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TLABOR AND INDUSTRY

B8OME ITEMS OF INTEREST TO
UNION WORKMEN.,

Biccoss of Direct Employment — The
Obooxlous Contract System Cannot Be
Compared to the Better Way—Fenn-
sylvania Labor Men.

Direct Employment.

‘The substitution of direct employ=
ment for the econtract system in many
branches of munieipal work has been
found in several noteworthy instances
to have produced good results in sev-
eral directions,

One instance Is afforded by New York
city, where g few years ago Mr. War-
Ing, vwho was at the head of the strest
department, undertook the great task
of having streets cleaned by men di-
rectly employed by the city, instead of
letting the job to contractors, and
further decided to demonstrate that he
could obtaln hetter service and save
money by almost entirely dlscarding
machines, and going back to the broom
und shovel, Mr. Waring's experiment
was derided at the time he commenced
it, but before his term of office had ex-
pired he conclusively proved that in
that particular branch of municipal
undertaking there was economy in di-
rect employment and the rejection of
the machine.

In his speech before the Commercial
club of Chicago, Mayor Qu incy, of Bos-
ton, told of the progress that Boston
l& making in the direction of the sub-
stitution of direct employment of labor
for the contract system. Last vear the
city established a munlcipal printing
office, which employs from 50 to 100
hands, aud has, in the first year of its
operation, saved the city over $11.000,
in comparison with the prices which
the city was formerly paying for Its
printing. In the instalfation of mew
electrical work and in the making o!

- electrical repairs the city successfully

substituted the work of a special de-
partment for the contract sysiem, and
now has a force of twenty-five to fifty
men constantly engaged In this work.
Boston has also started a repair depart.
ment, whieh will make all repaira or
small alterations needed upon muniel-
pal bulldings, ineluding work in the
mechanical trades, such as carpenter-
ing, masonwork, plumbing, steamfit-
ting, eto. Proper store-rooms and shops
have been fitted up for use In connec-
tion with this branch of work, “Per-
sonally,” said Mr. Quiney, in his speech,
“1 believe that wherever the contract
system can be replaced by the direct
employment of labor under proper ad-
ministrative control an advantage will
‘be galned not only in the better quality
of work sectired and in the greater re-
sponsibllity for its proper execution,
but fa the elimination from politics of
the demoralizing Influence of the small
contractor.”

Going to England, there is a recent
racord that containg an argument of
equal force. In the parish of Battersea
in London the contract for pub-
lie work {8 unknown, all of the
work of the parish since October, 1895,
belng carried on by the vestry's own
m#n, whether it §s the making of a
maln sewer, laying of a pavement, or
the constructlon of a public building.
Battersea is ahead of all other English
communities In this respect, for not
even Birmingham, Manchester, or Glas-
gow have dispensed wholly with the
contractor. Battersea is also first to
establish munieipal workshops, and

~ the bullding just completed contains

shops for carpenters, wheelwrights,
. wagon-makers, plumbers, blacksmiths,
painters, masons, harness-makers and

other trades. All sorts of tools are pro-,

vided. At least 160 skilled mechanics
will be employed within doors. Men
‘employed by Battersea work eight
‘hours a day, are paid trade union rate
‘of wages, are entitled to a week’s holi-
ﬂlr each year, sick pay, and a pensjou
_in ;cases of accident during employ-
ml. From October, 1895, to January
1, 1808, work has been done to the
eunt of izl 881, and it is noteworthy
‘this wsa £1,858 below the csli-

' mﬂeoat.
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. Dnlom fen for National Gusrd.

. Pennsylvania Grit:  Mr. Dolan,
dent of the Plttsburg distriet,

'Ullitnd Mine Workers of America, is

_before the public with a suggestion

~ that is causing many members of that

and other labor organizations to realize

‘ l.?t thiz 1s a time of lightning changes.

