and gave
tHem no more free coal than could
the unionized West Virginian coal
mine operators is to suppose not one
man but maybe one thousand men to
be exhausting thelr brains seeking not
relief but seeking more suffering.
Then, too, would West Virginiang for
so are these indicted officials of the
West Virginia localg benefit more by
a murdered industry than by a wage
dispensing hearty and healthy life
producing and sustaining livelihood.

FOREIGN NEWS.
War is the reward of War, Bulga-
ria and Servia goldiers that but a
few days ago exchanged greetings

now hurl epithets at the other and

War ig the prize that war has won,
Bulgaria and Servia are at odds, and
Bulgaria and Servia will ﬁght.' Di-
plomacy has falled the diplomacy of
the day so muchly blotted over with
intelligent chicanery and uncivilized
morality has giver up the impossible
fight and blood and strength must de-
cide the question not aright, but by
the incontestable and unargumenta-
tive method of the glant Jews when
they crucified a God_{grea.ter and more
holy, more just than’ all the virtues of
the unvirtuous crucifiers,

The Italian army in Tripoli is op-
posed on its march to Cyrenica by the
Bgdouims allled with the Senussi
tribesmen, The object of the alliance
is to draw into the interior of Cy-
renaica the Itallans and there
hledmmed them off from help from any
side,

It.a]iap officers expect to have an
expeditionary force of 25,000 men,

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
FOR THE VENICE DRAINAGE
DISTRICT, HELD AT THE DOM-
ICILE OF THE SAID BOARD, AT

: :IJE!;LCYE, %_C!I.llJElS{ANﬁ, ON SAT-
= . 17th D
MAY, 1913, AL OF
After notice to all members of
Board to attend said meeting, o
The meeting was called to order
bytﬂle President and there were pres-
ent; '
Messrs, Augustin A, Buras,
Anthony Commander,
Manue] G. Buras,
Charles Colombel, and
Ao Jos, Cl?rk.
. Ernest Fellon w;
S as present as
The minutes of the last meetlng
were read, and on motion of Commig-
pioner Commander, duly seconded, ap-
proved.
Resolution by Mr. Commander, sec-
onded by Mr. Joseph Clark:
WHEREAS, The Board of Commis-
sioners for the Venice Drainage Dis-
trict did, at its meeting held on July
27th, 1912, request the Board of State

Engineers to furnish data and figures,

covering the drainage and reclamation

by levying and pumping the land com-
prldsed within the limits of this distriet,
an

_WI—IEREAS, The Board of State En-
gineers on February 26th, 1913, pre-
gented a report with maps ami pro-
files attached, showing the cost of re-
clamation of lands within the limits

of this district and comprising 1469.56

acres to be possible of accomplishment

at an average cost of $40.50 per acre,
or a total cost of $59,600.00, and which
said report filed with the board g as

follows: 4

: “New Orleans, La., Feb. 26th, 1913,

“Hon’l. Augustin A, Buras, President
a[\:nd ni{etlnbem oi!t the Board of

ommissioners  of t
Drainage District, ek
Venice, La.

“Dear Sirs:

. “The Board of State Engineers has

the honor to advise you that, through

Mr. R. 8. Daniels, Civil Engineer, em-

ployed for the purpose, it has had the

necessary surveys, examinations, ete.,
made to enable it to report upon the
practicability and feasibility of drain-
ing and reclaiming, by means of lev-

ees, canals and pumps, the lands sit-
uated and embraced within the boun-
daries of the Venice Drainage District,
as described.

“The Board of State Engineers,
therefore, herein reports that the pro-
position to drain and reclaim, by
means of levees, canals and pumps,
the landg situated and embraced with-
in the Venice Drainage District, as

shown by such surveys, examinations,
etc., is practicable and feasible, and

that the cost thereof will he a.‘hout|
$59,500,00, or about §40.50 per acre, &8 |
applied to the 1,460.56 acres returned. |

it should herein be noted that the
cost of the proposition’ here given is
in excess of that reported by Mr, Dan-
iels, the Board of State Englneers
having concluded that it would be well
to include the cost of the sheet pil-
ing tentatively suggested by him, at
the request of some of the parties In
interest, estimated at some $12,180.00,
and also to thus somewhat increase
the amount named for engineering and
incidental expenses.

“In this connection, the Board of
Gtate Engineers desires to say that it
regards the introductlon of sheet pil-
ing as a desirable factor in improving
the efficiency of the proposition, but
agrees with Mr. Daniels that it could
be more economically placed in posi-
ifon, and prove equally effective, after
the levee and canal had been com-
pleted than in advanee thereof, or
during the period of construction,

“With one exception, the report,
map, ete., returned to the Board of
State Engineers by Mr. Daniels, 18
approved, and made part of this re-

port,

Thig exception is that the width of
berme suggested by Mr. Daniels be-
tween the edge of the base of the
levee and the edge of the storage
canal, namely fifteen (15) feet, is not
regarded as sufficlent. This berms
should mot be less than thirty (30)
feet wide—preferably fifty (50) feet.

