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THE HERESY TRIALS.

JREV. THOMAS DIXON ON THE TRUE |
TESTS OF VITAL CHRISTIANITY. |

A Prelude on the Confroversy of I:lr.l
Parkhurst with the New York Pollice,
Btrong Words of Disapproval of the
Proceeding Apainst Dr. Driges.
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This movement is an age revolution
that will result in the larger incarnation
of righteousness in public life. Let law-
breakers and corrupt officials see to it.
It cannot be staid by threats or lies. It
is a genuine revival of the public con-
pcience. There are not knaves enough
in office, fools enongh in the pulpit or
devils enough in hell to defeat it. Its
pioneers may blunder, but the work goes
on. . It is the movement of the God of

incarnating himself in so-

. “He that falleth on this etone

shall be broken, but npon whomsoever

it shall fall it shall grind him to pow-
"

tory of the past?

First—It has repressed, crucitied end
destroyed the noblest ministers of the
truth. Those who have been the proph-
ets of (God have been the men thus cro-
cified. Jesus himself was the first great
heretic in line. The orthodox church in
his day was Jodaism, and they erucified
him becanse he was not orthodox. The
sanhedrim tried him on the specific
charge of thus violating what they said
were the fundamentals of the religion of
Judaism, It was this spirit that made
the tragedy of Calvary possible.

Come down the path of history, and
you find that the martyrs in their long
ion were men who were thus

| And Jesus answered sud said, Master, we
saw one casting oul devils in thy name, aod
we forbade him, because Lie followeth not with
wus. But Jesus sald unto him, Forbid him not,
for he that is not against you is for you.—Luke
ix, 49, 50. ;

The recently inaugurated heresy trials
that center in New York and in the west
‘Thave raised in this century in America,
‘with an emphasis never raised before,
the of ecclesiasticism, of tra-
dition, of authority in ecclesiasticism,
and of the basis of Protestant Christian-

the i for awhile and review
from that standpoint the city with its
people—the great, dark, vulgar crowd
of men and women that sweeps before
the doors of that church with restless
feet, with more restless hearts, sinning,
falling, stumbling, trying to rise, fail-
, dying, being Jost. Then from that

look thro history at the
church of Christ, look out
future and the problems that
‘confront it, and seriously ask yourselves
question, Is this the work'of the

pr
hunted by that spirit of persecution.
John Wesley now has his name in West-
minster abbey. Certainly he is en-
throned in the hearts of the English
world. But what did they say about
him when he started? This most inno-
cent and generous man was called a liar,
a swindler, the most notorious criminal
living.
Now John Wesley is a saint, not only
in Methodism, butin the church of Jesus
Christ universal. And just so faras the
| church does not agree with
that it is ontside the pale of Christianity.
It was that spirit—not walking with us,
not doing us we do—that persecuted
John Wesley on through the ages until
long after his death, until he was en-
throned in the hearts of humanity.

It is this spirit that destroys the indi-
vidnalicy of men and keeps men that
have character and power from coming
up and doing the work of the Lord for
fear that some blessed old heresy hunter
is gitting there with his blunderbuass
ready to open fire on him.

In the history of the past whenever a
heresy trial has come up it has been the
hour for little men to appear; men whose
sole opportunity to figure in the history
of ecclesiasticism is in the hour when
they may accuse some man whose shoes
they are not worthy to unlatch. Men
who in that honr rise and with the fin-
ger of scorn and with vituperation and
an arraignment that goes to the very es-
sence of the man's work assert that he is
wrong and against the Christ becanae he
differs in opinion from them. It is this
process that has crucified free thinking
manhood in Protestant Christianity ever
since Christ came intc the world and be-
gan his great work.

THE AGES OF PERSECUTION.

Second—It is this spirit that has
heaped vn the church of Jesus the in-
famy of the history of the thumbserew,
the rack and torch and flame; that
has di Chiristianity until a Ro-
man Catholic does not dare to mention
history becaunse the

chureh. I could not see my way to ac-
cept Christianity.” 1am talking about
gomd men, whose lives are moral and up-
right, and yet who are outside of the
church of Christ. *“That is not Chris-
tianity,” I say. *Yes, but that was all
that was presented to me.”
1 talked to a young man the other
night who bad never become a Christian
because of an exposition of Christianity
he heard from a certain man which to
my mind was a travesty on the name of
Christianity. It is this spirit that has
driven the manhood of the church ont.
If you go into the average orthodox
church today you will find five women to
one man. What is the difficulty? The
women arve naturally nearer God. Iti:
harder to drive them out; they won't go.
We see the brain and the reason of the
race thus arraigned against the charch,
and manhood thus driven out.
MEANWHILE THY PEOFLE PERISH.
Think of the masses of the peopie alien-
ated from the Christ by these men whe
bave insisted that the one thing to do iz
not to save the world, but to be extreme-
Iy orthodox on questions of belief! 1
asked a man one day: **What isthe mat-
ter with the city? Why do we not save
it He said, “1 will tell you, youug
man; we are not orthodox.”
In one sen=e thisis a fact, of comrse,
Orthodoxy is loyalty to the heart of
Christ. If the church were loyal to the
heart of Christ, then we would triumph,
But to sit down and split hairs whethesr
this creed should read, “He ‘descended
into' hell, or ‘went down into’ hell,” or
to reason about & question of scholasti-
cism, is as far from Christianity as hell
from heaven. It is not your creed tin-
kering but the life that tells. Profes-
sion, you say, is important; but the life
tells whether the profession is a reality.
What do you want todo with Profess-
or Briggs? I never saw a man with a
truer spirit personally in my life. What
good will come of it if you kick him
out? Think of it! A man whose life is
in harmony—to the limb of conscience—
to the Christ and his truth. Puot him
ont for a question of opinion! Is mot life

matrimony.
to enter upon the profession of maiden-

man. What is the result?

