
A PL:A FOR THE SKUNK. s

rTy I:ght of Its Good Works' This Ant-
min.l C!aimn the FarmFers' Protectionl.

' iue si:11un:: i in badl odor with lthe
worlj at l.:rge, and yet every farinr's

boy l:uows !t e co:nmme.cial valin of its

s;ft fur: a valuo of sufficient considera-
tion: t, have cre'-td special and re:nu-
!e:rative i:,.:.tr:'y known as "iu:ak i

faruiag." This indu:,try consi.ts in i
ret.ia,.( 't,:• 1:::' a .Ruin ls f,;: their

pelts tn i. Iut 1.. lorry "•wi" , at-

mali it:l '. .ta ,:c co::i ' , ld wit tilh t'
good wr'k 'r. ::::: on , h,- tari ' v the h
live aiual.;. Ire i. wh:t a Michi a:
farm " !'::t, to :y rec. :t!y in The Rural

New Yrkr ,:" the sul:a. ct:
Were pl sat..e so l:dlyv grub eat:n

twenty-f ive year1: ago as tl.ey are at the (

present tiol: A\cc,dinil:g to my elniory
they were not. Neither was a lhunt y t
offered on woodchucks in th,,Ite da :;.
nor was there one ralbbit where ther are 1
ten nloV.. In mly opinion. if thews were 1

:,,t killed off v.ih it st uns, hou.Is and

;r-rets, ithey would in five years become
about :.: great a pest in Michig.an ai they
a:e at lpresent in A.u.tralia. Wlivh Be-

:ilcse their natural enemies are eo few. I
'T'he .hunk is nearly exte-nn :ia-ted for his
fur. while there arre literaily no hawks,

,minaks. wveasels, etc. I rnul am hr
i.,-:nting twenty-two skunk tracks that

:c': sed the road one night after a li;iht
1.111 of snow in going about half a !ilet
to schooL T:; skunk enters the holes
of chucks -a.l kills a:d eats the young.

:nd in hl; nuicturnal wanderings tindas
t :e nests c,f young rabbits, destroys themt
n:d aL:.o any amount of brublubee nests

ic 1" honey.
T1:e white grub is I think the worst of

all pests at present, and is increasing in
tandy and laniy coils, •ant works on
::c:arly everyt h:!ll the farmer raies.e.

:oml:e wheat tields havo be,'u entirely
destroyecd by the pests, but their worst
havoc is in potatoes, corn and all kinds
of roots, strawLernies. rasplbrries and
the grasses. Out of 500 bushels of my
own potatoes last season at least one-
third h::ve been rendered unmarketable
,un account of the grubworms, and
about the same proportion of my corn.
and in 189O five acres of corn were de-
stroyed by their eating off the roots.
hundrcds of hills not reaching a height
.of eighteen inches. By digging into
these hills I could get from one to half
a dozen grubs to the hill. Besides, I have
lost hundreds of raspberry and black-
L crry plants by their eating the bark
from the roots. The damage done by
these pests every year amOiunts to mil.
lions of dollars in Michiga.n alone, and
it has long been known that the skunk
is the most common enemy of the uni-
sances by digging them out of the
ground during its nocturnal wander-
ings. Now are we to allow this little
animal-one of the best of our friends-
to become extermi:n:ated just bec'ause he
happens to have 'ome soft fur that the
ladies want to wear? Woodchucks are
terrible pests in all sandy or hilly por.
tions of the country. Even my hired
men and almost every boy know that
the skunk ought to live for the good he
can do in the above ways, and that he
ought to be protected by the imposition
of a five or ten dollar fine for the killing
of each one. The skunk goes into the
woodchuck hole or stays there through
the day. and goes forth in the night and
destroys insect lif e. He works all night.
and is entirely harmless, except that he
will sometimes get a chicken or twc
from the shiftless farmer, but this lo•
can be avoided.

How Oftem should Corn B* Cultivated?
Thirty plats were devoted last season

to the answering of this question at the
Kansas station. The experiment was
divided into two series of fifteen plate
each. Series A had five plats culttvated
twice a week, five plats once a week and
five platsonce in twoweeks. Thethree
live plat groups in series B were cultS
rated, respectively, two, four and sia
timesduring the season. The imliement
used was a spring tooth cultivator that

gave shallow culture and could be run
slose to the plmants without disturbing
the roots. The land was clayJoom.

