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Labor and Politics.

The rapil growth of the Knights of
Laitor has catuke coursideirb.e auxiety
amoung the poitlirials of lostonl, who
thilk tiltey tre et lie•tlcrte of 1a0 iAlac.a-
tioIan ill tie Kart of Ltlf knights to uLake
their iudllu..ce f(ll at the polls. Al-

thsough lailu, e is .atupoed; to be tabooed
in the d. tiuellie: ofI tthe organTiztion,
it Is claimed Lby ~owe of the members
that "a word passed alog the li nue" will
be sulicient to un:lLe them almost to a
mlan upon any and all ca-ditates who
are favorableh to their interests. A move
Is suid to have been starte. already,
which, if it continues, may u.nak the coli-
test in tlat city next November one of
peculiar interest, and also test the
strength of toe Knights :f Labor in con-
trolling plolitics. e l, Boston Herald, ac-
tuated ty * desire to find out how much
there is in this movuement, t ecently in-
terviewed a prominent member of the
order. lie ,ailed to throw much light
on the existing situation, preferiug to
let his prophetic vision extend ;nto the
eslitical haze of ll8•%S. In regard to the
aest preeldeutial contest he made some
eoruvation which are of special interest
to Pkiglvanlans. His deduct one from th -
roaditihi of the political parties at pree-
eat, the events now taking place in Con-

Mgiasand the solidifying of the laboring
area for pumposes of self protection, were
that the race for the Republican noml
nation for the presidency has already be-
gun, and Senator Edmunds of Vermont,
is it with Logan and Ilainle as his com-
petitors. After expressing the opinion
that Pre•ident Cleveland would net be
renomlnated unless he should materially
change his policy, the labor re presenta-
tlve continued : "Now, what will the
Democrats do If they reject Cleveland?
No one can tell. Bdt it strikes me that
Sam Randall would not be objectionable
to the Knights of Labor was he nomina-
ted for the presidency. I think Randall
would be a strong man in the fight. Be-
fore they get through, Blaine and Logan
will be at dagger's drawn. Randall
would make a strong man in some of
the doubtful states, and that's just what
the Domocrats want. Wait and see what
time will develop." The opinion was ex-
pressed that Mr. Randali's position on
the tariff would e aeeeptable to the
workingmen, while he was not toostiff a
protectionist to drive away Democratic
support. - [Erie Herall.

The deathi of Mr. Hahn leaves Louisiana
without a republican congressman. Ex-
Gov. Hahn was elected from the Second
Louisiana district in 1884, reeelving ,-
4141 votes to1.14r3 for Houston, Democrat.
Theditrict was carried by the Democrats
two years before, and they will probably
elect Mr. llahn's successor. Thedece•sed
congressman was much stroniger than
hi party, numbering among his friends
a good a:,tny Ilemocrat. He was an
ardent Douglas man before the war and
earnestly advocated the electioll of "the
Little Giant" to the presidency in 1880.

Pirates on the Spanish Main.

New York Times.

The curious information comes from
Aspinwall that the supposed filibusteriung
craft city of Mexico. was really engaged
i :a piratical expedition, and had several
consorts engaged in the same lawless
business. Still more curious and inter-
eating is the statement that these free
booters of the "Spanish Main" were
'-backed by American capital and brains."
Is it possible that American capital and
brains haveso far exhausted the oppor-
tunitk s for enterprise in legitimate chan-
nels as to venture for larger gains in the
perilous business ef piracy? There is yet
another incident connected with this tale
from the Isthmus that is still more mys-
terious. One of the piratical craft, the
Franm, narrowly escaped the fate of the
City of Mexico, and ran up the Norwe-
gian fag and took refuge at Kingston
.Jamaica. Admiral Jonett endeavored to
have her held there until the flagship
Tennessee could run over and look after
her, but without success. Somebody
had however, been frightened, and word
came from the navy department not to
interfere with any Norwegion or other
foreign vessel,

A rumor is current in Washington
that the President will appoint Blaneb
L Bruce, ex-register of the treasury, as

civil service eommimsioner to succeed
Dorman B. Eaton. As a Republican
must be appointed, under the law to su-
ceed Eaton, the Democrats would not be
likely to object to the election of Mr.
Bruce. As a Republiean polielan he
ranks as Fred Douglass and has the tee-
pact of both races.

A traveling "Mikado" company gave
that opera for the entertainment of 600
convicts in the Michigan State prison on
Thursday. The wardea apologised to
the prisoners for not allowing them to go
out between the acts, on the ground that
the prison was in a temperanee town.
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