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“A QUEER REVENGE.
OF A HUNT AFTER
SHARKS.

THE STORY

ew n Voyage Regan and Ended in Trag-
edy—The Man Who Lost His Brother
Theough a Shark and Was Finally Lost

Ehimsclf in w Shmilar Way.

LCanyright, 182, by Charles B, Lewinj
In the month of November, 1968, the
Liverpool shipJohn Honnewell left Mel
Lonroe, A ling for the voyage bome.

She carrial as passengers two brothers,
duhn zud Jeseph Layton,  They were

twins, forty-two yearsold, und neither had

over murried. They had come out to Aus
teslin wt the age of twenty, made their
fortunes in sheep nnd were now going back
to the old eonntry on a visit, The fact of
their taling passage in a sailing craft was
due to their intimate acquaintance with

the eaptain.  He was, if I remember right,
a distapt relative,

We had made a fast run of hall the dis-
tauce to the Cape and all had gone well
with everybody on board when there came
adead ealin which lasted two days and
nights. Un the afternoon of the sceond
day astrange sea bird made its appear
ance amnd hovered about the ship. Nope of
the crew bad cver seen a bird like it, and
its visit caused some little excitement.
Gne of the twins, John, determined to se-
cure the Lbird as & speeimen, and he brought
up a fowling piece to get a shot. The bird
was very shy, and aflter moving about
from point to point the man Ooally mount-
ed the port ruil nbreast of the mizzenmast,
The sea was like glass, the ship steady on
her keel aml e had raised his gun to ire
when Le somnehow Jost bis balance and
dropped into the sea with a great splash.
Thwre was n general shout of laughter at
Lis mishap, and both mates, who were on
deck at the time, rn to heave him a rope.
We heard Eim eall out in jovial tones, but
even a8 he seized the end of A rope flung at
him be utiered a shriek and was pulled
out of sight in an Instant., A shark had
taken himn. There was a swirl of waters, n
fuw nir hubbles rose to the surfuce and all
WAS OVer

Everything had passed so swiftly that
we conld not at onee realize what had hap-
pened. When we did understaund the situa-
tion the surviving brother was so deter-
mined on going overboard to search for his
brother that it took fonr or flve men to
hold bim. He raved like a ernzy man, and
for the next week he had to be closely
watchel to guard against suicide, He was
a8 badly broken up as » man who had lost
wife and children. The loss of his brother
under such distressing circumstances de-
veloped a singnlar mania. 1 knew nothing
of it until we reached Cape Town.  Joseph
had determined to revenge his brother's
death. lic ended his voyage at the Cape,
bought an American brig, which had been
picked up ns a derelict aml towed in, and
the first | knew of bhis plans wus when the
eaptain offered to release me to let me take
the position of second mate on the brig. |
wish to give you some of the particulars of
our outfitting, becanse [ believe The Re-
venge, nd Joseph renamed the brig, was
the only vessel ever fitted out for such u
voyage. When [ reported on board he de
tailed his plans. They were very simple,
We were to crulse for sharks, and to de
stroy ns many as possible uotil his desire
for revenge was satiated,

The brig bad to be pretty thoronghly
overbauled, and it was six weeks before
we got away. During this time Joseph
sought to post himsell in every possible
way, nod we had chemists, electricians,
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wooded island, about four miles long by twa
broad. Noweof the others is over 100 acres
in extent. The anchor had not yet been
let go when the dorsal flus of a score of
sharks were cutting the water aroumnd us.

We eame to anchor about 10 o'clock in
the morning. The Javanese had made a
enmp just opposite where we lay, and after
& bit three of them came off to usin a sam-
pan.  When informed of the object of our
presence they informed us that they had
already lost three of their number through
the voraciousness of the monsters gliding
about. A party were fishing in the sam
pan just outside the coral reef, when o
huge shark leaped ont of the water and
fell upon the gunwale of the snmpan amd
upset her. The men were dragged down
at once, while the tide carried the craft to
the beach. The natives remaine] with us
an hour or so, und when ready to depart
beeame so rattled at the number of sharks
in sight that we lowered a bont and rowed
them ashore. During the forenoon we
cleared up the decks and made everything
snug, and no fishing was done until after
dinner. We by operations with the
lances, There wis no need to throw any-
thing overbourd to bring the sharks within
striking distance, The sight of & man on
the rail acted like magie, 1 myself threw
the first lanee and wounded the firet fish,
You could not have counted ten from the
first flow of blowd to the rush of his fellows
to seize him. le wns a big fallow, and
the wound I had inflicted wus trifling, but
be was set upon by a dozen or more and
eaten alive inside of sixty seconds. The

same fate awnited every other one wound-
ed, and such wus the rushing aml swirling
that onr decks were wet with the spray
thrownon board, Tt was two honrs before
the school got enough of it, und in that
time I believe we caused the denth of more
than half a bundred. Those who had not
been wounded ate their fill and left a dozen
balf eaten bodies floating aboutus. Joseph
went about rubbing his hands ina pleased
way, and [ saw him smile for the first time
since the accident of months before,