At present Pennsylvania has, practl-
gl!lr ‘no Natlonal Guard, the ald com-
‘manis having enlisted in the volunteer
_m of the United States. A<new
_guard is to be formed, consisting, like
old one, of about 9,000 members.
lan is asking the support of all
' organizations in the state in an
to induce union workmen to en-

he W gnard. BEver gince the

d “war” it has been the con-

s

“I know quite well that many organ-
ized workmen are opposed to joining
the national guard because it has been
claimed that the guards were, or had
been used to protect the capitalists and
down organized labor. The truth of the
matter is trades unionists do not want
to destroy property. They want to
reserve It, and the pedce, too, The con-
duct of miners during the last strike
will prove that,"”

In an interview Wwith Mr, Dolan It
wasg stiggested to him that the new
guard would be subject to orders and
would be reguired to obey them, re-
gardless of what their own personal
feelings were, In this way it would
not matter whether the guardsmen
were union men or not, as orders would
have to be obeyed just the same, In
reply to thiz Mr. Dolan said he had al-
ready provided for that, as the soldlers
would elect their own officers. These
would be union men, too, He believed
the organization of the new natlonal
guard on the lines embodied in his sug-
gestion would be a benefit to labor and
capital alike.

Mr, Dolan evidently has the right
idea, To assume, as appears to have
been done, possibly unconsciougly, by
the imterviewing party In the para-
graph preceding, that unfonlsts in the
guard would have to do things not com-
patible with their duty or inclination as
unjonists, is a gross misconception of
what unionlam is, Unionism iz pre-
eminently lawablding; it is simply a
jolnt exercise of legal rights in a man-
ner that experlence has shown to bring
about greatest and most nearly perma-
nent results. Whenever an organiza-
tion goes beyond this It Is not a body
animated by unionism, but a confeder-
acy to prnmot& the temporary good of
its members at the expense of invading
rights of others. 1In other words, it is
a wrong thing, and can not endure,

It is more to the point to assume that
Mr. Dolan means exactly what he says.
And the merit of his suggestion is at
once manifest, It shows that he recog-
nizes the fact that a guard, is necessary
in Pennsylvania; that when necessity
demands the serviees of that guard, it
is highly desirable that the armed
power that compels obedience to law
and stands to prevent destructlon of
property and other invasion of rights
shall be a power among whose units
are to be found men as closely as pos-
sible bound in interest and fellowship
with those whom they may perchance
be called to restrain; that such relation
must go far to obliterate the illusion
that the guard is a eclub that “the
money power” holds cver the heads of
tollers, and fipally, that a guard, so
congtituted, would be less liable to pro-
voke resistance than one whose mem-
bers were, rightfully or wrongfully, re-
garded as being indifferent to the rights
of those whom they are fo restrain
from unlawful acts.

There Is no reason why a unionist
ghould not be found im the national
guard of Pennsylvania; there ls no
reason to suppose that he would not
as fully live up to his cath of loyalty
to the state as any other man; and
there is much reason that he should
be found in line, If for nothing else
than that his presence there would be
evidence of the best kind that the main-
tenunce of law and order is the concern
of organized labor equally with all
other Intérests of the state.

Any proper action is to be welcomed
that goes to wipe out the idea that in
this country there are ‘“classes” and
“masges,” and that the former Iie
awake o' nights devising ways ands
means to still further oppress the lat-
ter and shoot them into subjection If
they murmur. That there are inequal-
ities and wrongs, no one can deny; but
they are being redressed by legal and
peaceful means in the hands of those
who suffer, and other citizens. Once
admit that the few have established in
this country or this state institutions
whereby they coerce the many, and
take from: them the power of righting
wrongs by lawful means, and you admit
that governmani by the pecyple I8 a fali-
ure in this couptry or state,

But government by the people has
not been a fallure, elther in this coun-
try or state. And if enlistment of
unfonists in the national guard will
open the eyes of some to thia fact, who
now believe differently, it might be a
good thing to make membership in &
trades union a necessary prerequisite
to membership in the natipnal guard,
just for its value a2s an ohject lesson.

And for the peice of mind of those
who may profess to see “grave danger”
in the enlistment of a great number of
unionists in the national guard, it may
be added that such “grave danger”
doss not exist, even on the preposter-
ous presumpiion that emlisted unlon-
ists would not obey orders to the let-
ter. When thete is necessity for a gov-
ernor to summon military aid, he calls
out the national guard of his state; if
that guard cannot or will not suppress
the disturbance, the governor invokes
the aid of the president, who places at
his gisposal as many regular troops of
the United Stales army as may be nege-

'to malntain or restore peace,

' 'So viewed in any light, and even as-
'aumlng ‘that some very extraordinary.
‘presumptions may be true, it still fol-
{lows that much good may, and no evil

can, follow the enlistment of unionists

: -!’ﬁ tlu natfonal guard of Peonsylvania.
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“The mmu for an increased export

y pf' niteq Etlws esss to Gmt Britaia

IT IS BIMETALLISM.

