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Suieide Among the Ancients,

In olden times amd where Christianity
had not interfered with it suicide was con-
sidered honorable pnd a sien of  courngro,
Demosthenes polsoned hlmself when told
that Alexander's embassador had demand-
ed the surrenider of the Athenian orators,
Isoorates k If rather than sur-

himself
render to Philip of Macedon, Cato, rather
than submnit o Julinsg Casar, took his
pwn life, and three times after his wounnds
had been dresscd tore them open and per-
ished.  Mithridates killed himsell rather
than sulnuit to Pompey, the eongueror.
Hannibal destroyed hislife by poison from
his ring, consldering lifo unbearable, Liy-
eurgus o suieide, Deutus a soieide,  After
the disaster of Moscow Napoleon always
earried with hit o preparation of poison,
and one night his servant heard the ex-
emperor arise, put something in a glass
and drink it, and soon alter the groans
aronsed all the attendants, and it was
only through utmost medical skill that ke
wad resuscitated. Times have changed,
and yet the American conscienes needs to
be toped up on the #ubject of suicide
Inve you seen a paper in the last month
that did not announce the passage out of
lifa by one's own  behesty  Defoulters,
alarmed at the idea of exposure, quit life
precipitately, Men losing large fortunes
go out of the world becanse they cannot
endure enrthly existence.  Frustrated af-
fection, domoestic infelicity, dyspeptic im-
patience¥angor, remorse, envy, jealousy,
destitution, misanthropy, are considered
suflicient cantses for absconding from this
lifo by paris grecen, hy landanum, by bel-
ladonng, by Othello’s dugger, by halter,
by leap from the abutment of a bridge, by
firearms.  Mowe enses of felo do se in the
last two years than any two years of the
world's existence, and more in the last
month than in any 12 months,  The evil
is more and more spreading.

A pulpit not long ago expressed some
doubt a3 to whether there was really any-
thing wrong about quitting this life when
it beeane disagreeable, and there are found
in respectable ciroles people apologetic for
the erime which Faul in the text arrested.
1 shall show vou before T get through that
suicide is the worst of all erimes, and I
shall 1ift o warning unmistakable.  But
in the carly part of this sermon I wish to
admit thot some of the best Christians
that have cver lived have committed self
destruetion, but always in dementia and
net responsible. T have ho more doubs
abous their eternal felicity than I have of
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Liod of the Bible, sl he stroek his tuning |
fork on the v < of Cromarty until he |
bronght geology and theslogy accordant
fn divine worship,  His two books, enti-
ted “Footprlnte of the Creator” and
ST Testimony of the Rocks,” proclaim-
ed the banns of an everlasting marriage
hetween genuine sclence and revelation.
O this lalter book he toiled doay and
night, through love of nature and Jove of
God, until he eould not sleep and hls
brain gove way, and he was found desd
with o vevolver by his side, the eruel in-
strument having had two bullets—one for
him and the other for the gunsmith who
at the coroner’s inguest was exmnining it
and fell dead. Have you any doubt of the
beatification of Hugh Miller after his hot
brain had eeased throbhing that winter
night in his study at Portobelloy - Among
the mightiest of carth, among the mightl-
est of heaven.

No one doubted the plety of William
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hywns, *'0 For a Closer Walk With
God," "What Variows Hindrances Wo
Meet,” “There Is a Fountain Filled With
Blood"—William  Cowper, who shares
with Tsnae Waotts and  Charles Wesley the
chicf honors of Christian hymnology. In
hypochendria he resclved to take his own

life and rode to the river Thames, but
found a man seated on some goods at that
very point from which he expected to
spring and vole back to his home, and
that night threw himself upon his own
knife, but the Llade broke, and then ho
hanged himself to the esiling, but the rope
broke.  No wonder that when God merei-
fully delivered him from that awful de-
mentia he snt down and wrote that other
hymn just as memaorable:
Gaod moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform,
He plants his footsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm,

Bhnd unbelief is sure to err
And senn hig work in vain,

Gud is hbis own interpreter,
And he will make it plain,
Treason to the Almighty.

