2 _:

THE WEEKLY PROCRESS:

»

SATURDAY, MIAY 7, 1892.

ANECDOTES oOF ®PURGEON

—
He Could Not Fresch With Fis Wife
Lookiag at Him.

Among the crowd of apoeryphal an- |

ocdotes concerning Mr. Spurpeon let
for which [ can per-

vouch, writcs Edmund Yates
in the I At the Surrcy
Gardens Music hall, if T mistake not,
in the year 1H56, where 1 heard
Thackeray's four lectures om the
(Georges, and where Spurgeon preached
regularly before the tubernacle was
built, thers were French
opening out into the grounds. The
place was crammed one hot Sunday
morning, and these windows were
many of them left open, so that a
frings of the congregation was stand-
ing hall in and halfl out of the great
building.

New comers gradually edged some
of the others onto the floor, some of
whom remained covered, as they were
justified In doing so long. and mno
longer, as their standing ground was
{n the gardans. These unfortunales
Mr. Spurgeon spoke at thus from the

pulpit before beginning his sermon, in |
an easy, [riendly manner, but in those |

magnificent tones which vibrated
through the building: *'I regretto see
that there are some present who are
so unscecustomed 1w attend public wor-
ship that they have quite forgotten it
is the practice to take off their hats”
This I heard. and shall never forget
its effect, in the immediate doffing of
male headgear and in a sort of smoth-
ered hum of amused approval from
the crowd.

Another personal experience of Mr.
Spurgeon was at the t'r;sml Palace,
where he preached to 25,000 people.
Seated near to the pulpit I observed
Mra Spurgeon take her piace just be-
fore her husband appeared and that
she was visibly affected by the mighty
concourse of souls all with upturned
faces and fixed gaze upon one man
apd all about to be thrilled to the
core by that man's impassioned ap-
peals to them to be saved alive.

While Mra. Spurgeon was conceal-
ing her emotion as best she might—in
other words dealing furtively and
shyly with her pocket handkerchief—
I saw the pastor beckon far off with
his forefinger to one of the deacons,
& stout and solemn gray-hair man of
rubicund complexion and a defect in

one eys, which I remember made me

speculate whether it was natural or
acquired. He was in the very glossy
black which wns the orthodox dissent-
ing uniform in those far-off days and
walked with a limp which made his
prograss up to the pulpit or rather plat-
form, stairs tantalizingly slow.

Some brief but evidently important
instruction was at last whispered by
Mr. Spurgeon in the lame man's ear,
apd 25, 000 people were at once agog
with curlosity to know what this could
possibly be at such a time when the
whole vast place was quivering with
anticipation and suppressed emotional
excitement. I happened to be seated
80 near to Mrs. Spurgeon that when
the worthy deacon *made for her" in
his orab-ilke, ponderous way, it was
unavoldablo that I, at least, out ol
that vast and silent orowd of expect-
ants, should hear what had delayed
the pastor, and what the urgent matter
was he had atsuch a eritical moment,
to communicate.

In a hoarss, fleshy whisper 1 heard
this: *‘Mr. Spurgeon says" (could 1
help listening?—the interlude was
serious and even dramatic, and my
ears craned that way whether I would
or not)—*Mr. Spurgeon says please
will you ehange your seat so that he
will not be able to ses you It" (it"
was doubtless Mra. Spurgeon's obvious
emotion) ‘makes him nervous;" and
the lady moved immediately to anoth-
er seat not visible from the preacher’s
place.

A Story of Great Herolsm.

® ] recall to mind a story of an officer
in the emperor's army which was be-
selging a fortress. Their number was
small and a relieving army was com-
ing up. It was of immense moment
that they should know how long the
fortress could hold out Jt it must
capitulate for want of supplies within
a week they could stay and win the
campaign for the emperor. A young
Japanese nobleman volunteersd to go
into the fortress and ascertain how
long the fortress could hold out. He
disguised himself, and in passing
learned that they had food and water
for valy two days mora.

As he was going out with his pre-
cious information he was detected
and the enemy said to him: +Weare
going to crucify you, but we will let
you go on one condition—that you
will go to the wall and tell the people
that we have supplies for a week."
He sald: *Very well '’ and went to
the wall. His wife and children in
the beseigers' camp saw him,
friends were there alsa, and he held

i *There

points, but he had done his duty to
his general. —Sir Edwin Arnold.
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HUNTING THE ELBEDRICHELA,

How Harmon Loster Learned to Catch
Birds With a Club,

| York Sun, was

| afternoon at Reading of his trapping
| of birds in the Hartz mountains, Ger-

| many, and how he had caught many
| sleeping birds in the night with his | .
| banda |
| *That's nothing,” said one. *You
| ought to see us catch elbedrichela in
America”
Loster was sager to know.
. sald the man. The
birds preler cold nighis up on the

mountains, and as we're going to hunt
| for them to-night, you ean go along.”
The starting point was named and
all arrangements were made. It had
been one of the coldest days of the

|
! “All right"
|
!

touched zero. The party met Loster
at the appointed time and place, and
ull_hunda five in number, armed with
clubs, proceeded to Mount 'enn, over-
looking the city.

