
The Women of India. i

Their Life Is Severe, and They
Barely Know Pleasure.

They Are Forced by Custom to
Live in the Closest Retiracy

leniied Even Medical
A. sistanee.

In our own free country where
the rights and privileges of wo-t
men are daily becoming more
widely recognized, it is almost in-
comnprehensible to grasp the fact
of the complete isolation in which
the women of India -among the
highest castes-are living. To
hear of the seclusion into which
the poor little wives and widows
are thrust makes one imagine that
fables of long years ago are beingl
told to us, and that we are listen-
ing to facts which happened in
periods so remote that ancient
folk lore alone i responsible for
the recapitulation of tales which
must have traveled through gen-
vrationis and generations ere they
reached our ears.

But it is modern times that the
terrible restriction of women in
India exists, when, from the mar-
riage day, the child-wives are ta-
ken from school, often at the ear-
ly age of nine and ten years, and
i'ccl~y kept in zenanas for the

ri.st of their days -never being al-
1(,wed to see a man save the hus-
land. It is only to his younger
brother that the wife is allowed
to speak, and even to him she
shields her face. Closely caged
in the zenana-- which is the room
in a gentleman's house where in
the wom-n of the family are kept,
and which also is the furthest
apartment from the entrance to
the house, access only being at-
tainable th:ough the huebatudi',
suite of rooms- the 1undna iv t s,
and widows spend their lives in
solitude and ignorance, for the
poor little creatures can scarcely
be said to have received any edu-
cation whatever, being taken from
school at a period when they
should practically be at the com-
mencement of their education.
Many of them cannot even read,
and have therefore no resource
but to plait their hair, thread
their beads and cook their hu.-
band's food.

The zenanas are barely furnish-
ed, containing a single bed, one
ur two round, fiat stools of plain:
wood, apparatus fur coo ing, ia
plitcher for water, a tray contain-
ing one or two gilt cups and pla-
tes, and in the niches of the wall
the idols which are worshiped. i
In the suaIll cour: %ar I adj,)in'u.;
is a tank which serves as a mor,-
ing bath, and to wash the hands (
later in the day the young wife I
tucks the pitcher under her arm ,
and pours water on to her out-
stretched palms, letting it run up-
on the whitewashed floor. The
windows are purposely placed at
a distance beyond her reach, and 4
are purposely barred.

Lady visitors may come to see a
these desolate women, but a man I
other than the husband is forbid-
den to cross the threshold, and a
should his footstep be heard out- t
side, the wife turns her face to the I
wall and covers it quickly with a
her veil. Even the privilege of a
calling her husband by his firstt
name is denied her. She may not
sit nor eat in his presence, and is i
only allowed the scraps which he c
rejecs Iby way of food. a

In the case of a widow she may r
only partake of one meal a day
for the rest of her life, and that v
must be of the plainest kind, no t
sweet being permitted. She alsob
fis s for one whole day at the end p
of each nine or ten days, and clo- h
thes herself in coarse cloth for n
evermore, never wearing a jewel
cr a bit of cL,r, whi" e bhilg her e

invariable garb. This distinguish- a
es the widow from the wife. The se
latter wears colored drapery, or, be
maybe, white bordered with color, sI
and a band of jewell round her w
forehead, but from purdah she is li
never released. f

It is the custom upon the arri- it
val of a guest to offer the box of a,
spices, from which a piece of cin-

l namon or betel nut is taken and w

chewed as a sign of good will. On oi
B some occasions a coin is offered, g]
- which, however, is always return- it
t ed; and another symbol of wel- tl1 come is the crust of water and t

e gilt dish into which the visitors A

D dips her fingers. a

I Until lately all medical assis- t
s tance was denied to the women of c(
t India, who are restricted from see- Ii

ing a physician of the opposite -

sex, and it was not until bands ofn English missionary ladies went

t forth and founded hospitals that
r help in time of sioless was yiel-h ded them. If exception was ever

made to the rule, the patient was
y concealed behind the folds of a

heavy curtain, through an aper-
e ture in which the tongue was ex-

u hibited and the pulse felt. I

Dolls are very much appreciat-
ed by the little woman of India,
but the hair must be black; other-d wise all interest in the toy is lost

e since fair hair is associated with
1- age and sorrow.

s- To be a widow is considered a
r great disgrace, as it is supposedd to have brought such a calamity -

e upon her the wife must have com-l1 mitted some great sin in a pri

n existence, for which she is now
u suffering. It is also considered

disgraceful if a daughter of India
t at the age of twelve years is un-o married.--Statee.

;istur': Conditions.