While we make this merciful and right-
pous allowanee in regard to those who
were phunged into mental ineolerence 1
declare that the man who {n the use of his
roason, by his own act, snaps the bond be-
tween his hody and his soul, goes stralght
Shall T prove it? Hevela-

part in the lake which burneth with fire
and  brebmstone,’ Revelation  xxil, 15,
SWithout are dogs and sorcerers and
whoremongers and murderers.”  You do
not belleve the New Testament? Then
perhaps you believe the Ten Command-
mnents, *Thon shalt not kill.” Do you
gay that all these passages refer to the tak-
ing of the life of others? Then I ask you
if you are net as responsible for your own
life as for the 1ife of eihers? God gave
you a gpeelal trast in lifo and made you
the custodian of your life, and he made
yon the custodian of no other life. He
rave you ag weapons with which to de-
fond it two arms tostrike back assailants,
two eves to watch for invasion, and a nat-
ural love of life which ought ever to be on
the alert.  Assassination of others is a
niild erime eomparcd with the assassina-
sioa ap vanmern pecanse 11 Lhe latter case
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the surrender of a castle you were especial-
Iy appointed to keep, It is {reason to a
natural law, and 1t is treason to God added
to ordinary muorder,

To show how God in the Bible looked
upon this erime I point you to the rogaes’
pleture gallery in some parts of the Bible,
the pletures of the people who have com-
witted this unnntureal erime. Iere is the
headless trunk of Saul on the walls of
Bathshon,  Here is s wan who chased
little David—1I0 feet in stature chasing 4
Here is the man whoconsutted aelairvoy-
ant, witeh of Endor.  Here 38 o man who,
whipped in battle, instead of surrendering
his sword with dignity, asmany a man has
done, asks his servant to slay him, and

Cwhen that servant declined, then the giant

plants the hilt of his sword in the carth,
the sharp point sticking apward, awd he
throws his budy on it and expires—the
coward, the suicide!  Here is Ahitophel,
the Machiavelll of olden times, betraying
his best friend, David, in order that he
may beeome prime minister of  Absaloin,
and joining that fellow In his attempt at
parricide. Not getting what he wanted by
change of politics ho takes a short cut out
of a disgrueeful life into the sujeide's
eternlty. There he is, the ingrate!

Here is Abimelech, practically & suicide,
He 1s with an armny, bombarding o tower,
when a woman in tho tower takes a grind-
stone from its place and drops It upon hig
head, and with what life he has left in his
eracked skull he commmands his armor
bearer, ''Draw thy sword and slay me,
lest men say A woman slew me,”  There
is his post mortem photograph in the bhook
of Samuel,

But the hero of this group is Judas 1s-
eariot.  Dr. Donne says he was nomartyr,
and we have in our day apologists for him.
And what wonder, In this day when we
have a book revanling Aaron Durr as a
pattern of virtue, and this day when we
uncover o statue of George Sand as tho
benefactress of literature, and in this day
when there ave betrayals of Christ on tho
part of sume of his pretended apostles—a
betrayal 0 blaek it makes the infamy of
Judas TIscarlot white! Yet this man hy
his own hand hung up for the execration
of all ages, Judas Iscariot.

Increase of Self Murder,

All the good men and women of the Bi-
ble left to God the decision of their earthly
terminus, and they eould have satd with
Job, who had a right to commit suicide if
any wan ever hwd, what with his destroy-
ed property and his body all aflame with
insufferable carbunecles and everything
gone from big home exeept the chief curse
of i, a pestiferons wife and four garrulous
people pelting  him with comfortless talk
while he sits on o heap of ashes seratching
his seabs with a plece of broken pottery,
yob crying out in triumph, ** All the days
of my appointed time will I walt till 1y
change comes,”

Notwithstanding the Blble is against
this ovil and tho aversion which It creates
by the Joathsome and ghastly spectacli of
thoso who have hurled themselves out of
life, and notwithstanding Christianity is
against it and the arguments and the use-
ful lives and the illustrious deaths of its
disciples, it is a fact alarmingly patent
that suicide is on the increase. What is
the cause? 1 charge upon infidelity and
agnosticism this wholo thing. If there be
no hercafter, or if that hereafter be bliss-
ful without reference to how we live and
how we die, why not move back the fold-
ing doors between this world and the
next? And when our existence here be-
comes troublesome why not pass right
over into elysium? Put this down among
your most solemn reflections. There has
never been a case of suleide where tho
operator was not either demented oand
therefore irresponeible or an infidel. I
challenge all the ages and I challenge the
universe. L'here never has been a case of
self destruction while in full appreciation
of his immortality and of the fact that
that immortality would bo glorious or
wretched according as he accopted Josus
Christ or rejected bim.