“Where are
Loster.

*“We don’t shoot the elbedrichela,
but we chase them up with clubs and
catch them in a bag, " was the roply,
| When the party reached McKnight's
| gap an arctic blast whistled through

the bare boughs and in the moonlight
the swaying branches cast
| thadows over the snow on the moun-
taln side. At a very lonely spot
Loster received a eluly and the entire
| party scattered and began  beat-
ing the bushes and shouting *Shoo™
Loster joined in heartily, and notwith-
| standing the extremely eold weather
| those in the sccret extremely enjoyed
! Loster's zeal in the hunt.
| The idea was. Loster was told to
| drive tha elbedrichela from their hid-
ing places up into the ravine Fre-
quently the practical jokers would
shout: *There goes one! Loster,
did you sea it?" Loster imagined he
did several times, and replied, **Yes"
as he kept beating the bushes with his
club.

After a half hour's chase the party
had reached the head of the ravine

«Now, Loster, you hold the bag
open,” said one of the party. <Hold
the mouth of the bag well open close
to the ground. We'll go down this
side of the ravine and drive @b the
birds on the other side.
ful and hold the bag
birds will run under you."

Loster shiveringly took the bag and
held it open and close to the ground,
while his companions, shivering with
cold and nearly choking with laug -
ter, left him and continued beating the
tushes and shouting *Shoo!™

For ten minutes Loster heard the
voices of his companions growing
falnter, and frequently he felt the bag
to see whether any birds had entered.
Finally the voices were silent and
Loster thought the hunters were be-
hind & hil. He shivered and shook,
but stiil kept holding down the open
bag. For over an hour he loyally re-

your guns? askei

wishing to freeze to death, he resolved
to quit, and tottered down the moun-
tain with the empty bag on his shoul-
der. IHe had not gone far before it
dawned upon his mind that he had
been made the victim of a very cold
practical joke. When he reached a
hotel on the outskirts of the town he
warmed himself and took a thoughtful
drink alone.

GOOD ROADS.

Wise Investments for the Present and Fu.
ture Geaeralions.

Bad roads force people to live in
cities: good ronds tend to take them
out into the country. This observa-
tion reveals its force perhaps more
strikingly when read in view of the
facts of rallroad development, to
which the especial attention of the
American people has been given dur-
ing the past forty years. The rall-
roads have centralized the population
in the cities nnd larger towns, and ar-
ranged them along their lines of com-
munication. Now what is needed is
an equal development ol carriage
roads 1o broaden the areas of popu-
lation and to relieve this congestion.

Railroads need better carriage roads
tor feeders; farmers need them for ac-
cess to the railroads und to the cities;
manufacturers need them for access
to less populous areas and for lower
rents and for less cost of portage and
transporiation: merchunts need them
ss an element in  the cheapening of
their wares; the people need them for
the reduction of the expense of satis-
Iying their wants and for the mora ef-
ficient distribution of their activities.

All men work and plan, writes A.
A. Pope in the Forum, alter supplying
their own and the immediate neads of
| their families, to leave a good inheri-
| tance to their children. -All good cit-
fzens take into their plans of publie
expenditure the leaving of wise lo-
vestments to the next generation.
What wiser, surer and better inheri-
tance can we leave to our sons and
our successors than good roads——roads
that can be preserved and used at 1#-
tle expense and that endure both as
monuments and as investments during
the years and the centurles to come.
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Saved Her Life.

As Miss Carrie Kirchner, of Rondout,
N. Y., was walking out one evening
she heard the report of a pistol and
felt something strike her. She saw
three boys by a gate and exclaimed
wAre you trying to kil me?” The
buys scampered away and she walked
home. On her arrival there a 24-
caliber revolver bullet was found in a
ball of cotton yarn she had carried. She
was walking with two younger sisters,
and in order that they might take ber

When the bullet struck her, her right
pand in which was the yarn, was
muh.rhﬂhﬂlﬂm

Harmon Loster, & young man nnt'T
| long in this country, relates the New |
boasting one winter |

winter, and at nightfall the mercury |

fantastic |

But be care- |
lower or the |

mained at his post, but finully. not

| still as 1f cut from stone.

Thoy Are very Numerous in Paraguay,
There Being No Hunters,

O course. there belng no hunters to

kill them, wild animals are very plen-

H common Lo see Jaguars

vven from the deck of the

Rt ALLIGATORS,

But, most of all, alligators

:+ Herbert H. Smith in

When the waters are

they romm over the flooded

king the small animals water-

irds und fi=h, on which they live; at
that time 1h--_\' are not so cominon
| along the river channels, and only
nuw and then may one be seen in the
shullows, with but the top of his ugly

hend above the surface of the watar.