THE WORLD MUST ADOPT THAT
SYSTEM.

e i

Be fong as the (fold Stapdard fs Mafln-
tained There Will Be idi#ness und
Poverty—People May Leara bthe Les-
son by Bevere Experlencd:

Sooner or later a single system of
finance must prevail throughgut the
entire earth. As a base for that sys-
tem ‘three things are possible: gold, or
silver, or both, But silver as a single
bage seems to have been eliminated as
a probability, for not even its best
friends ask that it be made the basalc
money of the world uncombined with
gold, The whole controversy s nar«
rowed down to gold or gold and silver.
It is in its position of a world problem
that the sllver question must be con-
sidered.

As a whole the financial system of
the world is in a transitory state. To-

(day & part of the world is on a silver

basis and a part on a gold basis, bui
this arrangement cannot continue, The
keen financiers that are behimd the
movement to make the -whole weorld
come to the gold basls know the in-
jurfes the gold standard countries sus-
tain In their competition with silyer-
standard countries. They propose in
their hearts to eliminate this feature by
foreing all of the silver countries to
come to their way of thinking. In
their minds’ eye they behold the time
when there will be no silver using
countries, and when goods can be
manufactured no cheaper * in Mexlco
than they can in [England. To attain
this end they are willing to have the
manufactures of thejr own country suf-
for for a time, beljeviag the end la not
far off. They krow that were the
present conditions to continue the
manufactures of all gold standard
countries must little by little decline
and manufactures of all silver-standard
countries must little by little Increase,
until the latter would ultimately take
poesession of the markets of the world.
Their plan of campalen iz obvious.
It is to entirely destroy silver as a
money metal and compreas the business
of the world to a point where it wiil
rest on the narrow gold base. They be-
lieve themselves able to do this, be-
cause they know bow successfully rich
men can work in.the dark. They have
their myriads of financial agents in all
parts of the world, It is not necessary
that all of the men that do their bid-
ding be their exclusive employes. In
many cases they are the employes of
great banking houses and commereial
enterprises, but they have received
their cue from headquarters and are
zealous in their efforts to please the
monied men that control those enter-
prises. Here lies the danger of the situ-
ation to the world, for we should not
decelve ourselves [nto believing that it
ig not possible for them to succeed.
They have an army of mercenaries
composed of the brightest intellects
working continually in secret to attaln
their ends. They can work for ten
years or twenty years or thirty years
with no sense of weariness. ; On the
other side the cause of the people must
depend on spontaneity. To that cause,
walllng year after year is disastrous,
for it is diffieult to sustain the interest
in any cause depending on the enthusi-
asm of the multitude. It is evident
that our interests can be protected only
by the unselfish devotion of the leaders,
who should never allow the agitation to
cease.
If untold sul!mng has come to the
people by reason of the gold standard
being made absolute in a few countries,
what will it be When the whole world
is forced onto that basis? The process
will be slow and the pain excruciating.
Year by year the general trend of
prices will contiiue to be downward,
especially In the silver countries that
now are. So much greater will be
their injuries as they are poorer than
the countries thal more naturally have
adopted the gold standard, The few
mantfactories that have sprung up in
the sllver .countries will quickly melt

away, and widespread and long-con-|

tinued financial depression will pre-
vail, Clvilizatior’ will be stagnant for
a generation. Only by arousing the
people of the sllver countries can =0
great disasters be prevented,

H. F. THURSTON.

MONOMETALLISM.

It is not righteous that men should
fatten up thelr {ellow-men under the
protection of the law.

Those forfuned are unchristian and
hatefu! which are built upon stock job-
bing, upon financial piracy and viola-
tion of law, fraudulent capitalization,
1allroad wrecking, suppression of hon-
est competition, tax dodging and dis-
crimination, nnequal railroad rates, op-
pressive monopolistic rates, exactions
from the weak, judicial, legislative, ad-
ministrative favpritism, and mighty
conspiracies of tte sirong and wealthy.

