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A PLCA FOR THE SKUNK.
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: prove that, ina wet seaso
like the 11-t. amdd om soil of the characte
here employid, it 18 ]m.--vu- o to give cort
both too wueh and too little enlture.

The latter case is readfly conceded by
everybody, but that the gronnd can b
stirred too elivn will probably not med
with so universal assent. Nor is it pro
able that the mere stirring of the sar
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, but 'L wir worst
aand all kinds
xLerries, raspberries and
he gra Out of 500 bushels of my
own potatoes last season ut least ene-
third 0 been rendered unmarketablie
en aceount of the grubworms, and
about the same proportion of my eorn,
and in 1800 five acrcs of corn were de-
stroved by their eating off the roots,
huadreds ef hills ot reaching a height
of eizhteen inches, By digging into
these hills ! eonld get from one to kali
4 dozen grabs tothe hill, Desides, 1 have
lost hundreds of raspberry and black.
Lerry plants by their eating the bark
vrom the roots. The damage done by
theso pests every year amounts to mil-
s of dollars in Michizan alone, and
it s long been known that the skunk
#3 the most con m enemy of the nuni
sances by digging them out of the
grouad during its nocturnal wander-
ings. Now are we to allow this little
animal—ona of the best of onr friends—
te Lecome exterinated jost Lecanso he
Liappens to have some soft fur that the
ladies want to wear? Wuu.clu cls ave
terribile pests in all sandy or hilly por
tions of the country. Lven my hired
men and almost every boy know that
1he skank ought to live for the good he
an do in the alove ways, and that he
onght to be protected by the imposition
of a five or ten dollar tine for the killing
of eachone. The siuuk goes into the
woodchuek hole or stays there throngh
the day, and goes forth in the night and
Jestreys insect life. Ile works all night,
and is entively harmless, except that he
will sometimes get a chicken or twe
from the shifticss farmer, but this loss
can be avoided.

How Often Shoulkl Cora Be Cultivated?

Thirty plats were devated last season
to the answering of this guestion at the
Iansas station. The experiment was
divided into two series of #fteen plats
cach, Series A had five plats cultivated
twice 3 weels, five plats once a week and
Gve plats once in two weeks,  The three
tive plat groups in series B were culti-
vated, respectively, two, four and six
times during the season. The fmplement
used was a spring teoth cultivator that
gave shallow eulture and conld be run

_«lose to the plants without disturbing
the reats. The land was clay Joam.

A wuniformity in yield in the plat
under similar treatment, in both series,
is noted in the report of results, DBut
what is etill wore interesting is that the
highest yiclds atjrined in Loth series,
when enitivateid once in two weeks and
when euitivated four times during the
season, is the result of what is practi-
cally the same amount of cultivation.
Though the culture did not occur on the
8 Tates for both sets, the plats culti
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Loaf .sﬂn of Timothy,
This disease forms black siantty lines
in the leaves of timot
es, which are dinally r

i to shrads
es.  Draining
the soil well, tran=ferring the crops t
new lund when they have begun tosmng
badly and exercising care with respect
L0 manLTe are lll'r_-\'&'u';i\' @ InGiEsures.

. To Rid Peualiry of Lice.

Keroscne ointment is often recom-

mended in the poultyy journals as a
| remedy

% 4
hie

for As many readers do
gt horosene ointwent

lowinz abstract frow

seme ointment may bo made Ly
simply mizing kerosene and lavd or, bot
ter, kerosene and salphur. This cint-
uient is excellent to rid poultry of lice.
It should be kept in a closed canin &
poultry honse, and in the summer the
roost poles shoald often be rbbed with
the ointwent.  An old rabber or Jeathe
glove makes this an easy and not v
pleasant task. After the poultry are e
the roosts some of this oiutment shuuiad
be placed under the wings, abont th

breast and legs, once in four or fivr
weeks in the late snmmer, I, in adik
tion to this, you frequently spray
Lisasge aml \anl when the fowls are
with diluted crude carbolic acid,
whitewnsh the house once a year
will not oniy bhave a neat house
healthy Lirds, it the other reqn sites are
provided. Chickens onght to be a very
profitable adjunct to every farm ans il
be if the above suggestions are encrics
out and the birds well honsed and fed,
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Things Said and Irone.

