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‘CONGRESS CONVENES.

NES IN HOUSE AND SENATE
ON THE OPENING DAY.

A Politieal Fanity Fair, Where Member:
Btrut and Pose for the Admiration of
the Spectators in the GalleriesFresh
Stories in the Cloakrooms.

> - [Special Correspondence.]

WASHINGTON, Dec. 6.—That great hive

b of wisdom, stupidity, energy and lazines:
N biended, commonly called the

congress, is again in session. As
-asual, the greatest interest on opening day
was manifested in the popular branch.
Yesterday a great crowd pressed for ad
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WHAT VISITORS EXFECTED TO SEE.
mittance to the galleries of the house, and
every one who could obtain a seat or a bit
of standing room remained throughout the
seasion, which fortunately was a short onc.

In thesenate galleries there was a crowd,
too, but it was overflow from the house

whoeould not get their noses inside

e doors at the house end of the Capitol
went over to tbhe other end and found seats
‘ms the next best thing. It is always like
this. One of the most peculiar features of
Washington life is the immense popularity
of the house of representatives as com-
£ 7 pared with the senate. The latter body is
8 probably too dignified and slow, too drowsy

. and stupid, to attract the multitude, It
contains a great number of famous men of
course—men whom every one who visits
Washington wants to have a look at. It
therefore happens that all strangers in the
capital city run in on the senate long
enough totake a peep at the well known
penators; but it is the bustling, nocisy,
devil-may-care house, a characteristic
American assemblage, that fascinates the
visitor and holds him in his seat till hi-
dinner is cold.

A great pity it has always seemed to me
that the builders of the new wings of the
Capitol did not provide more room fo
spectators. The galleries of the house
will hold only 1600 people, which is s
pretty small namber considering the pic
turesqueness of the show and the throng:
of people who wonld like to see it on its
‘best days. About one-half of the seats nre
taken up by members’ wives and families,
diplomatic corps, the friends of the
president and his family, and the member:
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| Hon. Thomas B. Reed and the Hon. Julius

| present writing is the danger that when |

of the press, leaving not more than 800 o
900 seats available for the general public.
The house is always interesting on the
first day after a recess, particularly after o
recess in which so much political happens
as has oceurred during the Iast month, It
is interesting not for what it does, but for
the men it shows—the vietors and the van
guished, the men whose careers have come
atimely or untimely end, as the case
be, and those who are prond and
in having secured a pew lease of
their constituents. Suoch a day
a sort of vanity fair in polities,
on which the successful man
poses just a little, no matter
balaneed and how thoroughly
contained he may be at other times,
most dignified statesman is so proud
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apportunity to show himself before his as-
~ -sociates human pature asserts itself, and
/he displays the plumage of his pride. It
to him that be must be the center of
observation; every one on the floor
_and in the galleries

ready.
he wears a continnous smiie,
':&hlf l::krlw s0 becomes a
t : even ¥. Of course all
the Lihnnﬂm:nmmmgs
of the Hon, Mr. Blank. Very
~ fewof them are aware of his identity or
- existence. And as to the members on the

|

nnsaccessful at the recent ;
election sat ginm and miserable in their

seats, watching the antics of their happier
brethren with i1l concesled disgust and
envy.

Of course nothing of the sort occurred.
Probably the happiest men on the floor
were the Republican leaders, Mr. Reod,
Mr. DBurrows, Mr. Lodge and others min:
gled their smiles with those of Speaker
Crisp, Mr. Hoiman, Mr. Bynum and other
leaders of the party. The
stranger in the gallery, especinlly if he be
from a foreign country, is amuzed at the
apparent friendliness and cordiality of the
relations existing between the leaders ol
the rival parties, He canbot understand
it. He has been led to believe that Amert:
can politicians are always fighting due_'ls
or fisticuffs or pulling each other's bair.
And he finds them acting like brothers.

Passibly the minority members, the Re
publicans, have a little the best of the
congressional situation. Ff I were going
to sit in congress—which heaven forbi¢_11—
I should want to sit on the minority side.
There is so much mere fun in not being re-
sponsible for what happens, and instead
being able to find fault and kick and poke
fun at the fellow who is responsible and
fill Lis politieal hide full of holes.