0 One spot alone on the earth's
e broad chart is free from strife at

y this time- -Asia. The oldest of
i- old worlds stands out solitary and
n alone in its enjoyment of that
y peace which is so dear to most

hearts. and to which philosophers,
a. poets and historians point as the -
I, scene of human blessing.

e True, the Russian bear to the
I west of it is sometimes heard to

growl, and makes things lively in
his direction; but he is either ho-
neyed or induced to go away.
Europe is in a disturbed condi-

Sion. There is no imminent dan-a1 ,er of war, but the spirit of dis-

content prevails, and there is no
telling where it will end. There

1 is talk now of a general disarms.
.ent, but this is the hope of opti-
:njists and will not be realized.

- France will not disarm, nor will -
s Germany. The Czar believes in
3 holding rifle in hand, and Crispi,
Sdespite his professed desire to t
-conciliate, will keep his kingdom A,

- on as good a war footing as hela
tcan.SAfrica is a perpetal battle l
I ground, the massacre of the Wil. a

son party furnishing the latest toSscarlet page in the history of the pa
a Dark Continent. -

In'South America we have an
I active war going on, not noted for
the shedding of vast quantities of me
blood, it is true, but still a war, 1
and other RIepublion are likely, at dl
any time, to be in the same condi- th
tion as Brazil.

Central America is keeping up -its record for strike, allied forces

under Bonilla waging warfare
against Vasqtez, president of the
republic of Honduras.

South of us we have Mexico,
which is contending with revolu- A
tionists, wbom they call bandits,
but who show a disposition to
play for bigger game than trave-
lers, the seizure of the govern-
i ment being their object.

The United States is not plung-
e I in anyv esnlinarv conflict, but

a paper war, on an cnuormous
B scale, is in full blast, and it may

Sbe a good thing that a mighty
space gapes between us and HIa-r waii. Then the contention of po-
B litical parties has reached a stage

far from pleasant, opponents be-
ing disposed to resort to almost

f any means to attain their ends.

Altogether considered, the
l world is not in that happy framen of mind which bespeakes the

, greatest comfort. It may be that
it is too big for harmony; or that

L. these disturbances are necessary
d to the ultimiate good of the whole.

8 At all events, things are not such

as most people should like them
I- to be. What is in store, the "co-
coon of time" only can develop.-
Item.

SCILD BIRTH " *
It * * ilADE EASY!
it " MOTHERS' FRIEND "IS a scientific.
I a!!y prepared Linim.ent, every ingre-

dient of recognized va!ue and inconstant use tLy the medical pro-

S f.ssicn. Thse increcd;ents are com-
a tined in a manner ither'o unknown

"MOTHERS'
* FRIEND"

WiLL 1,O oil that is claimed for
it AND MORE. It Shortens Labor,
SLaesns Pain, Diminii~hcs DLnger to
Life of .! !!,vhr anl C;::!.,. Bookit t "li1. :Hc: i ' IRLd E, con-

S tai.i::g va!ua',.e ill:nat i,:n and
voluntary ttinmonia:s.

Sen? bh ,:e, s on re, ;t c t price $.fo perbe io r

a GsRaFI"LD iE.3ULArCP. CO., Atlanta.Ls.
d bOLD BY ALL IDiUL'-GI•5T
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yon Houid nL drst Rue-

d cend, ho surt aLd start with

a FERR Y'S
-SEEDS.

Cerrt's Lkdi A1nnal or IRS
outaNlN s tO e s1.na1e Alid sbUtLOtan e
of the I~teat ftrmlni kuow,-
dt e. Every plantlr shooold

Lav• It. ants :d*s.

\ t ken trorta c.,

)f Riians Ta' bil"s uare the blues.
d Ripan• Tabt! s have cutoie to stay.

it Ripaes Tallesll cure scrofula.
it on:iFsa. Tah;tlcs are alwayor ready.

5, 1ipadns Tabl:ls O cur flatr:lepce.e
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C EA ,TRADEMARKS
COPYRIGHTS.

* CAll I OBTA NA PATENTb Fiera
U DQpt epwer ahn honet opinion. writet

1- 11N C&C., who bhae bad ncar l7 yeew
A small tarm. two bumiles from FSt.ar

rns strictly oomfldonttra . about 80 arpenta
Arable land, and 74 Parpents bo to oh.imbereda land. Thne prairie ms is all fenced in

and s twell improvedb allMun buildin e-

o oIng new. It int not subject to overflow
and is well drainoy ed. Condotions.

$500 Cash, and the balance on eas

particular apply at this oflfre.-Land For Sale.
SiWe are reques ont offer for sale, 409,c,1 en Evry numbetr .onnains en.

Sacres of first class land, aadjoinig the

, limits of this corporatiou..1 MUNN C cO.. Paw YoaK. 361 BRtOaawAY.

a FOR SALE.