These are the evilg which the great
arm of the reputlie should cripple for
its own safety; #nd each one of these

evils hag Hs root in selfisnpess and
greed. F‘ortanea i:a:lnad by these means.
are amdlr‘ !*.hr are wt uhwiul

they must be made unlawful. Progress

made with these instruments is toward Ll V] G R‘T

the brink of dissolution for our com- '

morwealth,

The forces of 1896 were gathered to .

contest with all these evils,

The De- |

|

mocraey {s not unequal to the task, nor .

should it fear that Its doctrine of indi-
vidualism will be perverted.

If all the evils are to array them-
gelves in solid and stolid opposition,
how can man withstand them unorgan-
ized? The socialistic tendency is one
of protection and not of choice, and if
assaulting forces are mighty in organ-
jzation oneof two courses is open—
elther to break thelr organizatlon o1
organize more powerful than they. Te
regulate organized power is the prob-
lem with which we have been dealing.

This failing, the combined power of
the right must be utilized, and the only
recourse now apparent is the govern:
ment of the people. If such political |
method be called -socialism it will nol
threaten unless the enemy can be pul
down with the present system, To ac-
complieh our emds it will not suffice
to make laws. There must be an
awakening of the public conscience. We
must excite confidence in our purposes,
in our methods, and In our deeds.

It is true that we shall still be held
up to scorn and derislon, but all these
forces of intimidatlon must find us
strong and dutiful if the mighty work
we have undertaken is to Dbe carried
out, We attack those who hold the
great forces of civilization, who can in-
deed make us unhappy, who can de-
grade us in the eves of men, and we
must have the fsith and courage of
Christian men to make the sacrifices
that are before us.

Something was galned by patlence
under abuse fn the last campaign;
something has been gained by our ex-
kibition of loyalty in accepting the re-
sults of the late campaign, even though
we belleved that we had been juggled
out of a victory, We have the sympathy
of hundreds of thousands who Wwere
honestly alarmed in the late campaign
by the false cries of our opponents,

¢ ® ——

The business community is disgusted
with the false prophets of prosperity
and {8 now more willing to give us an
honest héaring, If our cause s just,
time will pot weaken it. We can af-
ford to be reviled if we ultimately shall
be justified. Glory born of suffering
ig the highest known to man.

_ —=GEORGE FRED WILLIAMS.

THE GOLD STANDARD.

From the time of Hellogabalus (221
A. D) silver was refused in paymenl
of taxes, gold being exacted, and finally
the aureus logt {ts weight, and the
whole currency fell into confusion, gold
itselt passing by weight. Diocletian
attempted to restore silver, but with-
out permanert success.

Under Julian (360) silver was demon:
etized and gold monometallism estab-
lished by law.

The effect of this gradual exclusion
of silver, which went on growing more
and more complete for a hundred and
fifty years, was slowly to divide the
monetary substence in halves, therehy
enormously enhancing the purchasing
power of the portlon retained.

It 18 even possible to measure rough:
Iy the movement of the Roman gold,
since its ratio to silver at different pe
riods is known. The chief dificulty
lies with the value of silver, which it-
self tended to appreeiate down to the
crusades, although no data remain by
which to ascertain that appreciation
Assuming, bhowever, that silver only
stood constant, gold cerlaln]y TOSE
strongly.

Under Julius Caesar gold stood to
gilver as 1 to 8.80. Under Domitian,
about 100 A. D,, 1 %o 11.30, Under Con-
stantine, about 300 A, D,, 1 to 12.50.
Under Theodosius II., about 450 A. D.,
1 to 18. P

In 476 Odoacer hecame king of Italy,
Therefore, between the beginning and
the end of the western empire gold
must have very much more than dou-
bled in value in relation to commodl—
ties.

Thus year by year prices were artl-
ficlaily forced down and the money
lender recelved a progressively greatet
share of the product of labor, until at

1 length the life of the Italian farmer pe:

came imposeible.

The consequence was that land in the
European provinces passed out of cul-
tivation, and when the Goths forced the
line of the Danube they found the em-
pire a shell. The men who had former-
ly filled the legions were gone, and
thelr 'descendants made the cowardly
rabble of Rome, who could not Lt
brought to face a foe.

Nothing is more etriking than the
ease with which comparatively small
bands of Germans marched from end to
end of Italy or Claul without meetins
mlws mlatunce.

"EROQKB ADAI!S.
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.HOLSTON & PiARIS,

Church Street, near bien Bridge, Natchitoches, La,

Wew Buildings, New Euggies, Fresh Horses, Experienced Managers

Drumer s Qutfitt=d on Short Na.dce,

'Bus Meet all Trains.