“The Board of State Engineers
would further advise that Mr. John
Klorer, Assistant State Engineer and
Member of the Board of State Ensgi
neers, has been designated as advis-
ory engineer to your oard, in all mat-
ters of further detail.

“Respectfully,
“THE BOARD OF STATRH
ENGINEERS,
“per (Bigned) Frank M. Kerr,
“Chief State Engineer.”

And _WHEREAS, The report of R.
8. Daniels to the Board of State En-
gineers is ag follows:

New Orleans, La., January 29, 1913,
Board of State Engineers,

Hon, Frank M, Kerr,
Chief State Engineer, -
_ New Orleans, La.
Gentlemen:

Pursuant to your letter of December
8th, 1912, employing me at the ex-
pense of the Board of Commissioners
for the Venice Drainage District, of
Plaquemines Parish, La., to do cer-
tain work for you in connection with
the sald District, beg to say that 1
have made a complete survey of the
lgnd in said District and have run
lines and levels for the purpose of as-
certaining the feasibility of draining
and reclaiming all of gaid land, and I
submit to you herewith a complete
map of said District with notes, etc.

I find that all the land embraced
wlithin the Venice Drainage District is
of such character that it must be

1

leveed and pumped order to be
drained and reclaimed; that the drain-
age and reclamation of eaid entire
area is feagible; that the cost of drain-
ing and reclaiming said land, includ-
ing the installation of the necessary
pumping plant is estimated at the sum
of Forty-six Thousand, Nine Hundred
and Four Dollarsa and Forty-eight
Cents ($46,904.48), or the sum of Thir-
ty-one Dollars and Ninety-two Cents
(351.92) per acre upon the 1,469.56
acres within said Venice Drainage Dis-
trict to be drained and taxed. In con-
nection with this the following is here-
with submitted for your consldera-
tion: laatis

The land embraced in the District i8
located on the right descending bank
of the Mississippl River, commencing
at the lower boundary of Fort Jack-
son Reservation, about 66 mileg below
New Orleans, and extending down the
river about 814 miles, or to the Jump
at the head of Spanish Pass; and I8
more particularly described as being
in T. 21 and 22, 8. R, 30 E,, and T, 21,
8, R, 31 E, 8, B. District of Louisi-
ana, west of river, and is bounded on
the upper gide by the Fort Jackson
Military Reservation, in front by the
Mississippi River, below by the Jump,
and in the rear by marsh lands owned
by the various owners of land included
within the district,

From the Fort boundary to the
Jump, a distance of approximately 8
miles, the front lands are planted to
citrus fruit trees, and is populated,
there being about 150 families, or 600
people, living within the limits of the
District.

However, these lands are low and
subject to overflow during high tides,
or flood periods in the Migsissippl, and
with the exception of a very narrow
gtrip close to the river, cannot be suc-

| cessfully cultivated without artificial

drainage, and the various property
holders are therefore desirous of &
back levee which will not only pro-
tect their front land, but enable them
to plant a considerably larger area,
thus enhancing the value of the lands
within the District, lncreasing Parish
and State revenues, and contributing
largely to the upbuilding of the Coast
country in general.

There are 3 merchandise stores, 2
schools and 2 Post Offices (Boothville
and Venice) also within the limits of
the District.

The lands and property in the Dis-
trict (and to the Forty-Arpent line
in the rear) are asgessed at $78,700.00,

The goil 18 river sand and silt adja-
cent to the river, and in the rear 18 a
silt and clay deposit with about 12
inches of humus on top.

It is proposed to construct a back
levee from the lower end of the Gov-
ernment Levee at the mouth of Span-
ish Pass, extending in a northwesterly
direction, approximately parallel to the
Mississippi River, and 7 to 8 arpents
in the rear thereof, to the upper end,
thence along the lower line of the Fort
Jackson Reservation to the intersec-
tion with the Mississippi River Levee,
This levee will be § feet above sea
level and 6 feet above the level of the
marsh land, these elevations being as-
certained from water gauges recently
placed by the United States Engineer
Corps.

The levee will have a crown of 6
feet, with side slopes of 3 horizontal
to 1 vertical,

A reservoir or storage canal will be
located on the inside or in front of
the levee, the earth from which will
furnish material for construction of
the back levee.

The storage canal will have a capa-
city of 2.7 inches of rainfall for the

entire area,

ty-holders will dig lateral drains lead-
ing from the Missiesippl Hiver back
to the storage canal. A number of
these have already been dug for a dis-
tance of from 1 to 4 arpents for draln-
age for the front lands, and will be ex-
tended by the owners at thelr {ndivid-
ual expense to the storage canal.
These laterals, when completed, will
have a capacity or v.41 inches of rain.
fall for the entire area,

The pumping plant will be installed
in the rear about midway between the
upper and lower houndaries as indicat-
ed on the accompanying map, snd will
consist of 1-36” Double Suction Cen-
trifugal Pump, direct connected to &
15" x 14” Vertical Engine. The pump
will have a capacity of
5,347.5 cn, ft., or 40,000 gals, per min-

ute;

or 7,700,400 cu. ft—57,600,000 gals. in
24 hours;

or 5,240 cu. ft. per acre in 24 hours.

or 1.45 inches net per acre in 24 hours,
as the pump capacity.