A small farm two miles from St. Marl-

dingll, out houses, stahboset 80 arpentur

ther partin lars,ni terms e. imbered
Addrent. The prairie l ie all fenced in,

T'and is well drained. CodtionLABBE,.

tDrue ist and the bance on ar,

AL DaRsGB ABEsz GUArANT TO

B particular ppms, at thi e oica. ed
and Toilrt Soaps.

l ac•ses of frst class land, ajoinig theSSt. Martorivel, L. I.Store.

CALL AT TH E

MESSENQER
OFFICE,

When You Need Any Kind
or

JOB PRINTIN
. -TO BE-

TLY and .ROXPTh.

SEXECUTED.

&ttbtIhwesLt ? sce.

CAKES,
FRUITS,

CZANDIES.
GROCER I ES.

Irs. E. W. BIENVENUP,
-KEEPS TIE -

The Finest and Most C'omple-
to Stock of I

RESI ani BEST GOODS.
If you want the bost and

freshest Coods, com. to moe.

L. De St. Gormain.
BLACKSMITH .

- AND -

WHEELLWRIG31.
| IM AKV CANE CARTS, OF
THiL EEST AND STHRONC

LST KIND.

Al! lej,,airs in nmy line. will
be promptly a!,eric, :tmJd my

crk is; guarantctui.

I solicit the jlatrora,:e of
the public, promising them
the best - ork at rtasonable
prire . * L. ;'i r. G(;FI.AIN:

IF YOUR BACK ACIIE•A
Or yu are all wo-n out, really good fir nothing

it is geueral debility. Try
RIt#WN'n IRON JIlTER.C.

It will cure o•o. and rive a good a 
p e t

ite. old
by all dealer in medleine

) REDUCTION) -IN-

PRICES.
JOB PRINTING

-AT-

REDUCED PRICES.

In order to meet the
reduction of prices in
the Printing Line by
the city and other
printing houses, we
have made the follow-
ing reductions:

NOTE PAPER.
500 sheets reduced to $2.2.

1000 " " " 3.76
BR PAPER.

500 sheets reduced to $2 7 5j
1000 " " " 4a.2
The note and letter paper isj
cely printed and put up inC

tablet With blotter cover.
BILL HEADS at accord-

ingly low prices.
ENVELOPES.
S250 White No 6 at - $1.00(

500 White No 6 at . 2.00
1000 White No 6 at " 3.50
These envelopes are pnt up a

hy iu in a box and will no'
stick in damp weather,

J. A. HITTER,
SADDLES, CARRIAGES

-AND-

Firemen's Equipments.

Marble work and Tombstonet
Carved.

Samples of work can be euamias.
Moderate Prices.

!S. Xart.sllUe. 1.

VICTOR ROCHO,
DIALER IN

FINE FAMILY AND FANCY

GROCERIES, CIGARS, To-

CCCO AND LIQUORS.

Fresh Goods Rcceivd Daily.
All at prices that defy competition.

Main Street. St. Martiuville. I.

THE TIMES.DEMOCRki
Special Wires,

Special Correspondents,
Special Writers,
Special Artists.

They COST MONEY but
They Make a Great

PAPER.

- HE-

IMESDEIOCRAT
(ets ALL THE NEWS and

PRINTS IT.

GET IT REGULARLY AND SEI

DAIL ', St.VDA : '•EEKL ft
$rs er • ear. .oo pr ar Yar. $i.o pelr as"

The New Orleans Picay ut isono or to
newaiest and nmos,t reliable papers pub'
lished. Its Editorials are jndirions ant
timely; it. gives all the news n ithiot fest
or favwr: its A ssniated I'Prs. and Special
Snothaeri Telegramse cover all importiaa
Foreign and Domus.tic News; its Codl
mercial and Market Reports ar, comple•s
and are accepted standard.: its l4.Cl.
frota New York and I';:rig anm twh
8pecial Contributiona of Pearl Riverl
Cathnrine Cole. Mfl!i,' Moore D:avii
Jeniuin .Inn. Marie. PIt;r,. :ml Ther. as•
unfailing onore~s of iiatereat and informtni
tion anl :are of ; h;i1i order of litirarf
merit. The Pih'.vonn. i- pritced in e1.t
new type. of si. , ul•'ilent to be o
without strainiing the rye.

To kYe.p ahreast of the times and kt*
all ttaorth knowtiine that a newsasper
shoual tell. send Tlhrie. Ila!lars for three
mont.•s' subscription to the Daily PiCeL
yune. or suibscriie for its aspluadhl Weeklf
Editiou at One .,l!.ar a year. TMt
'Wee'hly is sixteen page.l and is i•aii
V'er Tlaursil:ay r,";ir,. a , r a'h i1a


