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New York That's why they had the
blizzard. 1 lived abroad—England,
France, Italy, Spain—until 1 was six.
1 had to learn English.

A sudden slump in the family for-

{ tune left us very poor when I was

twelve. [ never went to school. My
education was gleaned entirely from
reading books I obtained from the pub-
lic lbraries, under the direction of
Wiliam Dean Howells, my dear frlend,
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“Chickens,” and won & New York Her- .
gld prize competition. My family dld |
not want me to write, even after this, |
and dld everything to discouwrage me, |
even to destroying my work and keep- |
tng me without car-fare, beceuse they |
xnew I'd wiglk and buy pads and pen
cils with the money.

1 was very poor from the time I wae
twelve until I was seventecn, during
which period I worked for o t!me as a
millizer to help support my family. It
wasat this time that I first became !
futerested in women's work, and more l
especlally women’s clothes, ard un-
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