The Cause

Mines, mille and factories are shut
down, or working half time or with
a half erew. The employers tell us
they are forced to lay off men be-
cause there is no demand for the
product.

Yet there i3 a rageged lot af men,
women and children seeking work at
the textile mills, People who are
much in need of shoes seek a job at
the shoe factories. All the workers
are in need of the things made by
labor.

This eondition is so irrational that
there must be a remedy, if we will
only take the trouble to understand
what is really the cause

We must first know what this
demand for the products of labor
really is. We know it does not mean
that no one needs anything. Workers
are in the direst need when there is
least of this market demand.

The demand for the products of
labor mpy be devided into three
parts,

First: There is the demand for the
things which are needed in the pro-
cess of production; such as mach-
inery and raw material.

This part of the market demand
iz dependent on the activity of the
other industries, It s increased
when the industries which gdirectly
supply the things which are neces-
sary for our comfort and well heing
are active; and it decreases when
these industries are inactive,

Second: the demand for the neces-
sarfes of life coming from those
whose income is insufficient to sup-
ply them with everything thev need:
which ineludes practically all the
wage earners and < large part of the
middle class.

This second part of the market
demand eannot be inereased unless
the total wages paid te labor is in-
creased, either by an aetual raise of
wages, or by an increase or redistri-
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bution of work so as to give employ-
ment to a greater number of men.

Such an increase in the total wag-
es of labor will enable the workers
to buy more of the things they need,
and will therefore increase this see-
ond part of the market demand,

Third: the third part of the mar-
ket demand is the things bought by
those whose incomes are so large
that they can buy everything they
can use or desire and still have part
of their income left over, either in
the form of money which must he
invested, or in the form of the pro-
duct of the industries which are
stored up until they can be sold.

This third part of the market de-
mand ean only be increased by the
creation of new desires of the in-
vention of new wayeg of wasting the
products of labor, among the rich
people. An addition to their income
would not increase the market de-
mand, as they are already able to
huy everything they desire

Briefly stated, then, the market
demand consists of (1) The things
neaded to maintain the machinery of
production.

(2) Such necessaries of lfe as the
great mass of people are able to buy.

(3) As much of the remaining pro-
duet as the rich are able to use or
waste,

This market demand determines
the normal velume of the world's
work, which 18 increased by a large
amount of production for specula-
tive purposes,

The entire capitalist syvstem is so
full the  bombastic advertising
gpirit that the employers decieve
themselves as to how much of the
product they ean sell, This leads to
the preduction of more than the mar-
ket ealls for, and therefore to an
accumulation of product.

When the employers wake up
from  their optimistic pipe-dreams
they get scared and stop production
altogether. That is what is called a
panic.
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Thanksgiviug Reflections

Thunk God, (whatever gods
be) that that thanksegiving is over.
The fellow with & good job had a
chance to be thankful that the fellow
with a poor job did not draw as much
wages as he did. The fellow with a
poor job has a chance to be thankful
that he had 2 job at all. The fellow
that was jobless had 4 chance to he
thankful that the Mutts put out a
bigz feed. The Mutts were thankful
that there were people that were
needy that they would have a
chance to be charitable, The Cap-
italists were thankful that the slaves
were etill content to accept charity.
The palriots were thankful that there
were still plenty of Mutis (common
garden variety) who would offer
their bodies as hullet stonpers to pro-
long the present system of capital-
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for Fools is over there will he less
patriots to fight for their master and
more rebels to fight for their own
interest, At least this is our hope.
Put our prophecy iz that after this
slaughterfest there will bhe another
and another until after a while there
will be fewer boundery lines (imag-

inary). Eventually we will have One
Pig Nation, Then we will have ane
iz serap. Then a thousand frag-

then we can
Unless we wak-

mentary nations and
start all over again.

e the slaves up. After that and a
million mere thats, we will have a
conpperplated commonplace and then—
then—we'll haye an  explosion—the
carth will "splode into » million frag-
ments—re-arrange itself and we can
start all over again without useless
junk of precedent and tradition that
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The normal velume of the world's
work is not near large enough to
keep the world's workers employed
ten hours per day—nor eight—mnor six
hours per day.

That is why we have an unem-
ployed army of men in times of the
greatest “prosperity” when produc-
tion for speculation is at its height.

The Remedy

Compulsory unemployment cannot
be solved with charity or imprison-
ment for vagrancy. Both of these
methods tend to degrade and im-
hitter the victims, and do not affect
the causes of unemployment except
to the extent of getting rid of a very
small part of the surplus product.

Woodyards and rock plles where
the unemployed are generously per-
mitted to work for (heir board, is
still leas of & remedy. It simply
means that so much of the world's
work is done without giving the
workers the means of buying the
proportionate part of the product of
labor. It brings a wvery doubtfull
temporary relief at the cost of more
unemployment and much greater
poverty in the future,

There are just two remedies for
enforced unemployment:

1. Increased wages for the great
mass of workers. This will enable
the workers to buy more of the
productzs of labor, and thereby in-
crease the parket demand,

2. A reduction of hours. This will
redistribute the world’s work so that
a greater number of workers will
find empleyment, and il aleo tend
to keep product:on down so as not
to create a large oversupply of un-
salable product.