When I turnsd out on the second morn-
ing the sea wus like glass and not a shark
fin in sight. DBefore breakfust had been
dispatched there were at least a hundred
arcund us, The furnnce for heating Lricks
was lighted, and abont ¥ o'clock we were
ready to give the crowd a surprise. It may
aeem & cruel piece of business to some, and
they had best skip the next few lines,
Joseph had purchased a grest lot of native
grass cloth at the Cape. It was now cut
into pieces abont two feet square and put
to soak. About fifty bricks were placed
to heat, and when as hot us fire could
make them they were lifted out with
tongs, the wet cluth wrapped around them
and secured with s turn of swmall stufl,
and the “food"” was tossed over the rail
In a8 wany as seven or eight instances |
saw the brick caught before it touched the
water. In other cases five or six fish
rushed for it at onee. A dozen bricks had
been gulpel down betore we witnessed
any results, and then they were startling.
The first hud been swallowed by n shark
about twelve feet long. He suddenly
jumped almost his full length ont of
water, and then went dashing about in
the most frantic manner., In a minute or
two he had plenty of company, dnd the
ocean around us was set boiling by the
ts of the school. SBome ran out
to sea, some upon the reef, and others
swam in eireles of which the hrig was the
center and finally turned belly up and
died. Those who failed to get one of the
bricks finally became alarmed and disap-
peared, nor did we see ancther fin until 4
o'clock in the afternoon, Then, as I hap-
pened to glance over the port quarter, |
saw a hammerbead about two feet below
the surface. "While this species is not
more voracious than either the white nr
the blue shark, he is the most repulsive
fish of the nea. Noold sailor ean lock at
him even from the deck of a ship without
a shudder. When I had re
pr of this

carpenters amd hinist 1 of us
every day. One of his ldeas was to use an
electric battery, but the scheme coald not
be mude to work satisfactorily. We had
a furnaee built for heating brick, and we
took 5,000 bricks into the hold. A portion
of the bulwarks on each quarter was ar-
ranged so that it could be taken out at
will. Under my personal supervision a
blacksmith mnde 100 shark hooks, and
Joseph purchased thirty barrels of pork for
no other use than shark bait. Ife pro-
vided the beig with four lances and as
many hurpoous, sl he bought up every
sort of poisou which the drug stores had in
stock. A falee deck of Heavy planks was
luid, a capstan set in the deck just abals
the mainmast and, in wddition toa full
crew to work the brig, three big Cape
cancemen were hired an extra hands. Jo-
senli must have had fally $30,000 invested
when we finally set sall.

Sharks areof course to be found in every |

sen, but Joseph had consulied many sea-
faring men ' od had determined on mak-
ing for the Bunda islands first. This
iroup ineludes Sumatra and Java, and
from the beginning, at Acheen head, to
the east end, at Timor, is a distance of
3,000 milen. To the south cf these islands,
twao hudred or more altogether, rolls tho
wile expanse of the Indian ocean.
day, nfter » voyage of weeks, we

French mesehaatinan which had loaded at

the port of Java and touched at the Cocos |

tslands to

over. He seized it on the instant, and n
abarp pull at the rope fastened the hook
in his maw. The strength of the fellow
amazing, and it was nearly an hour
we him on deck. After he had
killed his st h was ined,
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face, amd was Keeping us company. W
got a ook ont, but for an hour or more b
did not change his position. Then Lis a;
petite suddenly sharpensd up and b
dropped into our wake, but for half a
hour longer he refused to take the bait
When he did go for it and was fairl:
hooked it seemed as if his struggles wouls
check onr way., It was onr largest hook
with & vew inch rope fastensl to thechmn,
and the outfit was strong enough for &
yoke of oxen to pull n sawlog with, When
we finally tired him out and got hin
nlongside and 4 whip noose over his tail
some of the men decinred that he wa
a young whale. From nose to tip Le
measureil 27 feet 8 inchea.  Ilis girth
was exactly that of n pork barrel.  When
his jaws were pried open we rolled an
empty flour barrel into the cavity, witl
room Lo spare. He was spotted in colm
like a leopan], and Enoglish paturalists
hiud declared his species extinet. The jaw
were all that we preserved of the fish, wnd
they were transferred toan English m
of-wnr off the Java coast. We found it
his stomach the remains of a sailor's seu’
wester, n smooth stone as large as a man'-
fist, & horn handle to a knile, a piece ol
rope and a champagne bottle,