A aniformity in yield in the plate
maunder similar treatment, in both series
is noted in the report of results. Dmi
what is still more interesting is that tin
highest yields atained in both serie,
when cultivatedbnoe in two weeks and
when cultivated four times during tin
season, is the result of what is paeti
cJally the sam amount of cultivatiko.
nugh the aultmre did not oec eon tLi

tYa^=ata inahinea tle pasts wa

vated once in two weeks were also gone
over four times. This experiment alec
seClImdCl to pkrove that, ill a wt se soC~•
like the last. and on soil of the chlaracte
here employe d. it is p•os uo to give cort
bo'th to much aind toox little culture. x
The latter case is re:ufly conceuldel 1b
everybldy, but that the ground can IAs
stirredl too cien vwill probaibily not mintc
with so universal assent. Nor is it prols it

able that the mere stirring of the ear 0
face• is in itself injurious, if the soil ib

not too wet when worked; but th "
greater the uutlrx.r of til•. the culti.
vator runs through the rows the greater "
are the numbler of chances that the rcte o

on some pla:,ts will be injured, and clabs:
t now andl then a leaning stalk will s

be broken by the team in spite of the
care exercise.l by the plowman, and the
director attributes the dilini~sled yield 1<
of the plats subject to frequent culti-
vation to thelse causes rather than to the s1
mere stirrirng of the soil.

Leaf .4i5t of Timothy. O

This disease forums bl:lck smutty lines I'
in the leaves of timothy and other grs- a
es, which are finally reduced to shreds

covered wits dusty splres. Draining
the soil well, transferring the crops to
new land when they have begun tos;mut a

badly and exercising care with respect c
to manunre are preventive measures

t To Ritd I'e:ltry of Lies.

Kerosene ointment is often recom- k
mended in the poultry journals as a t
remedy for lice. As many readuers do
not know just }mat kerosene ointnimert
is. we give the h ilowing abstract frou:
a relIrt of~ e Michigan state board o0
t agricultunre:

Kerosene ointment may be made by
simply mi:aing kerosene and lard or. bet-
ter. kerosene and sulphur. This oint-
uent is excellent to rid poultry of lice.
It should be kept in a closed can in a
Spoultry house. and in the suammer the

s roost poles should often be rubbedl witL i
the ointment. An old rubber or leather

i glove makes this an easy and not v:U.
f pleasant task. After the poultry are vC t
i the roosts some of this ointment sholniit
be placed under the wings, about r'.

r breast and legs, once in four or fivt
t weeks in the late summer. If, in ad.i V-

Stiou to this. you frequently spruy th•
I house and yard when the fowls are us.t

y with diluted crude carbolic acnd, •aol
whitewash the house once a year. :o a

e will not only have a neat house put
d healthy birds, if the other renl:,sitexs e.r

., provided. Chickens ought to be a very
profitable adjunct to every farm and wilr

t. be if the above suggestions are -earie• ,
t out and the birds well housed and led. t

i Thigs Said sand Dome.

The general drift of opinion I tely ex- a
pressed appears to be that the practice j

k of harrowing corn. both befor and after I
'Y it is up. is increasing in popularity.

Professor Roberts commends the plan
of using hind plaster in stables instead
of spreading it directly an the clover.

The plaster is just as effective in the
e clover field. and it has arrested much

r that would otherwise have been lost in
the stable manure.

e A company har been organized in New.
1e Jersey for making cranberries into jam t

M and canning them. I

r" "Society of the Friends of Trees" is
xi the name of an organization in France, .
at its object being the restoration of theI
le forests.
1C The New England Homestead sug-

r gests that animals awarded first pre-
If miunms at our agricultural fairs should be

1e placed on a platform. and judges made.
hb to give their reasons for such action tc
id the public. This is whlut ex-Governoa

t. Hoard, of Wisconsin, advocated atsome
It of the Farmers' institutes last winter.
( A hop picking machine has been in-

vested in Australia.
The largest ranch devoted to blooded

I bherse is said to be at (Jreeley, Colo..

- where there is a grass range of over

e 8,Ul -rrcs.s
sa Cn Faym.