As I watched the meeting of the honse
yesterday I thought 1 saw a suspicious |
number of smiles of A somewhat sinister
nature lurking about the mouths of the

snecessful

Caesar Burrows. Possibly they were think
ing of the fun they are going to bave when
the Democrats in the coming congress get
seriously at the work of making a tarifl
bill. There is no rose without a thorn, end
the thorn in the Demoeratic thumb at the |

they make a tariff bill they will fail
please the people in some way or other and |
Le thrown out into the cold and cheerless |
street, as their predecessors were. |

The crowds in the galleries yesterdaj
were evidently not thinking of the tarid
question and the futnre of the political |
parties. The people have had so much |
palitics of late and somuch tarifl talk that
they must be quite willing to tnrn their |
attention to something else. A large num- |
ber of the spectators were women, and the |
interest of the women seemed to be cen |
tered in the personal appearance of the |
statesmen. They chattered about Mr
Durborow’s fresh eolor, Mr. Allen's whis
kers, Mr. Lodge's neatly trimmed beard,
Mr. Reed's increasing baldness, Mr. Crisp’s |
accumnlating girth and other trivialities |
and personalities.

The women also appeared to be greatly
amused at the show of vanity which was
spread out before their eyes. 1t is not often
that they get an opportunity to see a few |
hundred suceessful and presumably strong
anid sensible men acting very much like a
parcel of women who meet for the first
time after a summer’s travel. And as tc
the vanity of the lords of ereation and
makers of laws, I think the case wus very
well put by an elderly woman who sat next
the press gallery and after an hour or sc
remarked to her companion: “A woman i
vain prettily. When a man goes in for van
ity bhe wallows in it.”

THE GIEL WHO I8 ALWAYS THERE.
Some of the women in the gallery have
familiar faces. They bave been seen here
at every opening or ather gala day for ten
or a dozen years. They are not all young
and charming, though they try to appeai
s0. Some of them seem to have discovered
the secret of perpetual youth, for they have
not changed a particle in hall a4 dozen
years. If they have, they manage not tc
let any one see it. Who they are or what
they are is not known to the smartest man
about the Capitol. They are not the wives
of members, or they would be sitting in
the reserved gallery. They are not the rep
resentatives of the half world, else they
would be known to most of the habitues ol
the Capitol. They are neither wholly re
spectable, one might say, nor yet wholly
bad. If there is any mean for a woman,
these women probably have found it. They
are typical specimens of that class of womer
which is lamentably large in the Ameri
can capital—women who live in peculim
ways; dress well when fortune smiles:
keep some sort of a hold on the outskirts
of society; are viewed with suspicion and
yet not cast out; adventuresses of a mild
and somewhat harmless type; homeless

foor, there are so many of these
(00 Neee b Celiuphantly Toatastod
Awhy isit that a man is always “trium-

~ pha ‘chosen to succeed himself in of-
- fe it is impossible to make one's
- of eongratulatory exclamations and

‘adjectives go round,

who “know how to take care of
themselves,” and yet are not invited te
enter the houses of careful people. There
are hundreds of such in this city,

NEW YORK

SOLOMON IN ALL HIS GLORY WAL
NOT ARARAYED LIKE THESE.

The Fashion Framers Offer Marked In-
novations in Apparel—Pointers for Men
on Correct Styles of Clothing Them-
selves for the Winter,

[Special Correspondence.]

New Yorg, Dee. 5.—The well dressed
American is called upon nowadays to ex-
ercise a goodly quantum of common sense
in keeping reasonnbly abreast of the fash
ions of the times.

Leadership in men’s fashiops is not a
trivinl avocation! The denizen of swell-
dom, not only as a4 matter of maintaining
easie among his clubmates, but also be
cause of the responsiblity entailed in giv-
ing currency to certain deviations which
are evolved from time to time—setting the
fashion, as it were—has a somewhat baz
ardous task.

8o discriminating bave our fashion fram
ers become, however, that we no longer
necept with blind
idolatry the inno-
vaticnsof our Eng-
lish consins. At
all events there is
no longer a dispo-
sition to rush in |
and without con-
sideration adopt
the London style
immediately it is
given forth.

Only recently
indeed, as exem
plified at the
horse show, have
the men of what is
known to be the
smart set given
sanction to the
long tailed coats.
They believed in
and they wore the
garments occa- |
sionally during several sensons past, but |

THE DIPLOMAT.

not with that sigoificant sanction which
was manifest upon this occasion, of all oth- |
ers, in the fashionable calendar, when new |
phases in men’s dress are exploited.

