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GOVERN( R F( )ST'lR.
ti

Last Monday Murphy .1. Foster n

was for the second time, illnugu-

rated (Governor of the State of n

nouisiana, aItIl f lor the second

time he is acciusedl of hlavinig as-

cended to this high position of

honor, by f raudtlelt and corrupt
means. 'T'wice elevated to the

highest position within the gift

of the people of the State of Lou-

isiana, and Loth timnes the serious

accusation of fraud and corrup- f

tion is heaped upon the head of I
the chief executive our state.

What sad and serious commnlent-

ary, what disgrace and dishonor

to the (overnor and to the intelli-

gence of a great state', to be con-

stantly pointed at by the linger of

scorn and contelmpt, with a stand-

ing accusation of fraud and cor-

ruption.
The Legislature and the Denimocra-

cy of Louisiana should have sifted

thisserious accusation, they should

have investigated every accusa-

tion of fraud and corruption and

proclaim to the world the result

of such an investigatation, and con-

demn or vindicate the accused.

But alas! tlhe dickering, the bar-

gains, and perhaps the buying of

legislators to prevent a thorough

investigation of the serious char-

ges, is a confession of guilt, and

eyen the most ardent admirers of

Governor Foster looked upon his

inauguration with suspicion, and
may even admit that the grossest
frauds were practiced, and that

Governor Foster was only declar-
ed elected, and counted in by
fraudulent and corrupt means.

The legislature has failed to
perform a sacred duty, that of in-
vestigating the returns for Gover-
nor and ILientenant (;overnor, and
those legislLators who h;ive voted
against an investigation, have par-

ticipated in seatingll an ,flicer in
the highest pos,ition in the state,
who was decllared, elected by ille-
gal means.

We are pleased to note that 8e-
nator Martin of this district has
cast his vote in favor of a tho-
rough investigation, and his
course is approved by his consti-
tuents. 11e was elected on a plat-
form of reform, and stood to his
trust.

Whooping Cough.
Th.re Is ino daligr froml this disease

wiheni t'hanilherlain' Iiioigh lihlnmly is

freely gien. It illqueties tli' tough Inu-

11i anld aitls its exlbechtorjtiin it also

lessens the sverity iand freqTuelry of

paroxysmls of collughliig, and illllnsures a

speetly rrtovery. ''llIer is nolt the least
danger in giving tle rnllltdy to children

or baables, ni it lentainls no injurious

lllistltanlce. air Nlle by T'. .I. Lablhe

druggist.

Our legislat ,rs arte now busy

IrI•paring sin, hi ills to present to
the lehislatur for •'tion; some of
these hills ar, the A.ustralian law,

and tlhe calbg ,gf a c,,nstituiioinal

conventiili. \Vt ie lIlo not Icelieve

that neithr of t 1~hese hills will b"

passe~d. IIun itlhitaiin the pro-

mises of ",tr. T'he.se prmiuses
of the "1ng will ii t he fultilled.

Fousir ill ivr .ian ;v r'foru

la,\" I ., , :- I, h ;ill It' in the

ring. :li Iis to Is \\ill ne\ "r hay'

enough c birage th pas aily bill
that will hi,,t h, ili. ,,i ,,,i l.: v hi. .

called, it will merely be for the 1
purpose of distributing boodle to
the hungry politicians, because a
new convention under present cir- er
cumstances will not be beneficial Al
to the tpeople. Foster and his le
crowd will never consent to get da
out of office for the good of the m
iosple, anld the only good thing pe
that a new convention would do, se
would he to rid the state of Fostet re
and his horde of politicians. And
the piresent condition of things is do
111ue to the Citizens League legis- ea
lators who were elected on a re- re
form ticket, who placed them- 11
selves on the market and traded d
their votes for patronage they i
may never get. Foster is too [e
slick and tricky to hold his pro- tI
mises to the leaguers. Ii

Representative Simon has given u
notice that he will present a bill fI
to amend Act No 7 of 1892, rela-
tive to gambling, creating a pen- el
alty for same and legislating
against the game of craps. a

Texas was last week visited by 8

a disastrous cyclone that wrought P
ruin and disaster in its path.' A tl
large number of persons were kill- n
Sed and injured, and the loss in p
destroyed property amount to se-
veral hundred thousand dollars. t

The first vote for United States d
f Senator in the Legislature Mon- *
-day was; Blanchard 48; Denegre 6
30; Pharr 30; Price 3; Blackman t
3; McEnery 5; C. E. Fenner 1. c
Senator Martin voted for Denegre

1 and Representative Simon voted
a for Blanchard.

- The mission which commenced I

here on the 10th inst., ended Mon-

day. This mission was very suc-
cessful in every-particular. The
spacious church was crowded at

every exercise, and Monday night,
the church contained nearly two
thousand persons. All the ser-

on1 s of Rev. Knapp, the Domi-
nican preacher were very good,
and much appreciated by the Ca-

d tholics of the parish. The mis-

t sionary and the Fathers Langlois
may well be proud of the success
of their efforts. About 1800 com-
munions were made during the
mission.

o Senator Martin presented a re-
f- solution in the Senate to invite
r- the candidates for the United
l States Senate to address the Se-
dl nate on the Tariff and Money
r- questions. What is the use, these
,u candidates will suit the occasion,
e, and promise you everything you

want, to get your votes; they will
do like the Citizens' League legis-

.- lators who fought the ring before
is the election, and joined their
j ranks after their election. Blan-
is chard can do as he already did,
i- vote against sugar in the House
t- of Representatives, and when he
i saw a chance of going to the Se-

nate; said he would be for sugar
if elected to the Senate. Take a
new man, you cannot trust the old

Stricksters, notwithstanding all
i-tlheir promlises, they are not sin-

" cere.