At Christmnsa island we found sharks
about us plentiful as at the Cocos, and we
went at them in the same fashion, Joseph
experimented with his poisons here for the
first time, and the results were most sur
prising. Meat thoroughly impregnated
with arsenic or strychnine had not the
least effect as we could discover. A pint
bottle of fresh water was charged with
arsenic until the stufl would no longer dis
sulve. It waa then lowered over the side
by a string, and all of us saw n big shark
swallow it. The cootents must have
emptied into his stomach, but we could
not see that he was affected in the least,
We were at Christmas island twenty-eight
days, and then ran into the port of Java,
on the island of that name. The score
then stood at about 1,300, but Joseph de
clared that it shoald be ten times ns large
before he would be satisfied. OUn leaving
port after three or four days’ stay we ran
east to Haly island, which is off the enst
const of Java, We remained in these wa
ters upwanrd of a month, killing whenever
we sighted a fin, and then sailed further
east to Sandalwood island. We had been
there sixteen days, when upwarl of 200
natives came out to our anchorage in
canoes and warned us that if we did not
cease our warfure they would destroy us
We had lined the whole const with bodies
of sharks, As we weighed anchor we
headed across the great bight for the west
const of Australia, and had been out only
two days when we overbauled a schooner
in the sandalwood trade. She had lost
her I t and been abandoned. 1 was
pot aboard of her with two men to carry
Ler up to Java, while the brig beld on for
Australis, From that day to this she has
never been heard of. She was neither
#poken nor reported after | left her, When
she went down she took all hands with
her, nor was ever boat or sparor plank
sighted by any one. Joseph had a score of
more than 8,000 sharks when we left San
dulweod, but the monsters he had so re-
lentlessly pursued triumphed over him
after all.

Great Britain's Drink Biil

Great Dritain's drink bill for 1801
ves the necessity for continued activ-
ty among the earnest temperance work-
ers of the United Kingdom. The tota)
amount ehows an expenditure of £3 13a.
for each individual, counting the popu-
Iation wccording to the census returns
of last year, 87,740,383. The amount of
increase, however, according to Dr.
Dawson Burns, is less than that of 1886
and 1890, and in this fact and the on-
moving march of the temperance forces

there is much to encourago.

The Oplum Habit.

The opium habit has become so gen
erul, even among people of good stand.
ing, that the necessity of an organized
warfare upon the habit is now painfully
apparent. In India, England and Amer-
ica, thousands of are annually
consumed, and it is as degrading ns the
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smong other articles discovered was
pistol, which perbaps the French
tossed overboard. The length
ark was 10 feet 2 inches. His

of three feet and more,
Id Wave bolted a nail keg as
& man eould swallow a kernel of

remained at the Cocos for twenty-
each day for the first two
slaughter. After that our
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liquor habit. There will be a general
crusade against it.

They Wast No Drunkards.
The Nashville and Chattanooga rail
road will dismiss every employeo whe
drinks either on or off duty.—Christian

Cardinal Manning’s Pledge.
A PROMISE TO GOD.
1 promise thee, swoot Lord, that 1
Wil never cloud the light
Whick shines from thee within my soul,
And makes my reason bright;
Nor ever will I lose the power
To scrve thee by my will,
Which thou bast set within my hears
Thy precepts to fulfill.

O let me drink as Adam drank,
Before from thee ho fell;

O let me drink as thou, dear Lord,
Whea falut by Bychar's well.

That from my childhood, pure from sin
Of drink and drunken strife,

By tlie clear fountaio | may rest
Of everlasting life,

=Written for Children's Leagun of { g Cr -~
—————e

THE CAPTAIN OF COMPANY B.

The Story of a Coward on n Battle-
field.