Conetnc t farmers, who continualy
bemoan that the old state is need up for
farming, may leaurn something to their
advantage by consulting pretty Miss

SBertha E. Weed, who makes money tl.

i lag a tough little farm in the town of
North Cantos. Ms Weed superin

Steds all the epaeratons on her place, iL

I sells milk and butter and has a big yard
full of some of the best fowls in the
state. What is still more wonadertful,
she has learned how to make moneay in
the risky busline of raisina sprg

t"ens fr market. She makes a
fotulne yarly selitg t s M• i H r

he them are eatr ordinarily large. She
Spresemed a couple of them to the editor
1 the faritfd cosrant this week.

They weighed half a pond spice, astd
are the biest heas' egs repeded in

-. thaa tlat is slM.c ew York Sua..

Matters Religious.
GOD'S RAYS CF COMFORT.

No Sorrow Comes With:out Its Attendant 1
Solare.

Let u:. lok out for (Gol's rays of coim-
fort. lThere iS never a sorrow without I
it. attendant comfort. Only we are so
often so deeply ent•rosseda and e:ercised t
with the •orrow that we nis.l the solace.
We are -,o downc::st that we do not .see
the angel form waiting by our side. We
are tf ionitttdiz'.td by gri.f to be aware
of aught Ie.side., and so the ii.;ilt fades
from the landscape unu,l- rved. an(l th:
sweett singer who had (coIne to cheer u.s
steatls unanoticed out of o:r hoimestead
for want of a word lof rcogntition and a
look of grateful a;:L.no,,wl(d'ntu:at.

It is son.ctimtics a mystery why we

should be troubled as we are. Why~P4
everryhord of sorrow struck within u:i
Why do we suffer on so mnr.y sides of
our nature? Why are we tuch I in the
property, which :eIlts before our *:it:t .

and in the home, which bItllnes dai;r e

cued by death: atnd in the tprs.on, tlhe
body suf.ering, tie heart hIcerated andt
torn'? Some:: go through life without 4

all this. But they are not the nobhltst c

charact.er. N:o master collt(,.•ser inll uin-

sic or poetry can toulch the L:-'rt of hu-
manity without having suffered first.
But there is a yet deeper reason. Some
of us are permitted to pass throi.ugh all
kinds of tribulation. that Gtod may have
the chance of comforting us. and that
we may learn the divine art of comnlfort,
so as to "he able to comfort them whic'l

are in any trouble, with the comfort
wherewith we ursemlves have been coum-
forted of God."

Shall not this thought comfort us
when we next pai. through any sorrow:
The one thing in 'orrow which mlatke- it
Fometimn s almost unlwarahble is its ap-
parent imlunl.-t'rss. 1t l.y anm I Iande to:

suffer thus? W'hat hayn I done? Hush,
impatient spirit! thou art in Go d'
sc'hool of sorrow for a sa: cial purpose.
Lo careful to r.ot:ce how he comforts
thee. Watch hist methodl:. See how lhe
wr::ps up the brolan Ftirit with touch
so tender and balndage so accurately ::t-
justedl. F.erti:;er each tet which lihe
suggests: put them down to as not to be

forgotten; there will ccn:o a time in
your lifo when you will be called uplon
to comfort another afilicted just as you
are.-F. B. Mycr in "'Present Tenses of
Blessed Life."

The Dear Old IHymns.

Thoe choirs they have in churches now
can sing in wondrous t:yyle; they read
the music all by note, the organ soundcit
the while. The hymns are somnewhat
new to rue. but I'm behind the times,
mad sort o' love the ancient hymns, the
e good old fashioned rhymes. with simple
m music folks could learn without a week
of drill, the kind that doesn't strain your
n voice with quiver, slide and trill; I liko
t the hymn we used to sing for pure re-
ligion's sake, when all the congregation

t joined and made the bmilding shake:

b Lord, a little brnd and lowly.
We have come to sing to thea.

Thou art groat and high and holy,
0 how saolemn we should be.