These remedies will most assured-
Iy not be used by the large employ-
ers. They want more and ever more
profit.

Nor bave we any reason to b
lieve that the middle elass will <.
much to help bring about changes ¢’
this kid. It Is not at all certai
that they would lose by it, but the:
are such devou. worshippers of th.
dollar sign, that they shrink from do
ing anything to displease their ldes;
of manhood-—the man with more
money.

We, the workers, must ourselves
remove the danger and terror of epr-
forced and penniless fidleness. W
must unite and strive for better
wages and shorter hours. We must
do It soon, or soon be hopelessly en-
slaved. Improved machines and
methods have increased the prodne
tivity of labor fast enough to kecp
pace with the extension of the
world market and w'th the es
lishment of modern industry in new
field. ‘The world market is now prae-
tically complete, and there ars very
few parts of the inhabitable purt of
the earth where modern industry his
not twken a foothold. Henceforth n-
wrr ions  of  better mochines and
more efficient methods of work wiil
directly reduce the toial amount of
work 1o be done. Unemployment will
incregss In almest the same rafio o=
noustrial effticlrney I rreases evoent
as Llus tendency Is comteracte] by
Irereased wage: and a shorter work-
day.

Toemporarily this process may be
slightly checked by the destruction
wronght by the European war. Butl
war, as a remedy for unemployinent,
is worse than the disease it tempno-
rarily relieves, It may give us time
to get together and urite our
strenith before we are reduced tn
hopeless peonage, and that time muat
not be wasted.

Get together. Degin now.
the One Big Union.

Join

Notes From Dixie

DIXIE NOTES

Compiled by W. H. Lewis

Arkansas—The Ayer and Lord Tie
Co. has closed all its work in this
state and Louisiana throwing thous-
ands out of work. The Missourl Tie
and Timber Co. has al=o shut down.

Warren—The Arkansas Lumber Co.
hog reduced its output one half,

The stave mill st this place has
shut down also.

Thousands of working farmers at
point of starvation, due to the fact
that they ecannot get anything for
their cotton,

A few live agitators in this state
would make it damn_interesting for
the vultures.

Loniziania—Conditions are, it pos-
sible, worse in thls state than in
Ark., Most of the saw mill Co’s who
export lumber having closed down,

The transportation industry strictly
on the blink. Hundreds of train
crews being laid off, Even the sect-

The I. W. W. is lively in Minneapolis

ist expropriation and everything was we guffered from In the past. Ye
LOVELY. Abernit, Slaves, how does it look? Will ye

After this Furepean Upen Season rense now or later?

Sinee the cold woather has set in afier the Indosiries open up.  Loeal
the leeals In Minneapolizs have had #4 helds Open Forum Meetinzgs every
to confine thelr tivites to indoor Sunday evening Lawyers, Deovtors,
meetines, Indugtrizl contitions are Prohbittonists, “Soclalizte,” 21 come
getting worse every day., Mors woun like lamd el slanehtered.
are continuelly eetting lald off, and We s#ive them minutes to epeak
the hread ) tt'ne longer. The snd 1) 1 he avalanche loose.
result is, that the sluves are more The Seandin 1 'ropaganda League
eager to hesr dioEssn of thr el " e tiens! meeting every
One Bip 17 , than they ey wers 1 y nizht, windi up with a
hefor Here Minnehopeless™ wy Y A\l reetingz have heen
predict i hovm for the 1. W, W. well attends it by eiti

Lost  Spiurday the Seandinavian
Propaganda League held 2 protest
meeting in behalf of Joe Hill. The
h=all wns packed, and a collection of
about #10 was realized for our tellow
worker now lying in jail. Last Sun-
day local 64 held a smoker instesd
of an Open Forum and it was a big
from overy point of view,
In the future we intend to have most
cf the prominent heads of all organ
izntions, radical and otherwiza (chief-
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ion erews have been reduced.
From Calvin comes the report that
many families are suffering.

Apd in view of all this we are
asked to wait two years and vote the
Socialist ticket, Oh Hell!

Missisgippi—Conditions in this stat _
e ON & par “’il'l lh!‘ DIhK‘I!,

At Bay, St Louls, slaves are work-
ing for 40 cents a day.

The canneries therp have cut wages

Oklahoma—Conditions  are all 1o
the bad in the oil fields,

Practically all timber work Is shut
down,

Farmers up against it good and
plenty.

Prosperity! Prosperity!, but al-
ways for the buzzard.

In every wretched hovel, eyery
empty stomach, on every hending

back, every tolling sweating groaning
slave in the south there is a lesson
that these (my) peaple MUST learn
if they are not to he utterly devoured
hy the bepst, That lesson is—Organ-

jze!  Orzanize!

Iy otherwisge) on eur platform and dis.
egss  sovinl  problems  from  every
point of view. We have a fine hall
here in Minneapoliz, one of the heat
that the 1. W, W, has, and we ex-
tend o hearty welpome to all who
are interesied in the labor

to come and attend our O

The admission i= fres Ot

i3 232 Codar Ave

CHAS GRAY