After the first yenr of the war the rm‘:k
and file sized up an officer on his merits
within ten minutes of the opening of a bat-
tle. No matter how much they saw of
him in eamp, no verdict was remdered un
til be haed been tried by fire,  While every
man is a portion of & great machive in bat-
tle, the rank and fle moves ooly as dirl-("h-
Iy commanded. We looked to be led.  We
depended not upon each other, but upon
the one single man in commaml. He must
be brave; he must be cool; he must have
good judgment. He must even know when
e is whipped and how to retreat to the
best pdvantage,

Many officers made the mistake of try
ing to pass off bravado for the genuine arti
cle, For instance, they talked in loud
tones, not thinking that the sharp mru_d
men could easily detect the tremor of their
voices.  If bullets and shells were fiying
over the line they so controlled their
nerves nsa not to duck and dodge. When
they looked aronnd for admiration they
saw faces wearing signs of doubt.

“He is holding himself up—he's no
goml!"” was the eriticism which went up
and down the lines, and it always had a
sure fonuodation,

Nobody had any sympathy for a private
who became rattled, although it was not
always n sign of cownrdice, but there was
never o more pitiful sight than the spec
tacle of a captain breaking down on the
battleficld, Watch him as the regiment
suddenly receives the order to move by the
right flank from the shelter of the hill into
an open lield to All a gap. It's bis first
fight. In camp he has been a bulldozer
and a martinet. Bnack there with the re
serves, safe from the missiles of war, he
haa folded his arms and assumed theatri
cal poses, talked very loudly, handled his
sword and examined bis revolvers. Uther
ecaptains have watched him and perhaps
envied his nerve, but the men have mut
tered to each other:

““He’s too cool—too much showing off—
wait!"

As we move out and a shell comes
screaming over our heads and a man is
struck here and there by a bullet, our cap
tain grows white faced and looks uneasily
about Lim. There’'s a single gun on a
knoll to our right as we fill the gap. If it
is supported, we cannot see the infantry.
It is a glorious opportunity for & bundred
men to distinguish themsolves,

“Captain Blank, take your company and
bring back that gun,” shouts the colonel
oa he rides up.

“Attention, Company D! Forward—
guide right—mareh!” ;

Is that the voice of onr captain? It i,
but it is so changed that no man can iden
tify it. His lips are us white as one lying
dead for a day, and he drags his feet an if
there was no spring to his knees. There
are ninety-two of us. We leave almost
000 men in the lines behind us, each ooe
bhoping for our success, but each one a
eritie.

“Whizz! Scream! Whew-ew-ew-ow
ew!" comeansnhell, just elearing our heads,
and our captain fulls flat on his face. He
leaps up to wave his sword ina frantic
way and shout for us to charge. We do
not obey. We are not pear euough for
that,

“Boom! Rattle—wish!wish! wish!” come
the grapeshot, but not a man is struck.

Our captain bas thrown down his sword,
and is erying and lnughing in & hystericky
fushion. | am near him and | can bear
him muttering:

“We can't do it—can't do it—weshall all
be killed! We must go backl Company
B, about face!"

“Now, men, there’s our gun and away
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we go—charge!" shouts our fime li
ant, and with a yell we spring forward.
The captain ran after us. Then be
turned and ran back. Then he advanced
again, waring a stick he had picked up on
the ground. We dashed for the gun and
got it, but as we were drawing it off a full
regiment of the enemy suddenly came
iuto view from behind a heavy fringe of

.,

“By the left flank — left flank — left
Qunk!" acrenmed the captain,

“By the right fank!” shouted the first
lientenant, and we tumbled intoadry ra
vine and fired volley after volley into the
advaneing regiment, holding it in check
until our lines came up,

The left flank was un open plain. One
volley from that regiment would bave
wiped us out.  'Wedid not go back. Com
pany B bad ndvanced the battle line to the
ravine. We were cheered and cheered
agnin by the 900 men.

“What's it for—what do they mean?"
shouted our captain. “Oh, yes, | know.
Hip—burrah! Yea We the gun!
al:'dmrrld Company B! 1am proud to

We bad sized him up. He had lost his
head in battle and we had no further use
for him. Net a man in Company B but
what pitied him, but not & man woull

have gone into battle with him n if
refusal had been called mutiny, He had
no “goodbys” to make. Theofficers of the

regiment turned away from him as from
AN outcast, mod the men sat in thelr tenta
and knew not when he went. He bad bet-
ter left his body on the Held—a thousand
times better. M. Quan.
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