* And when I hear the modern choir
a sing words I do not know, the dear old
hymns I used to sing come back from
long ago; the words go trooping through
my mind, the tunes are just as plaitn as
though the folks who sang them once
were singing them again: and I forget
about the choir, with hymns all strange
and new, and seem to stsnd, a boy again,
in Elder Johnson's pet; and hear the
voices rise and fall, and join in, with my
own, the song that rolls along the church
and echoes at the throne:

Fill our hearts with thonchta of Jesus.
And 6f heaven where ho's Cgone,

And let nothing ever please us
He would grieve to look upon.

The choir does all the singing now,
with music strange and queer; the folks
have nothing else to do but hold their
books and hear; and if the spirit moves
to sing the spirit is suppressed, because
the only tunes we know won't mingle
with the rest; and while I like to hear
the choir Id like it better still it all

I should sing "Just as I Am" or "Cool
SSiloem's Bill;" if all the people in the

r pews, who come to pray and praise,
should pward turn their eyes and sing
thehymn of other days:

For we know the Lord of glory
S Always e what children do,

h And is writlag now the story
Of our thbehts and taons tea

-Walt Mason In Fremoat Tribne.

It we cannot st ourselves m dlivine
~prmzises we may pehap•nl the wsson
in the defective character of our
obediec Chs's promises made,
totheebedienat. "Ityeabide inhanand

Smdy words abide in you, ye shal lask
.what ye will and it shall be done unto
y e." It is us we strive to follow Chrh's
r will that we shall find the "peace which
' all sadtandin " hat

MIurh In, Little.

The nurse of full grown -ouls is Soli-

tude.-Lowell.
He that will often place this world and

the next before him and look steadfastly
at both will find the latter constantly
growing greater and the former less to
his view.

Adam began ruin by eating; Christ re-

demption by fa.ting.-St. Jerome.

Thousanids come to me for hlIp. IHow

foolish! Why not go to God. It was

he who said. "Fear not, I will help thee."
and behind the promise was the strength
of omnipotence.-Christian Herald.

I have lived to see every one of my
mrost cherished hopes one after another

dir :ppointcd. and to see that it was bet-
ter so.-Alexander Mackay, of Uganda.

Unbelief is departure from the living
God. How simple is this! :9o long as
you trust God you are near him. The

nmoment you doubt him your roul has
departed into a strange country. Faith
is the link between God's fullness and i

strtngth and our emptiness and weak-
ness.-Dr. Saphir.

Though the persons who approached
our Lord manifested a variety of differ-
eat virtues, yet faith is the only grace
which he is wont to commend.-Bengel.

We must soar beyond the clouds if we
would see the silver linings or live be-
yond lifeis storms.

Tlhonghts.e

Maybe the kiss of the world h::s left
blisters of sorrow on your lip and lift,:
well, let me give the cure, the ra:un as t
others have tried with succ'es. Th'I
,bahl of ( ileha'l, the love of Je'.:n: ;:a.
grace of G(itl. I've blntu watc'hi:i'n t f
late the Tffects of God's ren;.dy '. I
broken hearts and lives, and so sweet
has been thy' ontcome that I want you to
try it.-Christian Herald.

Why should I vtart at the plow of my
Lord, that maketh deep furrows on my
soul? I know he is no i'le hnsbanduan: I
he purlposethl a crop.-S. Rutherford.

We have renounced reason as our in-
structor in the knowledge of rehgions
truth. We have done it the highest
honor, when we sought, as it conmmand:l
u:;, a more authoritative and surer guide.
-Rev. A. L. Gordon.

We often hear Christian persons com-
plain that they cannot love the Saviour.
That is a common complaint, but there
is one easy cure for it. The nimo yon
live -.-ith Christ the better you love him.
-C. H. Spurgeon.
How great is God, who can under-

stand even th' most inibittered and
soured disposition, to which no human
being can find the key, and although it
is no longer in relations of love to any
one, can yet bring it into relations of
love and confidence to himself.-Rothe.

CavestaadTsade-Maksobtaninel. anda Pat-
eat busiesas conducted for Moorleat acs.
Ova Orrice orPPoveou U. s. PaTe omesn
an we can secure patent in less thime tUa thume
emote from Washington.
Send model, drawing nr photo., with descrip.

tfin. We advise, if patentable or not, free of
charge. Our fee not due till patent is secured.

A PAmPMLrT "How to Obtain Patents;' with
cot of sanme in the U. s and foreig nouass
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