Horses cared for by tho day, week or monih.

Dest hae of Ferd to be had,

come to town.

Put up with us when you

e

TCHITOCHES [IIRECTORY

CHURCH SERY IGEb 2

Services at the Methodlsh church
every First and Third Sundays at 11|
a. m. and 7:30 p. m., by the pastor, |
Rev, H. Armetrong. Prayer meeting
every Wednesday night at7:30 o’clock.

BartisT—M. E. Weaver, pastor.
Regular services, Second and Fourth
Bundays at 11 a. m, and 8 p. m. ; Buo-
day school, 10 a, m,; prayer meecting,
Wedn&adny, 8 pm All mvmd

LODGES

Phoenix Lodge No. 38, A. F, & A
M, —Bimcoe Walmsley, W. M.; J. C.
Trichel Jr., Sec, Meets First and
Third Wedoesdays at 7 p. m.

Castle Hall No. 89, Knights of Pyth-
ins.—U, P. Breazeals, C. C.; Adolph
L'Herisson, K, of B. & 8. Meets
Second and Fourth Thursdays at 8
p. m.

COUBTS

DISTRICT COURT.

Criminsl Term—Firat Moudays in
June and December,

OIVIL TERM.

: First Mondays in March and Octo-
er.

CIRCUIT COURT.

4 First Mondaya in April and Novem-
or.

-

~ H. M.Carver
SCARBOROUGH & CARVER,

ATTORNEYS AT Law,§
NATCHITOCHES, - LOUISIANA,

Will practice in the District Courts in
the Parislies of Natchitoches, Red
River and Sabine, and in the Supreme
Court of Louisiana, snd the U. 8. Dis
trict aud Circuit Courts for the West-
ern District of Louisiana. 1 17 1y.

Dr, C. Ecaborough.

G- Hn PROTHR01

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON,

NATCHITOCHES, - LOUISIANA.

Diseases of Women and

Children a Specially.

a

Office on St. Dennis Street.
617 1y

SAMUEL J. HENRY,

Arrorney ar Law,

NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA,

| Will practice in all the State and Fed

eral Courts.

A E. Leuze,

—
J. B. TuokeE.

LEMEE & TUCKER,
General Insurance, Land Agents, Notaries Public

“ABSTRACTS OF TITLES A SPECIALTY,

Represent FIDELITY COMPANIES.

A am:lpted as Suretieson nll
Bonds ofany kind, i

Office, Opposite Court House. A

Established in 1880

Greneral Insurance Agency.

Prompt Attention to Business.

st e rer—

U. P. BREAZEALE

[Succeesor to Al;an.ndor. Hill & Breazeale.]
Represents First-Class Companies in Life and Fire Insurance

Repreaentmg also the United States Fidelity & Guaranty Golpnny,
of Baltimors, for Bonds and Becurifies.

it Country Business a Specialty
Office on St. Dennis Street, NATCHITOCHES, LA,
Call on me before placing yvour Insurance Elsewhors,

U. P. Breazeale,

—

LOUISIANA .9
STATE NORMAL SCHOOL

Natchitoches, La.

AINTAINED Uiy the State of Louisiana for the training of teashers.
Affords thorongh preparation for the profession of teaching; full
oourse of adademic study; practical training in the art of teaching;

one year of daily priotios in model schools, under guidance of skilled training
teachers. Class work exemplifies the best of modern thought in matter and
method of iustruction. Diploma entitles graduate to teach in any publie

school in Louisiana withont examination.
Four large buildings, thoroughly equipped; beautiful grounds of one

months, $110.00.

For eatalogue write fo

Jomx M. Tuexer, Frerident.

hundred mcres; most healthful location in the Somth. Facnlty of ifteen
trained instruotors; 432 students last year.
teach one year after graduation; total necessary expense fur session of eight

Tuition free to students who

Thirteenth annual session began October 4, 1897.

B, ¢. CALDWELL, President.

D. C. Scansorouad, Secralary.

Jomx A, Banrow, Treagurer and General Managar.

GIVANOVIC

H CiL CO;

LIMITED

... Manufacturers and Dealers in all kinds of. ,

COTTON SEED : PRODUCTS

NATGI—IITQGHES- LA.