S- -Last Sunday morning a party

t composed of Messrs. T. J. Labbe,
m B. L. Fournet, C. A. Thomas, L.
Ii J. Gardemal, Albert Bienvenu,

'e Edmond Bulliard and Drs. L. A.
Delaureal and Jos. Martin, left

y for New Iberia on the May Labbe.
h On the way the party met and
f took aboard Jack Dartes. It was
v, an excursion for pleasure, and it
al was enjoyed by the entire party
e to the fullest extent. The boat
e was loaded with refreshments and

Sprovisions. Going everything
s went on nicely and smoothly, but
1. returning an accident happened

Sto the, engine that could not he re-
1 luired on the boat, and the party
, had to abandon the boat near Lo-

11i reauville and return home the best
. way. th.y could, but they all got
s Ihack htrnm all right.

WHAT IS DEMOCRACY.

The old geographies defined a demo-

cracy as a "government by the people."
And as a corrallary of this "a democrat

is one who favors a democratic govern-

ment." That is a democrat in those

days was one who was in favor of a de-

mocracy, or a government where the

people rule. But in these latter days it
seems that very great advancement has

been made. Judging by the recent man-

ifesto of the Pugh-Krutchnitt commit-

tee, which was the creature of the state

democratic committee of Louisiana, we
conclude that the old definitions were

radically wrong and no longer to be re-

lied on as giving a true idea of demo-

cracy. This Pugh manifesto in effect
declares democracy to be a government
in which the power is in the hands of a

few whose duty it is to carefully guard
the machinery of the government so that
there will not be the least danger of the
people getting any real power into their
unholy hands, and the interest of "the
few" be thereby endangered.

In the first place this committee de-
clare their intention of counting the
votes ot the recent election as they have
been returned by the returning boards

appointed and controlled by the afore-
said "few" without permitting "the peo-
ple" through their representatives to
look behind these returns to see whe-
ther the election had been fairly or ho-
nestly conducted. What right have the

people to object as to the methods fol-
lowed by "the few" anyhow? Is not

this a democratic government and is not
all power vested in the managers of the
democratic party? What right then
have the members of other parties or
even the rank and file of the democra-
tic party to make a fuss about the way
things are managed? Is not the Pugh
committee the people, and when they
die will not wisdom depart from our
j borders?

In the second place this committee in
the magnanimity of their generous
I hearts, and because of the foolish and
uncalled for kicking throughout the
state about the way the late election
was conducted and the result obtained
e by "the few." in order to smooth the

t ruffled feathers of the aforesaid kickers
without really giving up any of the

o power they-"the few"--so righteously
(?) hold and exercise, have proposed a
constitutional convention. But lest the
people should by some means succeed in

i, edging themselves into this convention
-and passing some measures that might
be beneficial to the people to the detri-
ment of the aforesaid "few," they wisely

S and skillfully (?) propose that this pro-
ts posed convention shall be composed of

t- the persons they--"the few"-shall vir-

.e tually select, and that when this con-
vention meets it shall have no real pow-
er to make any change that will in the

-least jeopardise the power of "the few."
; The question might be innocently asked
by those who do not understand the si-
tuation. "Why take all this trouble by

3 calling a convention ?"
Y The only reason we can see why this
se committee suggested the convention is

the aforementioned kicking on the part

of the people of Louisiana who foolishly
supposed they had some rights in a de-
mocracy. These people--or at least a
large number of them-still hold to the

re old idea that a democracy is a govern-

ir ment by the people. They have not
been enlightened by the new light shed
forth in such rich effusion by the Pugh
committtee. When the said committee

e succeed in fully indoctrinating the peo-
e ple with the Pugh idea of denocracy
. "the few" can then dispense with all

su ech foolishness as going through the
farce of holding elections or calling

a conventions and follow the example of

d that great exponent of modern dlemocra-

11 cy, as set forth in the Pugh manifesto.

a- the czar of Russia. The said czar does
not hold elections or call conventions
where there might possibly be a remote
Schance that the people could have a

e, small voice in affairs. He simply issues

. his edicts and if perchance there should
, be a little kicking he has his army and
he has Siberia. These save him all trou-
ble. We commend the example of the
ezar to "the few" as one worthy of their

e emulation, and recommend them to

d adopt his methods as speedily as possi-
as ble. It would save a vast sum of money

it which is now wasted in going through
the farce we call elections. This moneySthus saved would equip and maintaiu

at quite a good-sized military force, and

d "the few" could devote themselves more

g freely to the government while the army

t could see to it that all kickers were put
down speedily.--Lake Charles American.

y Place your advertise-
Sment, legal or comr-

t mercial, in the Mes-

senger, if you want to
reach the public.
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