|
dead,

the real ereed of man after all* Twelve
young women met last Jannary, and
each of them discussed the question of
They decided unanimoasly

hood, professed an emancipation from
Eleven
months have passed, Nine of them are
married, and two of them have breach
of promise suits, and the other one is

1t is one thing for us to make a profes-
sion and another thing to live a life that
is in harmony with that profession. After
all, you search for the supreme test cf
ereed not in the outer expression of in-
tellectual eonviction or opinion or bias.
but deeper down in the heart and motive.
In the life where you strike the fountain
of man's essential being, there you come
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ate when we take a look at the home
they lefr. No orchard, no fiowers.
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Ceap Real Estate,

If sold within the next 25 days, 1
will offer the foliowing sacrifices in
Shreveport property, for eash only:

3% Lots on Jordan street, near Fairfield avi-
pnue, Froot 14v feet on Jordan street and
run back 150 feet to an alley, & beautiful
buildiug site. Price, 82,000

4 temutiful Lots corner Sprague and Law.
rence strects. Have on them three smal
tenemenis whicn bring a rental of $20 per
mon:h. These are built on only two lols,
leaviug four lots unvccupied. Frice, 51,50,

4 Lots on Donovan street. on Belt line, 1 lot

per month. Price, sas,

14 Lots in rear of Judge A, W. O, Hicks' resi.
dence. Price, B

2 Lots on Davis street. On 1 lot is n small
Price, #1735

2 Lots on Murphy street, near Texas nvenue
per month, FPrice, $650.

1 #mall Lot and tenement in rear of Gannon's

This is dirt cheap, and a faney bar-
in for the buyer 1n every offer that
l_ have made.

hus two small tenements which rent for <6 i

tenement which reats for 8 per mouth. | T
Un Lot is & wenement which rents for §7 |

oid store, on sprague sireet.  Rents for ¥

per month. Price, §124,

That beautiful plot of ground te Izard"s
store, fronting 155 feet on Tesas avenue
l!p‘l. h of 20% feet on Murphy street

Attorrney ot Low _
and Notary Pub

OBee st Conrt flouss, Shreveperty '_

TTOE, T, LAND. 40 HN B

Fix-Justiee Su- Diistrie
preme Court, 1ol

T.7.& J. R. LAN
itt'ys and Counsellors at
Ofiee: Room 1 at ©

Caveate, and Trade-Marks obtsined, andall
ent br cond d for !
OuA O 18 OPPOSITE U. S, PATENT
.J‘J‘: H'E;%‘soc‘ur& u'nt n less tme
yranotes ‘rom ‘Washington,

Send model, drawing or photo., with
tion, We advise, if patenizble of not,
§charge. Our fee not due Lill patent is sec
A PampuLeT, W How to Obtain Pateats,

of same in the U. 5. and forcign
sent free, Address,

C.A.SNOW & CK

orp. FATENT OFPICE, WASHINGTON, D &

o8

1. T Dall ve, P ML, O Hara—No. 85
1=» D arrct Court, * addo parish, la.

By virtuwsof 0 writ of feri tacis, @
e, B 1822, 5 -ued o the above
ithesd and mumber-d suit, and to me

e, by the How, Judge of the st |
trisr Conrt of Caddo parish, Y b
dand will sell ar pubtic @

subjoci to the benetit of ap
within the legal hours of enle
toor of the court house, fronting
street, of Caddo parish, La,, on
SATURDAY, December 24, 18
the following described property,
lot of merchandise, furppure SOSS
tures, 48 per invealery o my office,
JOI N 8. YOUNG, 8
The Progress, December 1.

s e iy =,
PARTITION SALE
F. M. Fortson vt al. vs, Hattie

#t mh—Nu. 4068, in the Ist B

Court Cacdo Parish, Lo,

By virtus of o commission and
sale for the purpose of effecting 3
vion, dated December 16, 1802, mstiecy
dirseted to me by the Hon, Judge oF
15t District Court of Caddo parietls S
i the above entilled and num g
| T will s¢ll aecording Lo law, g
auetion, within the legal hours fof
| mt the courthouse door frouting 4

street, in Cneddo parish, L., on .
SATURDAY, JAN. 21
the following described proper

e east hall of section 15 wud
and  west  half of
| puanwer  of seet on 22, alt in o
| morthy, runge 168 west; nlso the
of southwest quarter of AeeB
same township and rapge, lesd J0
aulil 1o Mrs, Elizabeth Dear, destit
follows: Beginning at L. ¢ 00
8. Fortson apd Viekley Joues
west 32 rods on line between
and Jone . to stake, thepce D
to ustale, thence east 52
marked line E.
son and Mra,
the warked line to the place
mng. Also a certain promk y
2290, sigued by J. L. Forteon, po
E. =, Fortson, of dtl:" “ehroaf

|

o

September 15, 1887,

- C. D. HICKS,

1887, due al 12 momt
8.

Sheriff and Ex Officio