The general drift of opuaion 1:tely es-
pressed appears to be that the practice
of barrowing carn, both beforsaud after
it is up, is increasing in popularity.

Professor Roberts cormaemnds the plan
of using lind plaster in stables instead
of spreading it directly on the clover.
The plaster is just as effective in the
elover field, and it has arrested much
that would otherwise have been lost in
the steble manure.
Jersoy for making cranbervies into jaw
and canning theny,

“Society of the Friends of T,
the name of an organization in Fravee,
its object being the restoration of the
forests.

The New England Homestead sug-
gests that avimals awarded first pre-
miums at our agricultural fairs shoudd Le
placed on a platform, and judges made
to give their reasens for such wetion te
the pablie. This is what ex-Governol
Hourd, of Wisconsin, advoeated 8 gowme
of the Farmers' institutes last winter.

A hop picking machine bas been in-
vented in Australin.

The largest vauch devotad to blooded
herses is said to Le at Greeley, Colo..
where theso is a grass range of over
8,000 ueres.

She Can Furm.
Connecticut farmers, who cortinually
bemoan that the old state is used up for
farming, may learn something to their
advantage by consuiting pretty DMise
Bertha B, Weed, who mwakes money till-
ing a tough little farm i the town of
North Canton. Miss Weoed saperin-
tends ull the sperations on her place, is
up with the sun every day, reises stock,
gells milk and butter amd has a big yard
full of some of the bLest fowls in the
state. What is still more wonderfui,
she bas learned how to make money in
the risky Lusiness of spring
chickens fur market. £he makes a
fortune yearly selling eggs. Some
of them are extraordinarily large. She
ted a couple of them to the editor
of the Hariford Courant this week.
They weighed half a pound apiece, and
are the bigge:t hens' eggs reperted in
i the state this scasqu—New York Sun.
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Let usloak out for (nul rays of com- |
furl.‘ Shers is mever a sorrow Without |

sattendant comfvrt.  Only we are 54 |
f‘lf.l n g0 deeply engrossed and exercised
| with the sorrow that we miss thesolaoe.
We are sodowneast that we do not see
the angel form waiting by cur side, We
are oo ol 3 i i
of aught I
frmu th

gt

anil so tl
icape nnol:
aoewwho had cote to cheer
el out :f witr hworestead
F Wy lu of recognition and &
| Jook of grateful ueknowled e

It is sometimes nomystery why we
ghould be troubled as wu Wht o
everyehond of sorrow sirnck with ¢
Why do we sufler onso wmany sides of
our pature?  Why sre we tonchod in th

'ul

steals n

prope which selts T Our i
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cued by and inthe perso

Trnly r, the heart lacerated n]
1 me go  through life withe wit |

all this, DBut the the noblest
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AT e
sie or oo tonch the Lewrt of ha-
manity having sufiered first,
But there is a yet deeper regson.  Soiue
of usare p ited to pass throuzh all
kinds of tribulation, that God may have
the chance of comforting us, amd that
wo nay learn the divine art of comfort,
£0 a8 to “be able to comfort them which
are in any trouble, with the comiort |
wherewith we curelves Lave been cuin-
forted of Cod.™

‘Hh..ll not llm t'] fm"] t oo !fnr' ng|

charact

pometin
parent aimleieress 3
suffer thus? What '||.'n'" I done?
impatient  spirit! thon arg in Gods|
gehool of sorrow fora spocial purpose,
Lo carcful to e
thee. Wateh his metho See how he
wraps up the Lyeken spivit with touch
so tender and 1 ; tely pad-
justed. Rewentor each 1- xt which he
stigrgests; put then down ro as 1o to be
forgutten; there will come u tiwe in
your lifo when you will be callod upon
to comnfort ancther afilicted Just as you
are.—F. B. Myer in *Present Tenses of
Elessed Life”
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The DBear Old Hymns.