The reservoir or storage canal will
be 43,284 feet in length, 30 feet top,
96 feet bottom, and 6 feet deep; an
area of 162 feet per foot or a total of
7,012,088 cu. ft, equivalent to 52,449,
820 gallons, or 4,771 cu. ft, per acre,
or 1,31 inches per acre.

There will be 232 laterals, each &
feet top, 2 feet bottom, ¢ feet deep,
1,400 feet in lengin, an area of:

14 cu. ft. per foot, or a total of

4,872,000 cn, ft, equivalent to

8,315 cu, ft. per acre, or 0.1 inches
per acre.

There will be & total pump and re-

servoir capacity of:
Storage canal ,...........181 inches
LAteral ..eecesssessenses0.91 *
Pump ... sy ok et £ L T

3.67 inches per acre,

COST,

(R

Storage canal, 7,012,088 cu. ft
or 259,074 cu, yds. @ 12¢,.$31,164.48
100 £t of hand-built levee con-
necting with the Govern-
ment Levee, at each end of
storage canal, 16,000 cu.
yd8, @ 1BC..esccsssnannas 240,00

Clearing 100 acres margh
grass @ $5.00....00i0nenn 600.00
Pumping plant (installed).. 10,000.00

Engineering and incidental
wessees b,000.00

expense

_..—_--d-—-
Total estimated cost...... 46,904.48
Proposed bond issue...s.. 60,000.00

Surplus i iisaevessesses$18,006.52

It has heen suggested by some of
the interested parties that sheeting
be driven outside the Back Levee to
prevent perforation by crawtish and
sand fiddlers, while others think it &
useless expenditure, and have request-
ed that the Back Levee be allowed to
stand for several monthg and, the
wotk of the fiddlers be noted, and if
then found necessary it can be done.
If you deem it necessary to put In
the sheeting I would suggest that it
can be done very much cheaper alter
the storage canal Is dug, ag the materi-
al can then be handled in harges .
through the canal, and placed just
where needed. For the sheeting will
be required 609,000 feet B. M. of lum-
ber and cost in place (at $20.00 per
M.) $12,180.00, making a total cost for
the District of $59,084.48.

Trusting the foregoing will be the
information desired, 1 am,

Respectfully yours,
(Signed) R. 8. DANIELS,
Ingineer.

And, WHEREAS, The property own-
ers, owning more than & majority in
acres of the properties included with-
in the limits of this district, have peti-
tioned for the creation of the district
and have petitioned this Board to levy
a forced contribution or acreage tax
upon the lands situated in this district
that are to be specially benefitted by
the drainage and reclamation thereof,
and

WHEREAS, The State Board of En-
gineers have furnished the necessary
lines and levels and have made 8 map
of thig district and a survey thereof,
and have reporfed that the reclama-
tion of the lands within the limits of

saatsrann

{tnis district feasible and that the sur

vey shows that there are 1469.56 acres
comprised within the limits of this
district and that the said lands can
be reclaimed at a cost of $69,600.00, or
at an average cost of $40.60 per acre,
as applied to the total, 1469.66 acres
within the boundary of this distriet,

and

WHEREAS, A petition has been pre-
gented to the Board of CommIssioners
for the Venice Drainage District,
wherein the majority in acres of the
property owners of the gald distriet
have petitioned the Board of Commis-
sioners for this distriet, to reclaim
the lands contained thereln, in the
manner suggested by the Board of
State Engineers, and have also petl-
tioned, them to reclaim the lands in-
cluded in this district, in the manner
suggested in the report of the
gaid Board of State Englneers, and
tor that purpose to incur a debt
and issue negotiable bonds, with in-
teresting-bearing COUpGLS attached
thereto, against each acre of Jand in
thig district, to the amount of $40.50
per acre, or an aggregate amount of
$59,500.00 against a total of 1469.66
acres, situated within the limits of
this dlstrict, and that after sald bonds
are lssued, that the sald Board levy
in this district an acreage tax or foreed
contribution against eald land, In an
amount sufficlent to pay the interest
and principal at maturity and to main-
tain the drainage of sald lande after
they are reclaimed, and

WHEREAS, Said petition is on file
with this Board and. is made part of
this resolution as: follows:

To the Honorable the Board of Com-
misioners of the Venice Drainage
District. _

We, the undersigned property owin-
ers, representing more than a major-
ity in acreage within the limits of the
Venice Drainage District, respectfully
represent that at a meeting of the
Board of Commmissioners of the Ven-
{ce Drainage District, held on the 27th
day of July, in the year 1912, the res-
olution was adopted, requesting the
Board of State Bngineers to furnish
the data and figures to accomplish the
drainage and reclamation by leveeing
and pumping of all the lands com-
prised within the limits of the sald
Venico Drainage District, as outlined
in eaid resolution, composed entirely
of land which Is neceasary to levee
and pump, in order to be drained and
reclaimed; and

Your petitioners further represent.
that the Board of State Engineers has
gurnished a gurvey of date January

At intervalg of 1 arpent the proper-

(Continued on Page 4, Column 1.)