Concisely told, the marked changes are |
all in the pature of shape and conforma-
tion, tending to influence toward the
more courteous deportment of the gal-
lants of 1840, This noticeable impression
is, however, deftly quelled Ly having the
finish and fabric in even a guieter tone |
than has prevailed of late,

For instance, the concededly apropos ami
distingnished looking outer coat of this
coming season is the long, loose fitting
black, blue or dark green cloth—a sort of
melton kersey—the fabric having the rich
quality of the kersey and the sturdy finish

ing the best unfinisbed uncut edge. In
style it is primarily an ample garment,
though not of the extreme box ill, The
velvet collar isunstinted. It is madesingle
breasted, fly front, and extends in front, as
the illustration discloses, well below the
knees. This is in its entirety one of the
mast ultra coats issuerd of late years and
yet in its ensemble there is not one phase
which the most conventional would cavil.

There are to be worn three shirt stnds
with full dress—the pecuniary value not a
matter of consequence—the shirt button or
three small sewed on pearl buttons being
deemned the zenith of dress shirt wearing.
There will be a more frequent wearing of
evening gloves than heretofore, particular-
ly at entertaioments where ladies are to
be met.

The neckscarf is the dominant adjunct
of everyday apparel. They are made in
forms with flowing ends and graduated
aprons, unlined, admitting of most artistic
koottings and affording the expert scarf
tier the opportunities of Lis lifetime. Bat
the neckwear makers are fairly treading
upon the heels of the experts, for they
have ecnjured styles in made up form that
follow very closely the self tied effects—
some of them positively remargue proof in
their fidelity.

A recent edict in peckwear lore, which is
followed by “everybody that is anybody,”
is the relegation
of the De Juiaville
type of knotting
for wear with the

other of the flow-
ing, wide aproned
variety with the
double

coats. The over-
coats do not affect
neckwear. It is
the undercoat,
particularly those
of semidress, that
are concerned,
The men of swell-
dom appreciate
that the crossfolds
of the De Joinville
break the straight TUE WINTER TOPCOAT.
line of that the single breasted

and the Capitol is their favorite d

vous, Some of them are deserving of pity
—Iuckless girls who have lost their places
under f young

iness reverses; ambitions creatures whe
have pot found the path of a lone woman
an easy one to travel in this world—the
flotsam and jetsam of respectable wom-

down to business. A few of them
are actually paying attention to the pro-
of the moment. The majority,
, are sitting in the corners of the
cloakroom talking over the recent battle
on the pelitical fleld. The stories they
kave to tell, the incidents to relate, the
boasts to deliver, the coufidences to im-
part, are scemingly legion. Ome congress
man tells how he beat bis opponent by

|

paying the Poohibition party leaders in his | grace, such

distriet #4400 to nominate that rival on their
Innsmuch as it was a city district
keeper less pnlm:l:: and bit!
more a ter!y
to the Prohibition party and ail I'L‘:
candidates, the indorsement of that party

would carry out, and that the nick formed
by the lapel opening of the double breasted
epat jnvites the wearing of the straight
down four-in-hand fold, as in the natare of
an artistie variance.

The influence of men’s dress npon the
manners of the epoch in which it is cur
rent is evidenced all through the fashion
plates of past centuries. Buch a garment
as is vouchsafed in the form of the new

.| evening topcoat will inevitably make its

impress upon the refinement ofthe times,
It imparts to the wearer the air of a diplo-
mat, and seems to belong toa regime of
courtliness when men of fashion were wont

SWELLS.

of the melton, the former “make” afford. |

average devotes of the revered claw
mer. So, that it shall not even pretend
upon the latters’ impregoable rights, the
crack Ameriean tailors that have repro-
duced the new coats have left but a shade
of the swallow tail effect without disturb
ing the harmony of the cutaway curve.

There can be no gainsaying that the
smartness of this new garment is the at
tribute most likely to win for it an impor-
tant place in the category of men's wear.
The cutting away of the skirts in the side
view creates & most favorable impression,
while the coptemplation of the garment in
its entirety earries with it the comviction
that this coat o demidress was never here
tafore seen to sue’ aldvantage,

T'he first we in America of this new
eutaway are @ groap of Londoners whe
were seen sbout the down town exchanges
looking for gool, exclusive, double cinch
investment opportuuities for the placinz
of their good Inclish money. They an
men—as verified in the other details of
their makeup—o! nndoubtel discernnent
in dress, and jhe Lrokers are not slow i
get their clothiers at work on similar pro
duetions. There is, it is =said, a rage over
this style prevailing inthe English capital,
and eertainly better than a erack
London custom thivr conld have turned |
out so well built n zarment. |