Tho choira they have fu churehes now
can sing in wondrous sfyle; they read
the music all by note, the organ gounds
the while,
new to e, but I'm behind the times,
amd sort o love the ancient hyimns, the
good oid fashioned thymes, with simple
music folls could learn withont n week
of drill, the kind that deesn't strain your
voice with guiver, al'd-.' wnd trill; I liko
the hyman wo nsed to sing for pure re-
lgion's suke, when all the congregation
juined and made the building

Lord, o little band and o
We have eome (o 1o thee,
Thon art groat & v und boly,

0 how nolu suld b,

And when I hear the modern choir
sing words 1 do not kuovw, the dear old
hymns I used to sing come back from
loug ago; the words go trooping through
my miad, the tane

are just as plain as
though the folks who sang them once
werp singing thun again Ifor
about the choir, with hymns all strange
and new, and seem to stand, a boy agaia,
in Elder Johnsou's pew; and hear the
voices rise and fall, and join in, withmy
own, the sonw that rolls along the ehurch
and echoes at the throne:
Fill our hearts with thonshts of Jesus,
And of heaven where hio's pone,
Aml et nothing ever plonas us
He would grieve to looX upoa.

The cheir does all the singing now,
with music strange and gqneer; the folls
have nothing else to do but hold their
boolks and hear: and if the spirit moves
to sing the spirit is suppressed, hecause
the only tunes we kunow won't mingle
with the rest; and while [ like to hear
the choir I'd like it better still if all
shonld sing “Just as 1 Am" or “Cool
Siloam’s Rill;” if all the people in the
pews, who come to pray and praise,
should upward turn their eyes and sing
the bymn of other days:

For we know the Lord of glory
Always sees what children do,
And is writing now tha stary
Of our thoughts and netions too.

~—Walt Mason in Fremont Tribune.

Christ’s Promines.

If we cannot rest ourselves on divinn
promises we may perhapsfind the reason
in the defective character of our
obedience, Christ's promises are made
to the obedient. “If ye abide inm: and
my werds abide in you, ye shull ask
what ye will and it shall be done unto
you.™ It is as westrive to follow Christ's
will that we shall find the “‘peace which
mne_'th all understanding,"—Christian |
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Much in Little.

The nurse of full grown =ouls iz Soli-

| tude.—Lowell.
| He that will often place this world and
the next before him and look steadfastly
| at both will find the latter eonstantly
growing greater and the former iess to
Lis view,
Adam began ruin by eating: Christ re-

demptiva by fasting.—5t, Jerowe,
Thousniids eome tomo for belp. How
foclish! Why not go to CGod, It was

he who said, *Tear not, Iwill helpthee,”
and behind the prowmise was the s
of vmnipotence,—Christian Her

1 have lived tosee every one of my
1 ~L(‘1Hli‘-l‘€.‘ll hopws one |lf|’\l anotler
o s et

ter so. —;\lv\.;uder ‘u.u ku\. of Uganda,

Unbalief is departure from the living

Gisl. How simple is this! Ho long as

you trust God you are near him, The

moment you doubt him your soul has
| Qeparted into a strange country. Faith
is thr- Yok between God's fullness and
styengih and our emptiness and weak-
| neus,—Dr. Saphir,

Thongh the persons who approached
onr Lord manifested o variety of differ-
ent virtues, yet faith is the only grace
which he i3 went to commend, —Betgel,

We must soar beyond the clouds if we
wonld seo the silver linings or live be-
yond life's storms,

Thonghis.,
Mavhe the kiss of the world |

{ blisters of serrow on your Tigr i
| well, let me

give the ¢
| others have trisd with

Lt

BUCCER

| balin of Gilead, the love of Jens
| erace of God, Tve leen watchis !
thu of Fels e

ken hearts and lives, anwl so sweet
has been the onteomne that 1 want youta
try it—Christian Herald,

Why should 1 -t.ur at 1.|ﬂ ] Iu\\' © l‘ my
| Lowd, that u : ;
soul? 1k
he purposetl ¢

Wo hiave renouneed repson os our in
structor in the kunowledge of religions
trath, Weo bave done it the hizhe
honor, when we sought, as it connands
i, & more antheritative and surer guide.
—Rov., A L. Gordon,

Wo often hear Christian persens com-
pliin that they eannot Jove the Saviour
That is o common complaint, but the r:c
is one casy enre for it. The more von
Yive seith Christ the butter you love hin.
—(. 1. Spurgeon.

How great is God, who ean under-
stand even thy most Dmbittered and
soured disposition, to which mo human
| being can find the Ley, and alteough it

iz no longer in relations of love to auy
ous, can yet bring it into rolations of
love and ronﬁ‘ienw to himself.—Rolhe,
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