You say it is a business trouble or you
say it is.electrical currents or it is this or
it 15 that or it is the other thing. Why not
go clear back, my friend, and acknowledge
that in every case 1t i8 the abdication of
reason or the teaching of infldellity, which
practically says, “'If you don't like this
life, get out of it, and you will land either
in annihilation, where there are no notes
to pay, no persecutions to suffer, no gout
to torment, or you will laml where thero
will be everything glorious and nothing
to pay for it."" Infidelity has always been
apologetic for self inunolation. After Tom
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and widely read there was o marked in-
crease of self slaughter
Evils of Unbellel,

A man in London heard Mr, Owen de-
Ibver his infidel lecture on socialism and
went homo, sat down and wrote these
words, “Jesus €hrist is one of the weakess
characters In history, and the Bible is the
greatest possible deception,™ and  then
ghot himself, David Hume wroto thmh-!
words: ‘Tt would be no crlme for e to
divert the Nile or the Danube from its
patural bed. Where, then, can be the
wime in my diverting a few dropsof blood |
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from their ordinary channel¥”  And, has- |
ing writier the cssay, he loaned it tos |
friend, the friend read it, wrote a letter of |
thanks and admiration and shot himself.
Appondix to the same hook.

Roussean, Voltaire, Gilibon, Montaigzne,
wery apologetie for self inomolation.  In-
fldelity puts up no bar to people rushing
out from this world into the next. They
teach us 1t does not make any differcnee
how you lve here or go out of this world.
You will land cither in an oblivious no-
where or a glorious somewhere,  And in-
fidelity holds the upper end of the rope for
the suicide and aims the pistol whh which
a man hlows hls hrains out and mixes the
strychnine for the last swallow. 1f infldel-
ity could cariy the day and persuade the
majority of peaple in this country that it
doos not make any differense how you go
aut of this world you will land safely, the
Potomuse would be so full of corpses the
boats would be impeded in their progress,
and the crack of the suieide's pistol would
be no more alarming than the ramble of
a strect car.

I have sometlmes heard it discussed
whether the great dramatist was a Chris-
tian or not. Ho was a Christian.  In his
Iast will and testament he commends his
soul to God through the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ. T know that he considered appre-
ciation of o future existence the mightiest
bindrance to sclf destruction:

For who would bear the whips and scorns of
time,

The oppressor’s wrong, the proud man's con-
tumely,

The pangs of despised love, the law's delny,

The insolence of atfice and the spurns

That patient moerit of the unworthy takes

When he himsell might his quietns make

With o bare bodkin? Who would fnrmicls bear,

To grunt gnd =weat under o weary life,

But that the dread of something afier Crath—

The undiscoversd coantry from whoss bourne

No traveler returns—puzzles the will?

Would God that the coroners would he
brave in rendering the right verdict, and
when in a case of irresponsibility they
any, “While this man was demented he
took hlis life," in the other cnse say, * Hav-
ing read infidel books and attended infldel
lectures, which obliterated  from  this
man’s mind all appreciation of future
retribution, ho committed self slanghter.”

Religion’s Bright Light.

Have nothing to dowith an infidelity so
cruel, 5o debasing.  Come out of that had
company into the company of those who
believe the Bible. Benjamin Franklin
wrote, “'Of this Josus of Nazareth I have
to sny that the system of morals he lefg
and the religion he has glven us are the
best things the world has ever scen or is
likely to see.” Patrick Henry, the electric
ohamplon of liberty, says, "“The book
worth all other hooks put together is the
Bible.” Benjamin Rush, the leading
physiologist and anatomist of his day, the
great medical selentist—what did he say?
“The only trune and perfect religion is
Christianity.'’ Issac Nowton, the leading
Rhl‘msophur of his time—what did he say?

The sublimest philosophy on earth is the
philosophy of the gospel.”! David Brew-
ster, at the pronunciation of whose namoe
every scientist the world over bows his
head—David Brewster saying, ‘‘Oh, this
rellgion has been a great light to me, a
very great light all my days.”!  President
Thiers, tho great French statesman, ac-
knowledging that he prayed when he said,
“I invoke the Lord God, in whom Iam
glad to believe.” David Livingstone, able
to conquer the llon, able to conquer the
panther, able to conguer the savage, yeb
conquered by this religion, sc when they
find him dead they find him on his knees.

Salmon ¥, Chase, chief justice of tho
supreme court of the United States, ap-
pointed by President Lincoln, will take
the witness stand. “Chief Justice Chase,
please to stata what you have to say ahout
the book commonly ecalled the Bible,”
The witness replies: “Iherc came a time
in my life when I doubted the divinity of
the Scriptures, and I resolved as a lawyer
and iudee 1 would trv the book as 1 would