The best tall h:tof theseason isthe make |
having the mosi noticeable bell erown and |
the most pronon I wida brim., The:e
are the traly be r hats to be worn |
with the long oo » tighter trou

e

sers. The En aredeseribed ay |
srzall over t and the measnre
19 inches, t then the Engiish

larger than the Amer About 19 aut |
the knees un
“propub capaw with the deah boys, bui
Jawve!”
The pleasing int
to the effeet that
tical and pre-emi
bat is about toe
It will be regarded in the same dign
category as that in which the high h
clussed, and for certain occasions whe
hats #re to be carried and a crush
1g it will rend to keep the feelings |
unruffled, and thus as a profanivy deterrent |
alone will fulfill its mission. |
That good old standlby, however—the |
frock coat—the fitst of the long tallers |
to make its way—is still an ofe donned

ce i3 in cirenlation
very eminently pre
Iy convenient o

garment by the
younger swells,
As HRedgie Cad-|

youmette, of the |
Whippersnapper |
club, remarked:

“It is one of
those distinguish-
ed looking coats,
don’t yon know,
deah boy, that one
has to stamd well
up in. One must
wear one’s best
fixings with one's
long tailer, con't
you see, old
Everything must
be at top notoh
with the dounble|
breaster, The)
gloves must ‘ur!
tan in the deup |
Hussian;  special |
houtonniere; hat

[Back View.] polished; collar|
high, straight up, with searf tied in a|
tighit knot, spread apron effect, and a boa-
tonmiere, white, of extra size. There is ne
shirking things, deah boy, One must bold
one's self up to it all the time, or the wear-
ing of this favored garment falls flat.”

The two extremes about the purliens of
New York are the swell and the tough.

“Ah, get on to Lis giblets,” says Chim-
mie, who wears a short Covert coat and
wiae trousers, *' W heredid he get that crazy
long tailed overe Hully Gee, but he's
asight! Well, he makes me smile!”

ThusCholly Vin Hensselaer says, looking
through his eyegluss:

“By gad, what n curious makenp! I de-
claynh T believe that’s my old short over-
cont the fellow’s got on, Yes, and my
whipeord trousers. I remember how they
guyed me at every opportunity when the
whipeord topeoat and trousers to match
were first introduced. And now, three years
later, 1 am afforded & revengeful chuckle
for past insults, 1 shiril always laugh last
at my severest crities "and subseguent

XEW CUTAW

get into the swim out of date.”

styles by the multitnde of men of dressy
inclinations is done more or less charily.
There are those tl:t will accept instantiy
the mandates, Others will hesitate and
at first have the extrgine features toned
down. Soon througlout the whole com-
munity of the great well to do the ae-
ceptance of new styles goeson until jts
universal adoption. Meanwhile the fasl-
ioners have not been idle, and are ready to
launch a series of uriginal and efficient
conceptions,

There is a word to be said about the
abrupt changes that the season has
hrought forth. Tihey will not, as a fore-
gone conclusion, plense what is known as
the madding erown when they first ap-
pear, but ihe men of fashion cxpect
such ipcredulity fros whence it comes
and regard
the progressive furtLeranee of the men's
apparel, Moreover, the lenger the men
of feshion can monosolize a style the more
exclusive the fecling in the wearing of it.

The ordiparians thar mock the swells

the bettoms is the | -

imitators, for they arc certain ﬂu&llrw!

It is a fact that the taking up of new |

it as :wrely incidental to |
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GIVEN FRCE AS PREMIUMS TO
NEW SUBSCRIBERS,
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an excellent periodical at a nomiaal cost.
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16 Mary Cec
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3 Charles Dickens—The Mudfog Papers,
4 Wilkie Collins—The Magic Spectacles,
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Here are rifty Famous Novels which

and your npele to do the same

Prockrss, for the instgnificant sum of 50 cents, TLe price of the paper, as you kn
100 and we prop 82 to 8 nd you THE ProGrEs: lur oae year, and these Fifty Famous 3
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Besant and Rice—The Case of Mr,
we are offwiing, provided you subseribe .

Subscribe jourself, aud get your brof

aloud every time fashion’s wheel turns
around find great
rejoieing fa the
first suiting, and
yet after a year or
two these same ob-
jectors are wear-
ing’ the identical
article, only in a
cheapened repro-

ducti It was

to meet in th. Strand, ge felivie

greetings, bow elaborately, und the dance
wis in the minget temps.

In these ta-ra-ra days, when the serpen-
tine high kicking is rated the acme of
" am i ioer seems untimely,
Hut it is a most engagisg type to contem-
plate, and bnas the merit of being at once
and utilitarian. It is easily ad-
and cast off, and when the velvet
collar is jointed under the chin the neck-
wear and shi~t front are kept immacalate.
While the double breasted long tailed

predominated at the New Y
on the swells, both tall

4

thus with the men
swaggerdom
when those two

=1
-

in the fashions
marked most
degraded epoch
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