In the dry season, as the waters re-
eede, they gather in the rivers in such
amyging numbers that I can compars
them only to tadpoles in a pond. I
| have counted over sixty on a small
sand bank, literally piled ous over the
other; while, all around, the water
was full of them. They lie thus for
hours, basking in the sun. and guite
still; but il a steamer approaches the
| mass begins to move, there is n gleat
rattling of scales as they hustle each
other to reach the water, and in a mo-
ment only five or six are left, whe
raise their heads and stare at the ves
| sel until it has passed them. These
| more cournf@nus fellows are generally
the larger ones and offer tempting
| shotss. [ am no sportsman, but my
brother-in-law, who was traveling with
me. killed many from the steamer’s
#:ck, using only coarse shot.

It is not so easy to kill those that
are seen on the surface of the water,
| shot, and even a bullet, will glunce off
| from the hard skull unless the )
| hit. The top of the eye-socke

never more than two or three inches
above the surface, and as they are
| usually at rather long range, even a
skilllul marksman may be pardoned
for a miss
| Though so numerous, the alligntors
are not generally regarded as danger-
ous | have often seen the young

|neg:'oea and Indian boys swimming |
| within a few yards .of them and the |

reptiles|inid little attention to their
| play. Cattie, too, wade about the
| flooded grass lands, in search of pas-
| turage, and are rarely molested by al-
| ligators. In fact, unlessdriven to bay

or ravenous with hunger, they dare
| not attack man or the larger animals;

but they are always on the watch for
| smaller prey.

| HOW ANIMALS “CHARM."

LIt I+ Possibly & Form of Hypnotism —
| Well Authentlented Instances,

The power attributed to the snake
nnd foline families of ‘charming”
their victims seems to me pastdispute.

| Is it not merely a case of Lypnotism?
| guestions a writer in Sc.ence. Liv-
| ingston tells us that when &t one time
seized by a tiger he felt neither terror
por pain; all his senses seemed to be
benumbed. Bates, in his “‘Naturalist
on the Amazon, " states that one day
in the woods a small pet dog flew at a
large rattlesnake. The snake fixed its
eyes on the dog, erected its tail and
| shook its rattle. It seemed in no
haste to selze the dog. but as il wait-
ing to put the dog into a more suit-
able condition for being seized. Asto
the dog, it neither continued the at-
tack or retreated, could not or would
not move when called, and was with
diffeulty dragged away by its master.

I have seen one cuse of a snake
| charming a bird, but I hada better
opportunity to study a cal charming a
bird, and probably the process is much
alike in both.

The cat placed itself on the outside
gill of my window near to u pine tree
A bird presently lit on the pine tree,
| no doubt not observing the cat.  The
eat fixed its attention on the bird
The cats eyes were widely opened and
shone with & peculiar brightness; its
head was raised and intent, the fur on
its neck and aboutits face slowly stood
! up, as if electriied. Except for this

rising of the fur and a certain intens-
lli.L_\' of life nbout the beast, il was as
The bird
| guivered, trembled, looked fixedly auv

| the cat and finally with a fesble shake

| of the wings fell toward the cat, which
| bounded to seize it
| A lady tells me that she ‘does not
| believs that eats can charm birds be-
cause she has seen a cat try to charm
a parrot, and the bird greally
alarmeil, scolded loudly.” This provas
nothing. the parrot in general or,
| more probably, that particular parrot,
did not prove a good subject for the
mesmeric power. 1 have seen people
!wlm cannot be hypnotized; they re-
| sent the effort, and nervous action be-
comes intensiied.

Shuving for Baldness,
Shaving the head for baldncss is a
delusion and a snare.  When quite a
'. young man the exchange editor of tha
| Philadelphia Times found himself
| growing bald, aad by the advice of &
| barber, which advice was als0 indorsed
by a wig-maker, he had the top of his
head shaved regularly twice a week
for six months.

During this time he wore a $30 tou-
pee bought of the wig-maker. Bix
months was the time he was to shave
his head to effect a cure, but at the
expiration of this period he found that
the toupee, or something elsa had
killed all the roots of his hair and he
was hopelessly bald

In telling his tale of woe the editor
always removes his hat as he ap-
proaches the climax and thus the ab-
solute truth of it 18 flashed, like a
great white light, upon the hearer. —
National Barber.

Size of Watches.

Watches were appreciably reduced
in size after the invention of the fusee
to obviate the inconvenience of varia-
tions of power of the mainspring.
The watches made early in the six-
teanth century generally strongly con-
trasted in size and portability with
those worn in fobs by men in the eigh-
teenth century, snd which were round.
thick and heavy.
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